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T PITTSBURG. TUESDAY, NOV. 17, 180,

TWELVE PAGES
NEEDS ONLY ZEAL AND LIBERALITY.
It Pittsburg does not put her best foot
foremost for the Republican National Con-
vention, it will be from a strange under-
valuing of her own advantages, combined
with a singular want of perception of the
hest opporiunity she has had for years.

The great city whose push and prestige
would as usual have jostled all competit-
ors out of the race—Chicago—has form-
ally declined to compete this year. San
Francisco is the most ostentatious entry,
offering free transportation for delegates
and & fund of 850,000 for entertainment.
But San Francisco is out of the questiont
by reason of distsnce. There should be no
compulsion upon delegates to devote three
weeks of their time to nominating a ticket.
That is what a trip to San Francisco and
baek, with a week thrown in for the con-
vention, would mean. The scenery en ronte
is beautitul; the Californin wines and
fruits are worthily famouns, and the
climate at cerfain seasons quite as “glori-
ous” as the poets and orators of the Slope
are wont to assert—but if the delegates all
over the country are tc be limited to the
vlass whom it will suit to give three
weels' time to the nominating business,
this exclusion of all others will neither be
popular nor a good precedent.

Wikh Chicago out voluntarily, and San
Francisco out by the lome of eircum-
stances, there are only Cincinnati, Sk
Louis, Minneapolis and Omaha to con-
sider. The two former cities have had
their share of politica: courtesy and con-
sideration in times past. They have not
been lucky in the fate which befell tha
tickets nominated there; and they are not
as well prepared to move the crowds of
visitors as Pitisburg iz, with ifs unap-
proached rapid fransic svstems. As for
Mimmeapolis and Omaha there is no senss
indragging the great majority of the dele-
gates, who will come from the New Eng-
land, Middle and Southern States, ona
three days' jonrmey when Pittsburg is
within twelve to twenty-four: hours’ reach
of them.

Sueh are some of the practical ar-
guments presenting themselves for Pitts-
burg. The sentimental one of this being
the birthplace of the party will count for
something, alsc—and about all that re-
mains is for the penple of this town to
ruarantee 4 bigger fand than any other
point for the entertainment of the dele-
gates  San Franciseo offers §50,000—but
as the newspapers of Pittsburg alone offer
about $10,000 as their own contribution,
the hotels and merchants and manufac-
turers and great special interests, such as
the railroads, coal, coke and petroleum,
shouid readily put the figure up to £100,-
(UL LS

The advantages to the city of having
5000 to 75,000 active strangers from all
paris of the country see its development
and the splendid opportunities it offers
for new capital and brains will far exceed
auy sum it can be called on to contribute
for the securing of the convention. The
movement is, therefore, one of real im-
portance, and should be forwarded with
the utmost zeal and liberality.

A POSSIDLE DILEMMA,

The rumor that Italy has taken adwvan.
tage of the strained relations betwesn the
U nited States and Chile to renew her de-
mand for apology and indemuity for the
New Orleans mob murders wmay be a mere
rocrbach, but it arouses interesting specu-
lation as to the logical dilemma in which
such a demand would place the Adminis-
tration.

How would the State Department deal
with a double diplamatic situation of this
sort?  Would it be possible to malke an in-
ternutional issue ont of a sailors’ riot at
Valparaiso while declaring that the organ-
izedl mobh at New Orleans was without in-
ternatiopa! signifieance? Can we claim
that the Chilean Government is responsi-
ile for the former fight, and at the same
tme assert that our Government has no
responsibility for the aets of the New Or-
leans lynchers? The fact that consistency
i= not nsually decmmed an essential quality
in diplomacy has Dbeen clearly recognized,
lint it ceems rather diffienlt for a diploma-
tist ut the same time to set up one theory
of internationsal law for the United States
and another for Chile.

Not to speak of the ultimate dificulties
which mighi arise if the United States had
ihe navies of Italy and Chile to deal with
ai the same time, the logical complication
presented by this report justifies the hope
that Italy will generously spare us this di-
winmu, or that the Administration will
take the earliest steps to siraighten out the
Chiltean muddie.

SUCCHSSFUL CO-OPERATION,

The discussion of co-operation is gener-
ally limited by the assertion that industrial
ro-gperation, or the organization of work-
ingmen to carry on amanufacturing enter-
prise, is sure of failure. This rather dog-
matie viow is based on the belief that
intelligent and consistent direction of the
cuterprise cannot be secured unless the
livad is principally interested in its success.
For that reason profit-sharing which leaves
the management under such 8 head has
received a more general indorsement.

This view is not entirely unfounded,
although it is worth while to notice that it
presents as valid an objection to industrial
enterprises in corporate formas to co-oper-
ative organization. But there are some
very striking instances to prove that the
rule is notuniversal. In England working-
men bave given much attention to co-oper-
ation, and a remarkable example of jts
suceess is presented in the opening of ths
mammoth boot and shoe factory at
Lelcester.  This factory covers six adres,
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workmen,

It is evident that only a few such sue-
| cesses as this are needed to shake the
dogma that workingmen cannot organize
to be their own employers. It may remain
the case that the organization will require
the most careful guarding against negli-
gence or dishonesty in this direction; but
the fact that such success is within the
reach of co-operation when properly organ-
ized is an important one. The effect on
labor problems is readily perceived. An
Eastern journal says with reference to it
that “the capitalist per se disappears by
absorption into the workingman,” but
another way of stating the same thing is
that the unattached or floating working-
man disappears by becoming a small
capitalist and his own employer.

Certainly every such establishment as
the one at Leicester is an incilement to
the pursuit of the co-operative experi-
ment in the hope of producing a complete
solution of the labor problem.

THE BRAZILIAN CONTEST.

