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BUSINESS NO BETTER

According to Reports to Bradstreet’s,
But Dun & Co, Are Hopeful,

IRON PRODUCTS IN GOOD DEMAKD.

A Couple of Extensive Pailures Have a
Disturbing Effect.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE SITUATION
—;
FEPECIAL TELEGRAM TO THE DISPATCN.)

New Yonx,Auogust L—Special telegrams
to Bradstreet's do not poiut to any improve-
ment in the distribution of general mer-
chandise ns compared with the preceding
forteight. Two or three lurge failures, ap-
parently not due to comditions underlying
the state of the trade, baving brought about
o more careful serntiny of eredits and un-
usually prolonged wet wenther has retarded
busivess in Exstern sud adjoining Stutes.
Wheat and tobaceo in Kentucky have been
injured by too muck rain. In Louisiana
wet weather had rendered the wagon roads
beavy, but in Texas the crops need rain.
The onta crop of the conniry promises an ex-
traordinarily large yield.

New York merchante do not report spe-
cial activity in any line. The iron markets
are os firm as ever, and consumers are ask-
ing for early instead of delayed deliveries
on contracts. Furnace stocks are decreas-
ing. Steel is very firm, §28 being asked for
rails, with two meonths' business in the
hands of mill owners. Anthracite coal is
quiet, but an early revival of activity is
looked for,

SPECULATIVE FIELDS.

Stock speculation displays a sirong un-
dertone on the crop and traffic outlook, but
there is neither interest nor activity in the
trading. Money at New York is firmer Iin
tone. Call loaas are 441 per cent. For-
eign exchange is irregular and firmer at an
advance, due to further absorption of gold
at Puris and an advance of discount rates
in London. Demand sterling, §4 87{@
4 874, Reports of bank clearings at 37
cities for seven months of 1889 srgpegate
$31,007,923 055, wbout $1,111 476,957 more
than in o like pariod of 1888 The July,
1889, clearings amounted to $4,008,442,911 or
21 per cent more than either of the three
preceding Julys,

News from the Northwest revives faith
in a large domestic wheat crop.  'Wheat bas
peen less active, with a bearish drift, not-
withstanding stronger cables, and is off
ig(@le. New wheat at New York failsto
grade as well as had been anticipated, being
too soft. Corn has been quite active specu-
latively, but exports are slightly checked,
Free movement depressed prices some. Oats
fairly well sustsined. Graded mixed op-
tione are lower, but graded white are
bigher. Hog products are more active, with
lagd stronger and pork off a litule. Hogs
tend lower. Exports of wheat (and flour
as wheat) both cunsts, this week aggregate
1,572,397 bushels, as compared with 1,385-
3350 lnst week, und 2,252000 bushels for
the week one year ago.

A SHORT VISIBLE SUPFLY,
Reports to Bradstreet's show visible wheat
stocks east of the Rocky Mountains, United
Siates and Canada, amounting to 16,071,576

bushels, 4,312,973 bushels less than on July
1, and 13,105,351 bushels less than on Awu
usl 1, 1888, Pacific coast visible stooks
show n net gain of visible wheat during
July of 5,523,400 Lushels, so that when
stocks on both coasts are considered, the
visible bas inereased 1,000,000 bushels dur-
ing the past month. Flour stocks east of
Yocky Mountains aggregate 1,372724 bar-
rels, a decrcass of 68,843 barrels during J al
and about 276,000 barrels compared wi
Aungust 1, 1888

Holders of raw sugar have been easier
but owing to the protracted sluggishness of
the demsand for refined, refiners have not
bought freely and sales were muade e oft
on the week, Hefined has been marked
down e both at New York and San Fran-
cisco, Speculstion in Rio cofiee has not
been especially active yet prioes have ad-
vaneed about 4-8¢ per pound. The dis-
tributive movement improved.

Weather conditions at New York and
elsewhere have mot favored trade in dry
goods. Jobbers at New York and woolen
commission men ot Boston report increased
activity, chiefly in ginghams for fall wear,
wool dress goods and men's wear fabries,
The increased price of men’s wear woolens
bardly equals the higher cost of raw
material.

NOT MUCH CHAXGE.

Cotton commission men report only moder-
ate aotivity, Prices are firm and unchanged
allaround. Frintcloths stocks are smaller,
but spot quotations are unchanged. Raw
wool holders evince more readiness to sell,
but trade shows little enlargement. Prices
are not changed. Raw cotton—Spots are
quiet at unchanged prices at New York and
1-16d higher at Liverpool.

