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THE NATIONAL FEAST

To-day is the anrual festival which, by
{he devout and approprisie custon: of the
country brought down from the earliest
colonial times, is set aside as a feast of
Thanksgiving. The feast, which had its
origin in New England, has extended its
ohzervanee to all parts of the country, un-
til to-day there are few places in the land
s0 remote from the sentiment which
makes Thanksgiving a national instito-
tiom that it is not duly celebrated there,

The feast is a peculiarly pational one;
amd as & balanee to that fact thern are
many considerations why it is peculiarly
appropriate for this country to reeongnize
that it Las especial reasons for gratitude.
Those reasons were never so strikingly
mirked inn the case of this natior. as in the
present year. To every man who gives
any thought fo the sentiment of the day
the most impressive fact is that the United
Ntates, as & whole, has been to an ex-

coptional  degree  scleclted  for  the
favors of peace, plenty  and
prosperity. While other  ecountrics

in varions quarters of the world haye suf-
fered either from the fear of war to be
produced by the designs of imperial policy,
or experienced the actual horrors of con-
flict from the oulbhreak of revelution or
the usurpations of military adventurers,
the United Siates bas enjoyed the pro-
Tound assurance of peace and ean only
eomplain of political vices which flourish
i reason of thefeelingof perfect seeurity.
Wihile other parts of the world are plagued
by tamine or barsssed by scarcity, our
nation hes bad a year of unexampled
pienty, and our prosperity is enhanced by
the extraordinary demand for foreign
countrivs for our surplus. In every as
peed the fact is impressed upon that the
zifis of Providence and the abundance of
umture have been exceptionally lavish to-
ward this country.

U'nder such cireumstances it is an espe-
clgl dety individually as well as collect-
ively lo celebrate our gratitude for these
extraordinary favors. A nbation so uni-
versally prosperous and peaceful above
ali other nutions ecannot but make its
Thanksgivinz a national expression of its
sincere gratitude.

GARZA AXND THE UNITED STATES,

It i= stated that the maids of Catarino
Garza, who poses as a revolutionist, but is
represented by most anthorities as a ban-
dit, ave an especial interes: to this coun-
try because there is a strong suspicion at
Teast that they might strietly be construed
25 violalions of the neutrality law. Itis
supposed that Garza organizes his expedi-
iions in Texas, and crosses the Rio Grande
when he has got a sufficient band together
at soine point not guarded by our troops,
The same supposition exists that when ke
i= pursaed by Mexican troops he and his
followers take refuge aeross the border.

Of ecourse, the Mexican Government
nndorstands that this is not due to any
svmpathy or even negligence on the part
af our Government The difficulty of
guarding a frontier stretching over more
than & thousand miles in a sparsely in-
habited ecountry has been illustrated by
the Mexieans themselves with regard to
the refuge which the Apaches nsed to find
from the pursuit of ovr troops, and the
ense with which thev resumed their raids.
Lutif itis true that Garza is using this
commiry  as A rendezvous for raids
on Mexiean territory it may be necessary
Zor our Government to take extraordinary
<teps to seitle the matter. This will be
with a view to deciding whether or not we
showld give Mdlico the sume privilege of
pursuit inte United States territory that
Mexico gave our troops iu pursuing
Apaches into the Sierta Madre,

IT Garza is veally a political revolution-
ist, of eourse the territory of the United
States must be a sanetuary to him, although
e eannot be permitted with the knowl-
edge of the Government to use it as o hase
ior further revelutiopary attempt=. Bat
if, as the aceounts indicate, he isreally a
irecbooter, who tries to give his plunder-
ing raids the color of revolution, be should
I pursued and appmehended wherever he
enit be found. 1In that case ke occupies
no better position before the law and a
much worse one in civilized estimation
than the Apache marauders of 5 few years
ann.  In that case, if the United Stites
carno! apprehend or suppress Garza’s use
of its territory, the least it can dois to
offer Mexico o return of the liberty given
o 1is tronpsof pursei o the outlaws zeross
i border

The United States territory shounld not
te made a bese of operations for handita,

If we cannat suppress that use of it our-
selves we shouid let Mexico do it for us,
, A QUESTION OF FACT.

Speaking of the Iate exhibitions of ey-
eloni> power af various cities, the Philadel-
phin Témes remarks: “No form of buijld
ing exeept the prairie dug-out bas been in-
vented that ean withstand their furious
onslaught, and no form of locomotion that
will exrry human beings out of reach of
harm who Lappen to find themselves inthe
cyelone’s path.” If this statement were
true with regard to the wind-storms which
visit this eection of the country, their ad-
vent would be the subject of unmitigated
dread. That there are sections where it
= measnrably the case may be correct,
it it Is worth while to inquire whether it
is aetualiy the fact that no form of build-
ing can withstand the fury of the wind.
s=iurms that attack the Nuithern Central
States.

It is clear that this s not true with re-
gard o the storm that raged over the
country from Pittsburg to Washington on
Idonday, because il  were there should

be a desert of prostrate buildings through-
out the entire section. We believe it to
be trus thaf the storm was more furi-
ous in Washington than in - Pittsburg;
but there, as here, the result is that the
average building withstood the strain, and
ouly one building in each city was over-
thrown. Inthe case in this city a few
vears ago, when the Willey Dbnilding was
overthrown, the fact that structures could
be erected to withstand the strain was
amply proved by the buildings of equal
size and height within a few hundred
¥yards of that which was wrecked, that
stood the storm without a tremor.

Certainly so far as the wind-storms re-
ferred to are concerned, the fact that
llll“l‘lin_gs can e erected to withstand
them, is amply demonstrated from the
fact that for every building, blown down
hundreds stood the gaie without difficulty.
In both cases in Pittsburg the destruction
of the buildings was due to some weak-
ness, temporary or structural, in the
wracked buildings; and we very much
suspeet that a critieal inquiry would dis-
cover similar weaknesses in the majority
of cases of destruction by eyelones.

The high winds are a very decided ar-
gument infavor of strong and thoroughly
braced architeeture. If that lesson -is
properly heeded, we will probably hear
less of irresistible wind-storms in the
future,

RELIEF FEOM STARVATION.

