* KEY. DR. TALMAGE.

'THE BROOKLYN DIVINE'S SUN.

DAY SERMON

Subject: “God Among the Birds”

Trxr: “Behold the fowls of the air!"—
Matthew vi., 26.

There is silence now in all onr January
forests, except as the winds whistle through
the bare branches. Our northern woords
are deserted concert halle, The organ lofts
in the temple of nature are hymnless. Trees
which were full of carol and chirp and chant
are now waiting for the coming back of
rich plumes and warbling voices, solos,
duets, quartetes, cantatas and Te Deums.
But the Bible is full of birds at all seasons,
and proohets and patriots and apostles, and
Christ Himself, employ them for moral and
religious purposes. My text is an extract
from the sermon on the mount, and perbaps
it was at a moment when a flock of birds
flew past that Christ waved His hand toward
them and said, “Bebold the fow!s of the air!”
And so ig this course of sermons on God
everywhere I preach to you this third ser-
mon concerning the Ornithology of the
Bible: or, God Among the Birds,

Most of tho other sciences you may study
or not study as you please, Use vour owp
Judgment, exerci® your own taste, But
abuut this science of ornithology we have
no option. The divine command is positive
when it says in my tex!, “*Bebold the fowls
of the air!” That is, stuiv their habits
Examine their colors. Notice their speed.
Bee the hand of God in their construction.
It is easy for me to obey the command of

the text, for I was brought up among the |

| ¢ty

race of wings and from boyhood heard their
matins at sunrise and their vespers at sun-
set,

Their nests have been to me a fascination,
and my satisfaction is that [ never robbed
one of them any more than I would steal a
child from a cradle, for a bird is a child of
the sky, and its nest is the cradle, T are
almost humanp, for they have thelr loves and
hates, affinities and ¢
joy and grief, hav
jnstinet, wage war !
bave a languag their own and pow
association., Tl d for birds |
full of them! : to ex
derstand the Bil we study
history. 5
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though bas extraordinary headdress; |

the stork; the ossifrage, that always

bad a habit of dropping on a stone the turtle

it had lifted and =0 ki it for food, and

on one occasion mistook the bald head of

Zschylus, the Greek | for a white stone,

and dropped a an it Killing the
Greek; the cuckoo, with ted

nd crimson throat and wings soow

but too |

id 50 baving ti
ggs in nests bel
usjay, the grot
the kingfisher, the pelican, which is the cary- |
cature of all the featherad creation ; the owl,
the goldfinch, the bittern, the bharrier, the
bulbul, the osprey; the vulture, that kiug of
geavengers, with neck covered with repulsive
down instead of attractive feathers;thelquar-
relsome starling; the swallow fiylag a milea
minute and sometimes ten hours in succes-
sion; the beron, the quail the peacock, the os-
trich, the lark, the crow, the kite, the bat,
the blackbird and many others, with all
colory, all sounds, all styles of flight, ali
bhabite, all architecturs of nests, Jeaving
nothing wanting in suggestiveness. They
were at the creation piaced all around on
the rocks and in the trees and on the ground |
to serenade Adam's arrival, Toey took
their places on Friday, as toe first man was
made on Saturday. Whatever else he had
or did not have, he should have music, The
first sound that struck the human ear was a
gird's voice,

Yes, Christian geology—for you know
there is a Christian geology as well as an in
fidel geology—Christian geology comes in
and belps the Bible show what we owe to
the bird creation. Before the human recs
came into this world the world was
by reptiles and by all sorts of destructive
monsters—millions of creatures, loathsome
and hideous, God sent buge birds to clear
the earth of thess creatures bLefore Adam
and Eve were create ], The remaing of these
birds bave been found unbeddei in th
rocks. The skeleton. of one eagle has been
found twenty feet in beizht and fifty feet
from tip of wing to tip of wing, Many ar-
mies of beaks and claws were necessary to
ciear the earth of creatures that would have
destroyed tae huwman race with one olip, |
like to find this barmony of revelation and |
science, and to have demonstrat }d that the
God who made the world made the Bible, |

Moses, the greatest lawyer of all time and
a great man for facts, bad enough senti-
ment and stry and musical tasty to wel-
come the illuminated wings anl the voioes
divinely drilled into the first chapter of |
Genises. How should Noah, the old ship- |
carpenter, 00 {-‘nrd ol age, flnd out wlien
the world was fit again for buman resilence
after the universal freshet? A bird wiil |
tell, and nothing else can, No man can
come down from the mountain to ilavite |
Noah and his family out to terra firma, for
the mountains wers subinerged.  Asa bird
first bheralded the human race into the
world, now a bird will help the humaa race
back to the world that had shipped o sea
that whelmed everything.

