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THE GOLDEN GREASE

An 0il Region Retrospect In-
spired by a Look at the
Old Drake Well,

GROWTH OF THE DERRICK

And the Evolution of the Modern
Equipments For Drilling

BENNINGHOFF RUN:IN ITS GLORY.

The Celebrated Bobbery That Netted &
Clean $400,000,

EARLY PIPE LINES AND REFINERIES,

[FHRITIES FOR THE DISFATCH.Y

OXSIDERABLE
improvement has
been made in the
wetiods of drlling
for oil between the
old Drake well and
[ the development of
== the Chartiers field
in thiz city. XNo-
where is it more
noticeable thao in
the derrick msed.
The old Drake
well was drilled in
1850 with a derriek,
the corners of which
were saplings about
30 feet long. It
~fh, was cumbrously
boarded up its en-
. tire height, Disim-
mediate successors
1 only tn st thesapling corners were
' s and erosshraces in-
being bosrded up. The derrick
plank and B) fest bigh. It
ieal in its proportions, and very
than the vld-time nffair,
n has bLeen pradual, In
| derrick had reached a
was built in
ysicle us at present. By the
had reached =
64 et and the old, heavy bull
ut for the lirht skele-
| height is 80 feet,
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i P | wenr, 1876, it

the eormers double planked hals
18T EREST.
l ng the primitive
Drake well itsel’, completed
gust 50, the tirst well ever drilled
. 9 scopied from s photograph
ken soen he completion of the well
I. A. r, & peréonnl friend of
1 E 1. Drake. 1n tha foreground is
ke, wearing a plug hst, and
who afterward belriended
hiim money when his
were broken, Leaning agminst the
vo of the wen who worked on the
fricnd who happened to be there.
r ts full of locidents of the
Y otidom, every view calling
e roecodiections ol Interesting ECenes
v. e was the orst photographer
i regions, baviog established him-
tasvilie e h
" ey
wi . 5 great delizht
r ] sen 20 or 30 years agn,
ive since gained reputation
| howed THE DISPATCH
} " Emery is seen om
background being one of the
5 which the great Republican
K W al 4 L
A SUGGESTIVE PICTCEER
, L] v prides himself most on
' i holl run, taken in 1865,
' ' the photograph was

i E one ol the 857 wells
re, and the whole valley
ure, AiWo prominent eveuls
wirw ure also reculled by this
center the trench of the
lineis seen likea path,
Ou the very orest ol the
t the loit haod side, is the homestead
nld man Is

I Harlev g
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ll thread in the center of

grew the grout pipeline system

v, How representing s capital

r $40.000000. A herd time the old
It was mot arich and powerful

a difiicult problem,
T SHIPPING OF OIL
by wazons apii barrels, For
158 of Benningboff run, the
L of tite regivns was takea to
walerway by huadreds

T iine wns first built it was
s of Leamsters, it conld
operated. When they

. it oo br, suehody took occasion to

\
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The Fust Git Well
atinch tesme 10 08 &t
§ caks beiug persistently repaired,
hawing beeu stationsd on the
siers beeame aesperate and
’ the terminus one
Is defended the pipe line
they covld, o pumber of
i trom each ride and several
1 The puurds were
ever, the fanks buroed,
i ol the pipe lipe torn up.
PHOGRESS X0T STAYED.
mareh of progress conld not bestayed
rde of Inwless teamsters. The pipe
By that time there was
s in operation from Pithole to
and these were soen lollowed

Cw an

The

bBewd. When thus third irow

grm, riatiting from Pithole, was éompleted

rendy o the dgecline wnd the teawster, like
Othello, found his pecopation gone. Bat
lie did not wait long vntil he found aootbher
job at some other kiod of work.

Ol eourse the oll hauling teamster's pio-
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turesque profanity was missed for a time
and then the wheels went sround more
oriekly than ever to the tone of dollars and
dimestambling intothe lucky men’s
Pipe lines sprung up everywhere and
carried the golden grease to market much
cheaper than the teamstors could., The
slender iron trails eoiled over the hillsin-
stead of the long eoils of waguns with their
loads of barrels, their spavined mules and
their swearing drivers. The saving, in
mud slone, was enormous, for the trains of
oil wagons had kept the roads of oildom in
sach b mixture that they were well nigh bot-
tomless at all seasons of the vear.

A FAMOUS ROBBERY.

On the 25th day of October, 1868, the
Benninghoff farm was reported to have a
produetion of 2,200 barrels, and the average

rice of oil st the wells for that month was
R‘! 40. Benninghofl’s royalty was enor-
mous. He was a plaln old farmer with
littie knowledge, a fresh remembrance
of the fuilure of the Cnlver banks at New
York, Oil City and Titasville, and a great
fear of rotten banks in general. He there-
fore sold his oil rezularly aod hid the money
about his house, Oue night the house was
entered by masked burglars, Benninghoff
and his wife bound, gagged and roughly
handled. Oue of the visitors was evidently
sequainted, as he knew where the money
wae. The robbers made off with over §400,-
000 in ensh.