The efforts of the representatives of
Fonseca, and the organs of Brazilian ab-
solutism in the United States, to suppress
the uprising against usurpation so far as
publication of it is coneerned meets withan
insuperable obstacle in the obstangy of the
Nationalists, who keep on capturing towns
and extending their opposition to the die-
tatorship.

The advices from Buenos Ayres, which
is the nearest large city fo Rio Grande do
Sul, give tolerably authentic information
that the Nationalists have taken Porto
Allegro, the capital of Rio Grande do Sul,
and are practically in complete possession
of that populous and important State.
The provisional organization of this move-
ment is taking steps to extend it to other
States, while Fonseca is concentrating all
his forees to suppress it. !

In the geographical division of the
movement, as well as in its political
aspeets, this closely parallels the Chilean
struggle, The Southern provinces, being
those where the more temperate climate
produces a more active and independent
social development than in the more trop-
ical regions, takes the leadership in forei-
bly apposing the usurpations of a military
dictator. Whether the same success will
attend the Brazilian contestants against
absolutism as the Chileans won is only to
be determined by the issue of the confiict.
But those who believe in the maintenance
of representative institutions will be glad
to recognize that & gallant stand is being
made for that cause in Southern Brazil.

TRUE AND FALSE CHIVALRY.

The latest demonstration of “Southron
chivalry,” a common fisticuff fight in a
stable between two scented scions of
bluest-blooded Blue Grass aristocratic
families—one of them a son of Congress-
man Breckenridge—who adjourned for
the purpose in their dress suits from the
Governorlg reception ball at Lexington,
will suggest to the average Kentuckian or
Southron gentleman of the old school a
most lamentable degeneracy from the
“duel under the eode™ in the days “befoh
the wah, sir, when, by 'gad, we did things
differently, by ‘gad.” To the average
Northern—why not Northron—gentleman
it will merely suggest that after all per-
haps the best form of chivalry is that
which begins far enough back to obviate
the giving of offense.

OXLY ONE WAY.

We have received, with a request for
careful perusal, a pamphlet written by
Rev. Samue! W. Dike, Secretary of the
National Divoree Reform League, on
“Uniform Legislation for Marriage and
Divoree.” 1t sets forth, what has long
leen recognized in these columns, the
necessity for uniformity, discusses at
length the obstacles in the way of Con-
stitutional amendment which will bring
the subject within the purview of national
legislation, and concludes by setting forth
the direction which the effort has taken,
namely, the appointment of State com-
missions to confer with a view to securing
uniform State legislation.

We ean go with the National Divoree
Reform League to the extent of regard-
ing this plan as a proper one for securing
adequate study of the question, and agita-
fion of itsimportance; but as for the hope
of securing wniformity in the marriage
and divoree legislation by separate State
action, it is 2 futile dream. - There always
will be a wide diversity * of opinion asto
what should be the legislation on these
subjects; but all will agree as to the sean-
dal and public injury of a system under
which a couple may be legally married in
one State and living in violation of the
Commandment in another, or by which a
man divorced in one State may commit
bigamy by marrying elsewhere. But so
long as the subject is left to independent
State action the different social conditions
of the various States will be reflected in
the different legislation which produces
these incongruities,

The Divorce Reform League is worthy
of encouragement in its effort to study
and improve upon present conditions; but
it should understand that there is but one
way of securing uniformity of legislation,
and that is to put the subject on which
uniform ity is desired in the control of a
single legislative power.

1

REEPING UP THE MISSTATEMENTS.

The persistence with which misrepre-
sentations are circulated concerning the
inter-State commerce law, and especially
concerning the status of the Canadian
railroads under it, has been noted hereto-
fore. But the presentation of a champion
example of the sort appears in the New
York Telsgram with un iteration of the
misstatements worth noticing 4s a legal
phenomenoen.

The article in the Telegram starts out
with the assertion that **Canadian rail-
roads can make what rates they please to
the detriment of American lines which
must conform to the law," which is at
once characterized as an “unjust and ab-
surd discriminafion in favor of foreign
roads.” Any one who takes the trouble
to inform himself on the subjeet could
Jearn that the first section of the law in
question makes all its provisions apply to
the Canadian railroads doing business in
the United States equally with United
Stutes lines, and that the effect of that
sections has been affirmed by a ruling of
the inter-State Commerce Commission.
In view of that fact the repetition through
the article of assertions concerning the
“superior rights”” of the Canadian rail-
roads, and allowing them “privileges
which are not accorded to our own rail
roads,” is shown to be purely an effort of
the imagination. Itis of a piece with the
assertion credited by the Telsgram to the
president of an important ruilroad that
“the inter-State law was intended for the
protection of American railroads,” the
fact being that its entire purpose was the
protection of the American people against
| the greed and misuse of corporats power.

| Itis the fact that the Canadian railroads |

quent among the railroads of thiscountry.

“Yet,” he says, “tiiere is no means of

reaching the great and supreme offender
Canadian

of all—the railroad.” This is

other, namely, by fhe penalties of fine and
damages provided in the law for both.
When those who affirm this Inequality are
pinned down fo an exact statement they

trytomake itgood by asserting thaton that

long-and short-haul clause. But in that
respect they are on an eguality not only
beifore the law, but in actual fact with the
trunk lines of the United States which
have the same exemption on their traffic
within States having no such enactment.
The real trouble between the roadsof
the United States and those of Canada Is
that the latter are carrying the products of
the Northwest more cheaply than our
trunk lines are willing to do. This makes
the object of the corporations, in continu-
ing the palpable mistatements  concerning
the law, plain enough. But what is the
purpose of the esteemed Telegrom in mis-
informing its readers concerning the law?

A SILVER ANOMALY.

