*THE OLD TESTAMENT.

8t, Paul's Comprebensive Definition
of Its Purpose and Lesson.

ROT A BCIENTIFIC TEXT BOOK.

Given asa Teacher of Eeligious Learaing,
Kothing More,

ITS DARK PICTURES INSPIRE HOPE

IWRITTEN FOR THE DISPATOM. !

“Whatscever things were written afore-
time were written for our learning, that we
throurh patience and comfort of the Serip-
tures might have hope.”

There are set down in this sentence two
fauts sbo#t the Bible: Firss, that the Bible
was written for our learning; and, second,
that the resnlt of g diligent learning of the
Bible will be hope. Here, then, is defined
the purpose and the lesson of the Word of
God.

The sestence was written only as & paren-
thesis in an argument. Bt Paul had quoted
somrthing from the Bibie, and in that com-
pection be stops by the way to give n reason
for making such o guotation. But the rea-
son is this comprenenmve definition of the
purpose and the lesson of the Bible. I ean-
not think of any phrase which beter
sots forth the reason why the Bible was
writien, than that it “‘was written for our
learning;” mor ean I bring to mind any
single word which more sdequately sums
up the best of all that the devoutes: students
nrbt shle to find in the Bible than the word
LTS o L 1]

It is well, in these days, to emphasize the
fnct which Bt Puul states bere that the
Bible was written for our learminz. Itis
pluin that the learning which he means is
simply and solely thet which is related to
religions hope, the Bible was written, St
Paul says, to teach us religion, to instruot
us in faith snd duty. That proposition
would seem evident enough, and would
need no emphasis.at all, were it not that
seme people appenr to be of the opinion that
the Bible, in addition to tweachiog us re-
ligion, i intended to teach ns geology,
estronomy and chronology. The people who
hold this view go oo to affirm that the Bible
teaches & very defective geology, astronomy,
und chronology, And the inference from
that premise is that the Bible is not such =
valuable book as most Christinns think it
i=. The schoolmen had aconvenient phrase
by which to label that sort of ressoming,
Jalsus in une, falsus in mmbw—-—ui.lukan
1 one thing, mlmkeu in everytuing., The
foolishoess of such an argument may ap-
pear more plainly from an illosteation.
Suppose you have been reading that singu-
lar nutob:c-mph_w “The Journal of Marie
Bashkirtseff,” and afterward in telling
somebody nbout it, you happen to make a
mis-statement about the price of the book.
In comes this srgument, snd sffirms that
your deseription from begioning to end is
equally misisken. You have never 1ead
the book, in the first place, or, granting
that you may have glapeed between its
covers, the idea which vou would give ns of
that remarkavle record of wanity and iotro-
spection is wholly beside the point. We
will rule your evidence out—because vou
sy that a pencil mark in s corner said §1 50
instead ot £2.

ARGUMENTS OF A DECLATMER.

I read in the North American Review that
awell-Enown declaimer against the Christian
religion is “convineed thut Humboldt knew
more of geology than the suthor of Genenis;
that Darwin wasa ter naturalist than
ke who told the story of the flood; that
Laplace was betier soquainted with the hab-
itz of the sun and moon than Joshus conla
bhav» been. Asa result of this convietion
the declaimer has but a wnall opinioo of the
Bible. The argument is that the Bible was
intended to teach men geology, natural his-
ln-n and the hw:u of the sun and moon;

and thei, proying to be a good desl behind
these scientific tiwes in recard to these mat-
ters, it is therefors discredited from Genesis
to Revelation.

It wonid, indeed, bave besn remarkable
il & trained scientific specialist like Laplace
had not knowa a thousand times more about
the habits of the sun and moon than a
sturdy soldier like Joshuoa. It wonld bave
been discouraging, indeed, if in the Eg-
gisnd of the nineteeuth century after Clirist
men had kpown no more about the world
we live in than was koown in Syria io the
filteenth century beiore Christ If there
are really any edncated Christisns to-day
who would think ot disputing these asser-
tions, then there is some reason for making
them. But they are periectly sell-evident—
there is no meed of gettine excited about
them, This is what we all believe. In-
deed, I would go farther and affirm that
Fredsrick Bobertson kpew mors sbout
religions truth thas David or Isaiah. OF
course he did, beosuse he lived
in these days when we bhave the
word of Christ Himself to teach us
abont God. But all this hax really no
more ecoonection with the valne or nmhnril!r
of the Hebrew or the Christian scriptores
than the fact that Prol. Brashear knows
more abont telescopic lenses than Phillips
Brooks does, has to do with the congrega-
tion of Trinity Church, Boston.

