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AN ALLEGED LABOR CONFERENCE

The opening of the Labor confereoce at
Berlin vesterday was attended by formali-
ties and speeches which were mainly char
acterized by glittering generalities. Newver-
theless the hegiuning of that aseemblaze is
sufficient to suggest doubls as to its pro-
ducing anything of value to the laboring
peopie of Europe

If such a meeting were held with the sin-
cere and controlling motive of seeuring to
the laboring class a greater share of produe-
tion and relieving them of their burdens it
wonld deserve the sympathy oo eivilization,

he first decision of sach a body is so plain
that a conferenee wonld hardly be needed to
srrive at it. It would be the decision of all
the Powers to disarm and relieve production
of the imwense burdens of great armaments.
The second decision would be equally clear,
namely, the abolition of all special privi-
Jeges, vither in commerce, taxation or Gov-
erument.

But neither of these steps would be at all
satisfactory to the ruling powers of Europe.
Wien we find the opening speech of the
represestative of the German Emperor,
setting forth the probiem, not how to clevate
toe condition of lubor, but how to keep the
labor guestion from disturbing the European
Governments, the doubt as to the sincerity of
the professed interest in lubor is justified.
That we=b. is strengthened by the wery
siight indication. in the report that the
membership of the conference is composed
of anvthng bat the governing elusses,

A 1avwr conference in which labor ismnot
represented, nnd the purpose of which is to
prevent labor from making any trouble,
would justify a paraphrase of Mme. Roland’s
declaration in the words, “*Oh labor, what
shams are perpetrated in thy name!"

A CHURCH QUARREL.

The eonviction of Rev, R, B. Mansell, of
MceKeesport, in the church teial which was
ended yesterduy, is the termination of a caze
which can hardiy be regarded as calculated
1o refieet eredit on the cause of the churches.
The province of the press hardly extends to
si'ting the evidence in order to establizh an
opinion s to the justice of the werdiet ; but
it is pertinent to point cut that the allega-
tions and circumstances are such as o show
that an exercise of the Christian charity and
forbenrunce which should prevail in the
churches wonld have forbidden any snch
bitter guarrel, As it now is, the quarrel
will doubtless be coutinned and the eounter-
charges will go on, with each party nsserting
conduct on the part of the other wholly in-
consistent with their Christian professions.
While we must recognize that clergymen
and church members sre human, it certuinly

seemy pecessary to sav that in this case the |

toleration and good will necessary 1o all
organized work scem to be conmspicuous by
their absence.

TEE SENATORIAL FIAT.

The action of the Sepate lust week in
passing o resolution to expunge Senator
Call's interpolution into the report of his
rewarks in the Congressional Record, of &
savage sssault on Mr. Cuandler, which he
did not actually muke, has several peculiar
and amusing sspects.

The controlling principle in all this mat-
tor is the Senatoriul jdea thut when that
lolty body says that a thing is or is not so,
that settles it, no matter what the fact may
he. That idea extends to wore things than
the publication of the Record, It is nota-
ble in the enactment that the execative
sessions of the Benate shall be secret. Al-
though the Seuntors themseives straigit-
way goand tell what is dove, still they
bold that when the Senste saws that it is
secret, their little indiscretions in the way
of telling the soerets makes no essential
difference with the secreey. But the practi-
cal application of the sume idea, claborated
by Gilbert in ““The Mikado,” appears toa
delightiully complicated degree, in this
matter of the Congressional Revord,

Inthe first place it starts with the publi-
cotien of speeches mever delivered. It
makes no difference whether the spesches
ure, or are not, sctuully delivered. When
the high authority of the Sennte munifested
in its weighty publication—weighing sever-
ul tons per diem—declares it is so, that
veitles it. This being established, it is not
singular that Senstor Call imagined that oy
making that officiul publication assert that
he jumped on Senator Chandler with both
feet, it would plsce the matter bevond dis-
pute. But the Senatorial method of correot-
ing this wvodue application of iis own
prinviple eaps the climax. It resolves that
the interpolated watter shall be expunged;
and there‘ore it is expunged. It is no mat-
ter that the Congressional Racord containe-
fng the speech was pohlished and eirenlnted
some weeks ago, and that every one who hus
go little regard for the value of timeas 1w
read that poblication, has absorbed the
Florida Senator's {actitions thunder. The
high authority of the BSennie declures that
all this privted mutter shall dissolve to
wothingness. Consequently the printed tons
of official ponderosity are annihilated.

[ un.

i This is so besutiful a theory that the sug- | any deductios from the principal, gave up

gestions of the pressto confine the Con-
gressional Record to the report of what is
actualiy said, are wholly beside the mark.
How can the Sensie be expected to come
down from its lofty attitude of declaring
that its fint settles questions of existence and
non-existence, to 8 sublunary and limited
theory that its anthority can only state
things as they actually are, and must con-
fine itself to the groveling rules of common
senre?

THE PREVALFNCE OF CRIME.

A criminal epidemie is raging at present,
to judge from the rapidity with which eases
are eroppivg out 1n the loeal reports, This
issme of Tue DisparcH has to reporl the
ease of a4 yrominent citizen ol the Southside,
who has anticipated the discovery of his
forgeries by leaving the town; the murder
of a little girl by a eranky and presumably
insane stepfather, and & poisoniug case in
which suspicion is directed to the linsband
of the victim,

Euch of these oases presents features
whose sensationalism is of the disturbing
character; and suggests the inguiry whether
any explanation is possible of the prevalence
of crimes. Some time ago, when there had
been an alarming frequency of crimes dur-
ing the summer months, a theory was de-
veloped that crimes were caused by the hot
weather. But as the present outbreak
occurs during the only winter weather we
have had this year, the same sort of logie
would iudieate that they are produced by a
low temperature. 1{ crimes are produced
both by torrid and arctic weather, the out-
look for humanity in the alternations of this
climate is very gloomy.

It will be more satislactory to regard the
two specimens of inductive research as dis-
proving each other. But that leaves the
problem still unsolved.

THE USE OF FREEE LIBRARIES.

A special contributor elsewhere makes s
detailed statement of his grounds for oppe-
sition to the Carnegie Library project. It
hardly need be said that the views expressed
there are directly oppnuid to those of THE
DispatcH; but as an example o what can
be said in dissent, the communication is
interesting and may not be wholly without
instruoctiveness,

The basis of our correspondent’s opposi-
tion is that the free libraries will not be
beneficinl to the people, and therefore it is
unjust to levy the tax required to keep them
But this is not only begzing the whole
question; 1t is ignoring the testimony of
experience thuat wherever free libraries are
kept up they are of the widest benefit and
are universally used. Thistestimony comes
from Boston, New York, Baltimore, Cleve-
land, Detroit and Chieago, and a score of
cities in foreign countriee.  Even in this
city where the example of the struggling
Mereantile Library is cited as a failure,
a moderately careful study of what it
sctually does, wounld prove the con-
trary. In proportion to the very few
thousand dollars of extraneous assistance
received by that institution during itsthirty
vears’ operation, its work in spreading the
benefit of general reading has been noslight
matter: and its usefulness is attested by the
150 to 200 readers who visit it daily at the

| very time when people who do not take the

troulile to investigate the matter are pro-
claiming 1ts failure.