Noah stands on Sunday morning at the
window of the ark, in his band a ooving
dove, %0 gentie, so lunocent, so affectionate,
and be said: “"Now, my little dove, fly away
over these waters, explore and come baok
and tell us whether it 4 safe to land.” After
s Jong flight it returned hungry and weary
and wet, and by its loois and manners sald
to Noah and bis famiiy: * Fbe world is not
fit for you to disembark.,” Noah waited a
week, and next Buuday morning ho let the
dove fly again for a secow * exploration, and
Bunday cvening it came back with a leaf
that bad the mgn of just having been
plucked from a living fruit tres, and the
bird reported the worid would do 'Ol'ﬂﬂ;z
well for a bird to live in, but not yet su
clently recovered for human resitence,

Noah waited another week, and pext Sun-
day morning he sent out the dove on the
third exploration, but 1t returned not, for it
found the world »o attractive now it did not
want to be caged sgain, and then the
emigrants from the antediluvian world
landed, It was a bird that told them when
to take possession of the rosuscitated planet,
8o the human race were saved by a bird’s
'iu&. for, attempting to land too soon, they
w have perished,

Aye, here comes & whole flock of doves—
rock dover, ring doves, stock doves—ani
they make ‘saian think of great revivals
and great awakesings when souls fly for
shelter like » flock of pigeons swooping to
the openiog of a pigeon coon, and he ories
out, “Who are thess that 1y as doves to
their windows?” David, with Saul after
himw, and flying from cavern to cavern, com-
pares himself to a desrt partridge, 3 bird
which m‘lly haunts rocky Wa:h:'d
boys bunters to this day take it
with sticks, for the partridge runs rether
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~ursnere, ®avy, ' am hunted as n nartrides
on the mountalne” Npeaking of his forlorn
condition, he says, *‘I am like a peolioan in
the wilderness,” Desoribing his loneliness,
he sayg, **I am a vwallow alone on the house-
ton.” Hezekiah, in the emaciation of his
siokness, compares himself to a crane, thin
and wasted, Joh had so much trouble he
could not sleep nights, aad he describes his
insomnin by saving, **I am a companion to
owls.” Isaiah compares the desolations of
hanished Israel to an owl and bittern and
cormorant among a city'a ruins,

Jeremial, describing the cruslty of pa
rents toward children, compares them to the
ostrich, who leaves its eggs in the sand uon-
cared for, erving, *The daughter of my neo
ple is become like the ostriches of the wilder-
ness.” Among the provisions piled on Bolo-
mon's bountiful table he speaks of “‘Intted
fowl.” The Israclites in the desert got tirel
of manna and they had qualls—quails for
breakfast, quail¢ for dinner, guails for sup-
per, and they died of quails, The Bible re-
fers to the migratory habits of the birds ani
saye, “The stork knoweth her appointed
time and the turtle and the crane and the
swallow the time of their going, but my peo
ple know not the judgments of the Lord "

Would the prophet illustrats the fate of
fraud, he points to a failure at incubation
and saye, *‘*As a partridge sitteth on ezes
and batcheth them not, so he that getteth

the midst of his days and at his end shall be
a fool,” The partridee, the most caraless of
all birds in choice of its viaco of nest, build-
ing it on the ground and often near a fre
guented road or in a slight depression of
ground, without referencs to safety, and
soon a hoof or a scythe or a cart wheel ends
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But from the top of a Bible fir troe T hear |
shrill ery of the strork. Job, Esz
t of it David cries out, “As
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way from the region of
As wiater comes the st
climes and th one their number that |
arrivesat the spot to which they migrate is |
What havoe it would make |
in our species if those men ware killed who |
arealways bebind! In orieantal cit the |
stork is domesticated and walks about on the
street and will follow ita keeper,

