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THE CONVENTION SCHEME
After distorting the ballot reform hill
jnio n mockery of its original purpose, of
conrse the next thing for the' Senate to do
s to pass the constitutional convention

With the demonstration al-
n of the attitude of the Repub-
vrs toward ballot reform, there
oun he no serions pretense that the consti-
tutionnl convention movement has any
purpose of aiding & genuine reform,

The poiiticians who shape the course of
the Senate have no intention of securing
baliot reform through the convention.
They mav use the fll-considered demand
uf some of the Demoerats, as a8 clonk for
thelr real purpose, 1t is well known that
are many things in the present con-
stitution which the pmactieal puliticians
and their allies, the corporations, would
like to see wiped ont.  'With the eonven-
tion st up as the Sepate bill fixes it, there
every reason for them to hope that they

ceure o convention which will emas-
me of the best provisions in the
ni constitution. The Kind of ballot
m that can be expected from the
ring which the Senate bill contem-
plntes can be estimated by the species of
tailot reform that the Senate s now con.
tomg

With the prospect of this bill passing, it
will be o good time for the peopls of Penn-
evivanin to organize for the purpose of

tion =t the polls to maintain the present
copstitution and to enforee it
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THE PRESIDENT'S FOOL FRIENDS,
Rawsell Harrison's wicked partner
i~ putting himseif in evidenee once more
with a vengeanee. The device wrought out
i3 the last issus of Judge, consists of a
ropresentation of Seerctary Blaine in the
claracter of a elicken-thief, who is seared
from the poultry-house hy a padiock
aring the features of the President, and
herefore deciires e does not care
uch for chicken Decause “Dar’s a
on de chicken-coop door.”” This
a gem altogether too delicate
by  the TIPresident’'s personal
mis, to be directed against his
chief Cabingt officer. Its terms are ex-
tremely coneilintory to the leading Repub-
Ilenn who, more than any other one man,
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of

alded the President's election, and who
has contrilmte 1 the singie feature that
ruf=es the administration abeve the level of
o ttiness. To eall him 2 chicken-thief and

as scared from stealing a
wtion by the stern
jnmin Harrison is the most
1 , ‘orid of strengthening the
reison administration

bhreak of this ort from one of the
organs will not, of course, injure

e liim
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chipnees of the Presldent’s réenomina-

for he has none to injure. But it will

vut every Dlaine Republican in the
on the warpath and disgust

e person, It  indicites
u I of peily spite on the
if the President’s personal surround-

beenuse the Secretary of State towers
and shoulders above the rest of the

i 1 heretofore unhesrd of. It
be Ineredible i (e evidences of the

¢ of it were not indisputahle,

e President could hove placed Rus-
prison and W, J (Arkell on one of the

e wicnt naval vessels a month or two
N sent them ont to sea with onders
sink the ship, his trip aronnd the eonn-

ufter votes might not bave been so

uilerly futile,

THE CERTIFICATE FOLLY.

i siing to learn that the bill
ndments to the city charter has
thddrawn from the Governor's hands
purpose of making two bilis out of
v define the powers of the heads of

1o Ww

it one t

departments and the other to authorize the
jesue of certifieates of indebtedness. If,
after the division, the bill relating to cer-
tificates of indebtedness is thrown away,

it wiil be a very wise proceeding,

Apart from the constitutional question
with regard to this measure, whiek has
bewm f diseussed in THE Disparcen
spetofore, thie most prominent feature is
s utter leek of necessity, The necessity

some  sort of bonds to
claims of contractors does
aot enter  iuto the question. at all;
beconse  the method by which sach
bonds can be issued is slready provided by

X
" ully
e
i-
of  issuing

meet  the

the oity charter. It is wholly within the
power of Counells at any time during the
year to submit to the people a well ma-
fured proposition to issue such bonds as

muy be necded.  When that proposition is
submifted aceording to the accepted eon-
stitutional method it will be time to discuss
the merits of the issue. At present itis
enongh fo point ont that the charter
already contains a salutary.and sufficient

means for providing whatever issue of
bonds may be necessary.