Mr. Cyrus W. Field, Jr.. publishes an
appeal in New York for the United States
to do something to aid the famine stricken
districts of Russia. The duty of a nation
which is celebrating its festival of plenty
and prosperity fo give some thought to
the condition of a peopie dying of want
and starvetion is so large that it hardly
needs to be enlarged upon.  But there are
some impressions, whether ereated by
false reports or not, which go far toward
discouraging efforis for the relief of the
Russian sufferers.  One is that the relief
which gets into the hands of the Russian
bureaucracy is not likely to reach the suf-
fering peasants. The other is that offers
of organized relief contributions from
England have been rejected by the Czar’s
government—whether from simple preju-
dice, or from the determination of un-
scrupulous officialism to keep all the relief
business in its own hands, is not stated.
If these statements are tru> it is useless
for America to give of its abundance for
the enrichment of Russian corruptior.

If Mr. Field can show thatthe American
contribution will be used for the relief of
the Russian poor and starving, there ean
be no better use for a portion of our over-
flowing surplus than to devote it to the
rescue of part, at least, of the destitute
peasuntry from the horrors of starvation.

THE CONVENTION INCONGRUITY.

The discussioz of the defeat of the Con-
stitutiona. Convention project between
the York Gasette and the Philadeliphia
Press stimulates the latter journal-in a
somewhat heated manner fo make some

| assertions on the subject whicl: are more

truthful than pleasant. They are briefly
us follows: First, that the Baker ballot
bill as passed hy the Legislature is un-
satisfactory and unfair, entailing all the
burdens of the Australian system without
its advantages, and practically disfran-
chising such minoerities as the Prohibition
party. Second, that the Constitutional
Convention project contained so unusnal,
unfair and unnatura! provisions as to pre-
vent the people from wvoting for a con-
vention under it. Next, that the purpose
of embodyizz these grotesque provisions
was to defeat the Constitutiora! Con-
vention. Finally, that the issue of real
ballot reform  will still be made an active
one at the next legislative elections.

In these assertions, with the exeeption
of a single one, the position which Tag
Digparen took from the first is corrobor-
ated. Thatis, that ballot reform can be
secured through legislation, and was
within its proper provinee; that the Con-
stitutionnl Convention was unnecessary,
and in the form in which it was presented
contained the danger of a jobin favor
of the corporations and politicians; and,
finally, that there was not the slightest
reason to expeet from a convention so
constitnted any more sincere action on
ballot reform than from the Legislature
which devised it. In one respect—the
motives which prompted these measures—
the Gazetfe is mistaken. The Constitu-
tlonal Convention scheme was used to di-
vert the demand for genugne ballot re-
form, instead of both these measures
being framed to defeat the eonvention,

It is a remarksble example of how sin-
cere minds can be led to false conclusions,
that is presented by the fact that the ele-
ment, of which the York Gazette is the
organ, commilted the error of accepting
the unusunl, uhfair and unnatural con-
vention scheme and adopting that mis-
shapen ang illegitimate measure asits own
offspring. A color of consisteney is given
to this course from the fset that the sameé
element gave the politicians of the Legis-
lnture the pretext for this convention jug-
gle by insisting upon the mistaken idea
that ballot reform cannot be seeured with-
out the smendment of the Constitution
Nevertheless, the most impressive aspect
of its very forcible characterization of the
convention bill is that which gives the
hest possible reason why all sincere men
shonld join in defeating that measure,

We are glad to learn from the Gaseffe
that the effort to obtain real ballot reform
wiil still be pushed in its proper place,
namely, the Legislature. After the late
experience we may hope that the Gazette
and its friends will not again be diverted
from their active eampaign n behalf of
this reform by any such transparent jug-
gie as the convention scheme.

A LACKING PROPORTION.

My, Frank J. Sprague, the eleeirieian,
in a recent article on the eleetric motor
and its work, published in the Forum,
makes a elaim for suceess in the electric
motor for street rilways, which proves to
be rather strong meat for the eleetric com-
panies.  The assertion is that “the electrie
motor has halved the expenses per ecar
mile,” has “effected even greater reduction
in the cost per ton mile,” and has lessened
cxpenses in othier respeets by increasing
the number of miles traveled and the
traffic p=r car.

Thisis a very glowing eulogy of the
results of the electric system; but one
shorp eotemporary finds a meaning in it
which is hardly gratifving to the street
ruilway corporations, The Buffalo Courier
points ont that this is a statement that the
cost of carrving passengers in horse cars
kas been reduced more than a half by the
ciange to clectric motors.  The horse car
business a= a whole was prosperous and
remunerative before that change; yet the
reduction of fares as a result of the
change to electricity, far from being eom-
mensurate with the reduetion of has
been mainly conspicuous by its absence.

There is much point in this, although it
fails to allow for one fact. The develop-
ment of improved motor power for street
railways has in many cases exercised the
funetion of changing unprofitable horse
railways into profitable electric or cable

ines. Ofthethmnblenmgng

burg, two took the place of notoricusly un-
profitable horse car lines. Of the five
electric roads, one succeeded to a bank-
rupt horse car line; one divides with a
cable road the business that formerly did
not support a single horse railway, and
three have taken the places of the old
lines, which were more or less profitable
under the oid regime. Of the eight new
lines in this eity, therefore, the argument
applies to just one-halfl. -

It is nevertheless true that the cheapen-
ing of expenses by improved mgotors has
reached the public in very few “Instances.
The public has gained by improved serv-
iceas a rule; but the pecuniary gain in
the actual operation of the roads has been
directed into the sustenance of largely
watered capital for the enrichment of pro-
moters. This is simply because munieipal
legislators, untaught by experience, have
permitted the old conditions, by which the
benefit of competition is prevented from
reaching the people, to be inereased rather
than removed in the ereation of the new
lines,

The effect of competition on street rail-
way fares has been illustrated in this city
by the faet that it first reduced fareg from
East Liberty from ten cenis to five and
then along one line to three cents. The
last reduction cut the rates to very nearly
the cost of operation, and may now be
ranked as a measure of warfare to foree
the combination recently announeed. But
it shows that under the influence of legiti-
mate competition, a rate of about four
cents, or six tickets for a quarter, would
yield a fair profit on a line of large traffi-.
As this means a saving of about six dollars
per annum fo the average man, it is perti-
nent to ask if it wonldnot have been worth
while for municipal legislators to have
made some effort to secure competitive
rates to the public.