WHAT MIGHT HAVE REEXN,

Whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning—tor our learn-
ing in religicus fuith and duty. The Bibl
a8 some old divine said, was writien to seﬁ
us not how the heavens go, but how to go to
heaven. There is no word anvwhere in
Holy Seripture where the smallest claim of
iufallibility is made for its writers io any
other matter thau their deliverances of the
revelation of God and their declarations of
His will. Itmight have pleased God 1o have
made them the messengers of all imagioable
truth. The Bible, like the sacred books of

_Egypt, might have comprised an inspired
arithmetic and =n inspired grammar

snd an inspired geography, and =0
on through the list of all peossible
text books, It might have pleased God so to

have ipstructed the mmee that sll the latest
improvements aud conveniences should have
adorned the life of Adam snd Eve in Eden.
The scientific revelation might have been giv-
en themonee jorall. Therewizght have been
o mailroad station st Ur of the Chaldees, and
couversation by telephone between Duan and
Beersbeba, That it did not please God =0 to
do it one o! the things we have 1o be thank-
ful tor. The word “dissovery,” the word
“investication.”” the word “gndm would
have po place in our dictionuries. Half of
the pleasure of living would have departed
out of buman lite. There woula bave been
no sdvanee, no growth in the world, nothin.

to wonder at, tofind out, to work for, to leog

0.
As s matter of fact, God left the messen-
to whom He gave the revelstions of
will jost the the same wort of men, so ar @
ordinary koowledge was eonoemed, ﬁm.
they were before. He did not remove
one of fthem .out of the surronnd-
ings, the Jimitations, the delective ideas,
the igoorsuces of hi= age. He no more
tanghs thew' to think or speak in the lan-
gunge of exool sclenee, aswe koow it to-day,
than He tasucht them to speak English,
They wonld have been pearly as unintelligi-
ble ic ope easensin the other, Thereis every
reason in the world to expect that ns com- |
pared with the kuowledge of this day, the
knowledge of Mosss will be found deficient.
Moses was not a professor in n institute of
technology. The truth with whichk Mones
was interested was religious truth.
THEY WERE LEARNED IN RELIGION.
W hatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our lesraing is religion. It
matters not st all vo us thouch misthkes be
found %o the oumber of 20,000 in thescience,
in the geography, In the history of the
writers of the Bible, 'nn- things sre quite
beside the point. They do not concern us.
They only show what we koow already.
i T
r t m
tations of E them.

-

any
more sbout than King Sennacberib,
but in the » learning of the two—
what & si mm
The ri ucfﬁomummgotnnfu
example, tor instruction in right
living. I to

of the Bible, the
partof the Bible which he bas alwaysin
mind is the Old Testament. For that, of

Paci’s day. These books of the Old Testa-
ment, vlﬂ{tbdrnnuﬂuf religicus am:l.it.r.

their upon
vises all Christians to read the Old Testa-
ment res, and declares that to all
diligent readers they will be “profitable for
sulvation.”” Even our Lord Himeelf had
suid that the Old Testnment Striptures were
u:&c: as men lwlech:dhe "hfl:ev hln'.;llmu
an prophe et them r them,

It is the fn!::::: among sowe in thesedays
to deny the Old Testament. Bometimes it
seems as if there were reason for such dis-
parngement. Evidently the New, in this

is better than the Old. It is hardly
likely, however, thst any of usare more
enlightened or more Joyal Christinns than
St. Panl It is & good plan inthis matter to
take St. Paul's advice.  The Old Testament
was yritten for our learning.

A MIBRROR OF HUMAN EXPERIENCE.

There ‘was shortcoming then and sin as
there is now, and there were brave and earn-
est men who denounced Iniguity, and there
were penalties which followed in the sieps
of transgression. There were men who
fell. There were instances of those who had
all that the earth can farnish, and yet were
neither good nor happy. There were
persecuted saints who in their poverty
were richer than gll the Kings.
There were obscore and humble people
who were of more account in the sight of
God than all the Nimrods and Pharoahs of
their day. There is no phase of buman ex-
perience but has its counterpart somewhera
in the Old Testament. Nor is there any

ible tamptation but we may ge: arms to

i against it out of that ancient armory.
“All Seriptare,” even the Old Testament,
“given by inspiration of God is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for eonviction, for
instruction in righteousness, that the msn
of God mav be perfect, thorvughly farnished
with all good worke™ *“Whatsoever things
were rnmn aforetime were written for our

learning.