In the city of Ephesus Isaw a lonz row
of pillars, on ths top ¥ each pillar a stork’s
pest. But the word ““stork” ordinarily
means mercy aod affection, from the fact
that this bird was distinguished for its great
love for its parents. It never forsakes Lhem,
and even after they become fesble protects
in migrating the |
old storks lean their necks on the young
storks, and whea the old ones give out the
young ones carry them on their backs,
301 forbid that a dumb stork should have
more beart than we, Blessad is that table
at which an old father and mother sit;
blessed that aitar at which an old father |
and mother kneel!

What it is to have a mother they know
best who have lost her. God only knows
the agony she suffered for ug the times she
wept over our cradle and the anxious sighs
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sick nights when she watche! us long after
every one was tired out but God and herself.
Her lifeblood beats in our hearts, and her
image lives in our faca. That maa is graoce-
less as a cannibal who {!l treats bis pareats,
and he who begrudges them daily bread ani

clothes them but shabbily, may God have pa- |

tience with him; I cannot, [ heard & man

.,‘m:n say, "'l now have my old mother on

my hands.” Yo storks on your way with
food to your aged parenta, shame him!

Bat yonder in this Bible sky flies a bird
that is specklsd, The rfnphat describing
the church cries out, “‘Mine heritage is unto
the birds round
ainst her.” So it was then; =
foliness pickel at. Consscra-
tion picked at. Benevolence picked at.
Usefulness picked at, A speckiad bird is a
peculiar bird; and that arouses ths aatip-
athy of all the beaks of the forest.

The church of God is a peculiar instita-
tion, and that is enough to evoke attack of
of the world, for it is a spackiel bird to be
picked at. The inconsistencies of Christians
are a banquet on which mulititudes get fat.
They ascribe everything you do to wrong
motives, Put adollar in the poor box and
they will say that you droppad it thers only
that you might hear it ring, Invite them
to Christ and they will call you a fanatic,
Let thers be contention among Christians
and they will say; “Hurrah! The chureh is
in «!e-"u{onm -

Christ intendal that His church should
always romaina speckle ! bird, Iat birds
of another feather plox at her, but they
cannot rob her of a single plums,  Like the
albatross, she can sleep on  the bosom of a
tempest. She has goue through the fires of
Nebuchadaezzar's furnacs and not got
burned; through the waters of the Red sea
and not bron 3.- ywnsd, through the ship.
wreck on the breakers of Melitia and not
been foundered, Lot all earth and hell try to
hunt down this speexied bird, but farabove
buman scorn and infernal assault it shall
siug over every mouatain top and fly over
every nation, and her triumphant song shall
be: “The church of God! The plilar and
ground of the truth, The gates of bell shall
not provall aganst ber,”

But we cannot slop here, From a tall
el banging over the sea | hear the eagle
ealling unto the tempest and lifting its

to smite the whiriwind, Mosss, Jere-

miah, Hosea and Habakkuk at times in their
take their pen from the eagle's

It is & bird with flarceness in its eye,

armed with claws of iron and its
dreadful beak, Two or three of

| neople to the

The blaok brawn of itr back, anl the
white of ita lower feathers, and tho flre of
ite gve, and the Jonz flap of its wing make
glimose of it as it swings down into the val-
ley to pick un a rabbit, or a lamb, or achild

rock something never to he forzotten, Soat.
tore! about its evrisof altitudinons solitule
are the hones of its conquests, RBat while
the beak and the claws of the eagle are the
terror of all the travelers of the air, the
mother eagls is most kind and gentle to her
voung. Gol compares Histreatment of His
racle's of the eaglets,
Deuteronomy xxxii, 11, “As an eagle stir
roth un hernest, fluttersth over her young,
spreading abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them on her wings, so the Lord
alone did lead”