The «ame tendency o prejudge the whole
matter, shown in the deciaration of the use-
lesspess of free libraries when the testimony
of experience shows their value, sppears in
the assertion that a tax cannot be legally
levied for theiwr support. This ignores the
fact that the authority to do so has been ex-
erted without question for years, not only in
cities of other States, such as Boston, Cleve-
land and Detroit, but in no more remote a
locality than the eity of Allegheny, wherea
public library has been maintained by taxa-
tion for many wvears. The public usefulness
o' centers of peneral information, where the
right of the humblest and poorest citizen is
made by the very act of taxation as good as
that of the richest and most powerful, is un-
questionably a sufficient ground for the
publie supoort,

1t is a singular illustration of the incon-
sistencies which preconceived ideas can
produee, that while our correspondent erit-
cises Mr, Carnegie’s gilt hecause he does
not think its benefits will be widely dis-
tributed, he thinks that the gilt which
ought to have been made is the foundation
of a polytechnical school, the benefits of
which would, by his own statement, be con-
fined to & few hundred pupils, That
such an fostitution would be of value to
Pittsburg no one will deny; and perhaps
Mr. Carvezie's example may stimulate other
wealthy citizens to found it. Bot to allege
that it will be more useful than the institn-
tions which will nlace the means of enlture
derived from general reading within the
reach of hundreds of thousands, is to com-
mit the mathematical absurdity of suppos-
ing the whole to be less important than one
of its parts,

One point, however, is worthy of atten-
tion. That is the intimation that such an
institution will become the especial property
of the weaithy nnd fashionable, and that
working people will ind themselves unwel-
come there. The plan of the institulion is
devised especially to prevent such a mis.
fortune. It isto be believed that those in
charge of it will oarry out that plan in good
faith. The appearance of such a criticism
&t this early day should make them esreful
to avoid any act which will look like
removing the benefits of the institution
irom the common people,

THE REGULAR COURSE.

The Cherokee strip furnishes a reprodue-
tion of the Oklahoma experience, First,
the land is occupied by the cattle barons,
whose tendeucy to squat on any territory
without legal right, is not at all abated by
the fact that alter they have enjoyed several
years of pasturage, the Government very
tardily comes to the conclusion to order
them off No sooner are they forsed to
vacate than the boomer makes a rush for
the iand, invariably before there is any
legal right to do so. The fact that the
national suthority is always exerted to re-
move the boomers from the land they at-
tempt to grab, does not at all deter
them from repeating the grabbing act
on the next opportonity. One might wish
for & little variation of the monotony
of these proceedings, but they sre at least in-
structive of the lesson, that both eattle com-
pavies and squatters are equally hungry for
any land they can get their claims on, re.
gardless of legal right or the suthority of
the Government.

TSURY IN THE WEST.

The complaints as to usurious interest,
especially in the Far West, are multiply-
ing, and some of them are accompanied
with specifications that seem to justify
fault-finding. Oune case is reported to be
that of & sober and industrious man in
South Dakots, who, being in need ot resdy
money, gave & pote for §55, on which he re-
ceived 850, and, after paying 8§51 30 in in-
terest in thirteen months, without geiting

the struggle and blew out his brains in

despair,

The case looks like s hard onme, butit
nevertheless illustrates the law that soch
cases of usnurious interest are only possible
where the ignorance, or the recklessness, of
the borrower makes the hazard great. No
donbt the money-lender who exacted such
a rate or interest was a remorseless shark.
Bot the event proves that he was right in
his calculation that he must exact a high
rate in order to balanee the risk of the losn;
and the result is that he has, by that rate,
got back his principal with §1 30 interest
for the thirteen mounths. The man who blew
out his brains because he could not pay such
a debt, is certainly so far ont of the ordinary
class, that he eannot be regarded as a relna-
ble debtor.

We hope that things are not so bad out
West that relisble men eannot get necessary
loans at decent rates of interest. If any
such rates ns are reported prevail on re-
spectable security, there is lots of eapital in
the East for that investment.

Ir SBenator Stanford ean get liberty for
the farmers to put as much water into the
mortgages he proposes for thelr relief as bas
been put into Benator Btanford’s railroads, the
farmers might have a good thing, when some
oue i§ found who will pay for the inflated
values,

Tur organization of the Allegheny Car-
negie Library baving progressed nearly to the
point where it will be necessary to elect &
librarian, candidates for that useful and honor-
able pesition are coming forward, Among
them the name of Mr Erasmus Wilson, for-
merly of THE DISPATCH, is prominently men-
tioned, Mr. Wilson won his newspaper repu-
tation by the treatment of topica of current in-
terest in an unconventiona! manuer which
broughi them close to the popular apprehen-
sion, The sume qualities wonld be likely to
prove valoable in methods of bringing literary
subjects within the reach of the people and
stimulating popular interest in them. Mr.
Wilson's many friends in the newspapar pro-
fesston would be glad to congratulate him, if
he should be selected to that important post.

It is'pleasant to observe that we have had
one grand jury which attended to its business
prom ptly and won the approval of the Court
This is such a degree of progress as to raise a
hope that in time the Court will be able to get
constables to return all the speak-easies.

THE price of Rio coffee is going up. Itis
asserted by the trade that neither the manipu-
lation of acorner nor the monopolyof a trust is
producing this result, but the scarcity pro-
duced by short crops for three years past. If
this is the case—and the asscrtion appesrsto
be well corroborated—the advance in the price
of that food staple is simply one of the hard.
ships for which no one is to blame. That Is a
very different matter from the cases whero the
cost of 1ife for the masses is enhanced for the
benefit of a combination.

HARDLY any ‘better investment for the
welfare of the coming generation can be made
than & subseription to the fund for the News-
boys’ Home. A very few dollars spent on thess
little sireet arabs will yield rich retarns of 1m-
proved manhood in the future,

OxEof the beautics of machine politics
is presented Dby the spectacle of two depuoty
sheriffs of New York, who are accused of sell-
ing extraordinary privileges to prisoners con-
fined in jail, presenting their resignations toa
sheriff who is on trial for fixing up a court to
present him with a bogus divorce. When the
differences between the officers of the law are
ouly in the variety of the corruption and in-
justice which they perpetrate, there Is need for
very radical reform.,

THE statement that Miss Marie Prescott
has lost her divoree sult because she did not
know where she lived, is a slight offset for the
large number of peopla who bave won divorce
suits by being able to swear that they lived in
any place that was convenlient.,

It is somewhat aside of the mark for some
of our cotemporaries to warn the Tory erities
o! Lord Randolph Churechill that they are
scarcely safe to abuse him lest he be provoked
to retort in his wellknown and polnted man-
ner. A consideration or the lastspeech of the
young Tory Democrat will show that they can-
not provoke him to do more in that line than
hie has already done: and that they are now
doing their ineffectunl best to get even.

THE Vesuvius has now demonstrated her
ability 1o sling dyoamite out at sea with the
samo reckless prodigality that has been shown
on iand. Foreign nations will please take
notice and abstain from knocking any chips off
our shoulders.