A young man who had formerly been in
Benuinghof™s employ, and treated like a
member of the family, disappeared sbout
this time from his Crawford conuty heme
and several of his sesociales were also
miesed, The identity of the rohbers was
thus casily established, but their where-
abouts was u different matter, The cash,
though it had not taken wings, had flown
never o return.

MORE GOOD MONEY,

Detectives traced both robbers and wesith

a small part of the dissppointments of that
time. James MeHenry, in charge of the
Atlantic and Great Weatern Bailway—now
New York, Pennsyivania and Ohio—pro-
jected a line from Erie into the m_ldur:do
via Titusville. He was already building a
live from Meadville to Oil City. Work was
begun on the otber line, and & considerable

rtion was graded at heavy expense.

bousands of dollars were expended for
right of way, and then—the whole projeet
was abandoned. MecHenry's_fortunes were
broken, sad the whole scheme became a dead
letter. Recently, however, Titusville people
have been talking of eompleting the old

Culver's famousair line was also o at
this time.. It is now the Oil City branch of
the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern
Railroad. George MeClellan
wae chiel engineer of the Pithole road. The
route was surveyved without much regard to

expense,

TRESTLES AND TUNNELS
abounding along the line. From themain
line of the Lake Shore to Oil City the road
was eventaally completed, but the Pithole
end is as mournfal and complete a wreek as
Culver's fortune was. A few rotting trestles
speak weakly of the mighty ambitions of
men,

This whole country has beenfgdrilled over
again within the past three rs, the mod-
ern derricks, machinery and tools contrast-
ing strangely with the old-time appliances,
The new wells have all been small, none of
them gushing thousands of  barrels a day as
the old timers did, but as about 4,000 of
these little wells bave been added to the list
in Venango county the produetion has been
ndded 10 waterialiy. Out about Shamburg,
Red Hot ana Pithole there bave been more
signs of life the past three years than for
wany years previously, and some of the
?pteul“lltorl have been rewarded for their

ubors,

THE IRISH FIGHTER

Who Has Taken Command of the
English Forces in Ireland.

SIR GARNET WOLSELEY’S CAREER.

Lika the Great Soldiers of the World, He is
of Blight Statars.

A PIGUREHEAD COMMANDSE 1N ORIEF

[CORRESFONDENCE OF THE DISPATCHL ]

LoXDox, SBeptember 27.—An Irishman to
the manner born will command the British
foroe in the Emerald Isle, after October 1L
No military sppointment made in Great
Britain for more than a hundred years has
caunsed more comment, and Is more signifi-
onnt than the transfer of Lord Wolseley
from the position of Adjutant Geoeral at
the War Office and the practical execntive
officer of the English army to the command
of the troops in his native land.

There is much specnlstion among classes
as to what the change means, and s settled
conviction that he would not have been pro-
moted to the higher grade, had not the Brit-
ish Government felt assured that the peace
of Europe for some time to come, at least,
wag assured; for by common consenit Lord
Wolseley, in case of war, wonld be sent as
the commander of the foree on the field. Itis
no disparagement to other officers to say this,
becanse he has earned the place 1n the white

Not in old Venango, though, can we look

heat oi battle, ranging all the way from

nnioghefl was roobed of

It wus ouly 4 step toward the

of

several points 10 hreak

Pithule to the Allogheny river

oduclion ol that famous field was nl-

SCENE ON BEXNINGHOFF RUX, OIL CREEEE, JUST BEFORE THE FIRE,

[From a Pholograph Taken in 1585).

into the West, and Mr, Benninghoff paid
out apotber handsome fortune of good money
to secure their arrest sod oconviction with-
out avail and he abandoned the search.
From that time until within a very .few

being periodically discovered, Tascott fash-
jon, by detectives and correspondents, but
none of the stolen thousands have ever come
back to the Benninghoff heirs.

This robbery is the most celebrated one

The Fee Well,

in the annals of eil, though several
more atrocious have been committed.
And it is 8 wonder there have not
been more, considering the reckless dis-
position made of vast sums by the suddenly
enriched farmers. Oue of the most flagrant
instunces is thatof the Butler county furmer
who spread §50,000 in bills on the grass in
his orchard to sir it. There has been prog-
ress in this matier as well as others, and the
vil-enriched farmer handles his treasure like
& bora banker now.

A PIONEER REFINERY.

One of the first refineries in the oil region
was located on the Shaffer farm, near Ben-
ninghoff ran. It consisted of one smali still,
frow which one ron s week could be made,
Luter on it was enlarged, but eomparea with
the enormous refineries of the present time,
with their multitudinous products, it was
even more primitive than the derrick of the
Drake well as compared with the exhibition
rig on the Pittsburg Expositien grounds.
By the war, the managers of the Exposition
might introduce & povel feature if they will
mystily their well and have a corps of field
men to scout it.

The little refivery at the Shaffer farm was
only one of many of the same kind. The
ideas of the business were gleaned from (he
shale and conl oil works and the waste of
produet in refining was enormous. Improve-
meut in this brunch of the business there has
been, but it mjght have been greater had it
had more of the element of competition in
it. Inventors of improved sppliances, like
sellers of crude o1l, find practically only
onc buver in the field und that buver not
much inclined to encourage investigatfons
on this line.

