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New YOrk, Sept. 20.—In his ser
for today Rev. Dr. Talmage discusses a
subject which is of special interest t
Sunday school teachers and scholars at
the present time, being Gide
with the Midianites near Mount i
The text chosen was Judges vii, 20,
‘“*And the three companies blew
trumpets, and brake the pit
held the lamps in their left
the trumpets in their right hauds t
withal. And they stood
his place round al
the host ran and cried and fled.”’
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get down on all fours and drink, then
they are to be pronouuced lazy and in
competent for the campaign, but if,
passing through the stream, they scoop
up the water in the palm of their hand
and drink and pass on they are to be
the men sel d for the battle.

Well, the 10,000 men marched down
in the stream, and the of them
come down on all fours and plange their
mouths like a horse or into the
water and drink, but there are 300 men
who, instead of stooping, just dip
palm of their hands in the water
bring it to their lips, ‘‘lapping it
dog lappeth.’’ Those
enthusiastic men are chosen for the
campaign. They are each to take a
trumpet in the right hand, and a pitcher
in the left hand, and a the
pitcher, and then at a given signal they
are to blow the trumpets, and throw
down the pitchers, and hold up the
lamps. So it was done.

It is night. I see a great host of Mid-
ianites sound asleep in the valley of
Jezreel. (Gideon comes up with his 8300
picked men, and when everything is
ready the signal is given, and they blow

ed
But
t, and so he ord
muarch

mmands Gideon to notice

5 theso 10,

down through a

n drink of the
)

most
an ox
ﬁ:w‘
and

as a

300 brisk, rapid,

lamp inside

d 22,000 of them |
10,000 | men of Gide

they ‘

in |

the trumpets, and they throw down the |

pitchers, und hold up the lamps, and
the great host of Midianites, waking

of God lty(lu.\‘ anon
tho whole earth for

in the kingdom

(ru.‘; # O conqguer
Christ if we only had gkillful m
ing. 1 would rather bave the 4(
and pitchers of Christi
than 100,000 drawn sword

nenvi
i
and ecolesi cal combnt
Hopoe In n Fow,
I learn fron
small part of
have to do all

eon's an

y this #ul
the
8 $1
82,000 mu«
l}l‘:"\‘l"‘
was bira
only 300. 1
the Christian
to do the }
bership of
that 60 p«
membershi
find that
are scol
three po
We m

You kn
drones ) AT
it is. Iwould

rather )
n than tl
many Chn
! I Y WAY |
think it is the duty of
to ride them, and
does it the « ker it d
Do
have to
work. You had better t}
he has called you tobe one
men rather than to bel

over

not
do more than your

f the i
ng to the h
of stragglers. Would not you rather
the 300 that fight
000 that ran? I suppose those cowar
Gideonites who went off

They said :

one of than the
lly
congratulated
Al“‘\r’
not
[hat
But they got none
the victe After the
0 men went down and took

themselves.
all that fig
lucky we
us nothing
of the sp« of
battle the §
the wealth of the Midianites,
of the cups and
they feasted. And the time
my dear brethren,
darkness will be routed,
say to his troops:
men, G and
more than conquerors forever
that day all deserters will be shot
Again, I learn from
different fx

got rid of
How

battle costs

wa?

18
of ry

and

will come,
¢

} ¢+
hosts of

when the b
and Christ will
“Well done, my brave

t spoils. Be

And in

take the

uj

s subject that
G but
is always the

planning of

taken the
belonged to
have drilled

up and down by
month, and we

1's way is man's,

e U2

out of a sound sleep, take the crash of | ®quipped with swi

the crockery and the glare of the lamps | 108 to th
for the coming on of an overwhelming | and then we would

foe, and they run and cut themselves
to pieces and horribly perish,

The lessons of this subject are very
spirited and im pressive. This
g vaemss lump of quartz has

seaming- | Weapons, and

o 1 preehr-did™

e way of arming

vould have n
down in solid column
But that is not

the army,

the way. God
and takes aw 2y all their

ives them a lamp, and a

re gold in it. The smallest dewdrop | Y0 80 down and drive out the Midian-

on the meadow at night has a star
sleeping in its bosom, and the r

of Scripture has in

(1o0d’s

significant passage
it a shining truth.
small change

I lear

mint coins no

gem
greates
Ingtom «
the fa
way they
falling back
times breaking ot
times cros
rafts, all t!
forces in w
tﬂ' l]\;?,l

