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EDITORIAL 
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TOTALITARIANISM—OR CAPITALISM 
President Eric Johnston of U. 8. Chamber of Commerce 

America stands at the crossroad In one direction lies totalitarianism; 

in the other direction, an ve, enlightened capitalism, planning on 
a nation-wide scale for constructive postwar enterprise that will employ 

all Americans except those needed for necessary government 

funétions. Writing in the Pebruary issue of Reader's Digest, John 
says private business can fill that ortler if it plans { and that leaders 
of organized labor hope private capital, rather than government, take 

on the job. 
Johnston says a C. 1. O. leader in Washington remarked the other 

day that he would rather bargain with any private employer than with 
any bureaucrat, becsuse “the bureaucrat has jails.” Johnston also 

quotes in the Digest, a recent statement of President William Green of 

the American Federation of Labor, who said: “If this country ever gets 

a system of governmental regimentation, labor will suffer most. Labor 
therefore, is deeply interested in the preservation of private business; and 

labor should everlastingly maintain that the owners and managers of 

business are entitled to a fair and just return on their investments.” 
Johnston says their is no reason to fear, therefore, that labor wil 

try to destroy business in favor of government. He declares that labor 
holds with the late Justice Brandeis that business must be run under 

such conditions that the owner is willing to risk his capital. The Cham- 
ber head says the thing to fear is that people in general—including 

millions who are wageworkers and millions who are not-—-may forget 
Jas what it is that makes business go 

Por this, Johnston says, businessmen largely have themselves 
blame. Intimidated by tirades against “bloated capitalists” and “swollen 
profits,” they fear the word capitalism is unpopular-—and take refuge 
in such phrases as the “Free Enterprise System” and the “American 
Way of Life.” Such language, he says, obscures the main issue, because 
youf can't take a “whiff of free enterprise” or a “stretch: of the way of 

life” and start a factory with it 
“To start a factory,” Johnston declares, “and to start the jobs inside 

that factory, you have to have savings, You have to have money. You 
have to have capital. It takes thousands of dollars of capital to equip 

a really modern factory with the machinery for one job for one wage- 

worker. Preedom and Americanism are the atmosphere. But capital is 
the seed in the sofl. Unless we produce that seed and unless we plant 
it, there will be no new crops of private jobs for the American people 

when this war is over” 
* Johnston warns, however, that people are going to have jobs. They'll 

get them from the government, or. a new and bigger WPA, unless private 
capital employs them. And how will private capital employ them? 

Johnston cites the need for modern housing to replace the “vast, wretched 
unwholesome, substandard residential areas in which millions of Ameri- 
can citizens still live’ He says that to change all this squalor and ugli- 
ness into decency and sightliness is a job meaning billions of dollars of 

business, It cannot be done small. It has to be done big. Johnston says 

private business can make organizations which will include representa- 

tives of all elements of housing production, and produce housing at a 

private co-operative consolidated cost that will baffle all the public 

platiners in the whole of Washington. He adds: “Some of them would 

like to do all this building. We will do it first—and better. We will stop 

rafling at the government. We will start outthinking it and outdoing 
it and outstripping it.” 

Johnston says that to modernize everything in this country would 

mean so many billions of dollars that business could not get through 

earning them and spending them in 20 years. Labor's contribution, he 

says, should be to drop all "make work” devices and all devices for get- 
ting paid for work not necessary or work not done, and to continue the 
wartime policy of many unions in helping managemnet improve processes 

and reduce costs. Ihe Chamber head says labor must also concede, with 

government, that business must be allowed to keep enough savings, 

enough new capital, to be able to go ahead into new investments, new 

adventures, new services—because free private business is like a motor- 

cycle, It must move. If it stops, for lack of gasoline, it topples, leaving 

only totalitarian govermentalism 
Johnston says hardly anybody in America deliberately wants that. 

But that what threatens us is unintentional totalitarianism, into which 

we cdn slip absentmindedly unless we use our heads to plan and organize 

with the spirit of the ploneers. 
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DO YOU KNOW 

Although the health of the Brit. 

ish people has actually improved 
since the outbreak of war, there are 
exceplions...chief of which is tu- 
berculosis, Increase in tuberculo- 

sis is a result of war conditions... 
overcrowding, increased hours of 

work, limitation of protective foods 
shortage of hospital beds and gen 
eral war strain { 
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LAZY LIVER 
May eause uneasiness which results a 
Billiousness, Bick Headaches and Avie 
Intomieation, | 

Luebert's Laxative Tablels 
Are a purely vegetable combination, which | 
if taken according to direction, stimulate | 
the Liver and generally produce & good 
Lasative effort. Take secording to simple 
precautionary directions, Splendid for use 

constipation, 

A. G. Luebert, P.D,, Coatesville, Pa, 
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Plenty Kick 
«"T've never touched a drop of liquor’ 
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It Should Be 
We understand that Congress hime pnt Shrough a big appropriation to 

handle the German subs—sort of a sinking fund. 

* * 0 
That's all, folks, Inasmuch as the OPA has forbidden an increass in 

| the price of fruit cake, if a grocery clerk tries to charge you above ceiling 
| Prices for a fruit cake just say “nuts to you." : ~"SCAT.”  