Mr. David A. Wells, in a recent article,
takes occasion to present a humorous view
of the stock of silver held in the Treasury.
It now amounts to $400,000,000. If erected
in a eolumn one foot in diameter it would
reach above the highest mountain in the
world, being sixand a half miles in height.
To move it by wagon would take a train
of 5,500 two-horse teams, or if carried by
hand it would enlist the services of 220,000
men, while one person who undertook to
count it dollar by dollar, would have a job
for eleven years.

These aids to realizing the magnitude
of the Treasury' stock of silver are
given especial significance by a recent
assertion of Secretary Foster. Sn long
as the outstanding silver certificates
were represented to be redeemable in-this
silver, it had an obvious function, although
it contained the danger of possible return
to the silver basis. But now we have the
statement of the Secretary of the Treasury
that the certificates, though based on this
silver, are, by the pledge of the Govern-
ment, to be redeemed in gold. Inthat case,
it appears that this immense stock of silver
is absolutely without use, except that of
using the Treasury funds to fake the sur-
plus silver out of the market. Moreover,
we are confronted with the inquiry, first,
as to what is the Treasury reserve of gold,
by which these certificates are to be re-
deemed, and, second, as to what resources
the Treasury will be able to call up, say
ten years hence, when the silver stock has
increased to nearly a thousand millions,
and he other cash resources of the Govern-
ment have been used in accumulating it.

The entire range of monetary history
containg nothing more remarkable than
this example of an immense stock of silver
heaped up as an alleged basis for a note
cireulation, which the head of the
now declares is not to be redeemed by this
silver, but by a gold reserve that, so far
as public knowledge extends, is non-
existent. -

CoMPLIMESTS are extended by the New
York Worla to the distinguished editor of
thre Herald to the effect that “Mr. Bennett {s
to be congratulated upon the orzanization
ol his great establishment which permits
him to manage it, if he so eleots, from the
four quarters ofthe globe.” The practice of
editing from the remote sections of the
earth has more than one exponentin New
York without exactly producing a vindica-
tion; but the ubiguity which enables Mr,
Bennett to manage his paper from the fonr
quarters at once may be the explanation for
some of the editorial outbreaks of that
jowrnal, which have bheretofore been sup-

to be due to the fact that Mr. Bennett
had been dining.

“How to Feed a Railway”" is the title of
a new publication, which ought to oconvey
valuable instruction to the corporation
managers who have heretofore shown that
their idens of feeding were confined to an al-
most uniimived watering of the stock.

As TaE DisPATCH indicated, it was the
typog raphical error which did its work on

that those arrests the other day were
not of Chicago Anarchists, bnt of Chicago
editors. The assertion that the police eonld
not tell the difference Detween the two
leaves open & topic for debate whether it
WNS mOSt Severe on the police or the editors.

THE German war departmént has re-
solved that the German soldiers shall eat
American corn and rye mixed in the same
loaf. Corn 1s rapidly demonstrating its
claim to roysal hopors.

Tn discovery by Tar DISPATCH of one
mah, who will let the city have a Poor Farm
at less than he will sell the land to anyone
else, is s grateful compensation for the pre-
vailing determination of the rest of the
county that the city must pay 7 per ecent
more than the price for private purchasers.

THE Conservative programme is a strong
bid.for the support of the labor element and
the concilintion of the Irish in any way that
can be done without swallowing the Liberal

progrumme whole, ¢

A COTEMPORARY remarks that an
American corn-meal agent could find a lnrge
demand in the hungry parts of Russin at the
present time. True; but the. Russian zov-
ernment i8 not either paying for corn or
allowing the charity of the ontside world to
relieve the distress of ita subjects.

THE vietorious pig of America is extend-
ing its conquests. Austro-Hungary mnow
proposes to Tecognize his Supremnacy.

BNAP SHOTS TN SEASON.

Ir doesn’t spoil the barrel organ to knock
a few staves out of it.

PeOPLE above suspicion must, of course,
stand very high.

BARDSLEY has conclusively demonstra-
ted that a man can keep & secret.

WHENY bank stock is watered there’s
bound to be a run on it.

BEFORE she left the dry goods store
The merchant smiled in glee; !

But you can bet her hnbby swore
When those goods came C. 0. D.

PosTAL clerks who can handle males old
enough to vote just auit Harrison.

TaE Anarchists say it will take 20,000
Yvears to reform the world. It shouldn’t take
20 minutes to reform the Anarchists,

THE early bird is now apt to catch a cold.

DocTors are the ones who ecan afford to
smile every time they see men drinking each
other's healih.

THOSE who imagine they are close to the
throne of grace because they sit in the front
pews will some day find out their mistake.

THE Salvation Army fanaties that carry
guns are bound to go over to the enemy
sooner orlater,

OxcE she was true, but now, alack!
She's given me the cold, cold shonlder
Because I booght no sealskin saeque
To keep her back from growing colder.

Avrr watches stop, but all are not stop

watches.

THE tired actor smiles when the eurtain
drops, and so doa good many in the audi-
ence.

MASCAGNT, the new composer, is a bak-
er's son and is well bred.

It does seem strange that poor farms feteh
more money than good énes.

PERTINENT PERSONALITIES,

Mes. PovLTsEY BIGELOW has a pillion
in her own right, bat she writes stories and
takes pay for them, just the same.

PRINCE GEORGE, second son of the Prince
of Weales, is ill with the suteric fever, but
his physician says he is in no danger.

ScarncHr and Patti don’t speak nowa-
days. Scalchi even goes so far as to say she
won't sing on the same stage as Pattl.