Youn trateg)
itary affa Now I think it is higl
time we had this art sanctified and spir
itnalized. In the churel wo are
about to make a Christia anlt,
send word to the
we expect to ¢ . how
we hay

when

many troops
and how many rounds of shot,
with artil

and whet] will come

lery, infantry or cavalry, and of course
we are There th

of men who might be surprised into the
kingdom of God. We need m tact
and ingennity in Christian work. It is
in spiritual affairs as in military, that
success depends in attacking that part
of the castle which is not armed and
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instance, here is & man all armed
on of election. All his
troops of argument and prejudice are at
that particular gate. You may batter
away at that side of the castle for 560
years, and you will not take it, but jost
wheel your troops to the side gate of
the heart's affections, and in five min-
utes you capture him. I never knew a
man to be saved through a brilliant ar-
gument, Yon cannot he men-into tl
kingdom of God by the h of adi
lemma. There is o grace in syllogisms
Hero is a on the subject of
perseverance of the saints. He does not
believe in it. Attack bim at that point,
and he will persevere to the very last in
not believing it. Here is a man armed
on the subject of baptism. He believes
in sprinkling imm All your
discussion of slastical hydropathy
will not change bim. I remember w
I was » boy that with other boys I went
into the river on a summer day to bathe
and we used to dash water on each oth
er, but vever got any result except that
our were blinded, and all this
splashing of water betwoeen Baptists
and Pedobaptists never results in any
thing but the blurring of the spiritual
eyesight. In other words, you can never
eapture o man's soul at thoe point at
which he is especially intrenched. But
there is in every man’s heart a bolt that
can bo easily shoved. A little child 4
yoars old may touch that bolt, and s
will spring back, and the will
swing open, and Christ will come in

I think that the finest of all the fine
arts is the art of doing good, and yet
this art is the least cultured. We have
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I can lift in my hand-—instead of the
Bible the child can carry to Sanday
school, instead of the Bible the
sailor can put
Rgoes to sea—if it
to write it would have been a thousand
volumes, judging from the amount of
controversy which
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ful. His child falls from a third story
window and has its life dashed out, His
most confident investme tumbles him
into bankraptey. His friends, on whom
he depended, aid the natural force of
gravitation in taking him down., His
lifo is a Bull Run defeat. Instead of
82,000 advantages he has only 10,000
Aye, only 300-aye, none at all. How
many good people there are at their
wits' end about their livelihood, about
their repotation? Buat they will find ont
it is the best way after awhile, God
will show them that ho deplotes their
advantages just for the same reason he
depleted the army of Gideon-~that they
may be induced to throw themeselves on
his mercy.
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voice of prayer floated amid that ta-
pestry. No shadow of a judgment day
darkened that fresco. No tear of human
gympathy dropped upon that npholstery
Pomp strutted the hall, and dise ion
filled her cup, and all seemed safe as
the Midianites in the valley of Jezreel
But God Calamity smote the
mouey market. The partridge left its
eges unhatched. Orash went all the
poreelain pitchers! Rain, rout, dismay
and woe in the valley of Jezreel!
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The Trick by Which the
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Kerpents Are
Danger.
Snake dealers in South America have
a fine contempt for their squirming and
venomous wares, though it is sometimes
difficult to induce ship captains to
carry them as |
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An Bocouraging Test on the Day Follow
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Dr. Whitney, a physician living on
Wilson avenue, claims that he himself
was drowned at one period of his life,
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wanter know if the price of terbacker
hasriz. 1 wanter know what moon-
shine whisky is wuth down in Knox-
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them dodrotted rovenow fellers lately, I
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move on me! If you've got that sort o'
news, stranger, spit ‘er out and make
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my thinkin'!" —Detroit Free ¢
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