Business failures reported to Bradstroet's
number 2135 in the United States this week,
against 201 lust week und 180 this week last
year. Canada had 23 this week, against 29
lust week. The total of failures in the
United States from January 1 to date is
6,859, agninst 6,091 in 1888,

K. G. Dun & Co."s weekly review of trade
says: The country begins to feel the stimu-
lus of good crops. New spring wheat began
to arrive at Chicago on August 1, ten days
earlier than last year. The Bt. Louis corn
corner has no effect, an sbundancy is ex-
pected, and busivess in all departments ig
gaining. 5t Paul reports improvement in
trade, and Milwaukee also, in all braoches.
At Omsaba sssurance of erops above ave
mnkes business excellent. In winter wheat
regions the improvement consequent upon a
good yield has now been steady for some
weeks, though at Kansas City business is
still quiet.

THE DEMAND FOR IRON,

In she iron regions a distinet increase in
demuand is felt, and bhere orders for snother
500 new locomotives have been dur-
ing the week. The certainty of large traffic
ulso has its effect upon railrond negotistions,
which have made p toward peace,
The faet that, under such favoring circum-
stances, the stock market has eained during
the week only 40 centa on §100 om an aver-
age of prices may be attributed to monetary
usccrtainties and to the.great volume of
securities awaiting buyers.

For the 1ll sucoess of the inter-State agree-
ment and the reoent legislation in Western
States have inclined many holders to sell,
while projects for 14,000 miles of new rail-
road, und for n vast sumber of industrial
trusts, have enused an unusual body of new
stocks and bonds 1o be offered, of which but
aumall part has yet been placed. The
muuay"mlrkl:u ofl the in continue
generally well supplied. At Chicago, while
active, the mnrker is , but “.ohounn
rates varied in July from 3 to 9 and back to
2 per cont, and the movement is now nctive
at3. Treasury operations have only added
$100,000 to the eash on hand for the week.

THE VOLUME LARGER.

The volume of trade continues to excesd
lsst Em‘l at New York 12 per cent, and
outside 12 per cent, aocording to el
through bauks. Exports for July
Now York appear 1415 per cent larger
last year, with imporis 53¢ per cent larger,
but the large offering of bills against prod-
ucts to be moved hereafter prevents ap,
hension. The prospect is the better for
decline of 2% cents in wheat d
week, though corn, outs and colton
mediate delivery are fractionally

from

1
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191,000 bales. But coffee is 3] cent stronger,
with sales of 000 begs. In oil only
3,700,000 barrels have been sold, and the
price is about 1 eent lower.

The woolen industry still hesitates. If
the ew§mrku does not soon improve
a general yieldiog in wool would seem in-
evitable. On the other hand more encour-
agement is felt in the iron business, the de-
mand increasing.

STRON GER THROUGHOUT.

Bar iron is stronger, plates more sctive
at full prices, and rails strong, though a:
present without considerable sales. The
coal trade is still sluggish. Copper has not
nominally changed, and tin has weaker
abroad, selling at $19 65 here. Lead has
been active in speculation, rising to 40
cents,

In boot and shoe and leather trades the
feature is the importunate demand of buyers
for speedy deli of goods. No unsound-
ness in the trade been suspected. The
general movement of prices in July was
upward, averaging 1 per cent for the month,

The business failures number 210, as com-
pated with a tetal of 216 last week and 208
the week previous, For the corresponding
week of last year the figures were 216,

THEY SCOUT THE IDEA.

m hela Navigation Company Uomeved
7 —They Say Coko Men Could Not Dodges
Tells nas West Virginians.

The matter of the abelition of tolls in the
Monongabhels river was being discussed
vesierday in & Second avenue wareroom,
and s suggestion was made that recom-
mended itself to the anti-toll men. It is
that coke manufactarers in the Connells-
villeregion pat theirovens in order for a
rest and move to West Virginia, say to
Wheeling, for instanee, if the upper end of
the Monongaliela doesn’t suit them for a
residence. Then they could build ovens
and coke the same vein of coal in West Vir-
ginia, where the drift of the vein makes it
easy of access.

The object to be attained is that they counld
run their coke down the Monongahels in
barges of two feet draft, and that the
Monongahela Navigation Company, oper-
ating under a State charter, could not ob-
struct a national highway, as against resi-
dents of another State, unless those residents
emploved era!t that could mot be floated
except by artificial help. It is claimed that
a barge drawing two feet when loaded would
carry sufficient coke to make it profitable to
ship in this manner, and that dams would
not be necessary for such craft.

It 1s said that, years ago, some raftsmen
refused to pay toll, holding that dams were
an obsiruction rather than a help to such
craft, and that the Navigation Compuny,
rather than have the question tested, com-
prg‘miud with the ul’l}u&n.

r. , one of the com made
light of the olsim thab tolls Geula’not be
collected trom West Virginians, Hesaid
that people who used the river were not
usked where they belonged.

R. B. Carnaban, Esq., said it was all
nonsénse to suppose that West Virginians
could not be made to pav toll, though he
sppendixed the remark by a statement that
he believed there was an nct of Congress
bearing on the matter.