WE are surprised to observe the Demo-
eratic New York [imes criticising the act of
the Hon, Baby McKee, in setting off the White
House fire alarm when there was no fire, as
*a criminal proceeding.” The natural expeec-
tation would be that the Democrats would re-
gard the young McKee's act as doing the best
he conld to raise an alarm over the policy of
the Republicans in Congress.

LeT us hope that the mountain of tariff
revision and surplus reduction labor will bring
forth something more than the ridiculus mus
of a elight deficit.

THE horrible case of child slanghter in
Allegheny yesterday can be dismissed as acase
of sudden insanity. With the lunacy of the
siayer established beyond doubt 1mmediately
after the killing, itis not consistent with the
eredit of human nsture to suppose that so pur-
poseless a crime could bave been commitved
before the lunatic had lost his mental balance.

Ir MAINE can ship us ice at prices within
the reach of modest purses it will be a gratify-
ing evidence that that far-eastern State can
furnish the rest of the nation with something
more than bullding stone and statesmen.

“Is religion a failure,” is the gnestion
raised by the Chriafian Union, which says that
the daily newspapers are inclined toanswer
the question in the affirmative. Thisissn
error. ‘There i3 mo general tendency to assert
that retigion is a fallure; buta wide impression
prevails that some of the people who make em-
phatic professions of it, are gross fallures,

THE fellows who use dishonest means fo
get money in small amounts are being found
out rapidly. Only wholesule dishonesty, on the
scale of millions, rises superior to the adage
that Bonesty s the best policy.

Now WE hear that a five-cent fare from
Hazelwood to the city over the mew electric
line Is & foregone conclasion. The ers of cheap
transit rates is coming so rapidly that we inay
soon expect the day of cheaper rates for the
ehorter distances by sales of ticket books or
commutation tickets.

WrrH the Australian system provided for
the whole country, by act of Congress, the ox-
pectation that corruption will be wiped out of
polities will be penaitted—until experience
proves the contrary.

JUDGE HILtox is stated to have bought
the Biewart property at the corner of HBroad-
way and Ninth street. Did he sell 1t to himself
nccording to the approved methods of corporate
millionaires? If 801t wounld be an interesting
matter to learn what was the cash considera-
tion he gave for it

A NATURAL gas line to the Westview oil
field will, we hope, be the precursor of an oil
pipe line to bringa large product from that
field to Pittsburg refineries,

THE great coal strike in England doesnot
seem likely to make the cost of manufacturing
Eunglish fron auy cheaper in the wear future.
The struggle, therefore, if maintained for any
length of time, may prove more beneficial to
the Ameriean iron industry than to the English
workiogman. -

THE TOPICAL TALKER.

A Beene From Life in @ Spburban School=
room—Sandy Had His Way—Plitsburg
and the Great Eastern Insurance Come
punies—A Bald-Headed Joke—The De-
wand for Gilbert and Sullivan's Worlx,

E bad committed some high crime or mis-
demeanor against the dignity of his pre-
ceptor and the peace and propriety of her do-
main, and the sentence was that he should
stand apart from bis fellows for & certain space
of time in a conspicuous place, The eriminal
of ten summers, more or less, took his stand,
therefore, in the epot desigmuted, beside the
blackboard in a corner of the room. The
board stood at an angle which made its face
visible to the scholars but hid it from the
tencher. This fact the young scapegrace soon
observed, and as an expression of Lis feelings
and lawless contempt for the government he
wrote up on the binckboard in good big letters
this expressive monosyllable:

LT

ok

Dax.

CEELLET
srarnnnn

sesmssanEEnan mesasnansares

The class broke into smiles and tittersat
once. Tho teachar at aloss for the causo of
this new disturbance looked at the prisoner in
the pillory. He was solemn as to visage, still
and composed. For a moment the teacher
turned to her bonk again, In this interval the
incorrigible youth by the blackboard raphdly
caleulated what eourse events were hkely to
take. If he rubbed outthe obnoxious word, he
reasoned, someons in the class wonld be sure
to reveal to the tencher what it had been. The
laughter of the children was growing move
bolsterous every second; aiscovery of the in-
scription was inevitable any moment. He de-
cided at once, and added two words to the
original legend, so that when tho teacher ex-
amined the board o moment later she read this
harmless septence:

rasrsstmssmsTEEEAssasaNERSRERSTARS .

A WATER DAM.

T
PRdR AR e

The Court guessed what jugglery had taken
place, but upu=z the evidence there was no way
to convict the prisoner of contempt. But the
Court bad a fearful struggle to keep a straight
face,

..

&
B. JAMES STEVENS0N, the well-known in-
surance man, laughs when ne tells of an
encounter he had with Bonny Scotiand t'other
day.

Mr. Stevenson was crossing a street down-
down, and when he was half over a big fair-
skinned Scot, evidently just arrived from his
native heath, met him face to face. Mr, Ste-
venson was on the right side of the crossing,
and he didn't feel called upon to give way. He
glared at the Highlander and the Highlander
glared at him. Then the latter said sharply:
“The right o' way, please sirl"™ and Mr Ste-
venson, taken aback by the sheer coolness of
his opponent, stepped nside,

No doubt Sandy felt that he had buat insisted
on a right, for while here pedestrians take the
right on the sidewalk, in Scotland they give the
right or take the left.

L

Iris acknowledged fr‘uly by insurance men

that Pittsburg is one of the best flelds they
have in this country, and the amount of money
that the great Eastern insurance companies
take out of Pittsburg pockets in premiums
every year would make Pittsburgers stare if
they saw the figures.

A concerted movemont, I understand, is being
made by a number of leading financiers and
business men of this eity to ecompel the great
insurance companies to put some of the money
they get out of Pittsburg into eity improve-
ments here. The insurance companies for
some incomprehensible reason have never fa-
vored Pittsburg investments. No great bulld-
ings attest the presence of insurance eapital
on our streets, The insurance magnates pre-
fer to adorn Minneapolis with mercantile
palaces, to go even turther West and sow the
golden seed they reap from Pittsburg in the
classic avenues of Red Cow, Minnesota, or
Liar's Guolch, Wash. They are eager to
buy real estate In Western towns at
any sort of priees, but they decline to
look at Pittsburg property at all. Iknow of a
case in point. Three or four years ago a pleco
of property on Fifth aveoue was offered to a
New York Insurance Company at a price which
would have netted the latter, had the salo been
mude, about §1,500 & foot front to-day, But the
New York men sail that the price was too
bigh. They are saying the same to-day,

To a man not in the ipsurance business this
avoidance of Pittsburg, the contempt for its
wealth, and ingratitude for 1ts premiums, seem
idiotic from a simple business standpoint. The
interest of the companies themselves, ons
would think, would prompt them to invest some
of their funds in Pittsburg., It is not surpris-
ing that a protest against such disorimination
against Pittsburg is going up on all sldes, Yes-
terday I talked with several wealthy and infin-
ential men on'Fourth avenue, and learned that
unless a change comes over the policy of the
Eastern insurance companies, a retaliatory
campaign will be imum. r ted.