CoxcerNING the assertion of a cotem-
porary, that the Suprome Conrt confined its
orderdirecting the asswmption of lability
to the indebtedness of $,600000 existing
when the decision was handed down, Tug
DisraTee expressed a donbtas to the exist-
ence of such an order, whereupon the parn-
graph from: the declsion is quoted, stating
that the assessments must fall and all “un-
collected lens must fall with them." Sup-
poking that this statement of prineiple in «
declsion which issued an “order” only with
rezard to one case on a single street can be
streiched to be an order directing a general
assumption of liability, will our cotews
porary please hunt again and find out where
it makes any difference between people who
pald the': nssessinengs in 1800, say, and those
who pnid them in 1880 or 1588 So furas it
confines the putative order to anything, it
is pertinent to note that it coufines it to
“ancollected liens."

Lorp STANLEY'S denial that he has re-
signed the Governor Generalship of Canada
proves tha: His Lordship knows when he is
well off too clear'y to resign the lucrative
and not laborious position of figurehead o
the Canadian ship of state. “Planty to eat
and nothing to do,” nas the facetiouns Bnzfuz
remarked to Mr. Sam Weller, deseribes His
Lordship's occupation with praoctical ac-
curacy.

WirH regard to the proposition to make
Pennsylvania’s building at the World's Fair
a face simile of Independence IHall in Phila-
delphin, the Philadelphin Ledger very per-
tinently says thai while such a fac simile
might be an interesting exhibit it would not
be suited to the purposes of a Stute head-
guarters. The objects of thn Iatter building
require another kind of structure. and it
should be planned for its real purposes. On
the other hand, as a State exhibit a fao
simile of Independence Hall or & redoced
copy of it with its contents might be wvery
attractive, snbject only tothe objection that
it woul * ba n repetitioa of one of the feat-
ures of the Centenn al

A TELEGRAPH compauy hirs: a laborer
ts set up somo telegraph poles, the laborer
leaves the holes unguarded, a girl breaks
her leg in one of th s holes, sues the company
and gets a verdic: which the eourt sets asido
saying that she must sue the lahorer. This
s the In'ess condensed report of the grand
judicial principle that corporations cannot
break legs vieariously.

“Ir the erowned heads and prime minis-
ters of Europe were engaged in stock speou-
ationon their own account, what fortunes
they might make,” remarks an exchange.
And why use the potentinl mood in referring
to it. Inasmuch '‘as the crowned heads and
statesmen generally do lay up very snug lit-
tle nest eggs, is it not charitable to suppose
thut they rival the example of their
brethren, the American money kings, by
speculating on the strength of their inside
knowledee! Any other theory of the ne-
cumulation of their fortunes while in power
would have to suppose & more direct appro-
priation of the sums ont of the public reve-
nuss,

Now it is heard in New York that Goy-
ernor Hill will take his Senatorial salary as
well as his Gubernatorial stipend, Did any
man who was acquainted with the versutile
David Bennett ever doubt that he would
do so after e had made np his mind that he
would fill both positions?

T7 is interesting to observe that the New
York World has come to the point of recog-
nizing that neither Cleveland nor Hill can
reconcile the factions of New York, and
therefore suggests William €. Whitney as
an eligible heir to the political fortunes of
both. The World declares Mr. Whitney ro
be an ideal man in various respects, bnt
omits to mention one very weighty qunalifi-
cation with the Democratic wire-pullers,
namely, the fact that Mr. Whitney would be
backed up by a very eapacicus and effective
Standard 0§ barrel.

ErmpeMics of influenza are raging in
both France and Germany. Under this
commion afllietion it is to be hoped that the
two triescan at each other with-
out bringing on open hostilities,

It is noted by the New York Tuegram
that little money changed bands on the
Yale-Harvard football game because “Yale
was afraid and Harvard didn't dare.” This
muy be the trae reagon: but it is much to be
wished that our cotemporary conld have
found good ground for saying that it was
becanse the students of the two leading
educatfonal foundations of the country had
been tanzht that Dbetting was an attemnpt to
get the money of someone else without
glving him an honest retur for L.

Tae Democratic National Committee
meeting comes next. Might not Pittsburg
renew its effort for & convention in the hope
that it could capture and convert the party?

Now wo hear that Germany is to supply
her army with a new field gun, and the im-
portance of the point of view is fllnsrrated
Dy the statement that its projectiles “com-
Dine the good points of both explosive snell
and shrapnel.” From the standpoint of the
people who five the gun the qualities re-
ferred to may be “‘good points;" but from
the standpoint of the people torn to pieces
by them they might be cousidered simply
infernal.

AvrTER the blasts of the past week, the
prospect is fmir that even the weather will
be good enough to give thanks for.

THE report that the cruiser Philadelphia
was forced to sail short of £230 00 worth of
fittings that belong to her is not very satis-
factory. Itis true that{f naval contracters
hiad their way the cliance of & vessel getting
to sea would be very probiematic; but it is
still moro tothe point that to send ont & ves-
sel at this season incomplecely fittad may
be x case of the more haste with the worst
speed on record. ! |

WHERE SOCIETY REIGNS,

Preparations for Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas in Charitable Circles—The Pitta-
barg Club Hinders Buds From Blossom-
Ing—Things of Which People Liks to
Talk and Read,

The ladies in Pittsburg, partially forming
the Anxiliary Committee for Pennsylvania
in the Woman's Department of the World's
Fair, ave finmensely puzzied. The formal
notification through Tue DBPATCE yester-
day, of the Governor's ratification of their
appoiniments was no: inspiring, sinece it
conveyred not the slightest grain of intelli-
gence concerning the daties of a member of
the Auxiliary Copnnittee for Pennsylvania
of the World's Fair. Tl rumors ave vary-
ing and slightly confusing. Somo state-
mentsare to the effect that the positions
are wholly honorary, snd thnt the prestige
of notable numes is all that is wanted; anot
unpleasunt condition of affairson the whole.
Others think cynically the thing bites and
that the committee will know this to their
sorrow before the Fair comes off in the
amount of work reguired, Not n few smil-
ingly inguire what the levy is likely to be,
producing their pursesat the snme time us
un evidenes of good faith. And a diligent
and painstaking search filed to bring to
light anybody who knew anythin the
burdens the position entalls. At the same
time there is evident n universal desive to
do anything and everything, if only uny-
thing and everything pointed out and
given a nume.