Iut, for some reason which remains
whiolis unexplained, there is a determina-

tion not o adept this obviously proper
e Lhiod

L but to take one of doultful con-
minlity and worse policy. The sup-
] « of that messure might as well
throw it awdy.

TOO MiICH TO INVESTIGATE

The line of investigation which Senator
Carlisle indleates for the Senate Finanee
sub-Committee with regard to the tariff,
us reported ina New York special in this
fssne, s vory interesting, and the informa-
tion will be valuable if the wark is thor-
oughly done.  But it is subject to the slight
drawbnck that to thoronghly do the work
outlined would occupy the sub-commitiee
for the rest of its official life; apd when it
was dope, to make it effective in a tariff

of the manner of their eleetion should not

ments, so far, it has been made plain that

ernor. In that case the trial of strength

Mayor's side had not been presented before
the bill reached the Governor’s hands, it
might have been urged as a hardship that
the grant of mnecessary powers should
be refused beesuse the views of the
reformers are not met. But when

that

]
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THE ISSUE ON THE CHARTER.

The shot which Mayor Gourley fired at
the charter supplement by his letter to
Governor Pattison, opens up the whole
question of municipal It
plants the Mayor on the platform outlined
by Mr. Bruce and indorsed at the citizens'
meeting, namely, separation of the execu-
tive and legislative departments of the
city. It certainly seems to bave taken
effect, to judge by the withdrawal of the
bill from the hands of the Governor, but
that it will produce a different class of
legislation is more than doubtful.

I'he supporters of the bill, when it is
divoreed from that unnecessary and in-
comprehensible certificate of indebtedness
scheme, will probably take the ground
that as the sole purposeof the measure
is to supply needed powers to the
hends of departments, the larger question

be introduced at this time. This would
have been an argument of some cogency if
the latter question had not been raised
before the bill was pagsed.  But, the neces-
sity for amendatory action on the city
charter having been agreed upon, this
amendment was indorsed at the citizens
meeting, and those who insist on its neces-
sity are certainly sticking to the action of
that body.

In the contest between the opposing ele-

the supporters of the bill in its present
shape are able to eontrol the Legislature;
but it has evidently dawned upon them that
the other side may have the aid of the Gov-

will become & very interesting one. If the

view las beem urged on
the Legislature with the indorssment
of the citizens, it may very forcibly be
urged that since those who control the
legislative action have refused to provide
the amendments asked for, they them.
selve: will be responsible, if that action
results in leaving the heads of departments
with limited and ll-defined powers.

It would certainly be an unexpected out-
come of the present municipal muddle, if
the political influences controlling the city
government found themselves unable to
get the neeessary legislation for the heads
of departménts without conceding the p
original demand that the heads of depart-
ments must be either elected by the people
or appointed by the Mayor.

AN EFFETE IDEA.

A constitutional amendment proposed
in one of the States provides for the set-
tlement of contests for legislative seats by
trial before one of the higher courts. This
is a propesed reversal of what bas been re-
garded as one of the bulwarks of repre-
sentative government, namely, that each
representative body must be the sole judge
of the gualifications of its members.

It is true that this provision was once
neocessary to preserve the independence of
the legisiative body, but it is =0 no longer.
In the time of Stuarts and Tudors the in-
fluence of the Crown might be such as to
require this check. But all such danger
has passed away, and in its place a new
tyranny has sprung up. When ithas been
openly declared by the presiding officer of
the National House of Representatives
that contested secats are awarded not by
the evidence as to who was honestly
elected, but in accordance with the dic-
tates of party exigency, it is plain that the
present danger is not one to be met by
giving each body an irresponsible confrol
over the title of its own membership.

As we got the present antiquated con-
stitutional theory from England, it is ap-
propriate that we should draw a remedy
from the same quarter. The rule that
Parlinment should be the sole judge as to
the election of its members was abandoned
25 years ago. The act provides that the
judges shall from time to time depute one
of their number to try election contests
and all that is left for the House to do s to
enroll the candidates declared elected.
This system has given satisfaction to all
parties. It has done away with the old
scandal and injustice of seating men solely
because they belong to the majority.