The old eagle first shoves the young one
ont of the nest in order to make it v, and
then takesz it on her back and flies with it
and shakes it off 1n ths air, and {€ it seoms
like falling quickly flies under it and takes
it on her wing azain, 8o God does with us,
Disaster, failare in business, disappoiot-
ment, bereavoment, is only God's way of
shakinz us out of our comfortabie nest in
order that we mav learn how to fly. You
who are complaining that vou have no faith
or courage of Christian zsl have had it too

onre
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sasy. You never will learn to fly in that
comfortable nest
Like an eagle, Christ has carrisl us on His

back. At times wo have besn shaken off,

| and whea we were about to fall He came
| under us again and brought us out of the

gloomy wvalley to the sunny mouantain.
Never an sagie brooded with such love and
cars over her yvoung as Godi's wings have
boen over us. Aerosy what oceans of trouble
wo have gone in safety upon the Almighty
wings! Errn what mountaing of sino wa
have been carriad anl at times have bsen
borne up far above the gunshot of ths world
and the arrow of ths devil!

When our timme on earth is closed on thess
rroat wings of God we shall spsed with in-
flaite quickpess from earth’s mountains to

vaven's hille, and as from the eagle's cir-
under the sun men on the ground seem
{znifloant as lizards on a rook,
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esta, sud Darvid had seon the
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wd swallows watchiel, sal no
tample was crusl enouzh to o
the old swallows or the youag swallows, and
David burst out in rhapsoly, saying, I
swallow hath found a nest for herself, where
she may L\{ bher young, even Thine altars
O Lord of Hosts, my King and my God ™
What carpentars, whatl masons,
waavers, what splugers the birdsare! Out
resourcas they make ox -
wreathed,
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what
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quisite a home, curved, pillarad,
out of stioks, out of lichens
of spi jory wab, out of
threads swapt from the door by the house-
wife, out of the wool of the shesp from the
pasture fald. l'; ylstered by leaves actually
Cushe
breast,
gum of trees
iny blil. Such
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sewed togethar by its owa sharp bill
joned with feathors from its owan
and the saliva of its own ¢
symmaetry, such alaptation,
ence, such geomelry of stra

Surely thess nesta ware
{hay did not happen
drafte] tae plan for the biri's nest? UGodl
think that if He plans suoa
a house for a chafflocy, for an oriole, for a
bobolink, for a sparrow, Ha will sse to It
that you always hava a hone! Ye aro of
more value than many sparrows.’ Whoat-
ever els» surrognds you, you can have w 12t
the Bible cafls “the feathers of th:» A'-
mighty.” Jast think of a nest lite that, the
warmth of it, the softnes of it, tha walety
of it—""the feathers of the Almigaty.’

No flamingo outflashing the tropical sun-
got ever had suca orilllancy of pinion; no
robin radbreast evar had plumage dashed
with such erimsoa anl purple anl orange
and gold-—'‘the featheras of the Almighty.”
Do you pot feel the touss of then now on
forehsad and chieex and spirit, ani was there
ever such tendernosms of Lroodiag~'the
foathers of the Almigaty?' Hoalsd in this
ornithology of the Bible Gol keeps im-
pressing us with the anatony of a birt's
wing.

Ovwer filty timai doos the old Book alluie
to the wing—""Wings of a dove,” “"Winge
of the morning.” “W.unzs of the wind,”
“Sun of rightevusness with healiag in his
wings” “Wiags of thy Almighty,” “Al
fowl of every wiag What dows it all
mean? It suggests upiifting. It tells you
of flight upward. It meaas to remini you
that you yeurse!f have wings, David erield
out, “Ou, that I had wiogs lixe a dove, that
I might fly away and bsat rest!™ Thank
God that you have bettor wings than any
dove of longest or swiltest flight, Cagel
now la bars of flesh are thoss wings, but the
day comes whaen they will ve liberatel, Gat
ready for ascenwion. Take ths words of the
old hyma, and to the tuece unto waloa that
hyrmn is married sing:

by som»

Just » Who

Rose, my sonl and streteh thy wing
Thy oetler porioa trace,

Up out of thews lowlands into ths hvavens
of higher exseriencs and wider prospect,
But how shall wa rise? Oaly as Go s boly
spirit ‘é‘vn us strangth, Bat that is coming
now, Notasa condor from a Chimboras)
peak, swooping upon the affrightel valley,
lmt“lclovo"lkq that which put its soft
brown wings over the wet looks of Christ at
the baptism in tie Jordon. 13ove ol geatle
ness!  Dove of peace!