Hox, Dick OGLESBY, of Illinois, says he
has had enough of politics. Three times
Governor of a State ought to satisfy any-

REV. HOSEA WISE has been preaching
against vice in Illinois for 60 years, and he is
still a vigorous opponent of his satanic
mujesty. P

WILLARD, the actor, pronounces his
name with the nccent on both svllablaa,
Since he §s coining money for his manager,

hose iron ore i Our
porary, the Philadelphia Record, explains
that it should have gaid there wnsa decrease
of 50 cents per ton in the cost of mining
and 85 cents per ton- in the value of ore at
the mines, instead of giving these fgures as
percentages. This very radical difference
makes it quite evident bow the richer veins
of the new regions should permit this de-
crease concéurrently with an increase in the
wages of miners,

THE quesbion of war at present is not
whe ther there will be war in Europe or a
naval contest in America, but whether there
will be a desolating, internecine confliet be-
tween the baseball organizations.

THE sgitation of the Poor Farm question
is bringing to the surface numerous evi-
dences that plenty of suitableland can be had
for prices much less than the recommended
#3150 tract. Considering that Controller Mor-
row estimates a probable deficiency in the
Treasury at the end of the fiscal year of
abont §300,003, it would seem thata diversion
of some of the surplus proceeds from the sale
of the old farm to the relief of the taxpayers
would be more timely than throwing it
away onan unwise and indefensible real
estate ventute, .

It is singular that Uncle Jerry, in deal-
ing with the rec ¢ Massach peaple,
omitted to warn them that he may yet be
roused to give them the worst assortment of

wenther he has got in stock.

DR HAMILTON GRIFFIN, on whom the
the fierce sunlfght of publicity throws its
glare less freguenly than heretofore, has
permitted himself to be interviewed in
Louisville, and assures the publle that Mrs.
Navarro is hbappy; that she has no intention
of retnrning to the stnge, and that she is not
writing a book. As Mre. Navarro has no em-
emies the news that she is not writing a book
will be received with satisfaction that com-
pensates for any disappointment over the
fuct that she will not resume her profession.

WHENX we remember that free coinage
solves the problem of what newly married
couples shall do with their duplicats silver
presents, the -politieal strengih of that
mensure explains ltself.

THE people of New York built s big ac-
uneduet for their cily & year or two
gwnm nﬂ:;s:to provide for a mnr:f:;
supply of water to flll it, The long-suffering
tax payer may bo induced by the present
pearcity to put up enough money to enable
the political contrmctors to construct a
water supply i proportion to the magni-
tude of the tunnel.

TaE eclipse of the moon attracted some
attention where it could be observed, but it
was tmansient and evangscent compared
with the obscuration -of the recent tiger
hunt in New York City.

OuR navy is larger than it was. but, with
| business firse in Brazil, Bering Sea, Chile,
| Chinn and Hawaii, its employment seems to
have increused iu more than dueproportion
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no one obj

Rosert Hoe, Jn. of printing press
fame, has a penchant for old and curions en-
gravings. He has already collected $300,000
worth, but he can afford it.

Some of the Ameriean ladies ecounld well
follow the example set by Lady Arthur Rus-
seil. She has bullt and donated swimming
baths to the village in Burrey, England,
where she resides,

W. K. VANDERBILT pays & physician
E10.000 for taking a six weeks' trip with him.
It is to be presumed that the physician will
tuke extra good care of his patient. He will
if he knows a good thing when he sees it

AFTER THE CONVENTION.

Ir Cineinnati wants the Eepublican Na-
tional Convention she must give n bond
that the gas supply will not fail.—N. Y, Prew.

Ban Fraxcisco is working for both nation-
al conventions next year. Itissupposed to

Some yeais agoa striking story was pub-
lished in France describing a wonderful
flesh-eating plant discovered by a great bot-
nnist. If we remember rightly the story

recounted how a certain collector discov- |

erod a plant of the flytrup species of 20 g
guntiea egize that it conld consume huge
masses of raw meat, Justas the fy-catch-
ing plant snaps upa fiy and draws nutri-
ment from the 1y’s dead body, says  writer
in the London Spectator, 20 this one fed itsell
on the legs of mutton nnd srloins of beef
which were thrown into its ravening maw.
The botanist in the story, for some renson,
Ppossibly fear of having his plant destroyed
a8 dangerous to pubilic safety, keeps the ex-
istence of the plant a secret and preserves it
in a locked-u vatory, Hins wife, how-
ever, who is made misernble by his absorp-
tion of mina—he think: of nothing but how
to feed and improve his wonderful and fas-
cinating plant—determines to follow him.
This she does, nccompanied by an old school
friend of the husband.

When the puir reaclh the inner conserva-
tory they see, to their horror, the infatunted
batani st tossing bieeding joints of raw ment
into the hnge jaws of o giant fiytrap. They
areat first petrified with horrov. At Inst,
however, the wife throws herself into the
arms of her husband and impiores him to
give up dwelling upon the horrible carniv-
orous monstrosity which he has discovered
and reared. Unfortunately, however, the
wife in appealing to her husband goes too
close to the plant. Its h:f tentacles sin'-
round her and thsneJ: to drag her in,
and the two stupified men_see the plant
gin to devour its victim. Fortunatsly, how-
ever, the friend catches sight of an ax lying
near, and seizing this he strikes at the root
of the plant. A few frenzied Llows do the
necessary work, and the fesh-eating plant
tumbleur{o the ground and releases from its
clutches the terrified womnan, The botanis!
however, cannot survive his most cherish
discovery, and with the exclamati “You
have kilfed my plant!" he fulls back

It In & Vegetable Octopus.