"I CAN'T quite et tisat last idea of yours
throogh my hair,” said the bald-beaded
man.,

“No?" queried the other man sympathetic
ally, “I guess the idea is baving a deuce of a
time finding the hair t_n get throogh”

-

VERY time a new Gilbert and Sullivan opera

is given in Pittsburg o chorns arises: “Why
doesn't some first rate comie opera company
play a repertoire of half a dozen Gilbert and
Sullivan operas?” At least a dozen people have
asked ma that very question this week. I can
only repenas the quostion. There does seem to
be a real and strong desire for the Gilbert and
Sullivan operds, aud it is remarkable that one
of the first-cluss companies, the Bostonians,
the Boston Ideals or McCaull's, has not ven-
turad upon & season of them. In Pittsburg
it is certain au artistic performance say of
“Patience,’’ “Pinafore,” *Pirates of Penzance,"
*The Borcerer,” “Princess Ida,” “The Mikado,”
and “Trial by Jury' and one of the iater and
less suocessfol operas as a doubie bill, wounld
attract great nudiences,

Among the men who will pay well to hear
good light opera with a comic vein,the fondness
for Gilbert and Sullivan’s jolnt productions is
very great. THE DISPATCH has received
many letters upou this very subject. A revival
of “Pattence” and “The Mikado" is promised
here shortly, but what is -sked for is a
repertoire containing six or more of the
Gilbert and Bullivan operas.

HEPBURX JOHNS,

MEN WHO ARE TALEED ABOUT,

PRESIDEST HARRISON rarely smokes more
than three cigars a day, it is stated—one alter
each meal.

WirLLiaM H JAcksox, brother of Governor
Jackeon, of Maryland, owns a peach orchard
containing 25,000 trees.

Mus. Junce Maoxsz, of Pittsburg, accom-
paunied by ber son, is among the arrivals at the
Btratford, Philadelphia.

MR, GLADSTONE'S close friend, Lord Gran-
ville, has in his gift the Captainey of Deal
Castle, made vacant by the death of Lord Syd-
ney.

Mr8, ELIZABETH STUART PEELPS WARrD
will give readings from her own works, includ-
ing an unpublished story, in Boston on Tues-
day next and the Tuesday after that

Mi. WHITELAW REeD, Amencan Minister
to France, sailed from Havre for New York

¥ on the steamer La Champagne. Mr,
Ried goes to New York tor the purpose of ac-
companying his wife back to France.

Mgs, U, 8. GrRANT leads a very quiet life in
New York. Her eyesight has become poorand
ghe soldom appears in public, except to drive In
the purk. General Sherman is a frequent and
welcome visitor.

CorosuL A. H. RoGERS this week got out
writs of habeas corpns ln behalf of several in-
mates whom he alleges to e sane, though de-
tained as insane subjects in the Ward's Island
(New York) Asylum. This makes 24 such writs
e hae taken out.

THE ear in which Mrs, Harrison's party trav-
eled southward had been comfortably fitted up
and the pantry well supplied with every imag-
inable dainty. The refrigerator, where the
wines and meats were kept, is under the floorin
the forepart of the car.

M. ROUVIER, the French Minister of Finance,
iz abont to contract & marriage with Lis niece,
Mile. Cadiot, of Dieppe. M. Rouvier lost his

first wife about a year ago, Bhe was well known
in the li worid as & novelist under the
name of Cl Vignon,

IN MEMORY OF KELLEY.

Democrats and Republicans Alike Eulogize
Him in the Honse,

WasHIseTOoN, March 15.—The Housa to.day
passed Its last tribute of respect to the memory
of Willimm D, Kelley, of Pennsylvania. Mr.
O'Neill, of Penngylvanin, was the first speaker.
He related a eonversation which he held with
Mr. Kelley a few days before the Christmns
bolidays, in the course of which the lntter said:
“My dear, long-time friend, [ want to tell you
that [ am a dead man; yes, to tell you, but
pleasedo not répeat it to others. Oh," said he,
“if my lite can only be spared until alter the
holidays, bow thankfuol to my God 1 will be. I
s0 much desire that the shadow of deatn may
pot be upon the houscholds of wy dear children
and grandchildrer to mar thelr Christmas en-

ovments and to darken in my family the
rightness of that festive time.™
o me,” continued Mr. O'Neill, “the shock
of this, as it were, confidential communication
was terrible. The composure with which be
gpoke the wards I am a dead man' unnerved
me, and I can never forget them.  Soon he took
to the bed from which he was not to riss again,
A devoted wife, sorrowlng sons and daughters
cared for and narsed him until ths last mo-
ment he was permitted to live. He suffered
greatly at times doring these dying days, but
there was no murmuring. He kpew that bis
end was coming, but tp realized that there was
One to whom he could look for ease and com-
fort in the passing hours of his trials on earth;
and calling time and again wpon the Lord
Jesus Christ, his divine Lord and Savior, and
repeating over and over, by day and by nfghs,
the Lord's Praver, taught him by his Christian
mather, be breathed away bis life 1n calmness
and composare.”

Mr. Holman, of Indiana, and Mr. Banks, of
Massachusetis then toochingly eningized the
deceased mwember. Mr, Milis,” of Texas, bore
testimony to the worth of Mr. Kelley, whom hea
characterized as one of the most distinguished
statesmen of the Unlon, Mr. McKinley, of
Ohin, paid bis tribute of respect to the old
friend for whom, in life, he had had the mostc
affectionate regard, nl in whose death all had
lost an honorable as=ociate and wise counselior
and some a very clote and dear friengd. No
eunlogy could do justice to the dend statesmans;
his life work was his highest eulogy, ana what
he wronglht for his fullow man and the impress
he had made on the legislation of the conntry
would be his bestand most enduring memorial.
His publiec life had been uncorrupt and uncor-
w]urbk'. and he left to his family and friends
and associates and countrymen the highest of
all honorable titles—that of an honest man.

Eulogies were also pronounced by Messra,
Bingham, of Penns¥lvania: Wilson, of Vyest
Virginia: Cannon, of Ilinois; McKenna, of
California; Reilly, of Pennsylvanin; Atkinson,
of Paunsvivania; i:!reckluri&a. of Kentucky;
Kerr, of lowa, and Reyburn, of Pennsylvania,
and then as o mark of respect to the memory
of the deceased, the House adjo

No Better in Penosylvania.
From the Bedford Gazetre.)

There i5 no better newspaper in Penusyl-
vania than THE PITTSBURG DispAaTcH. Its
Bunday edition is a whole library in itself,
while the efreulation of daily and Sunday edi-
tions has reached figures never before attained
by a paper west of Philadelphia. In every de-
partment THE DISPATCH approaches close to
perfection. The people want more of it, and
the proprietors find themselves obliged to pur-
chase another of Hoe's wonderful perfect-
ing presses early in the new year, THE Dis-
PATCOH [8 A groat newspaper.

