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ax Our army in the War of 1812. was 

also an active practitioner 

The only resident minister of the 
gospel during this period was the 
Rev. James Linn. He was not only 
beloved and respected by his own 
Presbyterian parishioners, but was 
A leader In every movement for the 
benefit of the community during his 
half a century of service, For sev. 
eral years hw acted as the head of 
the Academy board of trustees and 
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A surveyor, and an account. 
ant, and acknowledged to have been 

an expert in all these lines, helped 
in the bullding of the James Dunlop 
home, was the bookkeeper for both 

the Miles brothers and the John 
Dunlop iron plants and was so 
highly respected that he was put 

in charge of the county finances Yor 

more than 20 years. John Hall, with 
his tUltemill, the first heavy-ham- 
mering device in the county. the 
McKeen, with their hotel and tan- 
nery, and the Hays brothers with 
their large tannery establishment’ 
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al “Burnham” just south of the 
town and ther he bullt a home on 
the lot now occtipied by the Farmers 
National Bank. Mr. Linn was the 
instigator in the erection of the 
stone Academy bullding which re. 
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{owner of houses and lots in Belle- | 
fonte for many years and spent 

much of his time in the town while 
not at the nation's capital. In 1814 
he and his family moved permanent. 
ly to this place. At one time they 
Hved at the north end of what is 
now the Brockerhoff jot 
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tion of Secretary of the Commons 

wealth. In 1823 he was Bellefonte's 
first eandidate for governor of Penn- 

sylvania, running on the Pedersd 
ticket, but was defeated by the 
popfinr Andrew Schultz, His speech 
in the Benate urging the postpones 
ment of the declaration of war 

against Briton in 1812 until we had 

made proper preparation for such 

a was used against him 

with telling effect 
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er, age Jonathan Hoge Walker, 
for whose benefit Philip Benner had 
erected the present Linn residence 
had long been recognized as a great 
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the new Circuit Court in Pittsburgh 
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nudge of the Berks dnd Montgom - 
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Shugert came here from 

Valley He was oounty 

1814, taught the Acad 

and became its headmaster. He 
i in a house 50 feet south of 

Barrows Alley on the east side of 

Spring street, and his son, Stewart 
T.. became one of our politionl 
leads. Patrick Cambridge, whose 

store on Bishop street was at Perry 

Alley, joined Philip Benter In a big 
general store at the Allegheny street 
corner of Bishop street. In 1832 he 
wis elected ne our sheriff 

Hamilton Humes came from Lan- 
caster to Bellefonte. His son, Bd. 

ward C. Humes, for many years one 
of our leading bankers, was bom 

within six months of the family's 
arrival. Hamilton Humes started 
a general store and beeame a large 

buyer of real estate. He built the 
Conrad House, a block of stores 
where Crider's Exchange now stands, 
and the original portion of the Ma- 
sonic Temple. He erected houses in 
several parts of the town and a large 
warehouse on the eastern bank of 
the canal after It had reached the 
town. John Norris had been a res. 
ident of Lewistown before the for. 
mation of the Centre Bank of Penn. 

sylvanin. He was that organizations 

eMetent eashier until 1838 when the 
bank was closed 
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referred to, the remaining three 

were two of the Valentine brothers 

George and Reuben B., and thelr 
partner, William A. Thomas, These 

‘Quakers” from Chester coumy were 

men from well-to-do families whose 
progenitors were early settlers in 

the “Creat Valley” and prominent 
in the setivities that county 

They purchased the Dunlop iron 
plants, enlarged both Bellefonte 
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With all these prominent citizen: 

Bellefonte, In its early years was 

probably a: mach indebted to one 
active spirit. Philip Benner, iron. 
master extraordinary, was one of 
the most energetic characters this 

wotion has ever known. His whole 

history i= a romance full of reals 

nn. Romantic in the fact that as & 
boy of 15} joined the Revolution. 

ary armies in the place of hi= fath. 

er who had been captured by the 
British, and that hw came 10 Ose 

re county, befare *ither the own 

or the county had been formed, with 

a wagon ain of 53 persons to set. | 

tle at “Rock” on Spring Creek. which | 
spot was then sn absolute wilder. | 
ness. Romantic in his method of | 
shipping bar fron over the moun- | 
tain tralls to Pittsburgh, and In his 
loading a ship with ron at New Or. | 

leans to sail to Spain. His eareer 
was intensely practical in his abil 

ity to manage his business inter 
ests andl 0 make much money 

therefrom 

Benner owned many 
lots In Bellefonte, and operated 
through partners at jeast 
iness firme in the town. He was In. | 

terested In the Academy. the estab | 
lishment of the new tumpike to 

Lewistown, and in putting through | 
the canal by way of Bald Eagle Val | 
ley. In almost every public meet. 
ing held in the town Philip Benner 
was either the temporary ‘or the 

permanent chairman. In fact, In 
every activity of the town or coun 
ty this man was one of he prin. 
cipal leaders. The newspaper which 

he founded in the next decade, the 
“Centre Democrat” Is still one of 
the leading journals in the county. | 
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Suggestions ! 

® FLECTRIC AND WOOD. 
BURNING BROODERS 
500 and 300 Chick Sie 

® BURPEE'S SEEDS 

® GARDEN FENCE AND 
POULTRY NETTING 

® LOMAThe Perfect Fertilizer 
for Gardens and Lawns, 

® SPREDthe Cold Water 
Paint for Beautiful Walk 

SCHAEFFER 
HARDWARE 
BELLEFONTE, PA  