ANOTHER LIVELY SECTION.

Our picture of the type of derrick common
to the late sixties is o view of the Fee weil
No. 4, st Shumburg, It wasan advanced tvpe
lor its lime, being 56 feet high, havipg seven
girthe. fo rig buildiog the “I16-foot plank™
is the standard. This gives even eight
feet to the girth. The most common type in
the sixties were of six girths and many but
five, while the standurd now is ten.

Shamburg must be remembered among
the very lively little oil towns long since
detunct. Its peighbors, Red Hot snd Cash
Up, hivd more euphonious and descriptive
titles, but were not oue whit more red hot or
onie whit more on the business priociple of
cash on delivery than Shamburz. The Fee
No. 4 was sbont the sixth well completed at
Bhamburg, and, having a production of sey-
eral hundred barreis s day, assisted mats-
rially io ereating the “boom’ whnich swept
over that part o/ the country,

ABANDONED ENTERPRISES.

The towns above named were oot far from
the fur-famed Pithole, which has us

years ago the Beuninghoff robbers were

the grent of ofl town:
| Bt salapes of the sowa of Pidhete
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for the greatest 1mprovement in drilling
wachinery aad tools. The deep fields about
Piusburg, in Washin county and West
Virginia have developed d g rigeip
the highest style of the art.

In these fields long strings of heavy cas-
ing require great strength in the derrick.
The large boles drilled call for heavy tools,
A drilling bit for a West Virginia 10-inch
or 13-inch bole is now pearly as heavy as a
whole string of tools used in the palmy
duys of Oil ereek, bit, nuger-stem, jars and
sinker. One of the modern 414-inch stem
would have “paralyzed’” the driller of 25
years ago on sight, and its 45 feet of length
would bave been altogether too much for
that driller’s 40-foot derrick. .

IMPROVED MACHINERY,

Old engines may yet be seen rusting on
Oil ereek in Pennsylvania and at Burning
Springs, West Virginia, that make the
modern drillersmile bard. Side connecting
cranks, single slide vaives and other anti-
quated features sbout this old machinery
gives rise to the wonder how they ever got
any wells down at all. The present style
of reversible engine, with its wonderful
quickness and strength, can hardly be com-
pared in the same breath with the old
machine. It is the same way with the old
sille aud timbers. The main sill of 1865
wouid nol make a decent mud-sill for the
rig ot the period.

The driller's methods, too, have kept pace
with hisiwachinery and tools. None of the
old processes for him; no pulling the cable
over the shaft while an attachment to the
crank-pin will do the work as well; noslack
rope or dowa jar while he can keep things
humming with the tight rope. It is allso
very different that the changes can hardly
be realized.

PITTSBUEG'S SHARE.

In keeping with all the other improve-
ments of the oil man is his home. What a
howling wilderness of mud Qil City and
Titusville were, to be sure, when the oil
wan first made headquarters in them, Brad-
tord was oot much better. But the oil man
made a city of it much sooner than he had
o! the others and secured city focilities. It
couldn’t long becompared with the crudities
of Petroleum Center and Pitholee. When
the oil mun got back to Oil City he wanted
more improvementi—

Now Pittsburg is the oil wetropolis. To
use the well-known pbrase of an old-tire
oil man, “There is but one metrollopus in
this country,™ and that is Jfor the oilman,
Pittsburg. It is a great improvement over
all his previous homes. In fact he couldn’i
find a better il geologieal conditions per-
mitted him to go esst of the Alleghenies
And he is sppreciating the tact. From
Bradford, Titusville and Oil City he comes
here, Frowm Buffalo, Jawestown and Olesn
he seeks permanent residence in the Gas
City. The familiar faces are seen on our
streets by huudreds, and graduoally they are
setgling down here, preparing to Keep house
and vote in onr midsts. They have reached
perfection in the matter of home-hunting,
though sowe genins wants them to improve
their drilling by usinr electMe motors and
do their fishing by flash-light photograph
instead of the time-honored, soap-coated im-
pression block. A, B, CauM.

How She Minded the Child.
Bloghamton Leader. ]

« “Now you know that I hired you ex-
pressly to take care of that child,” saida
Frout street lady to ber nurse girl, “end I
shnr.!!d like to know why you don’t mind

ber.

“Well, I deglare!” snswered the gir!; b | 4
that don’t beat all., As if I didn"t mind
her] Why, she never issued an order that
Idido's obey. Ouly yesterday she ordered
me to walk up to the County House and
back and I did it, and leit her playing for
four hours on the railroad track.”

Dinmonds Agalost Diamonds.
Boston Herald.]

Will it keep Mre. William Astor awake
nights to have a New York correspondent
say Miss Nellie Farren of the Gaiety Thes-
ter owns more diamonds than she? The'
Astor dimmonds were Supposed to be no-
zqualed, but here is a snip of a burlesquer
s g Bt gt chempion dinmond
owner, # who boasts she doesn't

{ service, the army and the na

L —=r=
England’s first confliet in Burmuh in 1852
to the war in the Soudan in 1884 Thnirty-
two vears of grestachievemeonts in wur have
wiso been supplemented by some gradesof
civil duty, which developed a high degree
of executive and diplomatic ability in the
Irish gentleman who has been spd is bolh
suldier and diplomat.

