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A KIND WORD. 

It 18 a Powerful Weapon Against | 
Bvil Doing. 

1 

| 

Sarcasm and Retort Fan the Flame of Bit- | 
torness, but a Soft Answer Turneth 

Away Wrath-—We Cannot Chase 

Down Slander, Wo Must 

Live It Down, 

Ie his latest Washington sermon Dr. 

Talmage preached the doctrine of 
kindness and urged his hearers to fol- 

low in the footsteps of Christ and for | 

give their enemies. His text was 
Proverbs 25: 15: “A soft tongue break- 

eth the bone." 
When Solomon said this he drove a 

whole volume into one phrase. You, of 
course, will not be so silly as to take 

the words of the text in a literal 
sense. They simply mean to set forth 
the fact that there is a tremendous 

power in a kind word. Although it 

may seem to be very insignificant, ita 

force is indescribable and illlmitable. 

Pungent and all-conquering utterance: 

“A soft tongue breaketh the bone.” 

If 1 had tinte I would show you 

kindness as a of defense, as a 

means of usefulness, kindness as a 

means of domestic harmony, kindness 

as best employed by governments for 

the taming and curing of criminals, 

and kindness as best adapted for the 
settling and adjusting of international 

quarrel; but I shall eall your attention 
only to two of these thoughts, 
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ut,” yoa say, “what are we to de 

when slanders assault us, and there 

come acrimonious sayings all around 

about us, and we are abused and spit 

gpou?’ My reply is: Do not go and at- 

tempt to chase down the slanderers. 
Lies are prolific, and while you are 
killing one, 50 are born. All your 
demonstrations of indignation only 

gxhaust yourself. You might as well, 
on some summer night when the 
swarms of insects are coming up from 
the meadows and disturbing you and 

Alsturbing your family, bring up some 

great “swamp angel,” like that which 

thundered over Charleston, and try to 

shoot them down. Tho game Is too 

small for the gun 

Hut what, then, ave you to do with 

the abuses that come upon you in life? 

You are to live them down! Isawa 

farmer go out and got hack & swarm of 

bees that had wandered off from the 

hive. As he moved amid them they 

buzzed around lls head, and buzzed 
around his bands, and buzzed around   

  

ils feet. If ho hd killed one of thet 

vey would have stung him to death. 

Hut he moved in their midst in perfect 

placldity until he had 
swarm of wandering bees. And so | 
juve seen men moving amid the annoy- 
ances, and the vexations, and the 
assaults of life 
tian deliberation that all the buz 

zing around their souls amounted to 

nothing. They conquered them, and, 
above all, they conquered themsdlves 
‘Oh,” you say, ‘that's a 
theory to preach on a hot 

it won't work.” It will 

has worked. 1 believe it 

Christiun grace we wi You known 
there fruits which we gather 

June, and others in July, and others in 
August, and others in September, and 
still others in October; and I have to 

admit that this grace of Christian for- 
giveness is about the last fruit of the 

Christian soul. We hear a great deal 
about the bitter tongue, and the sarcas- 

tic tongue, and the quick tongue, and 

the stinging tongue; but we know very 

little about ‘the soft tongue that break- 

eth the bone.” Weread Hubibras, and 

Sterne, and Dean Swift, and the other 

apostles of acrimony, but give litt 
time to studying the example of Him 
who was reviled, and yet reviled not 

again, Oh that the Lord, by His spirit, 

would endow all with ‘the soft 

tongue that breaketh the bone,” 

I pass now to the other thought that 
I desire to present, and that is kind 

ness as a means of In al 
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her kindness, and that little 
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are se cheap, it Is a wonder we do 

not use them oftener. There are 

tens of thousands of people in these 
cities who are dying for the lack of 

kind word. There Is a business 
man who has fought against trouble 
until he is perfectly exhausted. He 
is thinking about forgery, about rob» 
bery, about suleide. Go to that busi. 
ness man, Tell him that better times 

that is 

ords 

one 

| are coming, and tell him that you 
yourself were in a tight business pass, 
and the Lord delivered you. Tell him 
to put his trust in God. Tell him that 
Jesus Christ stands beside every busi 
ness man in his perplexition. Tell him 
ol the sweet promises of God's com 
forting grace. 