The story is good enough as & story, but if
we are to believe an article said in the Re-
view of Reviews to be taken from Luecifer—we
say “eaid"” advisedly, because we have
looked in the Octobsr Luwcifer nnd can find
no snch article, aud therefore presume there
maust be some mistake—it is only another in-
stance of fletion being prophetic, and antlei-
pating sclentific discovery. According to
the article quoted by Mr. Stead, there has
been discovered in Nicaragus a flesh-enting,
or rather, man-eating plant, which for.
horror is gnite the equal of the novelist’'s
imagination. This plant is found, it is as-
86 i Nicarngva, and is called by the
natives *‘the devil's snare.” In form it is a
kind of v table octopns, or devil fish, and
is able w?:dn the blood of-any living thing
which comes witnin its clutches. We give
the story with all reserve, but it must be ad-
mitted to be circumstantinl enongh in all its
details to be possible, It appears that Mr,
Dunstan, & naturalist, has lately returned
from Central Ameries, where he spent two
years in the study of tha pinnts and animals
of those regions. In one of the swamps
which surround the great Nicaragus Lake,
he discovered the singular growth of which
weare writing. “He was engaged in hunt-
ing for botanical sand entomological speci-
mens when he'heard his dog ery ous, as if in
agony, Irom a distance. Running to the spot
wheneco the animal's eries esne, Mr. Duncan
found him eénveloped in u periect network
of what seemed to be a fine, rope-like tissue
of roots and flbers,

A Dog Captured by Its Armas. ;

“The plant or vine seemed composed en-
tirely of bare, interlacing stems, resembling,
more than anything else, the brances of the
weeping willow deguded of its foliage, but
of a dark, nearly el?lm::k hue, and covered
with a thick, viseid gom thut exuded from
the pores.,” Drawing his knife, Mr. Dunstan
nttempted to cut the poor beast free; but it
was with the very greatest difficulty that he
maniged to sever the flashy musculur fibers
of the plant. When the dog was extricated
from the coilg of the plant, Mr. Dustan saw,
to his horvor and amazement, that the dog's
body was bloodstained, *““while the skin ap-
peared to have been actually sucked or
puckered in spots,” and the animal stag-
gered as if from exhaustion. “In catting
the vine, the twigs curled like living, sinn-
ous fingers about Mr., Dunstan's han&, and
it required no slight force to free the mem-
Mﬁm its ellnginrg‘fmun; which left the
flesh red and bliste The gum exuding
from the vine was of a grayish-dark tinge,
remarkably adhesive, and of p disagreeable
animal odor, poweriul and nanseating to in-
hale.,! The natives, we are told. showed
the grentest hotror of the plant, which, as
wae have noted above, they call the “devil's
snare,” and they recounted to the natiral-
ists many storiés of its death-dealing pow-
ers.

T~
Plants of a Similar Nature.

The neighborhood inbabited by that Ama-
zonian tribe who Dy theunse of some seoret
can redoce a human corpse to a tenth of its
original size, and so produce a perfectly pro-
portioned miniature munmmy of the dead
man, would have been & good loeality in
which to “place” the tale of the cannibal
pinnt. Again, Nicaragna is within the
tropics, and plant life there is therefore
specially gross and vigorons. Besides, there
is no inherent impossibility in the idea ofa
flesh-eating piant. It is merely a question
as to whe:ﬁer evolution l:as or hns not  hap-
pened to develop the fly-eating plant on a
sufficiently large enough scale to do what Is
related of the vampire vine.

Noone who has seen the ngly snap which
that tiny wvegetable erab, Venns' ly-trap,
gives when the bairs inside its moutn are
tickled by the hnman finger in the way that
# fly wonld tickle them by walking, can
doubt for 8 moment that the development
of & plant capable of eating or sucking the
blood of 0 man, is only & matter of daﬁrea.
Even in England. there ave plants which aet
on & small seale exnctly the part asserced to
be played by the vampire vine—iorexample,
Lathran sqlul.mu.ﬂa. the toothwort, *“‘a pule
chlorophyl- ess pnuusite found in  British
woods.” There are known to be several
hundred dicotyledons which, in some way or
other, eateh and live on animal food. From
such n basis the evolution ofagiantand
man-enting dicotyledon is within the bounds
of possibility.

Experim ‘With Their Digestion.

We eannot help hoping very much that
the story of the vampire vine will turn out
to be true, for if it does, the botanists will
be able to try some curions experiments as
to how these vezetables which are half
animals, digest, and whether their move-
ments ean property be regarded as museular

be competing with the City of Mexico as the
only other plice of equal inconveniences,
—8t. Louis Republic,

Tue Republican National Committee
should wunderstand that there should be no
toadying to Tammany by loRating the
National nominating convention in New
York City.— Chicago Inter Ocean.

New YorE wants both of the national
Presidentul conventions, She wanted the
World's Falr, butdidn'tget it. Her younger
rivals are better “hustiers” when it comes
to grabbing for the plums.—New Iaven
News.

CHicAe0 has the earth now, why should
she insist upon the wire fence. She has her
bands full with the World's Fair and the
1 t thing under the circumsta is for
her to get out of Omaha’s way for the Repub-
liran National Convention.—Omaha Bee.

Tas claims which Cincinnati makes for
the honor of having the next Republican
National Convention are naturally rein-
forced by the splendid vote which the city
gave to the Espublican candidates and the
noteworthy victory of Major McKinley in
Onhfo. Chicago {8 not so importunats as
usual, but Minneapolis, with the ald of St
Paul, is making a vigorous efort to secure
the convention—Boston Journal,

Ix & political point of view the metropolis
is the place of all places for the national
gathering of the Republican party. Her
newspapers are notonly national but inter-
national in their sirenlation and influence,
and the Democratie ones are, under their
new policy, distinguished for the absoluto
fairness and folluess of their reports of
political gatherings irrespective of party.
New York is the place. No argument
worth considering can be urged against it
—N. Y. Recorder.

