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Break In Last Chain of Russian Forts 
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nk in the forts encircling Port Arthur 

Nov. 30, the assault of Two Hundred and Three Meter hill 

with des bought victory 

Reaching the outer breastworks by means of a subterranean gallery 

on which the sappers and labored for the 

columns sprang up the steep slope on which rested the powerful Fort 

Namakoyama, about 630 feet high. The sides of the fort were 

proof and loopholed, and the roof was covered by a double 

steel plates, upon which a thick layer of earth was superposed. In 

front of the fort ran sndbagded trenches, the corners of which 

strengthened by rails. Approach to the outer trench was obstructed by 

barbed wire fences 

The assault had been preceded by a terrific bombardment from 

dawn and was accompanied by a similar advance on Forts Rihileunshan 

and Keekwan to the northeast so as to prevent Russian concentration 

In the twenty-four hours during which the movement occurred 

15,000 Japanese were sald to have fallen, Worn by the long strain and 

with depleted ranks from flerce hand to hand fighting, the defenders 

of Two Hundred and Three Meter hill finally retreated. Re-enforced 

by men from the warships the army of defense tried to retake the last 

position, but were driven back. The ships are useless their guns hav 

ing been removed and many shells having taken effect, It was thought 

by experts that the Japs would reduce the remaining forts In a few days 

With heavy guns ob this eminence directly overlooking and only 

two miles distant from the harbor General Nog! was master of the 

situation at last. It was the beginning of the end. The Japanese 

strategy required this result before risking another battle with Kuro 

patkin and before the Baltic fleet should arrive. 
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