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Before an audience gathered from all parts of the earth
the Her. T. De "Witt Talmage, D. D., expounded passages of Scripture descriptive
of stirring scenes in David's life. Led by
organ and cornet the multitudes joined in
singing:
Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.
The subject of Dr. Talmage's sermon was
"Our Own Generation," and his text, Acts
xiii, 36: "David, after he had served his
own generation by the will of God, fell on
sleep."
That is a text which has for a long time
been running through my mind, but not
until now has it been fully revealed to me.
Sermons have a time to be born as well as a
time to die, a cradle as well as a grave.
and
David, cowboy and stone slingcr
fishtcr and Czar and dramatist and blank
verse writer and prophet, did his best for
the people of his time and then went and
lav down on the southern hill of Jerusalem
in" that sound slumber which nothing but
an archanuelic blast can startle. "David,
after he had served his own generation by
the will of God, fell on sleep."
SERVED HIS GENERATION.
had
It was his own generation that he time
served; that is, the people living at the
he lived. And have youever thought that
our responsibilities are chiefly with the people now walking abreast of us? There are
about four generations to a century now,
but in olden time life was longer, and there
was, perhaps, only one generation to a century. Taking these facts into the calculation, I make a rough guess and say that
tliere have been at least 180 generations of
the human family. With reierence to them
Ve cannot
we have no responsibility.
teach them, we cannot correct their mistakes, we cannot soothe their sorrows, we
cannot heal their wounds. Their sepulchers
are deaf and dumb to anything we might
say to them. The last regiment of that
great army has passed out of sight. "Vc
might halloo as loud as we could, not one
ol them would avert his head to see what
we wanted.
I admit that I am in sympathy with the
child whose father had suddenly died and
who in her little evening prayer wanted to
continue to pray for her father, although he
had gone into heaven and no more needed
her prayers, and looking up into her
mother's" face said: "O, mother, I cannot
leave him all out. Let me say, 'Thank God
that I had a good father once, so I can keep
him in my prayers.' " But the ISO generations have passed ofE Passed up. Passed
Jown. Gone forever. Then there are tren- erations to come alter our earthly existence
nasceasea, peraaps 180 venerations more,
e shall
perhaps 1,000 generations more.
not see them, we shall not hear any of
their voices, we will take no part in their
convocations, their elections, their revolutions, their catastrophes, their triumphs.
A FORCED MARCH.
"We will in no wise affect the 180 generations gone, or the 180 generations to come,
except as from the galleries of heaven the
former generations look down and rejoice at
our victories, or as we may by our behavior
start influences, good or bad, that shall roll
on through the advancing ages. But our
business is, like David, to serve our own
generation, the people now living, those
.whose lungs now breathe and whose hearts
now beat. And mark you, it is not a silent
procession, but moving. It is a "forced
inarch" at 21 miles a day, each hour being a
mile. Going with that celerity, it has got
to be a qiuck service on our part, or no
service at all. "We not only cannot teach
the lSOjgenerations past and will not see the
180 generations to come, but this generation
now on the stage will soon be off and we
ourselves will be off with them. The fact is
that you and 1 will have to start very soon
for our work or it will be ironical and sarcastic for anyone after our exit to Eay of us,
as it was said of David, "after he had served
his generation by the will of God, he fell on
sleep."
Well, now, let us look around earnestly,
prayerfully and in a common sense way
and see what we can do.for our own generation. First of all let us see to it that, as
far as we can, they have enough to eat.
The human body is so constituted that three
times a day the body needs food as much as
a lamp needs nil, as much as a locomotive
needs fuel. To meet this want God has
girdled the earth with apple orchards,
orange groves, wheat fields and oceans full
ol fish and prairies full of cattle. And notwithstanding this, I will undertake to say
that the vast majority of the human family
arc suffering either from lack of food or the
right kind of food. Oar civilization is all
askew on this subject and.God only can set
it right.
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THE POOR.