THE FIGHT FOR THE FAIR

Does Not Beem to Have Reached mn End
Yer, by Any Menns,

Wasmxcrox, March 15.—For the first time
since the Hounse decided the question of the
site, the tnll commitieec on the World's Fair
met to-day and received the report of the sub-
committee in the shape of a bill providing for
the fair, with amendmeats to pult the wishes
of the Chicago people. The proceedings were
not ectirely harmonions and befors the con-
cluslon of the session it became evident that
the New York representatives were disposed
to differ from the sub.committee in respect to
t‘:ﬁ financial scheme and other important de-

s,

Mr. Belden offered a resolution to the effect
that it is inexpedient to adopt & bill on the sub-
ject of the World’s Fair until the city of Cim-
cago had furnished o site and o §10,000.000 se-
curity. This resolution was debated at some
len The frienas of Chicago insisted that tha
nature of thesecurity required should be spe-
cifically defined in the resolution, so that they

eould not be compelled at a later to fuar-
nish still other security. Thereupon the resolu-
tion was modified 8o as to read: “That when a

arantee fund of §10,000,000 shall be secored
¥ the citizens of Chicago, the sufficlency and
legality of which shall satisfactory to this
committee, that we report the ding bill
with such i ts as the ittee may
agree upon.” The debate npon this pmmuio.u
was continued until the commities Ano
weary, and after 4 o'clock adjourned until
Monday morning.

The Chairman and Messrs, Hitt, Bowden and
8 ringer expressed themselves as of opinion
that Chicago had alreaay given suficient gunr-
antees in the papers presented the Chair-
man of the Finance Committes of the city of
Chicago: but the New York and St. Louis peo-
ple m-!ueg&gun baving the matter more accu~
rately defl

Accomplished Her Denrest Wish,
From the Waushington Times-Star. ]

There is now no question that Cincinnati,
after years of effort to be recognized as the
musical center, has accomplished hear dearest
wish. At s musicians’ convention in that town
recently Baltimore loecal, No. 17, was excom-
munieated, expatriated and expelled because it
had employed a musicaan who had been dis-
missed from Plttsburg local, No. 15

A UNIQUE AFFAIR.
Tho Second Presbyterian Church to bo the
Seene of n Chinese Wedding,

A Chinese weddiog that will interest n great
many people will takke place at the Second
Presbyterian Church Friday evening, March
28. Thertitie roles will be assumed by Miss
Minnie Howard and Mr, George Herron, They
will be nttended at the altar by eight bride-
maids, Misses Maud MeLain, Kato Foster,
Ada Foster, Lou C. MecLain, Vida MeCul-
lough, Anna Herron, Margaret Sutoeriand and
Nellie Backer. Miss Katharene Howard and
Mr, Howard Wriznt will act as parents of the
bride, and tha minister, or go-between, will be
Virgmmia MeCreery.

aborate Chinese costumes will ba worn by

nll who take part in the ceremony, and appro-

riate music wiil make the entire performance
Elgnl; interesting,

The Lotterien Shonld Go,
From the O City Blizzard.]
It is claimed that nearly all the postal clerks
and earriers who become thieves begah by

stealing letters addressed to lottery agents,
which they know are almost certain to contain
money, The lotteries should go, though it is
just about as profitable for lottery patrons to
have their letters stolen in transit as to reach
their destination,

Pittsborg Indies to Attend Gomes,
From the Savannah Morning News.]

Twenty young ladies of Pittsburg, Pa., have
formed themselves into a ¢lub to attend base-
ball games in that city. The membership is
just about the size for two female “‘nines,” and
such enthusiastie admirers of the game will
probably take to the diamond,

WASNT AN EIGHT-HOUR DAY,

Chicago Unlon Carponters Issue on Ads
dreas 1o Their Brethren,

CHICAGO, March 15—The union carpenters
of this city to-day fssued a ecircular, copies of
which will be sent to earpenters' unions all
over the country. It notifles tie gulld that
they propose to demand eight hours work per
day at 40 centsper hour on April 7 next. and
that they expect to be compelled to strike to
pttlloi; demands,

They ask the trade to prevent union ear-
penters, and, s far as ble, non-union car-
penters from

coming here to take their places.

Tt T.ooks ¥Very Moch Like Revision.
From the Baltimore American. )

There are 211 Presbyteries in this eountry.
Of these, 60 have voted on the question of re-
vision—38 favorably and 18 in opposition to any
change. The same proportion, if carried
through the entire Presbyterian membership,
will make thomembers 2 to 1 for revision.
Perhaps, it would be safe to say from the facts
at band that such is about the case.

The Clover Club Banguer.

On Thursday evening next the famous
“Clover (Club,” of Philadelphia, wall tendera
farswell banguet to Hon. Charles Ewory Smith,
United Btates Minister to Hussia, 3 member
of the club, at the Hotel Bellevue. There
will be a feast of reason and a tiow of soul, Mr.
Leonard Wales, of_thlz ﬂm‘l%l'w the

uet as the guest o 1 nare,
Pl T o i

: ‘:i

NATURE LIES TO US,

Things We Seo and Hear Not All What They
Seem—A Pons Asinorum Everywhere—
Soand but a Vibration, Color a Motlon—
A River That Ran Up.

[WRITTEN FOR THE DISPATCH. !
HovcHT will outandlanguageis the medinm
for its communication; so say grammarians,
and that is, perbaps, as good definition as can
be given, “Language is the medium for the
communication of thoughi”

In the absence of some medium, 18 occurs
between persons speaking aifferent languages,
or between civilized and uncivilized people,
much strategy and many devices have to be re-
forted to to Starta train of thought, which may
be enjoyed in common or alike profitable to
both.

The attempt of Captain John Smith, of
Colonial times, to illustrate the sular system to
the savages by of a pocket F
was not only strategic, emabling him to gsin
time, but was also a means and a pretexs to put
I motion a train of ideas [n the minds of the
crude savages in common with his own; and in
0 far as the ¥ sk shat end, it
Wiis 4 Jan guage symbol.

A Langunge of Nature.

I MAY also cite the case of the English noble-

man who registered and took bhis mealsata
hotei where the head cock was a Chinaman.
The English, as a people, are proverbially
known to be keenly sensitive in the getup of
that which i8 to constitute thelr diet This
nobleman had just learned enough of Chinese
catsine to be somewhat suspiclious, and sach
state of mmd was a iaithful talisman to save
his gastronomy, on more than one vccasion,
from the wide range which Chinese covkery
foinetimes takes,

On one occasion the cook brought inalarge
fuming dish, which appeared, ns far at least as
homwan judgment and foresight could detarm-
e, to be a roast ducls umnunglr garnished
with all the savory vegetables of the garden
and placed it upon the table, easily accessible
to all the gnests, Our nobleman eyed the dish
with an cagerness which indicated a heaithy
state of digestion, but as the identity of the
dish had not yet been estublished beyond a
reasonable doubt, he sald to the cook, tnterrog-
atively, while pointing at the dish:

“Quack?” *Quack?”

He was agreeably surprised at the response,
Now, Dy the definition Iaid & by

ow, by the nition lai own
marians for our guide. “Quack, qm
“bow-wow," as far as it goes, is language, since
it enabled these two parties, baving scarcely
anything else in common, to hold familiar con-
verse,

A River Running Up.