It is not satisfactory to think that we
ere over two decades behind England In
the matter of pure and honest representa-
tion. But when the case Is presented so
clearly in this respect, there is no better
course open than an early and universal
adoption of the English example,

EVIDENTLY A ROORBACK.

It does not involve very much risk to
pronounce that report of the sinking of
the Itata by the Charleston asan arrant
example of the manufacture of sensa-
tional news. Bevond the fact that it is
secompanied by an entire absence of time
or place, there are internal evidences of
its unfounded character.

The Itata escaped from the custody of
the United States Marshal a week ago.
At that time the Charleston, with other
United States vessels, was supposed
to be watching _interests
on the ecoast of Even sup-
posing that the order for her
to be on the lookout for the Itata eould
have reached her in time, it would be s
physical imposaibility for the two steamers |
to have met each other so that the report
of the colliston could have got back to
Mexico sosoon as yesterday. As tothe
features of the. report indieating. that the
fight took place on the coast of Mexico,
the idea that the Charieston have
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quisite to suppose that the
'El Paso is not an idiot until the evidence that

available for the purpose it would not be dif-
ficuls to raise by subscription the few hun-
dreds necessary for their erection. .

Tae Service is understood to re-

mark that the Iate frosts are the last for this
year. The bad luck'of the bureau in pre-

dicting the frosts, however, may make it
necessary to “copper” this comforting pre-
diction. Farmers will do wisely tocover
tender plants on cool nights.

JaPAX has appropriated $500,000 for rep-
resentation at the Chicago World's Fair.
And the State of New York calmly settles
down to the reflection that she is not to be
in it.

Tae United States Bupreme Court has
sent ack that last habeas corpus case to

has been too free a use of the habeas corpus
by the Cirenit Court. This seems to indicate
that the eorporation, firm or individull who
has been employing high-priced lawyers to
prevent anyone belng legally killed by eleo-
tricity, can now reflect that it or he has
gained experience while the lawyers have

gained riches.

BEN BUTLER comes to the front witha
writ of reéplevin nnder s forgotten statute,
which gets his client out of the clutches of

Judge Carpenter. There is reason to belleve
that the indomitable Ben is just beginning
to have fun with the excessively bumptiouns

-

TeE are announced to be on
the point of flopping from the Parnell to the
MceCarthy side. The dust in the Harrington

optics does not appear to have struck there,

TaE report that the entire edition of an
El Paso paper has been confiscated by the
United States postal anthorities “because it
contained a synopsis of the Lonisiane de-
cision" on the lottery mandamus case, is ono

of the sortthat can be taken with a large
grain of salt. Asthereisnslegal

presumption
of innocenoe beforegnilt is proved, so it is re
ter of

he is, Is made plain,

Tre English estate swindle still eatches
victime in America, as will be seen-by our
cable dispatches So do the green goods,
get-rich-quick and stock-watering games,
The appetite of the masses for being robbed
by threadbare devices ia something insati-

able,

THE latest expulsions from Parliament

are a solemn warning to honornble gentle-
men that the unpardonsable sin is to be

found out in immoral bahavior.

Tae local team has been getting away
with the New York giants ina manner which

sets the baseball enthusiasts in the most ad-

vaneed stage of crage. Our players should

be warned that too much success on their
part may produce grave complications.

Municipal matters witl not permit of widen-
ing nll the strects; and it would be unforto-
nate if the Pittsburg baseball interests should
become too large for the Pittaburg highways.

SuokeLEss powder and torpedo boats
are oocoupying mors attention nowadays
than arbitration. Still the proposition of
Italy looking in that direction containsmore

promise of settling international disputes
by clvilized methods.

Cax it be possible that we have reached

that perplexing point where the gallant
Watterson advises a Democratic straddle on
the silver and tarifl guestions?