THE WATER PURE.
The Man Whe Drills the Wells In Allegheny
Parks Tells Why.

The statement made by a physician in last
Thursday’s DISPATOH, intimating that the
water from some of the wells in the Alle-
gheny parks came from such places as would
render it likely to be contaminated, brought
Charles Weise, the drilier of the wells, into
this office yosterday to explain bow the drill-
ing is done, aud why it Is lmmpossible for any
but pure water to come from the wells. He
said:

All the water in the wells comes directly from
the rock. We have drilled every well until we
got doep enongh to strike the rock, and in every
case we bhad to drill about 135 feet. When we
arrive at the rock we take & plece of a steel
pipe, which we call & stoel shoe, and drive it
mto the rock. his shoe is attached to a
wrought iron casing  The latter 1s led through
the gravel and soft nd fu order to proveot
;?ro water from t ground running into the

Lie same mothod is used by oll well drillers,
who, by this means, vent sal} water from
runnifig into oil wells. We have now four wells
in the ks, and one of them has a casing of 70
feet. It takes us about five days to drill a well.

BABY FARMERS WILL APPEAL,

Mra. Quilins, Whe Fainted, ond Her
Daunghrer, Fined 830 Ench. .

Alderman Porter fined the defegdants in
the baby farm case §50 ench. Mrs. Quillan,
principal defendant, was absent. She had
fainted five times at the Union depot, how-
ever, as the result of the case, was quite a
surprise to both defendants. They will ap-

to court.

Mrs. Metler, Jr., said that there was gross
misrepresentation about the way her mother
kept the baby farm. A document had been
signed by 30 respectable residents in East
tl;‘!)nnsﬁdd testifying to the decency of the

vse.

Superintendent Desn said it was strange
that they should flaunt this document alter
the case been concluded; they ought to
have brought it when the ease was progress-
ing. Howover, they will have a chance to
do 50 when the case comes before the court.

IN FAVOR OF THE FIRM.

— =
Arbitration Tried ans the Menns of Settllog a
Laber Disputd.

CricAGo, August 2.—Judge Tuley was
sppointed some time ago to arbitrate the
differences existing between the brick man-
ufucturing firm of Purington, Kimbell &
Co. and their employes, who struck over a
month ago for an eight-hour day without re-
duction of wages. The firm claimed that,
their men were bound to work under & con-
tract previously entered upon, which was to
remain in force until 1890, and which pro-
vided that should be graded accord-
nﬁ‘w the number of hours worked,
he decision of Judge Tuley in every

point was faworable to the and it is un-
derstood that the strikers in all of the Biue
Isiand and adjoining yards will resume

work to-morrow.

MORE EXCEPTIONS FILED,

The Graff, Beonott & Co. Matter to Get n
Further Alring.

The First National Bank of Pittsburg,
Allegheny Nationzl Bank and Chess, Cook
& Co., yesterday filed further exeeptions to
the report of the assignee of Graff, Bennett
& Co., ex-Judge Bailey. The same reasons,

as alresdy publisbed, are given, and fur-
sher, that the assignee used the funds of the

estate to money on the mo

mills, whm m’lﬂﬂ'ﬂlﬂl m%
the syndicate, no money being realized b
the ereditors. The amount in dispute E

a?‘;oﬁo'mmd thit the syndicate made 2300,
000 in 1be Lranssction. &

MISE TORLEY'S SUCCESSOR.

Two Candidates lor Cooking Teacher in the
Pablic Scheols.

Cooking
School. The appointment will bo made 1n
the course of two weeks,
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COPPER WILL BEKING,

And It is Said to Exist in Robinson
Township in Paying Volume.

IT I8 NOT A SILVER MINE STORY.

The Metal Assayed, and 01d Residents
Remember the Eesult.

PUTURE USE QF COPPER IMMENSE

Nature seems to have stored her yifts gen-
erously in Robinson township., There are
coal, petroleum and natural gas there, and
now they are talking about iron and eopper.
In coversation with Register Shafer it was
learned that the knowledge of the existence
of copper as nature leftit,is notexactly new,
but had excited cousiderable interest rather
more than s generation ago. Mr. Shafer re-
muarked that we were only appauml_r, at
least, beginning to find ont what is in West-
ern Penosylvania. A bundred years ago
the State in its patents reserved one-fifth of
the gold and silver, to be delivered at the
pit mouth. Apparently the geologists of
thatday did not know that these metals
were four miles under ground in this see-
tion, Had they reserved a share of the
coal, petrolenm and natural gas, our State
debt would not now exist.

OF HISTORIC IMPOETANCE.