TWO IRISH FIGHTERS,
It is a singulsr, if not n natural, faot, that
the two most eminent soldiers in the British

] Sir Garnel Wolseley.

army are both Irishmen—Lnrd Wolseley,
who 15 just now filling the national eye and
keeping buoxy the English tongue, and Sir
Frederick Roberts, who enmimands in India.
Upon them Eoglund would rely for its ex-
perience and ability in uction in onse of a
conflict at arms. Both of them, I think,
came from what may fairly he ealled the
middle classes, at lenst Lord Wolseley did,
and he is emphatically a self-made magn,
But he comes of a fighting lamily, for
his father, grandfather and even earlier an-
castors were all soldiers, and he takes, to the
profession of arm an inberitance. His
mother, who rear@himi for the profession
while his father in the arwy, tarned bis
mind earefully and earnestly in a military
direction, and his first books o! readiug re-
lated to war,
The Duke of Cambridge, the cousin of the
Queen, is nominally the commander-in-
chief, baeause the law of succession requires
that place to be filled by one of royal blood
and in direct commuuion with the head of
the nation. But for saveral years past Lord
Walseley has been recognized as the lesding
soldier of the kingdom, wnd bas exerted an
influence in army matters rarely ever before
accorded to any man, except in time of war.

DIPLOMAT AND SOLDIER.

It is rare to find embodied 1n ona compo-
sition the twin elements of soldier and dip-
lowas, und yet, Lord Wolseley is a living
example of the fuct that = man may have
the elements which go to make a commander
and at the same time the power to manage a
delicate job of diplomaey, lor besides his
brilliant military services he has handled
several important civil commissions of a
high oharacter with marked ability, Be-
tween his army and civil ocenpations he has
been constantly kept in the foreground of
combat with the world eser ginee he was of

age.

For the first time in forty years, this com-
mand in Ireland will not only lll:fn him a
rest, but the opportunity of being of great
use to his people while enjovine his books,
and an opportunity to indulge his literary
ambitions in finishing his life of the great
Dake of Marlborough, upon which he hos
been engaged for somwe time. Besides be-
ing an Irishman, Lord Wolsgley is a Lib-
eral. Atone time bhe fave Mr. Glad-
stoue’s peliey, but be has parted eompany
with “the grand old man" upon politiesl
matters, und while hobdinz the idea that
loeslities shouid be left to look aiter their
own affiirs he believes that the diplomatic
shonld all
be daminated by a representative assembly
:l;gg business under the shadow of the

ne.

WOLSELEX'S PERSONALITY,

N

tended at his invitation, I have carefully
watched his habits of mind and uctlon in
comparision with thoss abont him. A
- stronger personality, clad in a soldier’s uni-
form, I have rarely ever seen. I have beea
trying for a month to liken and conpare him
with some Federal General of distinetion
from our rebelllon, Hut ha is different from
any of them I ean recall

Desides possessing an abundance of firm-
ness, and & good opinion of ‘his owa judg-
ment like Graot, he has plenty of push like
Sheridan, whom he admires as much for his

polish in his manners, mental activityofa
thonghtful kind and a subtle diplomacy
t1 have never before met in nn officer
who has won distinetion in the pestle of
fight. These qualities are all foreign to the
_rugged soldier, such we kngw In our country
during the war. These finely drawn theo-
retical minds were doubtful of their own
genius, in the crucible of plan and onset,

ANOTHER SMALL FIGHTER.

Ttis vemarkable how many fhiall men

vé been great soldiers. Napoleon was
undersize, Grant hardly up to_the average,
Sheridan below it, ete. Lord Wolseley is
in the same group. He is hardly up to the
medium, and isslim aod lithe of frame,
His face {s rather small, but full of firm
lines that are very apparent when he closes
his thin lips under his gray mustache, His
eves are sharp and searching and his man-
ner the perfection of fine breediog, 8s al-
wiys found in a real Irish gentleman. His
hair wus once dark, but now almost white,
but there isn freshness to his face and a
twinkle in his bine eves that make him
look as fresh as at 40, when he must have
been an exeeedingly havdsome man. )

There is rarely mueh in the 1 side
of a strong soidier’s life that is striking
enough to write about. People love to read
about heroism, adventure and the dramatic
features of a military chieftain’s eareer—
not what he has done with his legs under
the desk and a pen in his hand. The story
of Lord Wolseley’s life im so full of the
dramatic that it intrudes itself at every
turn and sets aside all else.

VERY NEAR TO DEATH.

During England’s second war with Bur-
mah in 1852 he was only an ensign. In
leading a storming party, both he anda
brother officer were shot down as they en-
tered the enemy’s works.  One bled to death
in five minutes and Wolseley was only
saved ulmost by s miracle after months of
terrible suffering, The Crimean War in
1854 found him ready for duty, but he got
terribly knocked to pieces there. During
the seige of Bebastopol fate was strangely
against bim. He was alightly wounded on
the 10th of April sand again on the Tth of
June, but on the 30th of August, while at
work in the treoches, he was knocked over
by a solid shot striking near him, killing
thyo:aa about him and rendering him almost
lifeless, He was picked onp for dead, and
hardiy recognizable from the number of
wounds on his face. His body was as if
filled with the contents of a shotgun.