y
Many of the greatest estates of
have been built out of the blood and bones
of unrequited toil. In olden times, for the
building of forts and towers, the inhabitants
of Isnahan had to contribute 70,000 human
skulls, and Bagdad 90,000 human skulls,
and that number of people were slain so as
to furnish the skulls. But these two contributions added together made only 160,000
skulls, while into the tower of the world's
wealth and pomp and magnificence have
been wrought the skeletons of uncounted
numbers of the half fed populations of the
earth, millions of skulls.
Don't sit down at your table with five or
six courses of abundant supply and think
nothing of that family in the.next street who
would take any one of those five courses between soup and almond nuts and feel they
were in heaven. The lack of the right kind
of food "is the cause of much of the drunkenness. After drinking what many of our
grocers call coffee, sweetened with what
many call sugar, and eating what many of
our butchers call meat, and chewing what
many of our bakers call bread, many of the
laboring classes feel so miserable tbey are
tempted to put into their nasty pipes what
the tobacconists call tobacco, or go into the
drinking saloons for what the rumsellers
call beer. Good coffee would do much in
driving out bad rum. Adulteration of food
has got to be an evil against which all the
health officers and all the doctors and all the
ministers and all the reformers and all
the Christians need to set themselves in battle array. How can we serve our generation
with enough to cat? By sitting down in
embroidered slippers and lounging back in
an armchair, our mouth puckered up around
an Havana of the best brand and through
clouds of luxuriant smoke reading about political economy and the philosophy of
strike'? Kb! Ko! By finding out who in
Brooklyn has been living on gristle and
sending them a tenderloin beefsteak. Seek
out some family who through sickness or
conjunction of misfortune have not enough
to eat and do for them what Christ did tor
the hungry multitudes of Asia Minor, multiplying the loaves and the fishes. Let us
quit the surfeiting ot ourselves until we
cannot choke down another crumb of cake
and begin the supply of others' necessities.
CARELESS OP LIFE.
"We often see on a small scale a recklessness about the welfare of others which a
great warrior expressed on a large scale,
when his officers were dissuading him from
a certain campaien, saying: "It would cost
200,000 lives," replying with a diabolism
that can never be forgotten, "What are
200,000 lives to me?"
So far from helping appease the world's
hunger, there are those whom Isaiah de- -
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scribes as grinding the faces of the poor.
You have seen a farmer or a mechanic put a
Scythe or an ax on a grindstone, while some
one was turning it round and round, and
the man holding the ax bore on it harder
and harder while the water dropped from
the grindstone, and the edge of the ax from
being round and dull, got keener and
keener, and the mechanic lifted the ax
glistening and sharp and with edge
must
he
cautiously
run
so keen
finger along lest while examhis
ining the implement he cut his hand to the
bone. So I hare seen men who were put
against the grindstone ofhardship, and while
one turned the'crank another would press the
unfortunate harder down and harder down
until he was ground away thinner and
thinner, his com tor t thinner, his prospects
thinner and his face thinner. And Isaiah
shrieks out: "What mean ye that ye grind
the faces of the poor?" Itis an awiul thing
to be hungry. It is an easy thing for us to
be in good humor with all the wo: Id when
we have no lack. But let hunger 'take full
possession of us and we would all turn into
.barbarians and cannibals and fiends.
I am glad to know that the time is coming, God hasten it, when every family in
the round world will sit down at a full
table, and it will be only a question
between lamb and venison or between
partridge and quail on toast, and out of
spoons made out of Nevada silver or California gold the pastries will drop on tongues
thrilling with thankfulness because they
have full enough. I hare no idea God is
going to let the human race stay in its present predicament. If the world winds up as
it now is it will be an awful failure of a
world. The barren places will be irrigated.
The pomologists, helped of God, will urge
on the fruits. The botanists, inspired of
the Lord, will help on the gardens. The
raisers of stock will send enough animals
fit for human food to the markets, and the
last earthquake that rends the world will
upset a banqueting table at which are
seated the entire human race. Meanwhile,
suppose that some of the energy we are expending in useless and unavailing talk
about the bread question should be ex
pended in merciful alleviations.
THE GREATEST

BATTLEFIELD.