Copper has been, as far back as history
extends, an important metal. Job speaks
of it, and it is probable that Tubal Cain
worked it, The aborigines of this counntry
worked it from time immemorial; but to-day
its use in extending at a pace that promises
to make it equal to iron in importance. The
great copper syndicate that lately sttempted
to corner the production of the world
eaught on to its importance, but began ope-
rations too soon, and, after sending the price
of Calumet end Heela stock to about 400,
the erash came and sent it down again to
about half these figures. There seems to be
no doubt now that eleoiricity will soon dis-
place steam largely as & motive power, and
copper is the handmaiden of electricity.

Mr, Shafer siated that before the late war
mining experts examined the lay of the
land in the vicinity of Gibson station, P. &
L. B. B., Robinson township, and finally
leased the farm of James McFadden and

researches for some time, but
uently got into financial straits, and
the enterprise fell through and has been al-
most lorgotien, except by & few old reai-
dents, .
HE THOUGHT IT GOLD.

"Squire Ferree states that s man named
Louis Baelz found s nugget of copper on
the farm of Adam Gibson and thought it
was gold. 1twas given to Mr. Seaion, pro-

rietor of the Seaton House, s celebrated
of the olden time in the Pittsburg
Dhmon‘g.d iKr Beaton ‘l;ldhthe nogget as-
sa t copper,
h’:dl:ed to the mg of mupm no"ff:.
son township. No one seen to kuow

exactly why the original min venture
"IIIL'J

t%.hll through, an mmz
posed to posted not oun
;::hrdty. Thoni:‘lki;“thupnnofﬂabin-

or g in all of it
rrt pears  to
and it is ;.:.bh:n:ih
0,
'iﬂn "l;rl:

traditions of

son
R
ve gone
historic times,
may be come-atable
tle exertion. There are we

be-
discovered a silver mine;
but his pretensions withered when the rays
of geol lore beamed on them. But the
theo copper may be found seems tobe
teuﬁo.

IT IS WIDELY DISTRIBUTED,
Oﬂmh found in many strata. It is
found in the crystaline schists of the exoic
age, frequently in the Ap i
On Lake Superior it is found in & series of

sandstones and conglom interstratified
with contem ed * trap,
rocks which rest on the crystaline Huronian

schists, and as these are overlaid with the
uppubnnhrha rocks of the New York
are

:lu ohheriiuud ll’ﬁ;::wdyz'ntiu are of
ut passing interest. e, not kings, are
sow interesting studies. It is also pertinent
to remark that while our astronomers skip
mu::ddtomldud address each as a
little at.::r own home,

i ., is inclined to be skep-
tical on the sul ::.lnpr‘per being found in

usantities in the but he sa
E’iﬁ& nothing of the m&l m:tn':

of tbeanh there; that is, he hasn't re-

t many days searching
pot of gold sald to be buried in the vicinity
of the mouth of Hall's run. .

AN ADVENTUROUS CORRESPONDENT,

He 1s Penetradng Into the Cold Secrets of
the Arctic Gilaclers.

OmaEA, NEB., August 2.—The Bes this
morning prints a letler from Minor W,
Bruee, its Alaska correspondent, detailing
his experience in Glacier Bay. For three
dayns be was lost on aglacier, but was finally
rescued by Indians in an exhausted con-
dition. During the time he witnessed the
wonderful mirage of “The Bilent "
which was first discoversd by Prof. Wil-
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WHY QORNERS FAIL.

An American Conanl’s Report Shows How
Russia Beveflts by Amerioan Graln
Coruers — Artificinl Prices
Menn Absolute Fallare.

WasuiNoToN, August 3,—The Btate
Department is in receipt of exhaustive re-
ports upon Russian sgriculture and cereal
trade from Charlton H. Way, United Btates
Censul General to St. Petersburg. He says
the export of cereals from Russia in the
past two years show an abumormal increase
to these causes: First, the enormous crops
gathered from the shores of the Black oSea
and ;the arable prairie; second, the depre-
cintion of the paper ruble, and, third, the
foglish practice of systems of “corners” in
the United States. .

“The arable lands of Russia in Europe,”
Mr. Way says, ‘‘excluding Poland, cover
an area of 450,000 square miles. The wheat
grower of Kansas and Dakots will see atn
glanee the area of that [fertile territo
which, with the cheap labor of Russia, wil
always prove to be a formidable rival, and
the merchants of Chieago and New York,
who imagine by cornering wheat that they
will eontrol the markets of the world, can
always take into their calculations the
product of this country as an effectual check
to thelr operations, . Every ‘corner’ e¢n-
gineered in the United States makes an op-
portunity for Russia, Not §1 is added to
the impert of wealth in America; but ex-
ports from our conatry being stopped, Rus-
sia steps ifl and gets rid of her surplus at
remunerative prices, but still far below the
prohibitive values established in Chicago
and New York.

“As long as Russian wheat cxilll.lﬂf! at-
templ to force the Western nations of En-
rope to pay artificial prices for American
grain can but result in absolpte fuilure.
Perhaps if this fact were koown corners
would become rare and infrequent.”

