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CONGRESS RECONVENES.| 
Senate Passes a Bill Restrioting 

the Death Penalty. 

WIPING OUT OLD BLUE 

Of Sixty Offenses for Which the Death Pen 

alty Was Prescribed, but Five Now He- 

main-—Another Radieal Resolution Re. 

garding the War in Cuba, 

WASHINGTON, Fan. 6. ~The senate yes 

terday passed the house bill abolishing 
the death penalty in a large number of 
eases. The measure is in the line of re- 

cont state laws abolishing capital punish | 
ment, and applies the same principle to | 

change is | federal offenses, although the 
nat extended to a total abolition of the 
death penalty. The present laws, which 
have comedown from colonial times, have | 
a sanguinary aspect, and prescribe death 

for sixty offenses of varisus character 
The bill passed yesterday reduces these 
offenses to flve—treason, rape, murder 

and two offenses applicable to the army 
and navy. Inall other offenses hard labor 
for life substituted as the maximum 

punishment, and even in cases of murder 

and rape hard labor may be substituted 
if the jury states in its verdict *“‘without 
capital punishment.’ 
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Minister Willis Reported Dying. 

Yaxcovven, B. ( A Honolulu 

correspondent, writing of Dee 
E8, says that United States Minicier Wil 

lis, who has suffering from pneu 
monin for some time given up 

by his physicians. For three days previous 
to the dispatoh of the letter Mr. Willis 

death was hourly expected 
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Queen Vietoria May Abdieats, 

Loxpox, Jan. 6.-The Westminster Ga 
potte gives prominence to a report that 
Queen Victoria has decided to commem- 
orate the fact that she has enjoyed the 

longest reign in English history by abdi 
eating in favor of the Prince of Wales 

Death of General Francis A, Walker, 

Bogrex, Jan. 6.—General Francis A 

Walker, president of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, and widely 
known as 8 politioal economist, died yes 
torday, aged 06. 
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Kent County Republicans Organize an 

Iadependent Legisinture, 

Dover, Del, Jan. 6. ~The Delaware leg- 
Islature was organized yesterday amid 
confusion and turmoil. The seven Kent 
county Republicans, against whose con- 
tost for seats the court of errors and ap- 
peals on Monday decided, were denied 
recognition, and after 

| the Republicans left the hall and organ- 
{ fod a “'ramp’’ house at the Hotel Rich- 
ardson There elected Dr. 1 C. 

Moore speaker and Charles Hastings 
clerk. After notifying the senate that 

| tney were ready to recelve any communi- 

| cation from that and recelving no 

reply, the body adjourned to meet next 
Friday afternoon. The regular house 
elected E. B. Riggin speaker 
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publican county committee. When they 
appealed to the Republican senators to re 
tire from the hall and organize another 

body Senators Pearce and John M. C 
Moore refused to do although it is 
charged that they had agreed to do so in 

case Senator J. Frank Allee, of Kent, 
not recognized 
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Twenty Convicts Pardoned, | 

Stuixariern, His, Governor 
Altgeld yesterday pardoned twenty cons i 

victs, twelve of whom were charged with | 
murder he of the latter | 
ranged from short terms for manslaughter 
to imprisonment for life for murder in the | 

first degree the reason given by the 
governor for the issuance of the pardons | 
was that they were recommended by the 
state's attorneys of the counties repre 
son ted. i 
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ExGovernment Official Indleted, ] 

Wasnixa1ox, Jan, 5.—~The grand jury | 
yosterday filed three indictments for em- 
bezzlemont agaist Francia J. Kleckhofer, 
formerly chief of the bureau of accounts 
in the state department. Kileekhofer was 
dismissed Oot. 90, 1806, when irregularities | 
In his accounts were discovered. The 
shortages will aggregate $150,000, 

a frultless protest | 
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