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FORTUNE AND PHILANTHRGPY

MRS,
IDEAL SCHOOL TRUSTEE.,
This Leading Member of Society

CLARENCE MACKAY AN

Takes an Active Interest in the
Civic Afiairs of the Town of
Rosiyn, N, Y.,

“I belleve it is better for people of

the wealthy class to help Improve the

public schools, than to spend their
money on yachts or parks or privale

schools,”

This little declaration, made by Mrs
Clarence Mackax at the first meeting
held by the school board of Roslyn, L

1., since her election as a member,
somewhat contradicts the time-worn
c¢riticism that Awmerican wowen of
wealth live onlg useless idle lives,
more like orchids I a conservatory
than human beliga created to labor.

Mrs. Mackay worked very hard to be
elected a trustee «f the deslyn public
gchools, quite as hard as John F.
gen, the livery stable man who ran on
the same ticket, and secured just one

Rem

plans for Improvements that will add
to the physieal comfort of the children;
in fact, the very first suggestion she
wade in board meeting was taat the
room used for such meetings be turned

|

over to the chilldren on bad days, so
that they need not eat their lunch out-
of-doors, She has urged the l’IIIi'l Wy
ment of teachers of manual training
and live languages, such as German
nd Italian, in order that later on the
children may not find themselves
strangers to either thelr hands or the
angunge of their neighbors, IMeru
{ slon has beenn granted her to wmake
| some provision for the comfort of the
teachera without eost to the community

vote less tuan she did. It is doabtful,
however, if Mr. Remsen put one-hall
the ent =siasm into the n or
entered .t witu the same Lupulse.
Roslyn, L. 1., is a quaini little village |
of |n‘n[|]v possessing but a very, \Al‘_‘.'!
modest share of wordly goods; but is

surrounded by great country estates be-
longing to rich New Yorkers,

bouses, stables, parks and

gérves recalling the storied doi ns of
England. They are used, t much
after the English fashion, for week-
end house parties cod Christmas fes-
tvities,
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Parbor FHill Is among the 1 t bean ':,nu stry, being a direct deseendant
tiful of these picturesque pi . od fof Lord Stes
the big colouial house, unlike its gide the famous 1 K Duer «
French-chateau neighl is not often | luticnary d from who
left in emptiness, for W, for lnamed. As Kitty Due whe e &
the sake of Ler small daughters, Kath- | brilllant debutant, but t D are
erine and Bianca, has ) it her per- | not very we (ns : « unted
manent home, going to w York only | nowadays). and < not ! .
in the dead of winter, g; rried Mr. ¢ ace . ) that

While driving through R« one | she had full opportunity to gratify ber
day last winter she saw the school | tastes and test her talents,
children standing out in the coll, The mention of the n Mackay
windy yard eating thelr lunch, Ier | anywhere in the West br . 1 ¢ thi
very natural sympathy developed into | ¢ y days of the early fifties when the
the determination to do something to- | | ¢ Four—Mackay. Falr. Flood and
ward making that miserable Junch | O'PBrien—dug a hundred and fifty mi)
hour more comfortable for them, In- n out of the Big Bonanza 1 Ui
vestigation brought out other deficien- | Comstock, Since then the Mackay
cles In the public school of Roslyn, and | money Las g into 1 ; 1 1 or
the ehildren’s champion tocs: up the | ties. and ¢ d the f Pacitt
work of hmprovement with energy and [ cable, T ent oy sor of nll that
practical eommon sense, Her method | big California fortung Is just past
of going to work was pretty, as weil{thirty, e | ' t man d tedd to
an effective, Sue began her cawmpalgn | Lis home, ! en and his business,
thronugh the children themselves, gath- | an enthusi out-of-door sports, and
ering them futo Harbor HiIH for winter | a Jover of musie,
frolies and summer lawn parties, get To his home are invited the peeple
ting acqualpted with each little mite, | whom It Is really interesting to meet
playing with them, talking to them, and | for Mre. Macl ann of the very few
sending them home warm and tired | women in New York who know their
after all the fun, but still with useful | own position such as to set the seal of
now ambitions in thelr ltle souls, The fgood form on any action, gathers In
kiddies, finding in her a congenlal spir- | many from the artistic and intellectanl