FOR ANUTHER ELECTRIC LINE,

A special meeting of Select Council was
called yesterday by President Ford for next
Monday afterncon to take action on Com-
mon Council bill No, 474, and such other
business as may need attention.

ordinance

Bill No. 474 is a sup tary
mdnﬂnsmuin rightsto the Pittsburg, Oak-

and HEwst Liberty Passenger Railway
Company. The Commitiee on Corporations
met yesterday afterncon, and affirmatively
recommended it to Couneile. The ordinance
ﬁl:h!u that t::l:ﬂplny m'i hv; the

tto ereet suspend wires and run
their rond with slectrieity for motive power.
The time for tth::rkﬂn of the road is
extended one year, the route is changed
from the plan marked out in the original
ordinance,

The new route provides s double track on
Atwood street, from Fifth avenue to Bates
streel. A single track will run along Bates
street to Ward street, thence to i‘ruitr
street, to Boquet and to Atwood and
Bates streets. The style and loeation of the
poles and wires will be under the supervi-
sion of Chief Bigelow,

A CLUB IN TROUBLE,

The Courts Will Have to Interfore la a Row
Between Factions.

Cu1oAGO, August 2—The Laszelle Club
is one of the leading organizations of the
kind In the eity. Many of its members are
wealthy, and there is no lack of fundste
keep it going, but its membership is divided
into two factions. The result is s recourse
to the courts for n settlement of the difficulty.
To-day William F. Monroe began a suit for
nmommnxhhc hhnng':.nd dg:
used by the el A. D, Harl wmed
$500 for musical services rendered, and the
Garden City Billiard Company sned for
$500 more.

President
the appearances of the club at once, and a

ractieal confession of judgment followed.

t was claimed that the o i
having the largest nmpo‘p:?ng h:il“

refuse to
cally determined

perm
its bills, and was practi
upon freexing it out. This legal step was
uknntu an offset to this, %o protect the
presen

A BAKD OF BURGLARS

chain. [-And Considerable Boodle Captured by the

Chicage Police After n Fight.
CHICAGO, August 2.—A deperate gang
of burgiars were captured last night.after a
hard fight. The gang is composed of John,

‘alins Slug Peyton; James Burns, slias

Skinney Ryan; Johs Reardon, alins Muchs;
John FP. Rodney, John Connelly and Jumes
Mitchell, slias Mullizgan. They all came
from St Louis and have been entering
houses on the Westside during the last six
weeks. Peyton, who is leader of the gang,
was recently released from the Joliet peni-
tentiary, where he served a term for burg-
lary. All the crooks were taken to gs
Central station and photographed this
The prison recoguised b

e ers were the dif-
ferent pdelul.ir- as desperate ei-mm
Rodney has served one term in the peniten-
tiary, and some years ago shota man in
Texas. On searching the room considerable
Jewelry was found and also some St Louis
pawn tickets,

-A PUZZLE-MAKING CORPORATION,

Men Whe Stake Money dn Something Eise
Than Plgs in Clover.

Articies for a limited partnership associa-
tion, called the Briggs Novelty Company,
were filed yesterday in the Recorder’s officg
The company is formed for" the of
::‘Jgnf-‘;;:riu “Brigga’ é!t;m Nine Puz-

* managers Brige
Chairman; W. B. Bw:iagen,mh&nm: ;.
Wilired Grue, Georce McKantssod W- 31

C » s
Hagan. The capital is $10,000.

For Stenllug Tools and Dynsamite.
Larry O'Toole gave bail for court before
Alderman Bupp, of the Eleveath ward, Al-

legheny, vesterday for the alleged theft of
tools and 20 sticks of dynamite from Con-
tractor W. E. Howler, of Woods' Run.

Thelr Augum t Pay Duy.

The employes of the *Burean of Health,
Department of Charities, wharf employes
and a few others were given their monthly
i M‘J The market people will be
er‘::-dax, remen on Monday, Bureau of

and Sewers Tuesday, police Wednes-
day, and Bureau of Water on Thursday.

For Plenic Lanches,

the demand for those delightiul Loy todie |

to the lunch
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THE CURSE £ CARNES HOLD

A TALE oF

By G. A. Henty,

Author of “Under Drake's Flag,”

r
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CHAPTER VIIL -

It was in August, 1850. Bome newly ar-
rived emigrants bud just landed from their
ship, and wers walking through the streets
of Cape Town, watching with great amuse-
ment the novel sights: the picturesque
groups of swarthy Malays in huge bechive-
shaped hats with red snd low bandanas
around thefr necks, and women in
dresses of the most gorgeous colors. Settlers
from inland farms rode at s reckless pace
through the streets, and the huge ‘wagons
drawn by eight or ten bullocks came creak-
ing along, often at a trot. Oue of the party
stopped before s placard.