The surgeons regarded him ss beyond
hope, but he took a different view of it, and
atter suffering for many weeks he recovered.
For a long time he lived in a dark cave,
totul blindness being threatened from the
effects of his wounds, While 1 this plight
and the dire calamity hanging over him,
the full of Sebustopol was snnvounced, In
wonnds snd other casualities Lord Wolseley
had sany amonntof bad luck, for he hardly
ever went to war without returning with a
wound, but they gained for him the coveted
promotion for which he fought.

SHIFPWRECHED NEAR SINGAPORE,

After the Crimea he wus ordered to China
on s diplomatic mission, and was ship-
wrecked near Singopore. . Adttera startling
ndventure he was rescued, completed his
daty and the same year, 1857, he is found
in Iadiz suppressing s motiny. This
erénted him a Lieutenant Oolonel at a sfugls
juinp from the Captainey that his brillinnt
service in the Crimea bronght him. In 1860
he was in the Chinese war, and alterward
on & diplomatie mission to Naokin. In
1861, about the beginning of.our war, he
was hurriedly sent to Canuds in connection
with the Trent affair, and became Deputy
Quartermaster General of the Dominion.

‘The Red river expedition in 1870 won
him & knighthood, and the following year
he spent as Assistanl Adjutant General in
the War Office. The Ashuntee War made
him s full Major General and Inspector
General of the forces. From 1875 to 1878
be was Governor of Natal first and of Cy-
press afterward. The Zulu War, in 1870,
found him Commander in Chief of the
forces and High Commissioner to Sounth
Africa. The Egyptain campaign of 1882
rnised biw to n peerage, and the war in the
Soudan in 1884 earried him forward to be
eousiderad the first soldier in England, On
his redurn in 1885 he was made Adjutant
General at the War Office, =

THE PIGUREHEAD CHIEFTAIN.

Lord Wolseley eun never be in pesce the
army chieftain, becuuse he is not of royal
blood. That place is a kind of figurehead
kept for one of the royul family, and the
Duke of Connaught, the Queen’s youngest
son, is being trained to fill the shoes that
will ere long, in the natural course of
events, be left vaeant by the Dake of Cam-
bridge. It may be said to this youog man's
credit that be is likely to be more than a
figurehead, for he has not only been oare:
fally trained, but bas studied hard, and is
filled with an ambition to make himself an
efficient commander, and is eredited with
much military ability.

Lard Wolseley believes that there will be
another war between Frznce and Germany
whieh will be one of the bloadiest confiicts
that Europe has ever known. Of America
he said: “In Ameriea you have & pure
democraey, and n pure democricy is capa-
ble of doing much more in the direction of
strung measures and of war, than a mixed
system such as ours. When democracy is
thoroughly established in England, the chief
security against war will have disappeared.
1t 1s democracies that make wars, oligar-
chies that are afraid of them, especially an
oligarchy like ours which is timid and
hawpered by the party system.

AMERICA ACTS A8 ONE MAN,

Oursystem, by dividiog the nation politi-
cully iuto two halves, each of which op-
poses on principle whateyer the other pro-
posgs, paralyzes our strength when a Minis-
ler’a tempted to go to war. If our people
were as ucanimous in eases of aflront as the
United States, we should go to war muny
more times than we do. In America ques-
tions of foreign poliey, involving the main-
tenance of the honor of thé flag or the rights
of Awerieac citizens, are outside the area
of party disnute. The whole nation acts ns
one mun. Hence, Russia, Germuny and
France habitunlly show the United States a
deference which they never show England.’”

Speaking of the annexation o Canads,
Lord Wolseley said he did not believe that
it would ever jnin the United Siates. He is
a very firm believer in the permanent peace
between this country and the United Stotes.
He regards it as the duty of these Euglish-
speaking nations o stand by each other for
the final struggle between the powers of the
earth, will be between the English-speaking
penple on the one side and those who talk in
other tongues on the other.

Fraxg A, Burr

Solowon's Wisdem.

The Epoch,]

“Say, pa, Solomon was the wisest man
that ever lived, wasa't he?” /

““Yes, my son, he is so considered."

"“And he had 300 wives, didn’t he?"*

“I believe that is the number.”

“Say, po, if Bolomon wus the wisest man
that ever lived how did he ever come w0 get
_in ench 4 fix—you can’t live peaceably with

one?"”
“Hem! haw! hem! he got wise after he
" 4

margjed thew. You go to bed.

Ferfecily Preper.
Bofton Herald, ] b
14 is ot surprising that the young man

Fshould sténi s preity
b : rom o

record as for his being an Irishman. Bui |
there is a sort of finish in his composition,

ROOMS LIKE CELLARS.

Your Shoes Will Mold While You
Sleep In the City of Para.

KOT ONLY DAMP, BUT VERY HOT.
A Disease in Which Death cui,h Blowly
From Feet to Hend.