The Thanksgiving sales at the Pitisburg
Wowen's Exchange sare really meant to be
an introduction of the Christmas goods.
Since the opening on Tuesday there has been
most suocessfaol results: and neither the
munagers can complain for lack of patron-
tronage, nor putrons eompialn for lack of
beantiful goods, Conszequently general sat-
isfuction is relt. Peoplc have never quite
looked upor the Exchange as an edn-
cational  factor, but have contentei
themselves witn praising it as a mea.s
of doing good by supplying the needy. But
fhis fact is becoming potent. Tnose behind
the rcenes suy thit results are astonishing
in the matter of fnner development among
the cousigners, Of course chere will be those,
the tivesome utilitarians, who want nothing
of all this, but nevertheless it proves the
Excliiinge a valuable sid in ecivilization, or
whut we are better pleased to term cultiva-
tion. In this one particular the Exchange
deserves many compliments. There ap-
rmrs t0 be no immedinte likelibood that the
{xchange will remove from its present
quarters, c¢ven il Horne's dry < shop
should go further down street. While u
good deal of credit is given to Horne for the
rood patronsge which the Exchange o¢n-
jovs, nevertheless the munagers hiave n
f—r“: bellef inthe Exchange's own reputa-
ion.

Mr. Henry Oliver's house, with its re-
cently completed addition, nebly crowns
the prettily rising ground surrounding it on
Ridge avenue. The rumored aceounts that
Mr. Oliver would sooun dispose of the resi-
dence cannot be traved to any suthentic
source, and is doubtless as absurd as the
stories circuluted recently about the sale of
=0 many Fith avenue residences. It is
searcely probnble that Mr. Oliver wounld add
to his house to pleas¢ his individual taste
and then get rid of it to please somebody
clse. Wiiie arehitectnrally disposed =a
mention should be made of Mr. Harry Dar-
lington’s house, now being erecied on lrwin
nvenue. It completes u very pretty bis
of stieet beginning with Mr, Hostetter’s tem-
worary place of abode at the corner of

‘estern avenue, including Mr. A. E, W,
Paiuter's picturesque und handsome resi-
dence, the stately, cold Jones house and
concluding with Henry Phipps' house at
Ridge avenue, It'sa Jnit;' thut these mng-
nificent honses shiould luive streets so poorly

paved. Itcan't be auy pleasure to drive
over a roac “fanged with murderous
stones.™

Thanksgiving Eve sales were in order
vesterday both in town and in the East
End. Calvary Church sisterbood Leld one
similar to the successful evenc of last year,
and for the same purpose, that of realizing
money for the Christmas charities. Some-
thing which commends the sale to large
hearted people is the manver in which
Calvary distributes the money, or rather
that whicli the money purchases. No differ-
enoe in sex, sect or nationslity is made,
There is only one thing demanded and that
is need, The work of churity is gone about
svstematically and quietly, and thanks to
the good sisterhood, that respecter of per-
sons, Santa Clau: pays good visits at houses,
at which otherwise he would quite forges
even to stop.

The talked-of housewarming at the Pitts-
burg Club House will doubtless end in its
conlescing with the opening Monday even-
ing danee. This is due to the fact that the
house has been in the bands of the uphols-
terer and decorstor a great deal longer time
than anybody expected. There certainly
will be no time before the dance, which
comes off Decomber 14, so that the house-
warming must be Incinded either in that
date or given at a lauter time. The de-
butantns bulls hnve been hindetred by the de-
Iny at the club house, or, at least, some of
them, as several will be given at the Du-
quespe Club, the dates for which have al-
ready been settled.

Social Chatter,

Tue Mendelssohn Band of Wilkinsburg
gove its first concert last evening in the new
Opera House on Penn svenue, The band is
a loeul organizadon, eomposed of some of
the best musicnl young men of the borough.
They have been working hurd under the

uidance of Prof. T. F. Kirk all winter, and
ﬁu\'e munde wonderful progress, as was
shown in the excellent programme. The
band was assisted by the Philharmonic Or-
chestrn and the following soloists: Mrs.
Adah 8. Thomas, J, C. Sweitzer, Misses
Emmn and Clara Chester, . F. Neilsson and
W. Sutley.

Tur Exchange, in connection with the
Ergsloyumut Bureau of the East End, did o
ro! ante-Thanksgiving trado ‘yesterd.ly.
The purlor looks very cheerful with its
tables covered with china and fancy work.
Not the least prosperous sizn was tempt-
ing ples, many of which bores little card
mirked “sold,” thus telling the belated ens
tomner that if she wanfed a pie she had
better get there nlong with the early bird,

A TLrasasT little “*professionnl” theater
arty consisting of Miss Susie Kerwin ana
ey mother, My, Wilbur and his mo’ her,
Miss Kerwin's nephew and Miss Belle Ham-
fitonn enjoyed Frank Daniels wt he Du-
quesne Thenter last night,

Miss Jrria WATsox's coming out ball is
likely to be given at the Pittsburg Club.
Miss Julin is a pretty and charming girl, and
as she has always been n favorite, the indi-
cations are for u debut that will be second
to none.

Mns, GUsEY gave a card party toa number
of friends last night al the Mononguhels
House.

PEOPLE OF PROMINENCE.

SECRETARY FOSTER was reported last
night to be fast improving. .

Mzrs. BERNARD BEeERE, the actress
who will soon start on an Australisn touor,
rejoices in the fuct that she is a godehild of
Willinmm Makepeace Thackerny.

Acconrprxe to a vote taken by a popular
woman’s Journal, Mrs. Harriet Beecher
Stowe is one of the tem most popular nov-
elists of America among cither men or
women,

JAY GouLp's private car has been ordered
put in readiness for immediate use for his
Western trip. He will probubly leave to-
night, as he is reported to Le well enough for
o trip over his roads.

Apjuraxt Geverat MeCLELLAND is
slowly recovering, saysa yesterday's dis-
pateh from Harrisburg, and is expected to
De at his office aguin before long. Overwork
probably contributed to his present il
health,

CoscressMay Crise, candidate for
the §peakership, belongs to an old Virginin
family, who remained in the Old Dominion
until the outbreak of the Civil War, and
then rewoved totreorgin, He isa lawyer by
profession, and was on the beneh befors his
first election to ConNgress seven years ago.

SARA BErxHARDT did not know until
recently that she wus born in the Lutin guar-
ter of Paris, She supposed that she was a
native of Havre. She was born in 1844, ge-
cording to the birth certificate. and her
motlier was a Berlin Jewess who was then
engaged in the millinery business in the Rue
de I'Ecole de Medecin. .