I have

read that the battlefield on which
more troops met than on any other in the
world's history was the battlefield of Leip- sic, 1G0.00O men under 2apoleon, 250.000
men under Schwarzeberg.
No, no. The
greatest and most terrific battle is now being
fought all the world over. It is the struggle for food. The ground tone of the finest
passage in one of the great musical masterpieces, the artist says, Vas suggested to him
by the cry of the hungry populace of Vienna as the king rode through and they
shouted, "Bread. Give us bread!" And
all through the great harmonies ot musical
academy and cathedral I hear the pathos,
the ground tone, the tragedy of uncounted
multitudes, who with streaming eyes and
wan cheeks and broken hearts in behalf of
themselves and their families, are pleading
for bread.
Let us take another look around to see how
we may serve our generation. Let us see
as far as possible that they have enough to
wear. G oil looks on the human race and knows
just how many inhabitants the world has. The
statistics of tho world's population are carefully taken in civilized land?, and every few
years officers of government go through the
land and count how many people there are in
the United States or England, and great accuracy is reached. But when people tell us how
many inhabitants there are in Asia or Africa.
a: best it must he a wild guess. Yet God
knows the exact number of people nn our
planet, and he has made enough apparel for
each, and if there be fifteen hundred million,
fifteen thousand, fifteen hundred and fifteen
people, tner there is enough apparel for fifteen
hundred million, fifteen thousand, liften
dred and fifteen. Iot slrmchy apparel, not
ragged apparel, not insufficient apparel, but
appropriate apparel. At least iwo suits for
every being on the earth, a summer suit and a
winter suit. A irood nair of shoes for everv
living mortal. A good coat, a good hat or a
good bonnet and a good shawl, and a complete
masculine or feminine outfit of apparel. A
wardrobe for all nations adapted to all climes,
and not a string or a button or a pin or a hook
or an eye wanting. But, alas! where are the
s
good clothes for
of the human
raceT The other
have appropriated
them.
A REDISTRIBUTION NEEDED.
The fact is there needs to be and will be a
redistribution. Not by anarchistic violence.
If outlawry had its way it would rend and tear
s
and diminish until instead of
of
s
the world not properly attired
In
you
would be rag. I will let
know how the redistribution will tate place. By generosity on
the part of those who nave a surplus, and increased industry on the part of those suffering
otall, but the larce majority of
from deficit.
cases of poverty in this country, are a result of
idleness or drunkenness, either on the part of
the present sufferers or their ancestors. In
most cases the rum jug is the maelstrom that
has swallowed down the livelihood of those
who are in rags. But things will change, and
by generosity on the part of the crowded wardrobes, and industry and sobriety on the part of
the empty wardrobes, there will be enough for
all to wear. God has done his part toward the
dressing of the human race. He grows a surplus of wool on the sheep's back, and flocks
roam the mountains and vallejs with a burden
of warmth intended for transf erance to human
comfort, when the shutters of the factories
reaching all the way from the Chattahoochee
to the Merrimac shall have spun and woven it,
And here come lorth the Rocky Mountain
goat and the cashmere and the beaver. Here
are the merino sheep, their origin traced back
to the flocks of Abrahamic and Davidic times.
In white letters of snowy fleece, God has been
writing for 1,030 years his wish that there might
be warmth for all nations. While others are
discussing the effect of high or low tariff or no
tariff at all ou wool, you and I had better see if
in our wardrobes we have nothing that we can
spare for the shivering, or pick out some poor
lad of the street and take him down to a clothing store and fit him out for the winter. Don't
think that God has forcoiten to send ice and
snow because of this wonderfully mild January and February. We shall yet have deep
snows and so much frost on the window pane
that in the morning you cannot see throngh it;
and whole flocks oi blizzards, for God long ago
aeciareu uai winter as wen as summer snail
not cease, and between this and the spring
crocus we may all have reason to cry out with
the psalmist: "Who can stand before his
coldJ'
HOW STAY WE SERVE OUR GENERATION ?
Again, let us look around and see how we
may serve our generation. What shortsighted
mortals we would be if we were anxious to
clothe and feed only the most insignificant part
of a man, namely, his body, while we put forth
no effort to clothe and feed and save his soul.