Cone, holy apleit, hervanly dove,
With ali thy qalscealng porwers

Coms shved abiron | & Saviour ¢ love,
And thes shall kmndle oars,

John Cultice, the postmaster of Red.
key, Ind,, who has kept the place for
ten years, is totally blind,

Tt is not once in every four hundred
yoars that a fifty.cout piece worth §10,.
000 comes along.

and then swings back to its throne on the !
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pain neglected, may become
RHEUMATISM,
NEURALGIA,
SCIATICA,
LUMBAGO.

SPRAIN

may make.a cripple.

Just a little

Just a little

BRUISE
may make serious inflammation,
Just a little
BURN
may make an ugly scar.
Just a little
COST
will get a bottle of
8T. JACOBS OIL,
A PROMPT AND PERMANENT CURE
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of Pain for
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Avoid all baking powders sold with a gift
or prize, or at a lower price than the Royal,
as they invariably contain alum, lime or sul-
phuric acid, and render the food unwholesome.

“Germa.
Syrup

I simply state that;I am Druggist
and Postmaster here and am there-
fore in a position to judge. I have
tried many Cough Syrups but for
ten years past have foumi, nothing
equal to Boschee's German Syrup.
I have givenit to my baby for Croup
with the most satisfactory results,
Every mother should have it. J, H.
Hosns, Druggist and Postmaster,
Moffat, Texas. We present facts,
living facts, of to-day Boschee's
German Syrup gives strength to the
body. Take no substitute,

I'M'Oﬂ-_‘ Fotd be o0 *---Mv o n Chanmntes,

OPIUM izt

powder

|
1

| Y

| Keep

riment of Agri

wowders, actual strength, 160.

avening gas per ounce of |

hat this report shows any other powder of su-
has been denounced as a falsehe

rnment officers who made the tests,

|

Brazil is Land Poor.
As every school boy knows, Brazil has

about the same aren as the United States,
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Both the method and results when
| Byrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant
and refreshing to the taste, and acts
gently yet promptly on the Kidoeys,
Liver and Bowels, cleanses the sys-
tem eflectually, dispels colds, head-
aches and fevers and cures habitual
constipation. Byrup of Figs is the
only remedy of its kind ever pro-
duced, plessing to the taste and ac-
ceptable to the etomach, prompt in
its action and truly beneficial in its
effects, prepared only from the most
.1 bealthy and agrecable substances, its
y | many excellent qualities commend it
| to all and have made it the most
| popular remedy known.
Byrup of Figs is for sale in 50¢
{ and 81 bottles by all leading dru
gists. Any reliable druggist whe
may not have it on hand will pro-
cure it promptly for any one who
wishes to try it. Do not accept any

substitute,
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ung Mothers !
We Offer You a Remedy
which Insures Bajety to
Life of Mother and Child.
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W. BAKER & 0.8

| ABreakfastCocoa

sehich 4o absolutely
pure and soluble.
It has morethan three timas
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PISO'S CURE FOR

Consampiives and peopie
who DAvYe weak mngs oF Asldh
o6 shouid ase Piso's Cure tor
Copramption. 1t has eured
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CONSUMPTION

W. L. DOUGLAS
$3 SHOE wiite

A sewed shoe that will not rip; Calf,
seamless, smooth inside, more comfortable,
stylish and durable than any other shoe ever
sold at the price. Every style. Equals custom-
made shoes costing from §4 to §5.

The following are of the same bigh standerd of

merit

$4.00 and $5.00 Fine Calf, Hand Sewed,
80 Police, Farmers and Letter Carrier,
2.80, $2.a8 and $2.00 for Working Men,
$2,00 and $1,78 for Youths and Boya.

$3.00 Hand Sewed, t
$2.80 and 2,00 Doagola,
1.78 for Misses.
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* Better Work Wisely Than Work Hard.” Efforts

are Unnecessary in Nouse Cleaning if you Use

SAPOLIO