That man Is dylog for the lack of 
just one kind word. Go tomorrow and 
utter that one saving, oranipotent, kind 
word, Here Is a soul that has been 
swamped in sin. He wants to find the 
light of the gospel. He feols like a 
shipwrecked mariner looking ont over 
the beash, watehing for a sail against 
the sky. Oh, bear down on him. Teil 

| to him, that though 
| great sinner, there is a great Saviour 

captured the | Teli him that though his | 

in such calm, Chris | 
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him that the Lord waits to be gracious 

he has been a 

provided. 
sins are as scarlet, they shall be as 
snow; though they are red like erimson, 
they shall be as wool. That man is 
dying forever for the lack of one kind 
word. 

There used to be sung at a great 

many of the pianos all through the 
country a song that has almost died 
out. 1 wish somebody would start it 
again in our local circles. There may 

not have been very exquisite art in the 

music, but there was a grand and 

glorious sentiment: 

Kind words never die, never di 

Cherished and blessed 

Oh, that we might in our families and 

in our churches try the force of kind- 
ness, You can never drive men, wo- 

men, or children into the kingdom of 

God. A March northeaster will bring 

out more honeysuckles than fretful- 

ness and scolding will ever bring out 

Christian grace. I wish that in all our 

religious work we might be saturated 
with the spirit of kindness. Missing 
that, we miss a great deal of useful 

ness. There is no need of coming out 

before men and thundering to them 

the law unless at the same time you 

preach to them the gospel. The world 
is dying for lack of kindness. 

These young people want It just as 
much as the old. The old people some- 

times seem to think they 
monopoly of the rheumatisms, and the 

neuralgias, and the headaches, and the 

physical disorders of the world; but I 
tell you there are no worse heartacl 

than are felt by of these young 
peo Do you that much of 

} by the young? 
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He put off his offi rol He put 

on the gard a miller. He 

to the village where that trial was 

to take place. He entered the court 

room. He somehow got empaneled as 

one of the jurors. The bribes came 

around, and the man gave ten pieces 
of gold to the other jurors, but as this 

was only a poor miller the briber gave 

to him only five pleces of gold. A ver 

dict was brought in rejecting the right 

of this returned brother. He was t 
have no share in the inheritance 

“Hold! my Lord,” sald the miller 

“Hold! we are not all agreed on this 

verdict. These other men have re 

ceived ten pleces of gold in bribery und 

I have received only five.” “Who are 
you? Where do you come from?” sald 
the judge on the bench. The response 

was: “I am from Westminster Hall; 

my name is Matthew Hale, Lord Chief 

| Justios of the king's bench. Off of 
| that place, thou villain!” And so the 

injustice was balked, and so the young 

| man got his inheritance. 

it was all for another that Sir Mat. 

| thew Hale took off his robe and put on 

the garb of a miller. And so Christ 
| took off His robe of royalty and put on 

| the attire of our humanity, and in that 

| disguise Ho won our eternal portion, 
| Now are we the sons of God. Joint 
heirs! We went off from home sure 
enough, but we got back in time to re- 
colve our ¢ inheritance. And if 
Christ was so kind to us, surely we can 
afford to be kind to each other. 
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HE IS A TIMBER KING, 

| | Eanwyer Llewellyn Powers, Republican 
Candidate Vor Governor of Maine. 

Llowellyn Powers, who has been nomi- 
nated by the Republicans for governor of 
Maine, 18 a wealthy lawyer and the owner 
of many thousands of acres of timber land. 
He comes from a bg family. The Powers 

{ boys are known ull over the state, for of 
tho eight brothers six of them are lawyers, 

{ and three of them have served in the state 
legislature, 

Llewellyn Powers was born in a log 
house in Pittsfield mmerset county, and 

ved there until he was 8 years old. He 
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ticket headed by Wiltze of reconstruction 
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Governor Wiltze, he svocooded to the gue 

| bernatorial chair, 
In 1884 ho headed the state ticket and 

| was cleoted governor, serving until 18-8, 
when ho was appointed a justice of the 

| state supreme court. In 1562 he was 
| again nominated for governor, but wasde- 
forte by M. J. Foster, the antilot cans 
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IMASS OF ULCERS 
Four years ago, Mrs. Markham, of 

First Street, Albany, N. Y., suffered | 

from a mass of ulcers, which had eaten | 

their way to the bone, She used 

DR, DAVID KENNEDY'S 

FAVORITE REMEDY 
aud the ulcers all healed up, and but a 

few scars left to show 

fered. 
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