Time is a little piece broken off a great eternity. What are we doing for the souls of this
present generation T Let me say it is a generation worth saving. Most magnificent men and
women are in it. We make a great ado about
the improvements in navigation and in locomotion and in art and machinery. We remark
what wonders of telegraph and telephone and
stethescope. What improvement is electric
light over a tallow candle I But all these
insignificant
are
improvements
com
pared with the improvements in the human race. In olden times, once in a
a great
while,
and good man
or
woman would come up and the world has made
a great fuss about it ever since, but now they
are so numerous we scarcely speak about them.
We put a halo about the people of the past,
but I think if the times demanded them it
would be found we have now living in this year
18S9 SO Martin Luthers. 50 George Washingtons,
50 lady Huntlngtons, 30 Klizabcth Frjs. During our Civil War more splendid warriors in
North and South were developed in four years
than the whole world developed in the previous
20 joars. I challenge tho 4,000 years before the
Christ and the IS centuries after the Christ, to
show me the equal of charity on a large scale
of George Peabody. This generation of men
and women is moro worth saving than any of
the IfcO generations that have passed off.
k
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BEGIN WITH OURSELVES.

But where shall we begin? With ourselves.
That is the pillar from which we must start.
Prescott, the blind historian, tells us bow
saved his army for the right when they
were about deserting him. With his sword he
made a long mark on the ground. He said:
"My men, on the north side are desertion and
death, on the south side is victory; on the north
side Panama and poverty, on the south side
Peru with all its riches. Choose for yourselves;
for my part I go .to tho outli." Stepping
across the line one by one, his troops followed
and finally his whole army. The sword of
On
God's truth draws the dividing lino
one side of it are sin and ruin and death, on
the other side are pardon and usefulness and
happiness and heaven. You cross from tho
wrong side to the right side and your family
will cross with yon and yonr friends and
your associates. The way jou go they will
go. If wo are not saved, we will never save
anyone else. How to get saved? Be willing to
accept Christ, and then accept him instantaneously and forever. Get on the rock first and
then you will be able to help others upon the
Men and women have been saved
same rock.
quicker than I have been talking about it.
What, without a prayer? Yes. What, without
time deliberately to think it over? Yes. What,
.without a tear? Yes. believe! That is all.
Believe what? That Jesus died to save you
from sin and death and bell. Will yon? Do
you? ion nave, isometiung makes mctbinK I
yon have. New light has come into vonr
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countenances. Welcome! Welcome! Haill
Hail! Saved yourselves, how are you going to
save others? By testimony. Tell it to your
family.
Tell it to your business associates.
We will successfully
Tell it everywhere.
preach no more religion and will successfully
talk no more religion than we ourselves have.
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and 11:33 p.m. Sunday. 9:40 p. m.
a.m.
stairway. And we meet, coming up, one of the
Passing fashion. All, all, must go, let the loss be what it may.
Ticket offices Corner Fourth avenue and Try
ALLEGHENY Rochester. 6:30 a. m.; Beaver
kings of ancient Israel, somewhat small of
and Union station.
Remnants of Striped Plush to go at 15c a yard.
Falls, 8(1 11:00 a. m.: Fnon, 3:00 p. m.: Leets-dal-e, street
CHAS. E. PUUIL
J. K. 1VOOD.
stature, but haviuga countenance radiant with
10:00. 11:45 a. m., 2:00, 430, 4:43, 5:30. 7:00. 9:00
Remnants Of Black Brocade Silk Velvets at 25c a yard.
Manager.
Gcn'I Pass'r Agent.
General
a thousand victories. And as all are maklnc
p. m.; Conway, 10:30p.m.: Fair Oaks, S 11:40 a.
Remnants of Black Brocade SiIks will be put out at 12c a yard.
obeisance to this creat one of heaven, I cry
in.: Leetsdale. 5 8:30 n. m.
Dress Goods as low as Sea yard.
Remnants of Double-widtROUTE NOV.I2. 1SS3. tTNIOX
TRAINS AR1C1VE Union station from Chicago,
out, "Who Is he?" and the answer comes:
Remnants of Sateens to be given away at So a yard.