THE ONLY KEXOWN CURH IS IN FLIGHT

[CORRREPONDENCE OF THE DIEPATCHY

PARA, September 16.—Para (pronounced
h-rah) is, by reason of its situation on the
uator, not only the hottest, but perhsps
the most unhealthful city on the globe, a
distingtion which its rivals on the Brasilisa
coast do not attempit to emulate. Being
practically almosd surrounded by water, it
is not only hot every. day in the year, but
correspondingly damp every night. At
this season itrains regularly at exaotly 4
o’clock every miternoon, which serves to
cool the parched atmosphere, rinse the tile
roofing of the houses and, in general terms,
to act as & grateiul showor bath to not only
the sweltering humanity, but likewise to all
inaninate pature.

The nights are always damp, Wepgo fo
sleep in upper floor rooms that are precisely
similar, as regards air, to those of a damp
eellar in the States. My shoes, left on the
floor nlongside of my bed, became covered
with mold. Clothing that is huog in ward-
robes and not aired y also becomes so
moldy that it leaves a stain that cannot be
erased. Stockings are so damp in the morn-
ing that one can searcely draw Lhem on.

IT DOX'T KILL THE NATIVES,

The doors and windows are necessarily
closed, causing every breath of air we In-
hale to have a liarly pungent musty
smell, so that fgn to sleep feeling some-
how that I'm under the influence of ether
or chloroform, Yet, though the population
of nearly 100,000 souls do this every day,

e mortality among the natives, as far s&
Ea be ascertained, is not greater by com-
parison thun that of some of oar oities

The very paper on which I am writing
this, though kept in the sine lined box in
which the State Department sends out su
plies, is 80 damp that pen sod ink eannot
used. Those that are in the habit of wetting
a peneil to their lips would be cured by
coming to this climate.

Yet Inw fever prevails here all the time,
but little attention being paid to it by ihe
hative population. Perhaps it is best that
the officials should stadiously conceal the
real state of health, as the natives areof
that peculiarly mercurial temperament that
onoe a panio takes possession of them it
would g: impossible to control the lower
classss,

THE PRESS STILL MUZZLED,

It is practically sn easy matter to prevent
the people from learning of the disease be-
coming prevalent, beeause there is a censor-
ship o1 the press, as well as telegraphs and
eables, to & limited extent, that would of
course prevent the fact becoming known
either at home or abroad. There is a law in
foree which subjects anyone who may pab-
lish anything of what may be considered of
an ycendiary character, to & trisl, not by
jury in the piace of residence, but by a court
martial at Rio de Janerio. There isalso s
law of recent date which completaly pre-

‘clitdes the possibility of anyous éommunis
eating by telegraph or cable any facts detri-
mental to the Governmeat; no telegrams in

eipher being permitied st this time,

En addition to this scourge of yellow faver
and smallpox, they have here a disease
which in its effect is worse than either,
i. ., beri-beri (pronounced as though it
were spelled bury-bury), the name being
imported from Indis, and possibly the dis-
ease also, it being distinctly peculiar to
Brazil sud India alone.

A TEERIBLE DISEASE,

Beri-beri may be briefly described as a
liviog death; the victim is at first affiicted
with a swelling of the feet, accompanied by
a numbness and partial paralysis beginning
at the toes, and at the same time a tickling,
erawling leeling of the skino, although the
affected parts are insensible to the touch.
In the progress of the disease the paralysis

dually proceeds upward, as does also the
mmiual swelling, rendering the lower
limbs entirely helpless; the flesh becomes of
4 spongy nature, taking an impression like
a piece of soft puity. The finger pressed
against the limb will leave an iodentation
precisely the same ss that in any pliable
materinl,

The course of the disease is as surely up-
ward as the growih of s well-watered plant
in good soil in 8 bothouse, taking, in some
cases, months to reach the vital parta, when
death—a horrible, prolouged death, ensues
by a slow strangulation, caused by ﬁ‘;{"d-
ual paralysis of the mpiuwr& muscles of
the thorax and dispbragm. Their action
becomes more and more leeble, and respira-
tion more snd more difficult; but so slowly
that it sometimes takes the victim a week or
more to choke to death.

CURED BY EMIGRATION,

Thev have what is known as galloping
beri-beri, when the pale horse and riger
does his work in five or six days. The
dectors do mot pretend to understand the
canse or the nature of the disease, which
they attribute in gen terms to a break-
ing down of the system; or, as our doctors
sometimes when they are not sure of a case,
call it “nervous prostration.” There in but
one cure for beri-beri, and that is to leave
the country. The fact is well established
that patients who do make a change of base
recover. Instances are related where pa-
tients who have been carried aboard vessels
so helpless that they were placed 1o bam-
mocks were within a few days after leaving
port able to walk about the deck. This es-
tablishes the fact that beri-ber: flourishes at
Para. -~ -

Notwithstanding these discouraging facts
Parn has existed for hundreds of years, it
heing one of the earliest settlements of the
Portuguese in Soutn America, It is in
muny respects a most interesting place. Its
streets in the lower ot the eity are
narrow, numerous and very erooked, but
generally well paved with importea Belgian
block.

APEEP AT THE OITY.