Tae Court of Queen's Bench in En-

gland has recently made a decision which 18

summarized ns saying that "noming winners
is no erime.” This may be trne asa judiocinl
delivernnoe; but it fs apt to degeherate into
naming losers, and when that is done with
other people’s money, it comes very close

erime. If people can name winners all the
time they may keep ont of the lockup; bnt

‘that is n big “i.”

Tre first trial trip over the
Traction, the other night, indieates that the

time s close at hand for the nddition of an-

other full-fledged transit system to our olty’s
local faeilities, The more the merrier—for

the people. §

Tae silver brick presented to President
Harrison out West is not the same brick
that wns flung at Secretary Hlaine in this
week's Judge.

NorwiTHSTANDING the renewed an-
nouncement of the Farmer's Mutual Benefit
Associntion of Illinois that no wheat is to
be sold ot less than §125 per bushel, some
millions of bushels change hands dafly at
Chieago at the price of $1 01@1 0. Immense
fortunes are to be made this year by buying
wheat ot the market price and selling itat
the F. M. B. A, price. :

FANME'S FAVORED ONES.

Ex-PresipesT CLEvELAXD has a remarkable
memory for faees.

Wisttrax WaLnony Astow, the head of his
fnmily, is the greatest real estate owner in
the world.

AxEria Groven sailed for Enrope last weok.
She has been re-engaged for the *City Direo-
tory" play.

JosEri Jerrmrsor and his famfly have al-
ready gone to their summer homé at Buz-
zard’s Bay, on flie Massachusets coast,

ister to Rome, 18 preparing to epend the

| summer In the Italian Highlands, He has

no {dea of leaving Ltaly.

Tax Venorable Bishop Crowther, one of
the best known missionaries in Africa, wos
born & savage in Gulnea.

Tue wife of Mr. Bateheler, United States
Ministor to Portugal, was serionsly injured
in a earringe aercident in Lisbon Wednesday,
and is in o eritical condition.

Axpusw Canxecie and Mrs, and
Mr. Walter Dumrosclh (Mr. Blaine's son-in-
law) and Mrs. Damrosch safled for Europe
yesterday, to be absent during the summer,

Falls, Wash., superintending the laying of
the new cable across the Strait of San Joan
de Fues to the Isiand of Taltoosh, for signal-
ing vesacls,
Ex-Goverxon Pavt Dy
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—The brownish discoloration of ceilings

certain the commonly accepted designation
of numerous articles that enter into general
consnmption. There sre 300 or 300 artioles

of this kind upon which we wish toget the where gas Is used is cansed by dust carried
fi m der former and the' thom by the currents pro-
"’-ﬁtﬂw u.]'“’ and bdlctlr;wa on: duced by the gns.
e r eascn! —The
e 3 \a eurrent in its channel represents
l.mrhm n'ff&""%?"u'h‘.’é‘?}ﬁ:i“ dﬂt.htt?: man only a small part of the Rlo Grande. Mo#t
of thé river loose saud

and gravel onllu way to the

ing about ‘flno same thing. This is what we
are doing here now. .

“As —Great Britain's greatest naval station
weahnum” thi:ol:ei;mmﬂan is obtained on this contineat, Halifux, {8 defended by

stromg forts. The Bermndas and Ba-
hamas ure also strongly protected.
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ck as far as we have time to carry the in- mothers and the poor and sickly bablesand | Il A mare belonging to him hus juss fonled
30.‘ » must be found upon the books of the children. Our ‘Fresh Air' Home is at Ems- | twin colts, one a male and the other a horse.
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v tions, which usml.l_ybamnlnﬂmded will bear even a better ”manm" were ted—a child, ity
with manuficturer and porter. B total m mndmmlnd great grands
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New York, May M.—Judge Lawrence, of
the SBupreme Court, has declined to incor-
porate Baron Hirsch Lodge No. 1. He sayg:
h";l l:on :mwmlng‘ rbo %nmdlgn te this soclety

name of & fore {tary, particn-
larly when I do not know whether the in-

An Inquiry Into Wages. -

“In connection with this line of inquirya
similar fovestigation as to wages will bo
made, and this latter will run over the same
periods as the figured on articles of general