Monday 1:50, d6:0O, (16:35 a.m., d 7:33 n.
station. Central Standard Time. Leave ror
Tnis is the greatest of all the kings of Israel.
Then we've got about 3,000 more of thoso celebrated Curtain Ends at 10c, 15c and 25c each. except
1:50, d 6:35 a.m., 7:33
except
Louis, d 7:30 a.m., d 8:00 and
St.
and
Monday
Toledo,
Cincinnati
in.;
They're simply wonderful.
It Is David, who, after he had served his genp. m.. Crestline, 2:10 p. m.: Yonngstown and d 11:13 p. m. Uennlson, 3:45
m.
Chlcacro.
eration by the will of God, fell on sleep."
Newcastle. 9:10a.m., 1:25, 7:33. 10:15 p. m.: Nlles 12:05, d 11:15 p. m. Wheeling, ?: a. m.,
6:10 p.m. SteubenviUe, 5:33a. m. Washlneton!
and Youncstown. d 7:3.5 p. m.tClcveland. d5:50a.
3:30,
9:00
4:55
a.
m..
Wheeling
Hellalre,
p.
p.
m.,
2:25,
and
IN
8:558:35
7:43
m.:
m.
CLOAK SALONS.
ODDS AND ENDS
GREATESTREDUCTIONEVEK.OFFERED.
Bulmr.a. m. Burgettstown, bll:33a.m., 5:25 n. m. Mans,
a. m., 2:25, 7:43 p. in.: Erie and Asbtabnla, 1:25,
Absolutely
10:15 p. m.; Masslllon. 10:00 a. m.: Nlles and
field. 7:13, llaa. ra.. 6:30. dS:33;lo:4u. TvYnTMo.
S3.
For One Week Only.
Odd Sizes in Ladies'
Cloth NewmarKots for $1 each.
85.
Jamestown. 9:10 a. m. ; Beaver Falls, 7:30 a. m., Donalds, d 4:15. d 10:00 p. m.
This powder never varies. A marvel of pur
est, .1 1:50, d 6:00. a. m., 310S, d 8:35
Odd Sizes in Ladles' Cloth Jackets for 31 and $1 GO each.
From the
1:10 p. m.. S 8:25 p. in.: Leetsdale, 10:40 p.m.
e
A half
crayon, handsomely ity, strength and wholesomeness.
Enon, 8:00 a. p.m. DcnnWot, 9:&a.m. SteubenviUe.
ARRIVE ALLEGHENY-Fro- m
More ecoOdd Sizes in Ladles' Seal PJush Wraps that were $22 50, now S9 SO.
8:43 a.m., 3:03. 5:55 p.m. Burgettt
1:50,
framed infold bronzed silver,including one nomical than tho ordinary kin ds, and cannot
Wheeling.
9:40
Beaver
a.
Rochester,
m.:
6:59:
Conway.
ml:
And lots of others. Come early and get the pick. You'll be pleased. It'll pay you.
Fills, 7:10 a. m.. 6:40 p. m.: Leetsdale, 5:50, 6:15. town, 7:15a. m.,S9j05a.m. Washington
dozen cabinet photos, all for the small sum be sold in competition with the multitude of
m
p.
p. m. MansfleldTslSr 9?0
9:00
9:55
4:30.
6:30.
m.:
1:43,
a.
12:00,
Fair
7:45
a.
m..
ow
of 5, at the Elite Gallery, 616 Market st., ders.est, snort weight, aium or phosphate now
12:4.3 djra)
Buleei.lSon.ii:
Oaks. S8:53a. m.; Leetsdale, S 6:05 p. a.: Beaver
sola only in.cam. KUYAL BAKING
qs:aa.m..
aieuonaias,
S 8:25 p. m.
Falls.
m.
d9ap.
MM
0UUA1
UVU
1U1U
100
CO,
Y,
POWDER
Wall SUN.
except
daUy;
i? duuiuj viuj;
u
d,
trains,
only;
S,
Sunday
other
u.uj,
ether
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trains, except
this
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