Iudeod, these in the Old Testament
which are marred by mistakes or stained by
erime, and which make us wonder a good
deal where we can find any "Jearning” in
them, are the very which tesch most
mphlucﬂlr thut lesson of the Bible which
is the =seond statement of the text. Here,
above all other places, we learn the lesson of

hope.
The truth whith is written on the blank

pages is that God works gradually. That
is the most bopeful truth in the world, It
means that in the hour when everything
seems worst, when the good are down and
the bad sit on all the thrones—it means that
even then God has by no means forsaken the
race. We look back over these old records
covering the space of centuries,and we learn
the lesson of hope,

Step by step, through more milleninms
than we can number, God brought the world
toward physical conplmou. Once there
was nothing visible save the darkness which
lay upon the “‘tace of the deep.” But there
was hope, there was something better abead;
for God was workicg. By and by there was
a world without a man upon it. All its
beauty, all its wonder was displayed before
the nnappreciative eyes of animals. It was
a world with a great defect 1o it. Still,
there was b for God was still working in
the world. ntly eame man.
GRADUAL APPROACH TO COMPLETENESS.

Step by step, throngh more thousands of
vears than anybody knows, God bas been
bringing man wward physical, moral, men-
1zl auvd spiritual completeness. It has been
a gradual process. At every of it
there bave been defests of lll sorta t is
what the Old Testament tells us. We read
in the oldest and longest and truest of all
the records of the race bow mnan has grown.
Gradually be grows in koowledge of the
world about him. Gradually he grows in
koowledge and love of above him.
There is delest all along. We look back
and there is no lack of material for eriti-
cism, There is cruelty, idolatry, sensuality,
mistaken ideas of duty between man an
man, mistaken beliefs about God. Butall
slong there is growth. Iu che darkest days
there is still a shining of hope in the pages
of the uu:? becsuse God is at work among
men. All through the most of it God was
still patient, still caring, still loving, He
was making ready the best way to bring
about the tnmph of the right. In the
days of Noah, in the days of Abrabam, in

.zhednﬂ oll[uu, t seemed as if there

were were but one mnn in the world on
God's side. Neverthelessit eame true then,
and will come true always, that one man
with God beside him is a majority.

Thiok how jong was the delsy before
Christ came. Think ol the cen upon
centuries which lay between the entering in
of sin into the world and the adveui of the
Savior. Generstion after goneration came into
being and passed away sgsin, looking for

One who, in their day, came not. But He |

did come at last.
HOPE IS THE LESEON.

Patience, the Old Testament tesches.
Hope isthe lesson of these ancient pages.
As it was theaso itis to-day Still is de-
!kﬂ'lll?lﬂ ul.* Still u: w;iu from any

ind o eteness, physi moral, men-
tal, .pmmf But behind us lie the ages of
growth, and before us lie ages ol growth also
We, too, like the people of the Old Testa-
ment, lock foran advent. We, too, pray
for the coming of & ki in whieh Christ
shall be the out o whwh all ignorance,
all injustice, iniguity, all disease sud
death, sll griel and erying shall be dune
away, BSometime it seems as il the

rc{ iz delaying His coming a long
time. BSometimes we lock about at the evil
of the worl¥, and pote the small progress
of the good aund wonder if the kingdom of
God will ever come st all. It will come
“One day is with the us & thousand
years, and & thousand years us ome day.
The Lord is not slack concerning His prom-
ive, ss some men count slackness, but is
long-suffering to us-ward, not willing that
suy shonld verllh: but that sl lhol.lid come
10 repentance. “The day of the Lord will
come.”

That word “‘come” is tke central word of
the whole Bible. "He will come™ ia the
promise of the Old Testament. “He is
come” is the affimmation of the gospels.
“He will come again™ is the promise which
is made to ns. Thut promise will come trus,
in God’'s own time, just us the first promise
did. That is whut the Bible tesches,
“Whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we
through oe and comfort of the Su'lpt.-
ures nl‘ t have hope.””

con , and Las just been sustained in the

was pro He isalso the
ati for Mrs. Kuox's busband, who con-
TasToad will, and, as guestivas of administra.
tion be Knox's sttorney, de-
sired to be free to act for him. The remgns-
oL Wab by the Orphans’ Court.

judicionsly taken, is the best remedy for the
allmul. Well, everybody

t the simon pure article—John Me-
Cm ough’s Halt Century House, foot of
I‘u&hdnsmn. Just try the Prince Regeat

THANAGING A PAPER|
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Assignee With $5,031 57.

