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“What is the most important thing

in American agricultture?

repeated |

an official of the Department of Agri- |

culture in answer to a query-—a
who would make an excellent Secre-

mn |

tary if the present inc umbent were not |

about all that honest men could de-
sire. “You want to know whet x\ the
backbone of agrienlture in the Unit
States—in the world? One \\\ml is the
answer: Legumes. How so? B
cause the legumes—the clovers, tl
cowpeas, the soy beans, ordinary peas,
beans, vetches, peanute, alfalfa and
the like—have sne wonderful power
(and they alone in the vegetable
possess it) to absorb nitrog
the air and fix it into the vegetable
kingdom. And nitrogen the most
elusive and by far the most expensive
of the fertilizers or foods required by
all plants. Were it not for the cloy A.(-\
and thelr various cousins, the world'
population, perhaps not of this genera
tion, but surely of the next genera-
tion, would face absolute
In the United States ten
out these remarkable plants
make the poorer half of our i
lands so unproductive that it would
not pay to plant crops, and the entire
burden of raiging food would
upon the other half. With the i
valley and pralrie lands would s
ply be a question of a few more ye
when they, too, would Dbecowme
hausted.”
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As Old as History.
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culture several years ago to take
the study of artificial Moculation of
the seeds of legumes or the soll In-
tended for the planting, and the re
sults have been most remark le
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Short Story Book on Bacteria.

Farmers' Bulle

Roots of Boy Beans Showlug Nodules,

yields of forage erops Is so simple ax
to exeite the wonder of even the
closest students of furm sclence. Do
not the following short paragraphs,
taken from this bulletin, create a de
sire to know more on the subject?

H. W. Dunlap, of Holland Pagent, N. Y.,
having more of the liguld culture than
could be used for some seed he was loocy
Inting, mised It with a light loam and
spread It upon A part of a field already
In clover, ""The difference In color and
size of the plants later on Indieated per
fectly where the soll had been distributed.””’

Mre. J. A. Wells, of Bryn Athyn, Pa.,
tried watering pes vines a month old with
culture Nguid, and *“the treated vines were
fully twice the sise of the others,'*

U, J. Hems, of North Yakima, Washing
tem ";mﬁ. on a dyear old alfalfa feld

1 which had been short, pale

| I- took mla rhor color nnd

| ru w , and yle I think, about
ﬂ. a8 much as formerly.’
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starvation, |

Creeks |

Seems Too Easy to be Effective,

The method deseribed of Inoenlating
goed to secure these wonderful results
is ridienlously simple. Place the seed
in a gunny sack, immerse the
in the fluld, previously prepared
trouble, and allow to draln;
spread out to drys This is all
to it, besides planting.

The l'rp.;i‘l!l-'hl of Agriculture
a small awount of mwoney set aside
Spring for t manufacture of

T which were distributed free
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UNCLE SAM'S FARM STORIES.
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Clean, Pure Milk,
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Whitewash the barn nt least once a
year,
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The last of the seriea In a short casay
on the Constroction and Ventllation of
Poultry Houses, complled from a num
ber of American and English bulletins
and Journals. The idea here set forth
Is that If eggx nre to he obtalned from
bens durlng the season when eggs are

high, the hens must not be allowed to
ghift for themselves, No anlmal re.
sponds more quickly or steadily than
the hen to good treatment and good
food, and while she I8 probably the
most wonderful plece  of farm
machinery to be found, she can not
well be expected to grind out eggs the
year round without a house, a
clean floor, a comfortable sleeping
place, and good food,
This I8 a free bulletin,
obtained from Scenate
men or Secretary Wilson,
Quarantine for Milch Goats,
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The Bureau of Animal Industry is in
cearnest in its intention to Introduce
FEuropean high-bred milch goats into
{ this country for the purpose of crossing
them non American nannies,
Purchases bave been made by a gos
ernment agent of Swiss and French |
its, which are heavy milkers—giving |
as much as slx quarts and elght gquarts |
a day each-and to receive the |
ment the Department of Agricultu 1
has leased a small island In New York |
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DAIRYING IN PORTO RICO.

INDUSTRY CANNOT BE SAID TO
HAVE IIL(U UL FINE ART,

Butter is Mndc hv Vcry Crude Meth-

ods.~American Butter Imported

of Poor Quality, - Chance for
American Trade,

Although our town and city people
have their troubles with tue milkman
and the leeman, they are but small ones

COFFEE

DOES

compared to those of the people of
Rico, according to a wecent
vestigation by the Department
Agriculture of the daliry Industry
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The Farmers Becoming Wise.
Westorn a

d
t

rmers orgnat
made quite a “kill
! raet, h leads
y the Nebrmaska State
o nol

whie
Interesting
t = specuinting h
| and a finan
ts for Woesis
% of some parts of
have ths

ing bud
wrs In the

N | ¢ farme
West nppear to
into the speculat
peara of far
ing i the gu f “la:
y but the reports bave it that cer
in farmers of the spring wheat coun
played the warket with some
this seaso Mr.
the Wall Street banker, says ;
“If all the reports of damage to
“h g wheat black rost lad sub
tantial foundation the millers would
fore them a season of short sup
The reason of the doult as to
i foundation of these reports of rost
in =ald to He partly In the fact that the
Red River farmers have learned the
market jJobbers' trick of looking woe
begone and telling of spolled crops,
then selling while the price s up. This
practice Is not to e commended on
ethicnl grounds, but If anybody Is golng
to profit out of a ery of wolf, we
should, of course, rather see him »
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As can be seen from the Hustrat) nn uf

wl, the Jetters "N, Y. i
1! to hardly uc.’l‘n?',
torekecper  nsisted the)
Deninark.

not
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Not Yet Invaded by Ico Trust.
Ice, W

w, has untll very recently been
An expen luxury on the island, and
the people know but little of how to
keep perishable fods, In one case a
N h werchant received butter In
five pound boxes, These he stored on
a sholf in the store where the tempera
ture was often 90 degrees F. Ag this
butter was heeded for sale,

Ve

one box
at a time was placed ln such a small
joe chest a8 might be found In the
pumblest dwelling In the United
Btates. It was supposed that If the
butter was cold and hard when sold
nothing more could be desired,

There 18 no reason, however, why
within a fow yoears Ameriean Dutter
"mL..4 should not control the butter
market of Porto Rico: but « ¢ market
eannot be hed for the asking, since
gnscrupulons American shippers have
given American butter a very black

eye.
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Make the trial yourself—lcave off
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FOOD COFFEE

in its place,

That’s the only way to find out.
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NAPOLEON'S ARAB CHARGER.
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BIX years afterward this soclety
died a patural death, and while the
rreater portion of its eollection came
o the possession of wihat is now
Owens College, Manchester, those who
presided over the distribution of its
treasures had the happy thought of
swnding Napoleon's horse to Paris,
where It arrived in 1868, and the label
of the National History Soclety of

ich the general publie is not ac-|

orse 1o the National History Society |

Manchester Is still on the packing
case which contalned It
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The Martis Pire Arms Co.
New Haven, Cona,

With Greatest Economy
use the

Western Elevating Grader
and Ditcher.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION.

Western  Wheeled

Bewd for Catalog.
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