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THE DEATH OF STEPHEN. 

Five Pon Ploturss of the Last Mo- 

ments of a Gl rious Martyr. 

God Selects Iisa Choloest Treasures for the 

Galleries of Heaven The Christian's 

Dylng Day Is Always » 

Happy Experience. 

Rev. Dr. Talinage's latest sermon, 

given below, is a vivid story of martyr 
dom and an entrancing description of 
the glories awaiting the dying Chris 

tian. The text used is Acts 7: 50-60: 
“Behold I see the heavens opened,” ete. 
Stephen had been preaching a rous- 

ing sermon, and the people could not 
stand it. They resolved to do as men 
sometimes would like to do in this day, 
if they dared, with some plain preacher 
of righteousness—kill him. The only 
way to silence this man was to knock 
the breath out of him. So they rushed 
Btephen out of the gates of the city, 
and with curse, and whoop, aud bellow 
they brought him to the cliff, as was 
the custom when they wanted to take 
away life by stoning. Having brought 
him to the edge of the cliff, they 
pushed him off. After he had fallen 
they came and looked down, and see- 
ing that he was not yet dead, they be- 
gan to drop stones upon him, stone 
after stone. Amid this horrible rain 
of missiles, Stephen clambers up on 

his knees and folds his hands, while 

the blood drips from his temples to his 
cheeks, from his cheeks to his gar 

ments, from his garments to the 
ground; and then, looking up, he 

makes two prayers—one for himself 

and for murderers “Lord 

Jesus, receive my spirit;” that was for 
himself. “Lord, lay not this to 
their charge:” that was for his assail- 

ants. Then, pain and of 
blood, he swooned away and fell asleep. 
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While you long to join their compan 
jonship, and the years and the days go 
with such tedium that they break your 

heart, and the viper of pain and sorrow 

and bereavement keep gnawing at your 

vitals, you stand still, like Stephen, gaz 
ing into Heaven. You wonder if they 
have changed since you saw them last. 
You wonder if they would recognize 
your face now, so changed has it been 
with trouble. You wonder if, amid 
the myriad delights they have, they 
care as much for you as they used to 
when they gave you a helping hand 
and put their shoulder under your bur- 
deas. You wonder if they look any 
older, and sometimes in the evening- 
tide, when the house is all quiet, you 
wonder if you should call them by 
their first name if they would not ape 
swer, and perhaps sometimes you do 
make the ¢ ment, and when noone 
but God and yourself are there you 
distinetly call their names and Hsten, 
and sit gazing into Heaven. 

Pass on now, and see Stephen look. 
ing upon Christ. My text says he saw 
the Son of Man at the right hand of 
God. Just how Christ looked in this 
world, just how Me looks in Heaven, 
we cannot say. A writer in the time 
time of Christ says, describing the 
Saviour's a ce, that He 
had blue eyes and t complexion, 
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suppose it was all guesswork, The 

painters of the different ages have 
tried to imagine the features of Christ 
and put them upon canvas, but we will 

have to wait until with our own eyes 

wo soe Him and with our own ears we 
can hear Him. And yet there is a way 

of seeing and hearing Him now, I 
have to tell you that unless you see 
and hear Christ on earth, you will never 
sce and hear Him in Heaven. Look! 
There He is. Behold the Lamb of God. 
Can you not see Him? Then pray 
to God to take the scales off your eyes. 
Look that way--try to look that 
way. His voice comes down to you 
this day-—comes down to the blindest, 
to the deafest soul, saying: ‘Look 

unto Me, all ye ends of the earth, and 
be saved, for I am God, and there 
is none else. Proclamation of 
universal emaneipation for all 
slaves. Proclamation of universal 
amnesty for all rebels. Belshazzar 
gathered the Babylonish nobles to his 
table, George I. entertained the lords 
of England at a banquet, Napoleon IIL 
welcomed the czar of Russia ani the 
Sultan of Turkey to his feast, the em- 
peror of Germany was glad to have our 
minister, George Bancroft, sit down 
with him at his table, but tell me, ye 
who know most of the world's history, 
what other king ever asked the aban- 
doned and the forlorn and the wretched 
and the outcast to come and sit beside 
him? 

Oh, wonderful invitation! You ean 
take it to-day, and stand at the head of 
the darkest alley in any city, and say: 
“Come? Clothes for your rags, salve for 

your sores, a throne for your eternal 

reigning.” A Christ that talks like that, 
and acts like that, and pardons like 
that —do you wonder that Stephen 
stood looking at Him? I hope to spend 
eternity doing the same thing. I must 
see Him; I must look upon that face 
once clouded with my sin, but now 

radiant with my pardon. I want to 

touch that hand that knocked off my 
I want to hear that voice 

whieh pronounced my deliverance. Be- 

will see none so fair. Behold Him, ye 
aged for He only can shine 
through the dimmness of your failing 

eyesight. Behold Him, earth. Behold 

Him, Heaven. What a moment when 

all the nations of the saved shall gath- 
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phers who knew not so much about sci 

girl. Today 
he talks to all the millions of Christen 

dom about the wonders of justification 
and the glories of resurrection. John 
Wesley was howled down by the mob 

to whomn he preached, and they threw 
bricks at him, and they denounced him, 
and they jostled him, and they spat 
upon him, and yet to-day, in all lands, 
he is admitted to be the great father 

of Methodism. Booth's bullet vacated 
the presidential chair; but from that 
spot of coagulated blood on the floor in 
the box of Ford's theater there sprang 
up the new life of a nation. Stephen 
stoned, but Stephen alive. 