SOME MATRIMONIAL TROUBLES,

Hattie Clark Bent to the Penltentiary for
a Bather Long Term.

A MARRIED WOMAK'S JUDGMEXT18 VOID

R. C. Duncan, EBsq., snditor to pass on
testimony snd report distribution in the
matier of the voluntary sssignmeut of M.
W. Dallss & Co., to Rev. Dr. G. H. Nesbit,
has prepared his report to Common Pleas
No. 1, and it shows, in some respeois, a
rather remarkable state of affairs surround-
ing the ronning of s religions newspaper
and the conduct o! business.

Anditor Duoean says: “It appesrs that
M. W. Dallas and J. E. Dalles, M. W.
Dallss & Oo., msde s voluntsry assign-
ment on the 13th of December, 1875,

bouk acoonnts, sabscription
the hands of Joel H. Bigham.
$5,104 67, 4000 of which was the wvaloe put
on the nb:uripﬂna list of E,000 ntll?i?(.
assignee too February
.nldm estate on July 17, 1874 He

I:mult with $6,104 67, and claimed

t for the nh-\r!pﬂnn list, which is billed

E‘n:n‘:?‘ ooiessy. sxpessen, be shoved s el

n o 8 a
mhhul:rdnalilﬂn ‘be amount yeal-
ized by the £763 35, and the sum total
realized from an estaie aporaised at $5,104 &7
was §237 22

A QUEER AGHEEMENT.

A previous auditor found in faver of the
account rendered by the sasignee showing &
balance of only §164 22 in his hands, and excep-
tions to his report were sustained by the
Uourt. Mr. Duncan, however, finds that the
aszignes entered mnto an agresment with Dal-
Ias, oneof the assignors, whereby they, Nesbit
and Dalias, were, in the worda of a witness
“to stand together without any charge or com-

u-llcn. and to ses if the pa) counld be

to pay its indebteduess: if it could do
lhn. it was to belong to,us equally.”

Under this armangement the paper wasrun by

oo for abant 18 months, duﬂng which

tima e says he lost about £5,6M), and 1ts
tion fell from famo n:u :.an’n wl;ga? tg;

roperty was sold at assignee’s sale for
Eha auditor says that during this thme the as
aoted as sbsoluts ownar, thouzh he
clalmm have some creditors of the as-
sirnors. There i no statement of the bosiness
during these 18 months. . The auditor finds
‘}m the !ﬂ‘dmn;:' ::;ti at the m:e n::le
of the Tt oe O other
parties mﬁa{ne pnnbaf:r of the assigned

inued 1o conduct the paper
himli]t l:huuncr.
MISMANAGCEMENT CHARGED.

He also says that in his opinion the delay of
the assignes in having the estate apprased.and
in promptly disposing of is, and particalarly in
entering into the above mentioned ngreement
with M. W. Dallas wns a gross mismanagement
of listrost, and such a violation of the doe-
trine which forbids a man who fillsa position of
a fiduciary charae! ;: mﬂ duﬂ:a or attempt w
derive any personal bonefit or advantage from
such ttuw{u shonld render him llable tn the
total appraised valus of the extate. The nuditor,
r.hml’on. finds that the eredit which should be
allowed the assignee in the sum of 3 for Dec-
essary exponses, and that e should be charged
with the difference between that sum and the
sppraised value of the estate, and therefore
surcharges the assignee in the sum of §5,081 67,

MATRIMONIAL TROUBLES.

dia 8 Cases and More
suaits Entered.
Melvin M. Harvey yesterday entered suit

THE WAR OVEB.

The Irjanction Agninst the Pittsburg Incline
Dinsolved.

being filed. The sgreement allows
the company to continus the work, but iz mult
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A CHAUTER was granted yestsrday for the
Linden Club of ittsburg.
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BUSINESS CHANGES.

ND’[‘ECE OF DISBOLUTION 0? PART-
be m Bagnr Hanlay nd Will-
lun P. Mars under the firm name of Hart-
ley & Marshall, been this day diuolnd'lzﬁ
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