MARK Twaix, who went to Berlin re-
cently, bas been the object of zreat interest
to the people of Germany's capital, [lis
portraits huve been printed in the daily and
weekly papers; long articles upon his life
and works liave been writlen, and numer-
ous accounts have been given of his fabu-
lons wealth, Twain's works have long been
translated into the German language. The
humorist {s popular in the Fatheriand,

THANKSGIVING DAY.

its Origin and an Epitoms of Its His-
tory.

Donbtless the setting aside of an especial
day for the giving of praise snd thanks had
its origin in the appointment of the Hebrew
Feast of Taberuacles provided for in the
Mosaic code,

The day we celebrate now in a national
sense a8 Thanksgiving Day is, however,
traced t0 & wore modern origin. Says the
Baltimore American: In July, 1623, 8 day of
fasting and prayer was appointed in thé in-
fant colonies of New England on account of
drouth. Rain hod come abundantly while
thiey were praying, and Governor Bradford
appointed this a relizions service in token
of it. At Charleston, 8. (., 1681, a fast day
was turned into n day of thanksgiving on
account of the arrival of supplies from Ire-
land. The records tell of many such cele-
brations in the Muusaclhusetis colony, for
several reasons, in 163, 1654, 1637, 168 and
103%; in the Plymouth colony in 1651, 1663 and
1880, when the custom secms to have become
reneral and vearly. Mussachusetts Bay wns
the tirst to u&mint an annual thankssiving,
hgn the proclamation of the English Gov-
einor.

During the Revolution Thanksgiving Day
wns a national institution, aAnnually recom-
mended by Congress, but, after the geneml
thanksziving for peace in 1784, there was no
national anpointment, until, in 1780, George
Washington, nt the s tion of Congress,
recommended a day oF thanksgiving for the
adoption of the Cons itution. He issned an-
other proclamation in honar »f the supres-
slon of an insurrvection in 1795 President
Madison, by request of Congress, recom-
mended sach a day as thanksgiving for
peace in J5§15. But the official recommend-
ation for the givineg of thanks was confined
mainly to New England untfl 1817, after
which it was regularly appointed by the
Governor of New York. The Dutch Gov-
ernor of New York had procluwimed such
days in 1614, 1645, 1055 and 1064 and the Eng-
lish Governor+ in 175 and 1760. In 1855 the
Governor of Virginia recommended o day of
thunkuriving, but, in 1857, Governor Wise,
when requested to do so, publicly declined,
on the ground that e was not authorized to
interfere In religious mattors,

During the civil wiur President Lincoln
issued proclumations reconmending annual
thunkssiving days, since when it has been
the for the Presi t, the Govearnors
of the several States, and evenof the Mayors
of principal cities, to r 1 the ob-
servance of the day. Cupstom fixed the day
a8 the last Thursday in November, but there
was no nniformity in the nppnl.nl.inx of the
day up 1o IS¢

MENTIONING MINNEAPOLIS.

Tuar it is Minneapolis and not Chicago
should eause no hieart-burnings, for Chicngo,
as stated, could not be looked upon as an
notive competitor at any stage of the pro-
ceedings. — Chieago Tribune.

It is another triumph for the great and
bounding West, no Eastern city huving had
even the ghost of a show, and it is doubtfal
whether any Presidental convention here-
after will be hield east of the Alleghenies.—
Phitadelphia Bulletin.

CoXxaRATULATIONS to the bright voung city
of tlie Northwest! Onio will be there in
goodly representation to see the bestmen
win in the nominations, nnd in next Novem-
ber will chousse her usual nnmber of repre-
sentatives to support them in the Electoral
College.—Cincinnati Gazetle,

Tar most important point in favor of the
eity chosen by the National Committee isthe
unfair and dangerous nature of tue contest
which the Repunlienns ol the Northwest will
have to enzuge in next year. They are
nearly eertnin to pe compelled to fight con-
soienceless and yet very formidable com-
binations hetween the Dewocrats nnd the
Farmers® Alliance.—Cleveland Lender.

Tuz convention would have enjoyed itself
better in its intellectuals, its mstheticals
and its general inside and outside if it had
been held heve, but it's all the same to the
town. The delegates will miss New York,
but New York s large and foreetful, and it
won't miss them. Incidentally, we may ob-
serve that in the business technieally known
as hustling, Minneapolis doesn't need any
fly paper.—N, ¥, Sun.

Now that Minneapolis has been chosen as
the place for holding the Republican Na-
tional Convention there is no thoughtof
“ealling in the coroner,” or of having the
Republican party “go into bankrutey,” On
the contrary, the wvoliticlans, giving up
thelr insincere and absurd eontentions, scem
to bLe fairly well satisfled with the choice
made, which is coforless as to eandidates,
In Minneapolis the convention will be as
free as may be from strong local politics.—
Phitadelphia Ledyer.

Tue idea thut the selection of one ecity
rather than another hins “significance” or
“political effect” is mainly nonsense. The
Republican Convention, when it assembles
at Minneapolis, will nominate the same ean-
didate it would have nominated if it had
beer beld in Chicago, Cincinnati or New
York, Itis Mr. Bluine inany case if he will
ran, and otherwise Mr. Harrison, no matter
where the convention is held, * *= # The
choice of Mipneapolis is by no means an in-
Jjudicious one.—New Yirk World.

Tue holding of the convention at Minne-
apolis will be helpful to the Republican
party. The gathering of a great body of
representative national Republicans in the
Northwest will inerease the confidence,
unity and snergy of Bepublicans in thet
growing and prosperous region. It will ox-
ert an important effect in strengthening Re-
publicanism in every Northwestern State in
soeh a degree that the National Republican
Committee cuir chiefly devote its timeand
attention to the States of New York, New
Jeraey, Connecticut and Indinna.— New York
Press.

GOVERNOR HOVEY'S REMAINS

Taken From the Rotunda of the Capitol
and Transported to Mt, Vernon.