Pass on now and see Stephen in his 
dying prayer. His first thought was 
not how the stones hurt his head, nor 
what would become of his body. His 
first thought was about his spirit. 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” The 
murderer standing on the trap door, 
the black cap being drawn over his 
head before the execution, may grim- 
ace about the future, but you sad I 
have no shame in confessing some anx- 
lety about where we are going to come 
out. You are not all body. There is 
withiz Jou a soul. 1 see it gleam from 
your eyes, and I see it irradiating your 
countenance. 

I do not eare what you do with my 
body when my soul is gofle, or whether 
you believe in cremation or inhumas- 
tion. I shall sleep just as well in 
a wrapping of sackcloth ae in sutin 
lined with eagle's down. But my soul 
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«=bhefore this day passes I will ind ont 
where it will land. Thank God for the 
intimation of my text, that when we 
die Jesus takes us. That answers all 
questions for me. What though there 
were massive bars between here and 
the city of light. Jesus eould remove 
them, What though there were 
great Baharas of darkness, Jesus 

could illume them. What though 
I get weary on the way, Christ 
could lift me on His omnipotent 
shoulder. What though there were 
chasms to eross, his hand eould trans 
port me. Then let Stephen's prayer be 
my dying litany: “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” It may be in that hour we 
will be too feeble to say a long prayer. 
It may be in that hour we will not be 
able to say the “Lord's Prayer,” for it 
has seven petitions. Perhaps we may 
be too feeble even to say the infant 
prayer our mothers taught us, which 
John Quiney Adams, 70 years of age, 
said every night when he put his head 
upon his pillow: 

Now 1 lay me down to sleep, 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep. 

We may be too feeble to employ 
either of these familiar forms; but this 
prayer of Stephen's is so short, is so 
eoncise, is so earnest, is so comprehen 

sive, we surely will be able to say that: 
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Oh, if 
that prayer is answered, how sweet it 
will be to die! This world is elever 
enough to us. Perbaps it has treated 
us a great deal better than we deserve 

to be treated; but if on the dying pil- 
low there should break the light of that 
better world, we shall have no more 

regret about leaving a small, dark, 

damp house for one large, beautiful 
and eapacious. That dying minister 

in Philadelphia some years ago beau- 
tifully depicted it, when, in the last 
moment, he threw up his hands and 

cried out: “I move into the light™ 
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may be this year one bereavement, the 
next another bereavement. Before this 
year has passwd you may have to beg 
for bread, or ask for a scuttle of coal, 
or a pair of shoes: but at the last Christ 
will come in and darkness will go out. 
And though there may be no hand to 
close your eyes, and no breast on which 
to rest your dying head, and no eandle 
to lift the night, the odors of God's 
hanging garden will regale your soul, 
and at your bedside will halt the 
chariots of the King. No more rents 
to pay, no more agony because flour 
has gone up, no more struggle with 
“the world, the flesh, and the devil!” 
but peace-—long, deep, everlasting 
peace. Stephen asleep! 

Asleep in Jeans, blessed sleep, 
From which none ever wake 10 weep; 
A calm and undisturbed repose, 
Uninjured by the inst of foes 

Asleep in Jesus, far from thee 
Thy kirdred and thelr graves may be; 
But thers is still a blessed sleep, 
From which nene ever wake to weep. 

You have seen enough for one morn- 
ing. No one can successfully examine 
more than five pioturesin aday. There- 
fore, we stop, having seen this cluster 
of Divine Raphaels—Stephen gazing 
into Heaven: Stephen looking at Christ; 
Stephen stoned; Stephen in his dying 
prayer; Btephen aaleep. 
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Dr. Greene's Nervura a Protection Against 
Premature Death. 
Nerves ard Pure Blood. 

In the death of great and gifted | the nerves and purify and enrich 
men and women, who have filled 
the public mind and who are held 

remems- 
brances, how many have gone be- 

oo causecthey were 
“worked out?” 

Value of Vigorous 

the blood when both become 
weakened, and to prevent, if taken 
in time, such relapse of physical 
force. He succeeded to such an 
extent that Dr. Greene's Nervura 
blood and nerve remedy has gained 
a world-wide reputation through 
its wonderful cures and the bene. 
fits it has conferred on the thou 
sands who have used it. In his 
study of this subject he has also 
become the leading authority on 
blood and nervous ailments, and 
so is sought as physician by peo- 
ple everywhere. He charges no 
fee for his opinion, and can con- 
[sequently be consulted, free of 

charge, by letter or 
in person.   
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VIA LOCK BAVEN EASTWARD. 
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charge in regard to any case, per- 
sonally or by letter. 