Amua with the linguistic eonventionalities,

which stern necessity invents to bridge
over spme chasmn met with, in our peregrina-
tions through life, I may mention that known
as the side-splitting “bull;" and as a fair sam-
PI. of geographical obfuscation, willrelate the

ollowing taken from our country's history:

Before the settiement of Alabama, and while
tho Btate was yet in a Territorial condition, an
e n was fitted out to make hydrograph-
ic surveys and other explorations of interest to
the National Government. The Commission
was not to break the seal of their insiructions
until they bad entered Mobile Bay. When at
length their destination was reached and the

broken, 1t was found that the chief object
of the expedition was to locate Mobile Hay,
Mobile river and Its tributaries, and, particu-
larly, to ascertain how far up the atlm:lpnl
tributary, the Tombigbee, ran. This was all
plain and intelligible, except that which related
to the Tombigbee. Thev had, they thought, al.
ready learned enough of the geueral trend of
the rivars to know that the latter part of these
instructions, at least, contained a geographical
error, The business of the expedition was,
therefore, suspended antil the head of dvpart-
ment at Washington, from whom the instrue-
tions emanated, conld be eonferred with,

A mounted courier was disparched across the

continent 2000 miles to bear the important in-
telligence to Waahlng;:n that the Tombigbes
did not run up at all, but on the contrary ran
down, and that the expedition awaited further
instructions,
.~ 'That was too much for official dignity. The
further instructions came, but nu:{ weore that
the “chief of the expedition should report im-
medintely at Washington.”

_—— —

College Boys' Jokes.

Nun!.‘rnmed to the “bull" is the term known

among students in oollege, pons asiporum.
The seniors, when in a frame of mind to enjoy
o little joke, at the expense of the freshmen or
sophomores, will introduce some fact or sub-
ject for discussion or friendly interchange of
opinion, the truth of which is the opposite of
what appears. The latter, being ative

| chiels of the smaller tribe.

ONE OF FATURE'S CURIOSITIES,

A Mysterions, Bottomless Lake In Which No
Living Thing Can Survive,
MFPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATOR.Y

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., March 15—“pevil's
Lake,” in Calhoun county, Ala., 70 miles east
of this city, Is one of the most remarkable
patural cariosities to be found in America.
The lake 15 oval in shape and covers about four
neres of ground. No vegetation of any kind
grows on its banks and nothing lives Inits
waters, Even snakesand terrapins shun the
waters of Devil's lake, and fish placed in it dis
In a few hours. The water is clear limestone,
with a peculiar taste, which makes it unpaiata-
ble to man or beass. Horses and cows will not
drink it, no master how thirsty they may be,

down below the ee of the lake
may be seen what appears to be the charred
and blackened trunks of large trees, They
stand upright in the water, but have naither
root nor branch and mnever rise to the surface
or sink to the bottom, The lake bas no outlet,
and the volume of water in it is the same all
the time.

A riranga fatality attaches to this Iake.
Once 1t was the [avorite resort of the boys
of the neighborbhood for bathing and
swimming, but mnow they mnever go near
it. Fiftean boys bave Deen Jdrowned In
it waters in twice as many Yyears
few of the bodies were recovered, but those
who were drowned any distance from the banks
sank to the bottom and were never brought to
the surface.

The depth of the lake hasnever been ascer-
tained. Soundings to a depth of 700 feet found
no bottom, and the people In the vicinity say
the Inke has none, The Indlan legend of the
origin ot the lake is that befora the white
mwan came to this country two tribes became
involved in a war, and after a number of
bloody battles the smaller tribe was aimost ex-
terminated. Then the old men and chiefs of
the weak tribe sued for peace and arranged for
acouncil. While the pipe was beling
around a signal was given and the chiefs of
the strong tribe suddenly sprang up withdrawn
tomaliawks and murdered every one of the

hen the war was renewed and earriad on
until the weak tribe was exterminated. A fow
moons after the massacre of the chiefs a fire
broke out in the pine forest where the To
occurrod.

CURIOUS CONDENSATIONS

—An Alicona horse received two 1,200-
volt shocks from a broken wirs and was un.
burt

—At Cherokes, Ga., 8 "Squire united 5
very young counle. The groom was 18 and 1hs
bride 12 yeurs of age.

—The hundred and twenty-fifih houss
kesaper of an old widower of Pleasantville, Fa,
gave him a thrashing the other day.

D‘——Miio Cooper, a former slave of Jefferson

vis, now living at Orlando, Fia, has senta
lotof fine pum‘u-m to Mra Jefferson Davis.
: —TIwo weeks agn Hollis Mosher, of Rock-
ord, drew a b of #l19. Las=s
mhwmmarﬁ‘ilgmudm $066 L.

—The young women of the Detroit, Mich.,
School of Arthave revolted because the con-
ductor of that institution decreed that no pupll
thall be allowed 1o chew gum.

—A young couple in Sampson county,
N. C. wers wammed on Tuesday. The lady
name was Mive Jamies Henry and that of
eroom was Mr. Henry James,

—Mr. Ward Parsonn, of Parsons, offers to
Id:uale!ﬂ;a sores Rr :el!.ltmuorl iand noar the

wn of Parsons, W, Va,, toanve thas
will give steady employment to 50 ;"Ja;""

—Ex-Seuator William Mahone, of Vir-
ginia, will deliver an addre
m;:'g:u at the Ma:?nhctt:::r;'ncg;;??:;.#:l:
nut street, on “The Black Man in the South.™

—Christopher Schwarlz, 8 prominent
baker of Allentown, bas brousht suit for §00

damages against Elwer Bernliara, who is ale
add-w bave said that Schwariz sold stale

lem
brea

—Some idea of the amount of plates kepk
by the Methodist Book Concern In New York
may be formed from the fact that the acents
have jnst sold for old metal over 8 tons of oid
plates and type.

—It is stated that the Russinn Govern-
mont will attempt in April to lift two English

steamers, which were sunk off Balaklava durin
Ege Crimean War, It is believed that one o
o

The fire burped in this spot for
eizht moons and the ground sank down ont of
Eight; the fire disappea and in its stead ap-
peared the lJake. The Indians gave the lake a
pame which means “lake of death.”

Bhipping Iron to Pittsburg.
From the Cincinnatl Times-Star.]
Alabama has been ship ping iron to Pittaburg,
and Boston florists always send & few carioads
of exotios to New Orleans for the Mardi Gras,
We shall only reach the climax of ingongruities
when Pennsylvama competes with Mississippl
as & cotton-growing State, whan Florida mo-
nopolizes the ice export business and Alaska
raises all the world’s oranges,

FRESH LENTEN LOGIC,

ENAP SHOTS FIRED AT POPULAR TARGETS
BY THE DISPATCH PHILOSOPHER.
To be Retnraed.
I asked her if she loved me—
Bhe gaid, “Yes"
Baid I, “Then you will give me
Just one kiss,”
She said, her loving glances
On me bent,
*I will, but "tis not given,
Only lent.”
And as I pressed the darling to my breast
Said I, “'"Twill be repaid with interest!”
An Econemical Girl.

Jennie—George, I think you will bavato turn
that gas down n little lower,

George—Certainly, darling. The request is
an evidence of your affection for your father.
You do not wish his gas bill to be large.

Jennie—Exactly so.

Father (who has overheard the foregoing con-
versation)—Never mind, George; burn her high
or burn her low. tho meter works all the same.

Jennle—That's 80, papa, and the best thing
you can do is to turn it off altogether.