Ixmaxaroris, Nov. Z.—The remains of
Governor Hovey wore removed from the ro-
tnnda of the Capitol at 10 o’elock this memn-
ing and started on their journey to Mt. Ver-
non, They were followed to the depot by o
Inrge concourse of people. Minute zuns were
fired by a detnchment of light artillery, and

the bells of thewity tolled during the marel.
The way wn&hy eizht Grand Army

poste, followed the hearse with a platoon
of police on eitberside, and Governor Chnsze
and theother State ofificers,

The train left the city at 10:00 o’clock. The
members of the fumily, State officers and
Judges of the courts oceapied President
McKeen's private car, which was tendered
for their use, while detachiments of eight
Grand Army posts and of the various mili-
tary companies of the State and numerons
citizens occupled the remaining cars, The
train will stop at Terre Haute, Vincennes
and Evansville, where the citizens will be
given un opportunity to view the remains,

THINGS T0O BE THANKFUL FOR.

Tae time isat hand when the ovster lies
down with the turkey and a little child shall
eut them.— Huffulo Express.

Hat to the turkey! This week he will be
what old Ben Franklin wonld have made
him instead of the eagle—the national bird.
—XNew York Recorder.

Tassrac1VING sermons of this seasonought
to be models of their kind. The* ministers
bave before them an unusual supply of the
very best materinl.—Baltimore Americoan.

Tuat the eropsof the United States for this
year are worth $700,000,000 more than those
of last yenr isa good point for n Thanksgiv-
ing sermon.—Cincinnati Commerrial- Gozefte,

WaiLe we are’ sending our pork product
abroad, we are fattening our turkeys for
home consutoption on Thanksgiving Day. It
is one of the fine tnings about protection
that we keep the best things for the home
murket.—New York Press,

Ix the first place 1 think we ought to be
Jubilantly thankful thut we linve ever been
born st all. The greatest and luckiest thinge
that can lappen to 0 man is to be born, If
there fs uny man of whom this eannot be
eald, there is something the matter with
that man. 1 am well aware that when a
muan is born he must look forward to the
colie, and testhing, and the meuastes, and
failing in love. But there is 8o much more
fun in being & live mun than in being o
dead stone, that all these little troubles 1
Imve enumerated will net weigh a feather's
weight in the balunce againstit. Soevery
mun ought to celebrate his birthday with
waving banners and beating drums; but as
there are so many birthdays, and this wonld,
perhaps, make so many processions as to io-
terfere with the regular course of traffic,a
man should be just as thankfaol as possible
for be‘ng born, every Thanksgiving Day.—

Uncte Dudley in Boston Globe,

OUR MAIL POUCH.

The Languags of Monkeys.
To the Editor of The Dispateh:

I see an article in Tae Dispaton devoted
to Prof. Garner's monkey language. I have
been for five yearsa traderon the west const
of Afrien; have been witn Baron Copenfelts,
Connt de Bmzza, La Ghsze, the French
naturalist,and many other people of note,
anid have had ample opportunities to study
the babits of the gorilln, both in the dense
forests of the Ogowe and Gaboon rivers and
also in thair captive state prior to having
them shipped to Kurope, 1 have hunted
With some of the best natives in the Ogowe

on, and after all am of this opinion:
Thut the gorilla, chimpanzee, Colo Camba,
and in fuct nll African monkeys, ure able
from the natnral fonuationa of  their
tonzues, throats, ete., to ntter certain sonneds,
8s of warning, menace, pleasure and want,
and nothing clse. As for their distinguishing
between water and milk it is absord, In
their nutural state they have no milk, and
therefore have no word for what they don't
liave, andus they arealways=out of doors they
don’t much mind the weather, and if they
wanted shelter they would go and take if.
They go to the river for water and don's
have to ask for it, and the samne with food.
There is an old saying in Gaboon or Em-
pongwe: Kemmy nfnmmmn u nosa tanda,
which menans, “Did voo ever see one monkey
ive another s nuti™ Certainly not, f he
gczzwd ever so hard tor it in Garner's or any
other linco, Let him once eamp in the
woods around Lake Ayingo at nizht and he
will soon find out that there is more reality
in the mosquito’s little song of th rst than
the gorilla’s morning trummlnp“md roar-

ing. . SMrTH.
Pirrsnree, November 24,

Against the Slaughter of Birds,
To the Editor of The Dispatch:

The statement has been going the rounds
of the press that the other day at the great
convention of the Woman's Christian Tem-
peranca I'nion in Boston a resolution ex.
pressing disnporoval of the custou of wear-
ing Lirds was lost. This isa mistnke. It
wis only referred. On the lust nfternoon of
the convention, after other resolutions bad
been dizeussed and adopted, rhis one was
agnin opresented and carried by a rising
vote, It was as follows: “Resolved, That
we hereby express our disapproval of the
custorn of wearing the bodles, wings or
feathors of birds (exceps those of the os-
trich) as a part of our elothing or headgear,
and we ecall upon all right-mindad women to
unite with us in efforts toavolish this de-
structive and cruel fashion.” The following
concerning vivisection was also adopted
unanimonsly: “Resolved, That we reafMirm
the resolntion econdemning vivisection as
Leing eruel, ui ry and demoralizing,
which was passed lnst year nt Atlanta, and
we recommend State nnions to endeavo- to
secure such amendments to the Siate laws
as shall prohibit the experiments on ani-
mnls now so often performed before ¢
of young people as being uvol:inil‘;rmdlnl
to deteriorate the moral charaoter, and to
directly antagonize the work of our bands
of mercy.” Many F. LoveLr,
Spperintendent Department of Mercy, Na-

tonal W, (LT, U,

Buyx Mawgr, Pa,, November 24

Entirely Too Conservative,

To the Fditor of the Dispateh:

The feilure of Pictsburg to secure the next
Republican Convention is more evidence of
1 conservative town, and also evidence that
we should have an active Dody, niways on
the alert for the iuterests of the city, or we
will find that Pittsburg, with ull its advant-
ages for being foremaost, will pass into o dry
rot. Some person said: “Pittsburg is slow
in getting a start, but when stirted she
goes.” Yes, but she gets a start on too late,
and it wonld be more credit to her to not get
a start on than to come in out of breath ask-
ing for favors that other cities have pre-
pared for and put up money for without
stint months ahend. Ttis not conservative
we are, but too slow and selflsh. It requires
rendyv eush tu‘{msh the city just the sanme as
it does to push u business. Now, then, with
no orgnnized body to present these matters
properly before, you eannot get the proper
flnuneial support, anid those who put up
their money o so tardily and not nelr the
amount they would il more vim or push
ware shown, Then if the enterprise was a
failure, as in the case of the Republican Con-
vention, they cunnot be induced to put up
on another oceasion, What we require is
that our Iudinﬁnbnsinm le o iz
and you will ve the middle cluss an
workingman join in anything that will have
n tendency to push our city as it shonld be.
The Pittsburg pa; are right and will
always do more thnn thefr share, but they
eannot do all. Let us et to the front or we
will in a short time be ealled a slow town.