“Acgtive young men wanted for the Cape
Mounted Rifles. For full particulars as to
service and pay, enquire of the Adjutant at
the Barracks of the Corps.”

“I thought they were recruited in En-
gland,” he muttered to himself. “I will go
round presently and ses about 1t, but I will
look at the papers first. If there is any
trouble on with the natives it wonld suit me
well, but I certainly will not enlist merely
to dawdle about in the towns. I would
rather carry out my idea of buying a farm
and going in for stock raising.” He went
intoa liquor shop, called for some of the
native wine, apd took up o newspaper. It
contained numerous letters from settlers on
the frontier, all saying, that the attitude of
the notives had changed greatly within the
last few weeks, and that all sorts of alarm-
ing rumors were current, and it was feared
that in spite of the solemn treaties they had
made two years before, the natives were
again going to take up arms.

““I think that’s good enough,” he said to
bhimself. *“There sre likely to be stirring
times again here. Nothing would suit my
case better than an active life, hard work,

tndH pleaty ;r _euiumni.'_' de
: Having finished wine, mnlnd
the ent

the way fo the barracks of
of the corpe stationed at Cape Town, and
being direeted to it, entered gotes. He

smiled to himself st his momentary feeling®
of surprise st the gentry on &eﬂ neglect-
il:sio salute him, and then in ng forthe
orderly room, he went across little bar-
racks yard and entered. The Adjutant
looked up from the table at which he was
writing.

“I tgi a notice that you want men, sir,"
the new comer said.

“Yes, we are raising two fresh troops. |
‘What sge are you?"’

“Twenty-eight.””

““You have served before, have you not?**
the Adjutant ssid, looking at the well-knit

re standing before him.

““Yes, I have served before.”

“Infantry or Cavalry?"* [

“The Iofantry, but I can ride.”

":gn:'a you your papers of discharge?”

- you snyone to speak to your char-
soter?” .

“No one here. Ionly landed this morn-
h;l:{uu Thalia, which came in from Ean-
gland last nigh

t
“That is awkward,” the officer said.
“You knwadl.htlu a rule reo-ly:‘nlht in
England, and only take applicants of good
character.”

“I am ;mol that, sir; but as jast at

% you are likely o want men who can
Eht. character is potof so much import-
ance.”

The Adjutant smiled and again serutin-
iged the applicant closely.

“The man has been an officer,”” he said to
himself. **Well, that is nothing to me; he
has the cut of o soldier all over,”

“Do you know the conditions of serviee?
You provide your own horse and uniform.
Government provides arms. In the event
of your not being ableto find borse

and uniform—Government will, as it is

snxious to fill up the ranks as soon as pos-
sible—provide them, and stop the money

your pay.
"{'m :Eﬁvi&e Im:l':- ."il uniform.”
“Very , then, I will take you,' *the
officer said.

“I enlist as Harry Blust. [ maysay, sir,
that I should feel very greatly obliged if, as
I know my duty, you could post me to a
troop already up the ocountry instead of to
one of those you are reising, and who will
have to learn their drill and how to mta
‘ti»ru before they caa be sentiup on mctive

‘ 'll

‘1 ean do " the officer said; "“it is

:,ldy yesterday that we called for

we have only had two or three applica-
tions at present; there is a draft ioiu on to
Port Ejizabeth next week, and if I find that
you are, as you say, up in your drill, I will
send up with them,"

“Thank you, sir, I am very much obliged

 he
Major will be here at 4 o'clock,”
the Adjutant said, “come in at that time,
and you ean be attested and sworn in."
“After all,”” Ronald Mervyn said to him-
self, as he away, “there’s nothing
like soldiering. I koow I should have
fretted for the old work if I had settled
down on & farm, or even if I had gone in, as
I half thought of doing, for lhoog for a
year or 50 before seitling down. If these
natives really mean to make trouble, we
shall have an exeiting time of it, for the
men I have talked with who fought in the
last war here say that they have any amount
of pluck, and are enemies not to be despised.
Now I will be off and look for a horse. I'd
better not order my uniform until Iam
sworn in; the Major may, perhaps, refuse
me on the ground of want of character.” He
went up to two or three yonng farmers wiip
were standing talking in the stroet. .
“l am & stranger, gentlemen, and have
just landed. I wantto buy a good horse;
hat is the best way to set
“*You will have no diffienlty about that,*
one of them replied, “for there’s been a no-
up that Government wants to buy
borses, and at 2 o’clock this aferncon,
who have animals to dispose of fit for cav-
service, are to bring them into the pa-

g
:

e ground in froot of the infantry bar-
racks. Government have only asked for 50
horses, and there will probably be two or
three times that number brought in; we
f;-'; rather Td‘ — ni::h. I;f

are
lieve the horses are for mounts for
stafl officers. more bone and
ﬁlﬂtﬂﬂllhm L]

"Iﬁ . Ronald
said oarelessiy. 1
ot i potinge T may

not : may
make a deal wi .

