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A HUGE 
As this is written, the 

defiantly over Corregl The heroic forces of Amer- 
fcan and Filiping fighters driven their last de- 
fensez by the Japanese advance in the 
Bataan Penins have set a standard of courage, 

tenacity and determination that ranks them among 

the classic fighters of all the ages 

The military authorities s that the sad out- 
come of Bataan was inevitable, But it has cost the 

enemy a terrific price and the stubborn resistance 
to the flood of vellow warriors has given precious 

time for the Allies to get their forces in order, and 
it is probable that the heroism of the men under 
MacArthur and Wainwright has prevented the con- 
quest of Australia, and thereby has given us the 
springboard from which must proceed the movement 

that will drive the Japanese back, step by step, over 
the road of their conquests, 

The arm-chaly military critics, in and out of 
safe editorial sanctums, are harping on the failure 

to provide reinforcements and supplies in adequate 
proportions, implying grave criticism because this 
was pot afforded. The Army and Navy people, who 

know what Is possible and what is impossible in a 
military way, testify that everything that could be 
done was done. 

General Douglas MacArthur, who in the estima- 
tion of all Americans knows that situation better 
than any other human being, is the commander -in- 
chief of the South Pacific forces, The Philippine 
theater Is still within his jurisdiction, Does anybody 
suppose that if anything could have been done to 
relieve the desperate plight of the men who were 

under his direct command for so long, that he would 
not have taken the requisite action? Does anybody 
imagine that if this magnificent general had rec- 

ommended a course of action, that that course would 
not have been taken? 

The whole world that is fighting the onrush of 
the totalitarian powers wondered at the miracles that 
first MacArthur and then Walnwright have per 
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Baatan was a tough blow, but the American 
people are not discouraged by it. It emphasizes the 

difficulties of the task in which we are engaged, but 
it has only reinforced the determination of an ulti- 
mate victory which involves the downfall of Hitler 

ism and the relegation of Japan to the rank of a 
second or third-rate power, for the treacherous yel- 

low horde has demonstrated its unfitness for a place 

among the civilized nations, 
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A NEW FRONT IN EUROPE 

The visit of the American Chief-of-8taff, Gen- 
eral Marshall to London has revived speculation as 
to the opening of a new front in Western Europe 

This is a ticklish problem, It must be solved 

by professional] military men of the United States 
and Great Britain, The question cannot be answer- 

ed on the basis of hope and desire but must be solved 
solely by the ability of the democracies not only to 
open up but to maintain and enlarge a new theater 
of military operations. 

Obviously, such an enterprise should be under- 

taken at the earliest possible moment, If Hitler is 
compelled to fight in Russia and in Western Europe, 
he will be unable to spare men and materiel for 
other ventures, For once, the Nazis will have to ac. 

cept battle upon fields chosen by their enemies. This 
would be the beginning of the end. 

However, it would be utterly foolish for Great 
Britain and the United States to open up a Western 

front in Europe without adequate men, materiel and 
shipping. The theory of taking risks to acquire gains 
Is sound, but before competent military men will ap- 
prove such an expeditionary force, there must be a 

probable chance of success, 
Otherwise, Dunquerque would be repeated upon 

a larger scale and what might be the basis of de- 
cisive power in 1943 might be frittered away in a 
premature effort in 1942 
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Named Committee Head 

Professor R. U. Blasingame. head 

of the department of agricultural 
engineering at the Pennsylvania 

State College, has been named 
chairman of the agricultural sub- 

fer war 
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