Honest Banking Profitable,
Chicago Journal. ]

Honest banking 1s one of the most profit-
able business enterprises of the day. The
stock of the well-managed banks of the
country is from 200 to 500 per cent, or more,
above par. There is enough in the business
honestly eonducted to sarisfy any ordinary
desiro for business profits, the accumulation
of which constituses wealth.

mov ts. 1t is crue that Darwin admin-
istered extremely homeopathic doses { 000.95
of a milligramme) of nitrate of ammonin to
a sundew, and fonnd the plant r ded to

The Sandwich Islands wonld be a voluable
addition to Uncle Smin's domain.—(hicage
Tribune. They are a litile too far away and
there are n few questions to consider befores
_the aanexation ¢an take place,

1t's bad enough to bite off more than yon
can chiew, but it's worse to try to chew it.—
Detroit Free Presy, Thiat f2 what is the matter
with the calamityites. They bit off more
than they conld chew and now they are
chewing tie eud of reflection.

The Eritish colonies of Central America
‘:}l;w sae: :Ieeipwetly with the United States,

e Wwhole continent npparentiy wants
rgeiPer;cltr.—m. Lowiz G, Demorrat. Tha
Uni States stnnds ready ro enter into
commercinl treatics. The doors are open.

The long and tireless chass after the train
robbers has begun. Detectives say they
hive & clew to the villains,— Globe.
8o long a8 the detectives have a clew, the
robher?‘nt!; ::Jf‘ Clews n;n strange cir';lnzs.
wmi r,c'm “on.ng everywhers save the

Every part of the country pays tribute to
this insatinte monster (the Louisians Lot-
tery), and every State is interested in its ex-
termination, but how to®hring it about isa
vary knotty qneaﬂnn.—ﬂug'alﬁ Courier. The
simplest means would be for each part of
the country to stop paying the tribute,

Presldent Diaz, of Mexico, zives instroe-
tions to his army to kill no more men until
it is aycertained whether or not they are
reall: ty of what they are so:
Thin{siﬂu o {dm.—ibr: {Vwﬂi Gmﬂ.w:u?;
would have been more utumomr{.ethoufh,
if the orders had been given out fors the
alleged insurrect iomists had all been killed.

THE DATE I8 BET.

Next Summer Fixed as the Time for the
Great Enropean YWar.

Chiengo Tribune, ]

All signs indicate the probability of agreat
European war next summer. France and
Russia upon the one hand and Germany,
Australin, and Italy npon the other are plac-
ing themselves upon an netive war fouting
by concentrutions of troops on their fron-
tiers, by reinforcements of their fighsing
strength, by frequent muneovers and move-
ments of their armies, and by Iaying in
enormous supplies of provisions—far more
indeed than wounld be necessary if there
were no prospect of war. Spenking of the
mussing of troops, a correspondent of the
New York fmes calls attention to the fact
that there are over 600,000 men in position
between Odessa and the Proth and Warsaw,
and that since the first of Angust 300,600
Rusatan troops have been thrown into Soutl-
western Russin, the entire jorce previous to
thnt date having been posted in
Hussia. Such colossal movements as these
me? war if they mean anything.

The nations nre e:rn:ctlng war., The peo-
ple talk of war as if it were sure to coune. In
the Baltie provinces the old antagonism be-
tween Russi and Ger ETOWS more
bitter every day. Bloody encounters fre-
gquently occur hetween the students of these
regpective nations. They share the enmity
which exists between the Emperor and the
Czay. There is no symprl.th'y and can be
none between these rulers, for they repre-
sent nationsl sentiments ns far apart as the
earthh and the sun. Twice the Czar has
Pamﬂ throngh Germany lately withoot pay-
ng his respeets to the Emperor, thus show-

Inia d of personal antagonism which
in itsell is suflicient canse for ontbrenk be-
fore long. Such a strain as this, which is

shared by the people, cannot long continue
without rupture.

ART IN TRAIN ROBBING

T

ssary Viol P ted by Mem-
bern of the Profeesion.
FPhiladelphia Inguirer.]

There arg various methods of stopping the
train: but the simplest, quietest, most merci-
ful and, on the whole, preferable oneia to
bang out a red lantern. This avoids the
labor incident to ditching the train, takes
less titne und does not endanger the'lives of
the passengers. A train robber mnst care
nothing for hbuman life; butit is still scarcely
professional to take it without oceasion, and
besides if one happens to be arrested, as will

imes, it s better to be “sent up'™
for a few years for robbery than to he hanged
for murder. When train robbing becomesa
fine art, annecessary viol in ducting
it will be deprecated by the profession.

By careful planning Dbeforehand snd a
systematic arrangement of work, it is esti.
mated that n train can be stopped, the ex-
presa ear broken open und the safes trans-
terred to & wazon six men in from 20 to
80 minutes; during whiech time, if the sched-
ule lims been properly studied, there need beo
little dunger of interruption by other truins,
A slight disarmanzement of the locomotive
will insure its further detention for un hour
or more, and in the meantime the band can
am?a with their booty to a rendezvous
previously arranged—after which there is
natiing o ba done but to open the safes,
divide their contents and keep out of prison.
The last is a contingéncy that must be
faced, but it never deterred mnk burglers,
mad train robbers will be equally ready to
tuke the risk. In this woy © rob
ean be made u fine art, and the indicacions
are that anless somerhing i3 done to nip the
growing industry in the bud it will soon de-
velop into something of the kind.

ALUMINUM FOR WAR

The German Government Purchasing It in
Large Ouantities.
Cleveland Leader. ] ‘o

The German Government is buying great
quuntities of aluminum in this country to
be used in mnking cups, linings for knap
sacks, and in other wnys employed for light-
ening the load which common soldiers must
carry in a campaign. It is such attention to
details which make the German military es-
tublishmeant the finest in the world. After
the Franco-Prussiun War it was said that
the splendid trinmph of the German arms
had been won largely Ly the “‘goose step” in
which recruits are drilled until they acquire
great power and endnrance in marching,
and it is probable that the runk and file of
the German army & now better uble to
carry heavy knapsacks through long and
arduous campalgns than any other troops in
the world.