Georgp—Amen!

Father—Yes So I had the electrio light
company place one of their lights in fromt of
this parlor, and they are abour to urn  on—ha!
see, there itis! Floods with light this apart-
ment! ’

Jennie—George, lot us go into the kitchan,

Poor Prospect,
First Poet—Have you done well this winter?

unsophisticated and vold of suspicion, will, in
all probability, answer according to appear-
ances and aga the truth. Their position is
then disclosed to them, amid shouts of derision
from tho seniors. In this case the truth is sald
to be a pons asinorum, or ass’'s bridge, and
thers is implied 1o the use of the term the hiot
that in ma lni,our debut into life it may possi-
nl!_ have been “J the “ass's bridge.”
be rising setting of the sun is & pons
asinorum to everyone who does not under-
#stand the solar system and who, following na-
ture’s mﬂmm. believes that the sun does
really and set. They become accustomed
to nature’s assertions and her ap| cus are
one and the same thing; and when she says
there is a horse, a tree or mountain, we tind ic
to be gen y about 08 nature says, And
when she says that the sun rises, moves and
sets she dees so with the same unghuiq. the
fame & ent sincerity a8 when she tells us
thera {8 a mountain, ain, when it thunders
nature tells us thera (8 great commotion and
noise in the upper sky, and tells it with even
more sincerity than usual; and but few people
to this day doubt her utterances in this state-
ment, when, in reality, it is only another pons
asiporum, There is no noise or commotion in
the outside world. The noise is in our cars
Bomething is going on In nature which starts
the drums of the ear to beat the “reveille,”
and that isall the sound thereis. Whatitis
that is taking pince in nature, or how she af-
focts us to produes that impression, we do not
know. But we do know that if thers were no
ears there would be no sounds, Sound, belng
purely subjective, balongs only to the body.
Other Little Deceptions.

N many other ways nature deceives ns; and

only by observation and experiment are we
enabled to entrap her lo her lies. When look-
ing in a mirror or body of clear water she tells
us there i3 o man on the other side; she tempts
us to walk npon the beautiful snow, but says
nothing of the treacherous ieo she bas care-
fully concealed beneath. And we would never
bo any wiser were it not that in the sequel we
fina onr heels whers our head ought to be and
vice versa. She liesto ns, when if we look ina
enavex mirror, she tells us that we are as fat as
“Falstafl™ and in o conecave, that we are as
Tenn as “Cassius.” She lies to us when she says
apoul of waterls ouly two feet deep when in
reality it is six; that a stick standing in water
is bent when we know it to be straight; thata
mountain !.Mml{ n mile or g0 away when it Is
ten; that a speck of dirt on our eyelush is a
coon on a distant tree; that the grags is green
when we know that no colors exist jo nature,

Thus, when we loock at & table ‘Ealuwcl red,
pature tells us itis red and all the world be-
Heves nature in this statement. She tells ps it
i r:lal.lly I‘:Ii and not thatthe color hla mgn

uality which our eyes pamt u t. She
?elln us also that the color is an n’t::!ll verity,
;:ifﬁguld be so if there were no eyes to be-

Color 0;:: ‘;hntll-.

N.umtnnhnﬂ. gives an external verity

toall the deliverances of the senses; that
the things seen are red, white, sound, smooth,
hard, soft, sour, sweet just asthey impress us,
In all these nature Hes, and the truth here, as
before, is simply a pons asinorom. The red
golor of the table is only vibration of a eartain
Jength and rapidity, as believed by all selen-
tists, which produces npon the mind tbe im-
pression of red. If the vibrations were a little
slower or faster, a8 we #oo in the change,
which colora undergo during the of
the day, the color would be hlaci or white,
Different kinds of paint uee vibrations of
different length and swi and that gives
all the variety of colors seen in nature.

In fine, the farther this subject is pursned
and the deeper nature is probed, the more de-
ceitful and void of probity she becomes. She
is man's buffovn and man is ber jest, and sbe
gocms never to tire of the comie burlesque,

Prov¥. JAMES M. PRYOR.

THE OLD SABBATIL

Hweet Sabbnth of the human soul,
We long and walt for thee;

Thy perfect peace, thy pure coutrol,
O'er every land and ses,

Thou know'st no day, the years were young
When yet thy perfect law

Of liberty and love first spruag
From God without a tlaw.

Thou know'st no cresd WOT TACS BOT time,
But over every hour

Of consecrated life divine
Flows thy Jmmortal power,

As after every labor, kind
Natore brings her rest

To weary hiands and hearts, so bind
Thy peace across our breast.

0, holy Sabbath, born of love
Before the morning stars
Sang lo the heav nly cholrs ahove,
Come, heal the natlon's scars.
—W. &, Thorna.

B d Poet—Very well.

F. P.—8o have 1; but I'm afraid—

B. P,—Afraid of what?

F. P.—That the winter's work will be followed
by a spring idylL

Touched Her on the Right Spet.

Recently bereaved widow—(to ealler)—Iam
afrald I will be poor company to-day for you.

Friend—Why mope? Come out and takea
walk throngh the streots. It will do you good.

R. B, W.—0h! Icould not think of it

F.—1 saw some lovely mourning stylesas I
camo along.

K. B. W.—(with interest)—Indeed! Waell,
perhaps a walk through the streets would do
ma some good.

They Are All Sensible to Fiattery.

Tramp (to servant girl who answars his ring
at tho bell)—Madam, pardon me. Iam sorry
to take you away {f even for a moment {rom
the supervision of the domestie daties of your
housebold and the direetion of your servants,
but I am really in need and if—

Servant girl—{with a gratified smile stealing
over hor countenance)—Wait a woment, my
PoOT man.

She disappears and speedily rea ppears with a
generous supply of foud and pressing a quarter
into bis hands, says: “Call again when you are
this way,”

And as the tramp goes down the road he
chuckles and murmurs to himself: *“That's the
best racket yet, To mistake the lady for her
daughter is a played cut game, but to mistake
the gervant for the missus! Al! That's what
fetches the vittles!™

Lovely Womnn.
Oh woman ! in our hours of ease
Uneertain, coy and hard to please
And variable as the shade
By the light quivering aspen maae;
‘When pain and anguish wring the brow,
A ministering angel thou !
But when you at the play do wear
A seven-storicd hat, I swear
(And so I'm sure will other men)
You are not deemed an angel then,
Not much, You putme in a rage;
1 see your hat, bat not the stage,
And pain and anguish wring my brow
For quite a nuisance then art thoa !

The Original.
‘When Jonah was cast overboard
The anflors langhed in glea,
And eried: “Down goes MeGinty
To the bottom of the sea !"

The Fleor Wailker's Plaint.
“Ha! Jack, you'ro marrisd now, I hear;
I wish you every joy."
“Thaoks, I've been married for & year
And bave a little boy."

“Wherasre yonnow? Btillat thestora?"
“T am; and sad's my plight!

For I not only walk the floor
By day, but every nighel”

Hal Hal
Ha! ha! azain the siies ars clear,
La grippe It# work has done;
There's cold still in the atmosphers,
But in the head there's none.

The Father-ln-Loaw.