PitrasonG, November 24, PITTSBGRG.

Tolstol's Unwise Zeal.

New York Sun,]

The impracticable charagter of Count
Tolstol, the Hus<sian novelist, is clearly
shown by his manifesto to the Russiag Gav-
ernment, declaring that unless it guamntee
to feed the people until the next harvest,
and fuithfully perform the pledge, thers will
be a revolution, in which he, Tolstol, will
take part himsell. It may Le impossible
even for the autocrat of all the Russins to
save bis people from the fatal consegnences
of famine, for the means of a Government
depend on the product of loans, taxation, or
confiseation, and if, ns in Europe to-day,
Russia’s credit in the money market is
broken, on what can the Government de-
pend but confiscation? Can a human-
itarian Anarchist iike Tolstol consistently
favor confiscation instead of voluntary char-
ity? And ean Tolstol, the preacher of peace
at all bazards, consistently advocate a rav-
olution, if conflscation fails or is denied?
surely such o manifesto is the net of 4 vague
sentimentlist, not of either a serious phil-
anthropist ov phil hie sta

PLAYS T0 COME.

Tuaeng will be matinees at al the theaters
to-day.

Migs Orcie Tonesrr and her concert com-
pany will appear at Carnegie Hall on Friday
evening.

. Tue Boston Symphony Orehestral Club
will give two coneerts to-day, afternoon and
evening, at Old City Hall.

Tur Wilbur Opera Company is giving
eomic opera in better style acr Hnrris'
Thenter this week than someo of the re-
splentient starring organizations seen here
this year.

Tux favorite comediung, Evane and Hoey,
will hoid forth at the Alvin next week, and
aided Ly Miss Minnie Freneh, as Jnnocent
Kidd, and the siatuesqne Sisters Lealy, who
are new to this city, they will present their
Intest version of the popular firce-comedy,
A Parlor Mateh.” New music, new ncts
and new specinlties will be the rule, and a
fine performanceé may be looked for.

Ox Saturaay “Camille” will be given at the
matinee at the Alvin, and Miss CUlara Morrls
will nssume her most notable role. The
inte Don Piutt, nfter seeing n performanoe of
“Camille” by Clars Morris, remarked to
General Daniel Sickles, who sceompanied
him: “This woman is the Rachel of Amer.
icn.”  “Hachel? Yes," said the General,
it with wurm biood in her veins, Morris
appeals to the heart as well us to the intel-
lect.”

Miss Mamz WarnwrtanT has gone out of
Shakespearenn roles into the romwantic erea-
tion of Sir Waller sScott, “Amy Robsart,”
and in this will be seen at the Grand Opern
House next week. Thisis & dramatizution
of “Kenilworth,” and the New York verdiet
upon the production Was very favorable.
Wenderful stories are told of the scenery
and general moanting of the play, and re-
mombering how Miss Wainwright staged
“Twelfth Night,” they may be believed,

sisce Florence's death Mr, Grne lius more
than ever o daim to be considered the fore-

most exponent of pure American comedy.”

Itis good news that he will present “The
Scenator,” & very bright, ifnota very deep,
play, at the Duquesne Thester nest weok,
A to the compuny supporting iim, the
promise is made that it will beas good us
Jast year's, plbeit that charming fngenue,
Migs Stunti, who was here recently with the
Pitou Company, is no lenger with it

Rongnr MANTELL, one of the few yonng
astors of ability who have elected to he
faithful tothe romantic drama. will be ue
the Bijon Thenater ngxt week. He will ap-
pear in the everattructive drama of Dumas’,
‘The Corsican Brothers,” on Monday night
znd for the greater part of the wesk. At the
Wednesday matinec and Friday night he
will be seen in IYEunery's doima, “Mon-
bars,” a pars which saits 3Mr. Mantell well.
On Friday .evening he will fresent for the
first time in Pittsburg two new plays, “Thoe
Touisianian,” a romantic drama by Edward
M. Allfriend, and & one-aet picce, “A Lesson
in Acting."

CURIOUS CONDENSATIONS.
—California sells wine to Paris.
—Mackerel pave appeared off the Pacifie

eonst. )

—Delirium tremens kills four people per
day in England. ¥

—Eangland and Treland together drank
42,000,000 gallons more beer than Germany
lust year.

—The great bell of Moscow (which has
never been lung) I8 21 fest high and 68 feec
in cirenmforence.

—Indians enlisted in the cavalry service
are essily disciplined. learn the drill readily
and soon scquire the esprit de corpsa.

—The famous Anaconda mine having
swallowed several fortunes, hos bezun at
Iast to disgorge and is producing heavily.

—In Tecland, with 66,000 population, a
murder which has just oecurred is the firss
for 56 years, and the whole island is in un in-
tense state of excitement.

—Two hundred and twenty-five loaded
four-wlieeled coal cars on the Lehizh Valley
Railroad are =il to have constituted the
beaviest train ever hauled over any road in
America. .

—Rattlesnakes are raised for their oil by
A man named Jaynes, near Gainesville, Mo,
He has 10,000 snakes and the “orop™ which
be kills ench yesar is about 2,000. The ofl soid
for liniments, brings $1 & piat.

—Compressed air delivered from a flexi-
ble hose with a small nozzle ot a pressare of
50 pounds to the =quare ineh is very effectiva
in cleaning plush eustions. It is so used on
the Unioh t'acific Company's road.

—The expression ‘it is me"” is idiomatie,
and “it is 1" {3 pedantic, is maintained by
anthority on English. This is very flatter-
ing to the masses, but the educated cinsses

will, In this instance, doubtless, prefer to be
pedantic rather than idiomstie.

—The population of the world is shout
1.500,000,000 people. One-fourth dies befors
the 15eh year, and the average duration of
life is about &iyvears. Thirty-three milliona
and thirty-thiree thousand people die each
yeur, making a total of 91,501 each day.