Street car lines extend throughout the
labyrinth of little streets, going and comin
inall directions, They huve both wide an
narrow gauge tracks, which occupy almost
all of the thoronghiares in places. In many
of the streefs, wazons caunot pass them; in
faet, I bave not vet seen 8 wagon, thoueh
two-wheeled carts drawn by small oxen acd
ponies are quite commwon; and I have no-
tived u couple of dilapidated old hacks skir-
wishing sround, containine some winor
official in their carr! of state,

The hounses are small and generally quite

picturesque, with their balconies, shades
and lri.:ﬂowu. neer lnoki:x hallways and
tile roo’s. I hava walked ull over towun,

witbout being aljle 10 find a chimoey; io
faet there are no hearth stones in and
a fice on the hearth is one of the y
educators they have sudly missed.

I've seen quite a wumber of right pretty
dark eves peeping through the nhuﬂ-, or
neat forms, and dark complexioned fuces
lé?i“ grace:ully over the little balgonies,

i

th a view to self ,:nm-uuo no doubt,
the windows are slightly ubove the ordinsry
height. Thev have » curious custom here

that prohibits any lady from appesring in
the street, nnless socompuuied by one of the
fawily aud sy observation is that they live
up to the rule strictly,  J. O. Kegsxy.

© Twoe In Compuny.
Intianapotis Journsl.]
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CHAPTER X1V,
PUT 10 THE PROOF. .

To say that Vin Harrls' jeslousy was un-
reasoning, ungovernable, aud the cause of
ortiel and incessant tortnre io himself, is
merely fo say that it was jealousy; but by
an unhappy coineidence this was the very
moment chosen by hus father to make a dis-
closure whieh, for & breathless second or #o,
seemed to recall and conflrm the young
man's wildest suspicions. When Vineent,
in obedience to the telegrapkle summons,
arrived st the hoase in Grosvenor Place, be
found his father in the library, slanding
with his back to the fire. On this oceasion
the great capital-denouncing capitalist did
not wear the suit of hodden gray which, at
dinner in hisown house, was designed to
show his contempt for conventionality; no;
when this interview was over, he meant to
lunch at the Athenseam Club, and with &
view to that solemn rite he had donned a
black frock-coat which was tightly buttoned
over his substantial form. A stiff up-
standing collar and a satin tie added to the
rigidity of his appearance; while his manner
Was, o8 y pompous and eold. With a
roll of paper in his hand, he wonld have
looked as if he were going to deliver an
alternoon lecture ut the Roval Institution.

“I have went for you, Vjn,” he began,
“because I have something of importanee 1o
say to you, and the sooner it is said the bet-
ter. You are aware that I have never
sought to futerfere with your way of life.
Indeed I have segn no cause to do so. Your
line of study I approve; your ambitions I
would encourage; and s ior the amuse-
ments and pleasures natural to your years,
I ean trust you to remember your own self-

held up hls hand as if he would enjein
silence; ““Words that are said cannot be
unesid,”

Hin father regarded him for a second, sad
then be endeavored i6 bring a little more
friend liness and consideration ioto his
manner,

“I bave heard of this infatuation,” he
ssid. “And if you had been like other
Young men, Vin, I should have said noth-
ing. I should have leit you to find ont
for yourself, But, you see, you have the
mis ortune to imagine other ple to be as
straightforward aud honorable as yoursalfy
you do not suspeet; and you are inclinsd to
trust your own juizment. But eves if
this eitl were all you think she is,
what madness it would be for you to
countemplate marcying her! Look at her

ition—and at yours; look at her up-
ringing and present surroundings—and at
yours; think of whatis expected of youy
what chanees you have; what so allianes
wlthsfm; family might do for you in
ublie life. 'What good ever comes of over.
eaping soglal barriers—of Quixotism—of
seli-sncrifice lor sentiment’s sake? What
does a marriage between two peaple In dif-
ferent spheres menn?—what is the inevits-
ble result?—it is not the one that is raised—
it Is the other that i= drueged down.”

"“These are strange doctrines for a Socisle
ist and & Communist,” Vinesat observed,

“They are the dootrines of eommon
sense,’” his father retorted, sharply. “How-
ever, It is unnecessary to say anything fur-
theron thatseore. You will abandon all
this nonsense when you understand who and
whst this girl is; and you will thank God
you have had your eyes opened in time,
And, indeed, it all that I am told is trus—
if I guess aright—if I piece the stary prop-
erly togethor—I should say she was the far
more dangerous of the two accomplices—"

VINCENT'S INTEEVIEW WITH HIS FATHER,

respect. But in one direction I confess I
am disappoinied. My chief aim in your
eduocation has been that you should see and
know the world; that you should under-
stand men; and by contact learn to cope
with them, and hold your own. Yes I
confess I am disappointed; for T am not
misinformed—and I have taken the greatest
trouble not to be misinlormed—here are
you, aiter all vour travel and experience of

the world, become the dupé of two commen
begging-letter impostors,”
The young man, startled, looked up

¥

qnleklg; but he held his peace. Now this
somewhat disconcerted Harland Harrs, for
be bad expected an ipstunt and indignunt
rotest, whick would have justified a listle
udicious warmth on his side in production
of proois, But Viocent sat calm and coi-
lected, listening with apparent respect.