Tlhis, however, does not by any means
canstitute » reason, in the estimation of the
Imperinl Government, why any German
solilier should be welghell down with one
s ounee, nud lence the German

the drug exhibited: bunt it would be far
easier tn conduct experimentson a T
rlnm. Even as it Is, we know that the
nseet eating plants secrete not only an
acid, but a “peptonl ferm=nt"” for the
purposes of digestion. They also feed, ke
unimals, “on substuness at u high chemieal
level.” More than 160 years ago, Linnios
noted that the Lapps “used the butterwort
for curdling. milk, a pno?ﬂy due to a
rennet-like r‘grmum which the plant hus in
nddition to the digestive or peptic.” Again,
we are told that Dr. Burdon Sanderson has
“detected electric currents similar to those
observed in the neuro-musculnr ncttvit{ of
animals.” Tho borderiand between animsl
and plant life oconpied by the insect-snters
is, indeed, one of the most curions and In-
teresting flelds of biological stndy; and i a
plant as large as the vampire vine conil be
obtained to experiment with, discoveries of
enormous lmportance to seience might very
likely be mnde. The vampire vins wduld
doubitless sinnd a vrain of calomel after a
heavy meat menl without damage or annoy-
ance.

Indnividualisin Fostered,
Boston Transeript.?

The Austrulinn method fosters individoal-
ism, Ivenubles every citizen to vol he
pleases, and for the eandidates he belleves
will best serve the public, without anyone to
molest or make him afrald. It imparts a
new dignity to voting. Of conrse it proceeds
upon the supposition, as ao our insiitutions
generally, that our election machinery has
been contlded to honest men, But it takes
o step in advance of old methods by prevent-
ing corrupt officials from intrenching them-
selves so firmiy that they eanuvot be reachs {
by the popular voice. 1t renders ballot-
stufling an impossibility.

L]

Bellamy’s Colony Fails.
Detroit Journal.)

The Califoruln Bellnmy colony hes gone
all to pieces. The honest members bave
been starved ont by the mseals and are now
under arrest for stealing sweet potatoes in
order to keep themselves alive, No com-
munity, scheme unless inspired by religious
motive ltke the Moravians, Shakers, Mor-
mons, Mennonites and the like, has ever

uttained enduping success,

u OSEATY
}:runt by the lightness of the

army is to
metinl which is not used to anything like the

extent that it should be, simply because the
inertin of habit is so difficolt to overcome.
In many respects the haiser's Government
is very conscrviative, but when the welfare
and efficiency of the army are concerned no
pushing American business man could be
more ulers and ready to use of every
improvement.

Cannda's Awkward Position.
Detroit Evening News. ]

Some little fligures are searing the conser-
‘vutives of Camnda to-day. They are reading
of the progress of negotiations for reciproe-
ity in trade between the United Siatesand
the British West Indies,snd the little fig-
ures that scarve are those which represent
$1,401,000 worth of Cunadian products
shipped to the British West Indies by Can-
nda in 1850-00. If those fignres should be
wiped out it wonld sirain the back of the
national policy another notel) to appease
the losing province with raflroads snd
other subsidies. Things are getting more
awkward with every tick of the clock for
the present Canadiun Government,

Where Was the Brpom?
8t, Paul Ploneer Presa. ]

The London papers hnringdflcorﬂ‘d that
the “Democrats mude n clean sweep of the
State of Philadelphin,” we would like to
know where they left the broom. It womld
be funny to unearth the sources of American
news as published over there.

A Hoap of Difference.
Chleago Times. ]

Sometimes there's a heap of difference
beiween what the ministeris preaching in
the pulpit and what the congregation is
thinking in the pews.

Just Regun to Comes Back.
Chicago Inter-Ocean. ]
Nearly 926,000,000 of American gold bas
found iis way back from Europe to Uncle

Sam's money boxes, and it hgs ouly begun to
come, i

—Washington now has newspapers in all
its countles excapt one.

—The oniy fish that never sleep are
salmon, pike and goldfish. '

—The French Minister of War is about
tAoI establish three asrostic statlons in the

ps.

—In the Solomon Islands the market
quotation on & “good guality" wife is 10,000
cocoanuts,

—The Glaszow magisirates bave been
fining eyelists 30 each for riding at night
withoutlamps,

—The slowest thing on earth, an ox teazy
has run away and killed a Tennessee family.
Wonders never cease,

—Officinl siatistics show that Colorade
has over 20,000 square miles of coal, and the
product of 1590 was 3,000,000 tons.

—A fir trée ten feet in diameter has
been discovered in Washington. Its lower
1im bs are 200 feet from the ground.

—Barnesville, 0., has a cow which has
presentod its owner with triplets. Itis con-
sidered quite an unusunl oocurrence.

—A woman of Thibet who chooses to re=
main B?Ie and to earn her own living is re-
regarded as an obfect of scorn and derision.

—Tt is the lament of an Oxtord ecounty
{Me.) village that there are only three young
men in town town eligible for social pur-
poses.

—The New Year book of the Congregs-
tional Church reports 4 817 chnrehes, with
506,81 members, and 613810 in the Sunday
schools. :

—Five Indians from .Indian Territory
passed through Reno, Nev,, the other day
on their way to Walker Luake, in search of
the “Greas h."

—A lump of eoal weighing a ton has been
sent to Denver from Rock Springs, Wyo,, as
an advertisement. One lump broken up
there lust week filled seven cars.

—There are yet a few beaver along the
Umatilla River 1o remind old-timers of the
days when this little animal frequented
Oregon streams in Jarge numbers,

—The population of Rome has decreased
nearly 30,000 during the past four years.
The hand-organ indnstry in this country
hﬁ mcreased percepsibly during that pe-
Tl

—3Santa Catalina, a small island off the
coast of Southern California, has become a
great summer resort. The waters are ;o
clear In its barbor that fish can be seen W
feet below the surface.