“l sHALL never forget how grand and
beautiful the Stars and Stripes looked,” con-
cinded the expounder of flag lore,“when just

—The old United States Monitor Sangus

use. To insure rensonable mccursoy, it1s | corporators are authorized to use his "
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Church in Allegheny lnst evening at 8
o'clock. It was the puptisl music of two

prominent and popular young people of
Allegheny, Miss Margaret E. McCain, daugh-
ter of Robert McCain, and Edwin Lewis Pe-
terson, son of ex-Mayor Peterson. The
lovely bride was attended by a quartet of
rl Misses Clarn Petersopn, Lydia
Clara Miller and Ella Johllann.
She was in a bridal robe of white fullle
with hmz‘bmude ageulmt A wreath of
valley lilfes fustened the bridal veil to the
golden  halr of the fair bride, and
u boquet of the same flower was carried by
her. Rose col and pink costumes
de chine were worn by the bride-
, who earrled mammoth bouqets
roses, The ushers were Messrs. A, R, Nee
Will Dyre, Bert Munhall, Frank Pa
Samuel MeCnin, Geo'\?n Smith and Jo
?rk, Rev. David 8, Kennedy, of th
st Pres Churebh, lwn{;
offieiated. the servicesat the chure
an {nformal reception was given at the Me-
Cain resldence, on Alpine avenue, to the rels-
tives and the attendants, The young couple
will tnke possession of a new residence on
Alpine avenne, which bas already
tastily fornished.

tothe prices of farin produce for a corre-
sponding period. -Not the market price at
the seaboard or in the grain pits of Chicago,
or in varigus exchanges throughout the
country; but exactly what the farmer re-

celved for his wheat, o r oth
roduct of his farm. ¥ er?v'a ghl:in:{

—A physician has hit upon an excellont
wuy of utllizing rubber in the treatment of
woundg. He places one end of the strip of
rabber on one lp of the wound and then
stretches the rubber to fusten the other end
to the opposite Hp. In this way he draws
the severed pa closely together and the
m rubber continuously holds them

—Marriages are concluded in “an orig.
inal manner” among the convicts on the
fsland of Saghalien. Whena party of fe-
male eomvicts arrive the men are givena
balf holiday and taken to a park, where
they meet the newcomers. A gemernl in-

fon of brides then takes
an hour or so the
men must then come up to the offleer in
command and int out the women they
have selected. If the women are satis
the bonds are tied then and there.

—In a Georgia county the grand jury, in
the intensity of their zeal in the caunse of
morality,left the haunts of sin and sought the
pariors of the ladies of the town. Omeof

the most prominent and highly respected
young Indies of the town became mxmﬁm
of d investigntion for having dmwn

The Marchioness of Waterford.

Lady Blanche Elizabeth Adaleide Somer-
sot, Marchiloness of Waterford, whose

will nly 21, 1874, to the ofth Marquis of Waterford,
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that will not only be of great serviee in the
consideration o nt taritl’ legislation,
bmt of substantial value with reforencg to
general leglslation and operntions of dfher

ranclies of the Government.”
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are multiplying w the:tmordlnnq-upiduy.
The Wheels Multiplying.

Ax expert bicyclist sald yesterday: “The
bieyele {8 enjoyinga popularity in Pltts-
burg to-day that it never has had be-
fore. There are fully a thousand men
in Pittsburg who are wont to get exercise
and recreation out of the wheel, and in the
Enst End women nre taking very kindly to
the sport, since the safety machine in its im-
proved state has come into use. Thers are
nbout 40 ladles who ride the bicyele in the
East End, and every day a new recrnit joins
the battalion of fair bicyclists. A yearngo
therewere not more than one or two wamen in
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Colonel F. E. Burton. e, Inun
Colonel Francis Edward Burton died e By g
Tuesday last at Denver. Colonel
elected to the Callfornia AssemUly when 21 years
old, Hewns born in Ithaca, N. Y., and was a life-
long friend of President Arthur, During Arthur's
administration he was placed” {n ¢ of the San
Francisco miut. Colonel Burton was the first man
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