“Yes, deeply dissppointed,” his father
continued, with s little more animution,
“or this old churlatan who seems to have
got hold of you is altogether too bare-faced
und cheap an impostor! Did you ever ask
yours=lf bow he lived; what was his business
or profession; where he got the money to go
from one couniry to snother? Well, if you
bave not, I have; I have made inquiries; I
bhave bad him traced; I osn tall you his
story, and a very pretly story it is. Would
you like to hear it?"

“T don’t kuow that it eoncerns me mueh,”’
said Viocent, with composure.

“QOh, it does not!” said the gentleman
with the pompous professional air, upon
whom the indifference ssemed to have o
somewhat irritating effect.  *“Well, there is
nothing very grand about it—exeeps the
muenificent and wholesale lying! And
perbaps also the incredible simplicity of
the people who sllowed themselves to be
imposed on. Why, in Caoads he ealled
himsell Lord Bethune—was there no second-
hand copy of Burke anywhere sbout to
show them there wus no such peerage in ex-
istence? Lord Bethune haunting the news-
paper offices, and borrowing money right
and lett, becnuse of his Scotch pame znd
bogus literary schemes! His sham estates—
his sham lineage—his sham cost of arms;
did wobody think of tarning up & book?
‘Btand ?u&. Craig-Roystonl" Craig-Boys-
ton—"

He crossed the room and took down & vol-
ume from one of the shelves,

*There,” he said, putting the book on the
table, “‘there is ‘Black’s Guide to Beotland.’
Can you find ont where Cruig-Royston is?
Turo up the index."

Mechanieally and carelessly Vincent did
ss he was bid.

“No, I don't see it there," he said,

“I should think not! Nor Balloray
either; ean you find Balloray? An easy
thing to eluim estates that don't ; and
wear armorial bearings of vour own inven-
tion! Cadzow—oh, yes, Cadsow you
find—Cadzow nadoubtedly exists; but most
people thought that Cadzow belon to the
Duke of Hamilton, Or does Bethune
claim to hlu?‘uholbouln and Earl
of Angus as well?"

He psused; so Vimcent was bound to
AnswWar.

“I don’t know that it conderns me much,”
the youug mas said, re his former

hrase. ‘“Evea if all

_Vineent's lip curled; ke did not put his
disdain into words.

“A painfol revelation?” his father cone
tinued, in more oracular fashion. “Oh, yes,
no doubt. But oceasionally the truth is
bitier nod wholesome ar the same time.
What you believe about the girl is one
thing; what I know sbout her is another;
iudesd._ I can gather that it was only throagh
ber artifice that the old man’s impostures
Were acce, or tolerated, at all,. What is
be?—a farce poseur—who would at
once have been sent to the right about but
ior the ingenue by his side, with her inmoe
cent eyes and Ku sad look. When the
writer of the begging letter calls, hia lhz
might be inquired iuto; but nol—for here
this interesting young [ulr—-nd the harde
st heart declines to croas-examine while she
is standing there. Aund, of course, she muss
go to the newspsper offices, to beguile the
editor with her silent distress, while her
grandisther is wheedling him omt
of a loan; or she accompanies him
to the wine merchant, or the book-
seller, or the tailor, so that
can De said about uopsaid secounts
she is by; and of course there is s renewal
of eredit. A very simple and effective
trick: even where the people koow the old
man to be a rogue, they ars sorry for the
girl, and they have a pleasiog sense
of virtne in allowing themselves to bas
waleted: they little suspect that she -is by
far the more accomplished swiadler of fhe
S V ughed, in open seorn; bat

Here Vineent la k 3

laugh was a lorced ome; and his eyes
were lowering.

“I am glad vou consider it s lam
matter,” said Mr. Harris—who found {t less
easy to combat this contemuptuous unbelief
than if he had beea met with indignation
and wrath, “‘Perhaps, after all, the

lead
you io accept her just as she her
:urixy,hzcnﬂ,n.lln? Orh' =
ave planned out for yourself a
brilliant future than any that
to your iriends? Pertiaps you aim at
the old man’s sucoessor? Itisan
of k:‘mn‘b éi.‘h, bavisg a
iike that by your side, to esrn your
for you. '3&::. l;:du of l{a“non s
incent to hi eyes
aflame. =

‘“You go too far,”” hesaid, breathing hard,
“You go too far. I have been trying to re-
member you are my father; don’t make 1%
too difficult, Whastdo 1 care about this
tarrago of nounsense that some one has put

yom
more
way

{i i

into r bead—this traah—this venomous
gu It is nothing to me. Iiis idls
air. I otherwise. But when it comes

to insult—well, it is all an insalt; but some-
thing must be to ; the

guesswork rubbish are probabiy as ignoraat’
as yourself about thoss two, Only—uo more
1nsults, if you pleasel I am your son; bat—
but there are limits to whist you ask me to
bear in pativnce. You talk of my madness
and infatustion; it is your your
infatustion. ﬁm cal you S8y “‘m
own knowledge of thatold man his
granddaugh w&mtlp ¥ou have
to H :

ter?

who bave supplied yon witg this
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