—A firm of chemists in Birmingham
place npon all poisons sold by them diree-
tions as tb the antidote which should e ap-
plied incases where the poisonsare taken
?Ccidﬁﬂmlr or intentionally by human be-

ngs.

~The palace and even the bedechamber of
the young King of Servia were recently in-
vaded by & huoge monkey, which had es
ca from a menagerie nnd hed uumlm.l Im
a window while His Majesty's bed wus Ueing
mad-, .

—While the Penitentiary Commissioners
were in sesalon at the Santa Fe (N. Mex.)
orison thres prisoners with “wooden re-
volvers,” wrapped with tin-foil, held up the
guard, and suceeaeded in escaping in a cnr-
riage which was in front of the building.

—A Saco (Me.) man whose house had
been haunted by weird, mysterions sounds
at night for a fortnight or so, at last opened

the unased r stove and found therein a
poor little n wasted away almost to a
skeleton. e mystery now i3, how the pig-

eon get there? -

—Flounders and other bottom fishes fre-
quently fall a prey to the appetite of the
lobsters, and sometimes they will nimbiy
capture small winnows as the latter g:
ewimming by. They diz cimms outoft
mud or sand and ernsh the shells of mussels
with their claws, devouring the soft parts.

—A Delaware cobbler gave his wife a cer-
tain sum of ,money eachh week for her per-
sonal use. He never inquired whnat she did

with it, but, after 39 years of wedded life.the
wife died, and in the drawer of an antiqusa

gold, also & roll of greenbacks, amounting in
all to $10,000,

—Bome few years age the Paris picture
dealar Ferrett hought a pictaresfor 10 francs
in n rag and bone shop. He soon discoversad
that it was a portrait by Jordaen, and he gob
rid of it for 1,500 francs, to the Iate
Rothan, the diplomatist. The Y:e;.nre-—
whieh is in Jordacn's best manner—iust year
feiched 55,000 francs.

—Who would believe that any one could
make money out of cigar ends? Yet the
business of gathering them is solncrative
that the Russian Philanthropic Soctety hae
organized a regular system in St Peters-
burg of collecting these trifles, and
ing of them for the benefit of the poor. Up-
wards of 51,500 was realized in the month of
July. As to what is the oltimase destina-
tton of this refuse matter it would be some-
what hazardouos to decide. !

—The Emperor of Germany is fond of
poetry, but does not like pingiarism. A
Prof. Herman Thom, of Berlin, rocently
dodicated to Hia Majesty a bymn of Inbor, 30
fall 3! mmﬂ s&t:tﬁme:xf that it mlrb-
grea and the Eseor was
arntl{:mw:.raed by the Erlippnror ani other
members of the roya! family., But upon the
discovery being made that the dpoem had
been stolen bodily from an old book” of
poetry, Thom was arrested and sent to jail

—Anatomists classify animals by their
teeth more sccurately than in any other
wny, and the jaws of the smull lemur, which
con ts the anthropoid apes, like the chim-

zee and gorilla, with beasts not so high

the scale of erveation,are provided with a
dentition so sstonishingly human like thac
one might well iml;fina the teeth to be actos
nily those of a mininture man. Molars and
incisors are shaped and placed in exactly
the same way, and the canines, two in the
upper jaw and two in the lower, correspond
perfectly with the human type.

BAZAR BUZZINGS

“T picked that vase up in Rome The
armor T picked up in Faria,™

*] expected to find s lot of alce things here, Your
brother told me last winter, wlen 1 asked alter
your heaith, that you were picking .up all the
time. " |
“Why did that Frenchman demand your
blood, anyhow?™"

“*Oh, 1 was jokmng with him. Isaidthat inos-
mueh as Sedan was respansible for the overthrow
of the French Empire, the Presidental chale
should be & Sedsn-chalr. He got awfully hot,™”

If every one would think of me
As my boy does, Twis

To all the warld 1'd seem to be
The grestest man thers is,

“T know what I'm going fo give pa this
Christmas, ** sald Arabella,

“What, my dear?" asked her mother.

“*4 nico woolen comforter, It will be lovely to
wear when Ned comes to take me tobogganing. ™

“Mamma, I want some water in & bowl
1 am golug to ghristen my doil. ™ :

**No, Hitle im- That would be trifiing with s
sacred subject. ™

*Then give me some wax to waxcinate her =i-h
She's oid enough now to have something done o

m-‘l
After the barn is rifled,
When stolen is the harse,
Why do we lock the portal?
To save the door, of courze.

“T suppose the baby is o delicate pink—
eh, Bronson®*"
““No. He'sn robust yeller,”" replied the proud
and sleepy father,
A joke is very like anut—
1ctate this as s fact—
Sinee none can tell 1T 1t Is good
Untll It kas been eracked.
“Jimmie, do yen know when ~your
Elster's: wday 182" asked Uliappie.
“I:?' b‘ltrt:]u m}'“"" was, don’t you? She had it
thirty yesrs ago, ' returned Jimmie.
- The man who lives upon his brain,
By wit earns all his brend, .
Neter tinds It fu the jeast way vain
To stand upon his heud.
Willie (seared) —Now we've mm
1he cow, what'll we do? Pop "Il be swial mad,
Jimmie (equnl to the ocenslon}—We'll' drive her
down to the pond and Al her up with water,
1 slwars know when autuma’s here—
Oh, baneful time of lifel—
For then fur-dealers’ eards appear
Addressed unto my wife,
“Do you ever weary of. vour besutifal
home here in town, Mrs. 3
“Never, Mrs. Bronson. What with our satumn
home at Lenax, our winter iome at Asheviile, our
summer cottage at Newport, and the g n
London, 1 hardly lave s clance 1o grow of
| 1

—

table the husband found n bag contuining, »