—The fact that first strikes American
visitors to Rome i= the noticeably modern
churueter of the Holy City, and the an-
tiquities have to be looked for. The ecitr
appears prosperous and fmpr —but
these are not things nsoally said of it

—Four-fifths of the steam engines of tha
world havefbeen constructed within the lase
B years. Thetotsl horse power is cstimated
ft 40 000,000, of which the United States has
7,500,000, Great Briraln 7.000,000, Germany,
gm.mn, France 3,000,000, and Aostrin, 1,500,

—Corn is king this vear to the following
extent in the 10 leadine corn growing
States: Town, 301562 000; Illinois, 241,076 000
Missouri, 201,171000: Kansas, .
Nebraska, H5,000L0000 Indiana, 116,490,000
Ohilo, S6.20,000: Texas, 93.122000: Kentucky,
£6,040,000, and Tennesses, 81,55 000

—An Indian tomahawk was found in the
center of n sawlog 82 inches in dinmeter as
Moore, Mich. W issix inches in length and
hasa blade of roughly forzed iron, abont
two and a half inches long. The solid
timber over the head of the tomabawk wos
ten inches in thickness. It is estimated that
it had been in the tree two centnries.

—UGierman blood predominates in the rovai
families of Eunrope. The English Princes
are Germans, the Bossfaus are, nil the Tou-
tonic Princes are, the King of Spain‘s
mother is German., sn was the mother of
King Humbert, while the reiening house in
Portuzal fs the “house of Braganzn-Saxe-
Cobourg and Gotha." Germany is toe
mother of Kinus, just ns Virginia was the
motlier Presidents.

—Berlin has 210 miles of streets, so that a
person might walk ten days in the German
capital without going upor down the same
street twice, If the 1,400,000 inhabitants wera
to turn out at & grand review, and march in
doubile file, they would form a line 730 miles
in length. If the eitizens should all deter-
mine to start on a journey on the same day
and at the same time, all the ears in Ger-
many wonld accommodate but two-thirds of
their number.

—Old watches of partienlar value includa
those with hog's bristles for reculating ths
vibrations, egg watches, all watohes with
one hand, with or without ornamentations,

hes without bal aprings and with-
out regulating arrangements, tliosa with per-
forated ouses, those with finely of cnses,
if the chasing be distinet; enmmeled gold
watehes of the finest workmanship, watches
of wood or ivory or with fron or porocelnin
cases, and nearly all watehes with peculiar
movements.

—Pre-Columbian discoverers of America
are claimed Ly several nations. Chiness
Buddhist monks are said to have landed in
Mexivo in the fifth century of our ers.
Et. Brendan, who is said to have flourished
in Ireland in the sixth eentury, is said to
bave Innded at some unidentifie on
this continent: bnt Leif Ericssen, in the
year 1000 actunlly made a landing in what is
now Mu, Hope Bay, Rhode Island, and called
the country Vinland. The settlement was
broken up by internal dissensions in 102
Masloe, ce of Wales, is said to have
visited this country in 1170,

—An elephant ranch is the latest novelty
propos<ed in California, and a Mr. Newbary,
the projector, is entbusiustic abous his
pluns. He proposes to cultivate the ele.
phant for its menat and its espacity for hard
and diversiffed work. He says that “us an
article of food the elephant is saperior to
tne horse,"” and most people will be willing
tonccept his stutement. though not fully
appreciuting its force. He says that behind
a tongh exterior it hides a tender steak,
and that African explorers are profuse in
their pruise of elephane cutlets, A fall-
grown eleplhiant weighsabout 7000 pounnds,
and Mr. Newbury counts 6,000 of this as
good mieat.

—The Esquimanx, says a missionary who
has been long smong them, are in many re-
spects superior to the Northern Indian
tribes. They are not numerous, but their
nunibers dao not seem to be diminishing.
Tley cscape the terrible faruines that ocea-
slonally carry off inrge numbers of Indians,
partly becanse the food supply of the Esqui-
maux, con=isting of fish and seal, is less pra-
carious than the and reind on
which the Indian depends. The Bm}ulluulx
are also more provident, and they lay up n
stock of food for a chance parm-ci of seare-
fty. They are more industrious than the
Indian. and show greater ingenuity in the
mannfeture of tools, weapons und osher
articles,

THEIR PARENTS THINK THEM SMART,

Mrs. La Mode. “Oh, I beg vou to take
off that dear Httle hird. =o muoch is being said
abont this destraetion of bird-ilfe that | woold not
woear one for the world, Haveu't you soyvthing
else?"’

Milliner (lsyiog a wing on the hat). 'l hardl>
think we have, madam, Weam trimmiog with
birds and wings almost rutirely.””

Mrs. La Mode, **“That wing would do very well
ware it not so small, If you ean get more of that
stvle you may telm it up with wings. " —Morpor's
Birzirr,

Mr. Mereer—**Doyon think advertising
payss

Mr. Merenr—**It didn’t pay me; Tlost money by
.

Mr. Mereer—"*What did you ndvertise?*!

Mr, Merene—*'1 advertised for s wife and gw
her. " =FPwel.

“What an accumulation of sweets these
Hittie fellows hoani!'* =aid o philosopher, contem
plating an ant bill swarming with myriads of the
tiny creatures.

*Yes, I suppose they are quite wealihy from
thelr standpolint.””

**Dho yonu know hy what principie they manage to
aecumulnte o mueh*"

“No. Hows*

“Well, protably because they understand the
principles of fine sots, " — Philodeiphia Press,

Neighbob—Do vou faney yon could supn-
port Ethel on ten dollars a week?

Clarklets-T wm williag to 1er 1tz that isiF that is
1ho best you ean do. —Sen Tork Hermiet,

Wage—You ean say what vou choose, but
18 i= a stern necessity,

Wooden—Why whint j«2?

Wagg ~ The rudder. —Bosts Cowrier,

OLD-TIME THAXESGIVING TTRS,

The splendid pies grandmother made
Of strong and hearty minee,

Throw modern efforts (o the shade,
Ther"ve not been equaled sinee;

Ko, don't. | warn you, geutle friend,
Tor with these modern ples;

Earch soparate halr shall stand on end,
Andl frightfn dream= arise,

But grandna’s pie=! They were the dresmal
I slept without a snore!
When [ ook ack It sometimes seema
1 should have eaten more!
The bov woald fimd his slumbers sweet,
Wht pat his encthiy truest
In grandma’s six-weeks-old minee meat,
And Lght and flaky orust,
—Sparks.




