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THE 0LD PORTAGE
RAILROAD DESCRIBED

¥N ITS TIME WAS CONSIDERED A

MARVEL

IT CROSSED THE ALLEGHENIES

From Hollidaysburg to Johnstown-
Connected the Canals—Used Ten
Planes—Daylight Road--Abandoned
Years Ago. ’
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When the road was conte mpiated the
great obstacle to the clvil engineers
was 1o get o track around the many
sharp curves required In passing over
the mountain They 414 not belleve
a long mil could be used on a durve
and actually purchased ralls four feet
long for this purpose. It was discov-
ered that a long rall could be Iald
around a curve of a practionl radius,
If this had been known at the time the
roadbed was made, it is probable there

183
ir e | ke wern

wnd lern and

ralln

would not have been any planes, but 2nnclplm and looking from

in |

:

a gradual

od twelve ‘
Stationm engine W
the head of each plane
s up and to Jet the
this w
nd

nt as
e lator

1
ore

method 1
rop
nd

1l of
plane No
wilt in Bo
The w

day

pland
y T
and
ages of the
and the !
Joseph
Josep!
this ! 4 |
This |

# locomaot

ston wi oalle
engines
wero §
celved
father

00 per
$1.15%
1) Y'!.
rond y
"Bostor
lathan In those days It had
of driving wheels with wooder poke
and felloes, 48 Inche The fron
of the boller was supported on a four
wheeled tr T he peed
was about fLe miles an hour In
one instance the run from No, 1 to No
2, the irteen n A made
in 46 minutes. This was wonderfully
fast traveling L.ocomot| witl} n
gsingle palr of driving wheels were used
until 18561 when the locomotive “Jur
iata" with tw pair of dr
In service A number of
motivs with pair of
ifterwards introduced

The freight cars first used
elght feet In length and width
seven foet in helight, and had one
wheel truck, but in 1851 larger
were brought into use which !
and were sixteen to
feet long

The passenger
and had
of an ordinary
platfor and
large, the
the earl
there wer

DAZEA

comotive

Onte 1
high

uck
on
level, wa

fo illes

VoS

Vers was
other

twenty

size
horse
l,{[,lv‘l'

whaels

but

of

AB8CN oL

| | e 3 ||.1 1
| syl ' whic)
opened ! traMe Fehr
15, 1% The anal system with 1o
the Portage was out of
had to be abandoned The
road was sold by the state to J
Thompson for $7.000.000.00
deed executed July 2ist, 1

Charles Dickens crossed the Alle
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1842, The following Is an extract from
his American notes: “We left Harria.
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