At the strolled

down to were B

officers and a
num' each
one ves. The
M
Ri
were

ADVENTURE.
“With Clive in India,” ete., etc

to you about, Major, the man in the tweed
suitl examining horse’s mouth."*

“Yes, I bave no doubt yon are right, Law.
son; be bas the cut of a military man all
over, and beyond sll guestion a !
Outran the counstable at home, I suppose.
Well, we will take him aoyhow for rough
work; men of that stamp make the very
best soldiers. I fancy we have more than
one in our ranks now.”

d

“He's as good o horse
Colony,” uog Dutchman said; “but
1 am not ing him at your I
ht that some young officer might b8 in-
to buy him, and [ have brought him
down to show. There is no vice about him
that I know of, but he has only been mounted
twice, nntli:lbahuumbeunﬂlbcm

bdon]ll:: s bit &dntg:
“What do you want him?"* the Major
asked, examini horse closely.

3 Damavad el Srea u:

s and twenty fiddlesticks,” the
Major said. "My mn?ﬂwu are mot ten
horses in the Colony worth £120."

“Perhaps not,” the young Dutehman sai
coolly, “bat this is one of the ten.” %

Beveral of the other o now came up
and examioed the horse, and they weie
unanimous in their approval of him.

“He wa!dbewri.gmou a huater at

" one of them remarked, “but no-

hdy’uﬁuluto give such a price as that out
here, when you oan get a decent runner for
20; but he is cerwinly the handsomest horse ¥

hﬂnh

;
i

and saddled his new purchase.
was fidgetty and nervous from its
roundings, and refused ‘or some
and

on

He

:
§
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him mount; but be patted
and thea, putting one hand
sprang into it a bound. rode st
wilk through the streets, and, when he
beyond the limits of the town, touched
bhorse with his spur. The animal
lashed out behind onee or twice, and
wentoff at & zallop. Ronald kept along
road until he was the Pubcl ol
land cultivated by the natives, hen once
in the open country be left the road and
SRE] e speet sbated, by whidh tise be s
until its y whi we be was
nearly ten miles from Cape Town; then he
turned its head, and st a quiet pace rode
back to the town.

*A month's schooling,” he said, “and it
will be an almost perfect horse; its pace is
very easy, und there’s no doubt about its
strength and wind. You are o bm?, old
boy,”" he weat on, as he patted the animal's
neck, ‘‘we shall soon be capital friends.”

The uniform was delivered punctually,
and after saying good-by to his lellow-pas-
sengers Who trhtm :il?ymgﬁ ﬁ:d u&:o botel,
Honald put on his uniform, valise
he had pthu afternoon purchased with a
use’ul kit, took out su excellent sporting
rifle that would earry Government ammuni.
tion, and & brace of revolvers, and, packing
up his other clothes “id ordering .tli{l the

to be putaway in a store until re-
::ff:i‘.‘hemu;ﬂud and rode into barracks,

“Where shall I find Sergeant Menzies 7

asked one of tha men ui the guardroom,
quarters are over there, last door
in that corner.”” y_

Ronald rode over to the door indicated,
and then dismounted. He entered the pas-
sage. The Sergeant’s name was wriften on
n picce of paper fastened on the first door.
He came out when Ronald knocked. *I
was ordered by tbe Adjutantto report myseli
to you, t," Konald said, saluting.

“He told me that s recruil was coming,
but how did you munfom ? Why,

ou only en Lo
4 *x h-{ri,ed them up & bit,"” Douald said,
““W here shall I put m{ horse?*
nto his quarters dne

The Bergeant went
came out with a lantern. He held it up

and examined the horse.

““Well, lad, you have gota bonny beast,
a downright beauty. You will have to ﬁ:
the regulation bridle, and then you will
complete. Let me look at you.” He hela
up the lantern. “You will do, lad,"” he
said, *“if vou make as good & soldier as you
look. You only want the sword and belt to
be complete, You will get them given to

ou in the morning, Now, come along and

the

5
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1 have seen since I have been in the colony,
and I have seen some good ones, too.

he left the ground, Ronald sgain walked up
to him,

beak. "

and handed to the farmer, who gave Ronald
a receipt for it.

of rongh Colonial work.

him better than either of my old huanters
and will back him, after a eouple of months

Shase

know, Blunt?**

to-morrow

4Be
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The farmer moved off with the horse. As

I like your horse,”” he safd, “and if you
will take £100 for him 1 will give it you.”
HVery well,” the Dutchman said, *'T will
take it, but I wouldn't take a penny uader,
Have yon the money here?””
“T have m[pl it in my pocket,” Ronald
“bat I have letters of eredit on the
Walk round with me there, and 1
will give you the cash.”
In ten minutes the money wus ohtained