  

EDUCATE YOURSELP iiss: AXDE % Seno | rT A 

four y 
a for Catalogue 

  

Baby Mine! TH Fei STATE (LEE 
Every mother 

feels an inde- 

scribable dread iow. 

of the pain and 

attend- | danger 

ant the 

most critical pe- 

riod of her life. 

Becoming a 
mother should be 

a of joy 

to but the 

suffering 
the ordeal 

anticipation one of 

upon 

source 
all, 

danger of make 
its 

is the remedy which relieves 
women of the great pain and suf- 
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LEADING DEPARTMENTS of STUDY 
AGRICULTURE AGRICULTURF 
CHEMIST BY 

BIOLOGY 
& BOTANY and HORTICULTURE 
i. CHEMISTRY 

CIVIL ENGINEERING 
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING 

5. «MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
MINING ENGINEERING 
HISTORY and POLITICAL SCIENCR 
INDUSTRIAL AKT AND DESIGN 
LANGUAGE and LITERATURE 

Spanish and Italian, (optional) 
German and English, (reg 

MATHEMATICS and ASTRONOMY 
10. MECHANICAL ARTS; combining shop 

work with study 
MENTAL and MORAL SCIENCE 

. MILITARY SCIENCE theoretical and prac 
tieal 

DePARTMENT 

and 

Latin 
French 

Fall term opens September 12 
coyrses four years 
foMnation, address 

GRO. W, ATHERTON, LL. D., president 

State College, Centre County. Pa 

1%. Regular 
For catalogue or other in 

The New England Mutual 

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF BOSTON, MASS. 

| S10C,000.000 Ins, In Toree. $25,000,000 of Assetts 

00000000 

CHARTERED IX 18% 
| obviated by the use of Mother's | The oldest and most conservative and scon 
| Friend. Jt is a blessing to woman, 

| 81.00 PER BOTTLE at all Drug Stores, 
or sent by express on receipt of price. 

Containing invaluable information of 
interest to all women, will be sent 
to any sodress, upon application, by 

The BRADFIELD REGULATOR C0., Atlanta, Ga. 

WALL PAPER. 

Do you expeet to do any papering * We will 

send you free a large selection of samples 

from 3 cents per roll up, all new colorings and 

novelties up to date. WE PAY THE FREIGHT. 

We want an agent In every town to sell on 

commission from large sample books, No capi 

tal required, For samples or particulars, ad: 

reas S. WOLF, 
T6758 Ninth Ave, N.Y. Oity, 

    

omieal company in the United States. Has 
never diverged from the original purpose of 
Lite Insurance. Issues no deceptive speonls 
tive policies, but maintains (t's plea for pure 
Life Insurance, Life, Endowment and Term 
slictes<all with large dividends paid annual 

¥, commencing with first year, This company 
is governed by the Non Forfeiture Laws of 
Massachusetts, which are acknowleged the 
best in the U.S. We tnvite comparisons 

Roburt PF. ETunter, 

Distriet Manager, BELLEFONTE, PA. 
A ———— 
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and FEATHER RENOVATING _o 
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PETER MENDIS, Bellefonte, Pa, 

ENTRE COUNTY BANKING CO, 
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Arrive al Snow Shoe 

Leave Snow Shae 

Arrive at Bellefonte 

RINSON 03 
Manager Pass Agt 

THE CENTRAL BEAILKOAD OF PEXXNA 

Time Table clive Nov. 16, 18 
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{ * Daily tf Week Days, § 6:00 p 

: 55 a. m. Sunday 
| Philadelphia Sleeping Car attached to east 
| bound train from Williams sort at 11:30 p.m, 
and west bound from Philadel shia at) Mp. m 

J. W. GEPHART, 
General Supt 

m. Sanday 
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ONTE CENTRAL 
To take efloct Feb 

WRETWARD 

| Sonn RAILROAD 
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Huanters 
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Rrialy 5 3 
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5 & 2 00 

Morning trains from Montandon, Lewisburg 
Williamsport, Lock Haven and Tyrone, con. 
feet with train No. 2 for State College. After 
noon trains from Montandon, Lewisburg, Wi 
lamsport, Lock Haven and Tyrone conpect 
with fn No. 5 for State College. Trains from 
State College connect with Penn's. Railroad 

{oy tite at and went, 
oi on bk % except Sunday. 

f Monday only. * argay only. 
F. 0. Thomas, Supt. 

~ >{BEEZER Si 

MEAT MARKET 
Allegheny St., Bellefonte, Pa. 

We keep none but the best quality 
RY rm 

BEEF PORK and MUTTON 
All kinds of Smoked Meat, Sliced 

if bids    