feeling that she liked being
them ; bhad a nice little warm spot in
her heart for each one of the and
was not simply a grownup glving a lot
of poor ¢hildren a treat, fell in love
with here.  Through them she won the
friendship of the fathers and mothers,
and when she launched her schoeme for
an $5,000 bond fssue (the money to boe
used in school mprovements) a major
ity of the citizens voted for It, even
though It ralsed taxes from 83 cents to
$1.25 a year. Of course, the Increase
fell more beavily upon the poorer tax-
payers of the village than on thelr
woalthy nelghbors; but, as the origin-
ator of the plan sald, it is the former
who are most directly Interested in the
quality of the public schools, thelr
childmén actually recelving the cash
value of every dollar that is paid in
school taxes,

Sloes her election te the board ef
frustees, s has begun to unfeld her
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n

with |

t

fields whose achievement Is their only
clntma to soelal recognition, Bhe her.
sclf has published a_drama, “Gabr)
elle” and a novel, “The Stone of Des
ting.” Every free minute not given
to her Nitle girls—and they get more

of her thme than s usual with the chil
dren of fashionable mothers.is spent
in writing. Onpe of her prettiost acts
is the restoration of a Hibrary given to
the village of Rosiyn by Will y Cak
len Bryant, whove home was at Hewp-
stead, Long Island,

Some doubt Las been expressed as to
the ultimate success of Mrs, Mackay's
course In Roslyn, it being clabmed that
wo clome o supervision over the welfare
of & commuuity exercised by one vory
wealthy womnen Is out of harmony with
republican ethics.  Bot, If as Mrs. Mae
Lay intends, the occupants of Harbor
111l are to help, anu not try to domi
nate Roslyn, the result may be seme

ia

thtng worthy of emulation.
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thin. the lteview saya, lles in the fact| miless g tract of land less than one blowing from the south Tl ree | e ""‘-'_ll""' lived for two years al
that so many Amerlean women cof-! half the area of Ohlo, gupplemented by daring countrymen made ready to ‘r"' least, The "i fate, h WeVer, Is \\NM‘
sider that the ondinary lot of thelr seX | levying contributions on the sea along on their '"‘7'""""‘ Journey "\ W [ ln mystery. ey conid, had they lande
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¢ . . i - comnaniomg dw thws . N
they are made 1o be something more nation ln the world has reduced agri. Andree, with Dis twe nantons. | peyed southwand, meeting withi friend
than “mere women'” ‘They become | cuiture to such a  fue practical | Jumped aboard and the retaining ropes | iy whalers who could have shwisted
“men-women.” They submit to no re | sclencet and in the opinion of Bastern | were cut Risfug for a short thoe, the | (hem back to civilization. If they
stralnts, They pit themselves agnlost | writers the wonderful spirit of devo-|current of afr coming from the moun- | dropped inta the ocean, they are Jost.
men on every ground. intellectual A8| tion to country which has boon manl|talns caused the balleon to descend | 11 they have reached the Folar oip and
well as sockl, both in business and I | fested by the Japanese soldiory Is due | suddenly until the ear touched tho | wrecked their balloon, they undoubt.

waves, but it D'uwt‘”}‘ rebosnnded unt il
the huge pas bag reached an altitude
of AN feot, Journeying northward
poth, within an sour after Lae ascen-
wion, It foally disappeared altegether
from the sight of man,

sport, They lose the tender, delieate | to the wpirit of patriotism bired on llw’,
qualities of thelr own sex, and, ofl “home acres™ of the population. |
course, they fall utterly to reap ultr“" tooted to the soll” would be ”"'g
thing but Adisappolutment and ridls | expresson to deseribe the coundition of
cule from thelr elerts te aeguire thewe | the wajor portien of Jupan's pephle-
of the other, tion,

{edly found the wonderful spot which
so wmany have striven to find, Whether
the worldd will soon be able to lean
of thelr experiepces and thelr fate W
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