Ronald took the halter
from the hands of the native, and at once
Jed the horse to the stable of the hotel at
which he had already Jleft his ‘““ﬁ
Then he ordered one of the cases to

o and took out’s saddle and bridle
which he had brought out with him in view

“I did met expect to be suited so soon,”
he said to himsell, “and certainly did not
to find such & mount here. I like

handling, to win any military steeple-

That's money well Iaid out; when a
man may have to ride for his life, money in
horseflesh is a good investment,”

He went down at 4 o'clock, and was at-
tu:ed and uc:ira in. o J

“I saw you down on ernd! ad,
Blunt,” the Adjutsnt said. ‘““We have
bought a score of horses for the use of re-
cruits, You can have one of them at the
Government price it you choose,”

“I am much obli to you, sir,”” Ronald
replied, ““but I picked one up myself.”

‘He will have to pass inspeotion you

“I think he's enough to pass, sir,”
Ronald said, qu ¥ “l am considered a
pretty good judge of a horse,”

- is the address of a tailor,” the
Adjutant ﬂ:&hsuda&zhii:hn card; “he
has got a supply of right clath, and
has contracted to supply uailorms at a
very reasonable price. You need not come
into barr until to-morrow, unless you

choose.

“I thank you, sir. I havea few thiogs to
get, and I would rather not report myself
until lo-morrow afternoon, if you will give

me leave.”
“Very Irell,jah then I will nfot ration yon
H urself to t
l[engiu:ny umpoll':tufny:n 9 o‘uloekswa
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T will show you the stable.” He made his
way to the stable. wheare there was a vacant
stall, and stood by while Ronald removed
the saddle and brigle and put on the head
stall. “You can take an armful of hay
from that rack yonder. 1 can't get bim a
ration of grain to-night, it's too late,"

“He's just bad a good feed,”” Ronald sid,
“and will not wantany more, but I may as
well give him the hay to amuse himsell
with. It will accustom him to his new
quarters. What shall I do with my rifle
and pistols?”

“Bring them with you, lad; but there was
no oconsion for you to have brought them,
Government find arms.”

“I happened to have them with me,”
Ronald said, “and ax the rifle carries Gov-
ernment ammunition, [ thought that they
would let me use itV

“If it’s about the right length I have no
doubt they will be glad to do so, for we have
oo very great store of arms, and we are not
quite so particular about having evervthin
exactly uniform, as they arcin a um:ﬁ
corps at home. As for the pistols, there is
no doubt about them, as being in the
holsters, they don't show. Several of the
men bave got them, and most of the officers,
Now, I will take iou up to your gquarters.”
The room to which he had led Ronald con-
tained about s dozen men. Some had
already gone to bed, others were rubbing
up bits agd sccoutrements, one or two were
reading. “‘Here's a new comrade, luds,'*
the Sergeant said; “Blunt's his name. lic
is a new arrival from home, and you won't
find him a greeahorn, for he has served
already.””

Ronald had the knack of making himself
at home, and was, before he tu insa
hour later, oy terms of good fellowship with
hin comrades.

Iu the moroing after groowing his borse,
be wentin the barrack yard, when the
troop formed up for dismounted drill,

“Will you take your place at anee in the
ranks?" nt Meazies asked. “Deo you
feel equal to it?”

*Yes; I bave not grown rusty,” Roanald
replied as he fell in.

An hour’s work sufficed to show Sergeant
Menszies, who was drilling the troop, that
the new recruit needed no instruction en
that seore, and that he was as perfect in his
drill as anyone in the troop.

*Are you as well up in your eavalry drill
a8 in the infantry?'" he asked Ronald us the
troop fell out,

Y“No," Ronald said, “but when one knows
one, he soon gets well at home in the other.
Atany rate, tor simple work the systom is

y the same, and I think with two or
three drills I shall be able to keep my
fter breakfast the former formed uE
né'nin their saddles, and the officers too
thei in the ranks, ¢ As the Sergeant
handed to the Adjutant sowe returns he had
been compiling, the Intter asked:

“By the way, Sergeant, did the recruit
Blant join last night?*"

““Yes, sir, and he is in his place now in
the rear rank. He was in his aopiform when
he came, and I found this morning that he
hthum%hly well up in his drill. A smart
soldier all over, I should say. I doa't know
that he will do so well mounted, but I don"t
think you will see him make mausy blun-
ders. He is evidenily a fellow.”

“He ought not to have his place

t.

over."
Adjutant then proceeded to put the
troop through a number of easy nomp‘
such as forming from line to golumn,

back into line, and wheeling, was
no room for anything else in the barrack-
m which was a smali ooe, asthe barracks

ul.lyllohltu;:lnm Belore the
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