Beene: Boston Woman's Club. Time, 1000,

Mrs. 5.—Have anvther cup of tea, dear?

Mra. H—Thank you, dear; but I must got
home.

Mrs. 8. —~Why should you hurry? Your hns-
band will not chide you if you are a little Inte.

Mrs. H.—It is not my husband, butmy father-
in-law shat I fear; he is staying with us ac
present!

settled.
"“Where sbhall bs held the great World's Fair®'
O'er this no more men make the jaw go.
Aud though Now York may rant and swear
The fair's to be held in Chicago,

Shorrt nnd Sweer,

THE man who has to mind his wifs is often
found minding the baby, too,

Tse woman who hasn't & real sealskin will
soon be as happy as she who has,
GERALDINE asks; “If marriages are made in
heaven, whers are the divorees made?' In
Chicago, dear,

JoxES about the pealskin jacket are far.
fetched, and the humorist who makes them is
in danger of getting the sack.

GEoRGE RUSSELL JAGESON. |

contains £40,000,

—George LaBarge, of Ada, felled a trea
recently and found a steel trap grown fast be-
tween two limbs in the top, and an owl's feathe -
inthe trap, There was an owl in the neighlor-
m Somae years ago with a trap fast omjl:s

~The results of recent experiments in tha
Mediterranean showing how far daylight will
Rznel:ﬂ\tg the water wers found with gelatine

romide plates. The greatest depth was Lils
feet or 327 feet short of the limit assigned some
years ago.

—In Chester, Pa., the colored people have
come to the conclusion, after a rtrial of o
vears, that the education of white and hi
children together dees not work satisfacto By,

and bave asked for separate schools to
tablished.

—There is & negro man in Hick
Mountain, N. O, who i< the champion
the State, He I8 a great rabhit hunter at
hunts withoopt dog or gun, and ean eatch m
rabbits by autruaning them than anybody eljp
can with doga,

—The great body of the Eskimos of the
Arctie region, the Tinnehs of the Upper Yukor
and the Eskimosof tho coast of Behring S
live in log hurs partially underground. Ther
have made less advancement io eivilization
than the lower coass tribes,

—The eulichon, or candle fish, which aru
foumd near the glaclal streams, in the Aretl
recion, are dried by the natives and used fer
Lights during their jong winter evenings. Thiy
are also salied and smoked, put up like berring
and exported to a limited extent.

—An Adelaide, Australia, daily paresr
has In its employ three men namad Day. One
of them is called Sun Day, becanse be s a eler-

yman: another being the cashier, is called Pur

ay, while the third, beine a law reporter, goes
by the name of Judgment Day.
“ —There isa perch fish in a well at Mr.
William Ayeras near Nashville, Ga., known to
be 35 years old. When the well is being cleaned
“perche” is taken ont, placed in a bucke: of
fresh water, and kept until the work is eom-
pieted. The fish keeps the well clear of all in-
secls.

—Harriman, the pedestrian, retarped
Wednesday to Wabash from Uhicago, whera ho
has complotad arrsngements for his great wallk
of 3,000 miles to the Pacific coast on a wager of

$1000. The final deposic of S0 was made
g:t::d:: night in New York by Harrimun's
a

—1It seems that the African elephant is in
danger of being as thoroughly exterminated as
has been the American bisom, The demand
for ivory lias causml thom to be retentlessly
bunted and they bave become mo searce thas
tho supply of ivory has greatly decreased and
its price has advanced in proportion,

—An Alabama nesro recently brougnt to
Birmingham some ohips "ent from o cork tree
growing in his neighborhnod. He says the trea
was imported from the old country u’:: planted
many years ago, when a mere twig. [t has
grown to be several feet in circnmference, and
the chips show it to bea genuine cork tree.

—State Frod Commissioner Derthick has
been examining the extra pure Vermont maple
znw sent into Ohio by a Detroit Srm and he

ds it compounied of obne part of sugar to
two parts glucose. Is this due to the sugar
tariff, or to an awnkening Detrolt consclence?
A few yearaago the formuln was one barrel of
sugar to five of glucose,

—In s suburban cemetery near Detroit
are thres graves of husbands of the same
woman, all in & row, and & most remakable and
suggeative of the place Is the thres henag-
stones. The firss toJbe buried received a very
Bibita s cemsiderable reduction, and the tird ts

3 arable reduo an
a very cheap affair indeed,

—William Martio, a pattern waker for
the Tennessee Coal, Iron and Railroad Com-
y. met s singular death at South Pittaburg,
enn. He was in an Intoxieated condition,
and while eating breakfast undertook to swal.
low a plece of steak two inches wids and six
inches long. It stuck in his throat and wonld
neither go down nor up, and befors medical aid
could be summoned Martin cholced to death,

—While a boy was cutting bananas from
a bunch banging in front of & Buarlington, Vi,
grocery store, o Jarge tarantula spr at_him,
striking him on th.;g side of mapnm From
the boy's meck the insect leaped into a barrel
hailf full of crackers. No ane caring o maed-
dle with sach an ugly customor, 2t the sugges-
tion of & policeman the barrel »as dosed with
kerosene, and then carricd into the street and
set on fire.

—W. D. Danzler, an old eolored man whoe
lives in Orangeburg county, 8. C,, goes every
yaur to the graveyard wherehis former master
and misiress lie buried and cleans off their
graves. Inspeaking of the matter, he sald: “T
care for those who onos cared for me. Thess
white folks [ belonged to before God broke The
m'"ﬁ of sl::lnir{.‘ and, b:i;.le:d.ulﬂ hns taken
them first and lell me every year
and clean off their graves,” o

~The story comes from Augnsia Ga.,
that r Iy a ben hatched out a lot of
chickens, but to one of them, for some unace
countacle reason, showed m varsion
finally driving the little chick tu!?u :nlont.
But the chic! hg:lnk!y found a 3 thetic
partner ina w PuDpy that naflr:dnu
to the same household. They eat and piay to-
on

,“n.“‘“:mff":.'.'.“':u“m Gases Tyay
al:.;“mmﬂlmm ce'u if under the
CURRENT TIMELY TOPICS,
OTR
= .:l.lﬂ boy wants to know what makes s

ErLxrRANT Tippecanoce's heart was too largs
for him to earry and last week he keeled over and
died. It is sald of **Tip* that he was the first
elephant to dia woddenly, but the people who
have dind suddenly from the lovable dispositions
of elephants s past counting,

I 13 said that a little over 7,000 divorces were
granied in Ksusag the past 20 yesrs. The record
Isa good oue, comsidering the number of drug
stores that dispense poor whisky,

A MAN has been fined §10 for snoringina
New York ehurch. Considering the fuet that
there are no flies in the winter time to keep & man
awnke In church, the flue wasan outrage aad
shionld be remittod,

Tax Wheeling Register has donned & new
spring sult. It now looks as lovaly and sings ae
brightly as the robin in the parks yesierday,

AUST MATILDA RUBY has just died in Ken-
tucky ot the advanced age of 136 vears. She has
beon an inveterate tobaceo fend for many years,
and but for the use of Weobnoxivas stull, might
have Ured on forever.

Thursday s Hungarian of Milnesville,
Pu, put up his wife, furniture sad o erow

B
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