
  

"REV. DR. TALMAGE. 
4HE BROOKLYN DIVINE'S SUN. 

DAY SERMON, 

Sabject: “God Among the Centu- 

ries." 

a———r—— 

Text: “Consider the years of many gen- 

erations.” —Deuteronomy xxxii,, 7, 

At 12 o'clock last night, while so many 
good people were watching, an old friend 
passed out of our homes and a stranger en- 
tered. The old friend making waledictory 
was 1802: the stranger arriving is 1802, The 
old friend was garrulous with the ocour- 
rences of many days, but the stranger put 
his finger over his lip and said nothing and 
seemed charged with many secrets and mys- 
teries, I did not see either the departure or 
the arrival, but was sound asleep, thinking 

that was for me the best wav to be wide 
awake now, Goodby, 1802! Welcome, 1803! 

As an army is divided into brigades and 
regiments and companies, and they observe 
this order in their march and their tread is 
majestic, so the time of the world's exist- 

ence is divided into an army divinely com - 
manded; the eras are the brigades, the cen- 
turies are the regiments, and the vears are 
the companies. Forward into the eternity 
past, out of the eternity to come! Forward 
s the command, and nothing can halt them, 
even though the world should die. While 
obeying my text, “Consider the years of 
many generations,” I propose to speak of 
the ‘Chronology of the Bible,or God Among 
the Centuries.” 

We make a distinction between time and 
eternity, but time is only a piece of eternity, 
and chronology has been engaged in the 
sublime work of dividing up this portion of 
eternity that we call time into 
ments and putting events in their 
compartment, tis as much an injustics 
against the past to wrongly arrange its 

events as it would be an injustice if, through 
neglect of chronological accaracy, it should 

something in quite another place, you gain 
the victory, and infidelity has tried to prove 
an alibi by contending that events and cir« 
cumstances in the Bible aseribel to certain 
times must have taken place at some other 
time, if they took place at all, But this 
book's chronology has never been caught at 
fault. It has been vroved that when the 
Hebrews went into Egypt there wers only 
seventy of them, and that when they came 
out there ware 3,000,000 of them, 
Now," says infldelity, with a guffaw that 

it cannot suppress, “what an absurdity! 
They went down into Egypt sevénty and 
came out 8,000,000, That is a falsehood on 
the face of it, Nations do not increase in 
that ratio.” But, my skeptleal friend, hold 
a moment, The Bible says that the Jews 
were 430 years in Egypt, and that explains 
the increase from seventy persons to 8000, - 
000, for it4s no more, but rather less than 
the ordinary increase of nations, The Fil- 
grim Fathers came to America in the May- 
flower, one small shipload of passengers, less 

than 800 years ago, and now we have a 
nation of 60,000,000, Where, then, is so 
called impossibility that the seventy Jews 
who went in to Egypt in 430 years became 

3,000,000% Infidelity wrong and Bible chron- 
ology right, 
Now stop and reflect. Why is it that 

this sublime subject of Bible chronology 
has been so neglected, and that the most of 

| you have never given ten minutss to the 
consideration of it, and that this is the first 

sermon ever preached on this stupendous 
and overwhelming theme? Wa have stood 
by the half day or the whole day at grand 
reviews and seen armies pass, 

Again and again and again on the 
Champs Elysees Frenchmen by the hun. 
dreds of thousands have stood and watched 
the bannered srmies go by, and the huzza 
has been three miles long and until the 
populacs were so hoarse they could 
no longer, Again and again and again the 
Germans by hundreds ofl thousands have   
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in the far distant future be said that Ameri. | 
ca was discovered in 1770, and the Declara- | 

100 | 
ANTS, tion of Independence was signed 

and Washington born oa the 224 of 
nd the Civil War of the Unite 

fought in 1840, 
As God puts all the events of time in the 

right us be careful that wa do not 

put them in the wrong place, The chron- 
ology of the Bible takes six steps, but they 
are steps so long it makes us hold our breath 

as we watch the movement. From Adam 
to Abraham, From Abraham to the exodus 
out of Egypt. From the exodus to 
foundation n's temple, Fro 
foundation temple to t 
struction of that temple, From the des 
tion of the temple to the return from B 
lonish captivity, I Babylonish 
tivity to the birth 

Chronology takes | 
Ing astrono and h 
“Let us fix « nt from which to 
late everything. Lot it be a star, the 
lehem star, thes Christmas star 
that we go \ the 

created 4004 yes 
came 24S years be 

out of Egypt 
Christ, and Sol 
886 years before Christ, 
Chronology enters the first chapter of 

Genesis and says the day mentioned there is 
pot a day of twenty-four hours, but of ages 
the word there transiated as *‘day” in other 
places meaning ages, and so the Bible ac- 

count of the creation and the 
mnt of the creat 
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Chronology enters the book of | 

vd says that the words “time and 
wan a year and a half, 

ironology enters at another point and 
ws us that the seasons of the year were 

then only two—summer and winter, We 

find that the Bible year was 380 days instead | 
of 365: that the day was calculated from | 
6 o'clock in the morning to 6 o'clock at night; | 
that the night was divided into four watches 
~pnamely, ths late watch, the midoight, the | 

cock crowing, the early watch. The clock 
and watch were invented so long after the | 
world began their mission that the day was 
pot very sharply divided in Bible times 
Ahsz had a sundial, or a flight of stairs with 
a column at the top, and the shadow which 
that cole threw on the steps beneath in 
dicated the hour, the shadow lengthening 
or withdrawing from step to step. 
* But the events of life and the events 
the world moved so slowly for the m 

part in Bible times that they had no 

need of sucn timepieces as we stand on our 
mantels or carry in our pockets in an age 
when a man may have a ball dossnor a 

dozen engagements for one day and needs 
to know the exact minute for each one of 
them. The earth itself in Bible times was 
the chief timepiece, and it turned once on 
its axis and that was a day, and once around 

the sun and that was a year 
It was not until the Fourteenth Century 

that the almanac was born, the almanao 
that we toss carelessly about, not realizing 

that it took the accumulated laogenuity of 
more than 500 years to make one. Chron 
ology bad to bring into its service the monu 

ments of Egvpt and the cylinders of Assyria, 
and the bricks of Babylon and the pottery 

of Nineveh, and the metals struck at An 

tioch for the battle of Actium, and all the 
hieroglyphics that could be decipherad, and 
bad to go into the extremely delicate busi. 

ness of asking the ages of Adam and Seth 
and Enoch and Methuselah, who after their 
800th year wanted to be thought young. 

I think it must have been in recognition 

of the stupendous work of making an alma 
nac that all the days of the week are name! 
after the gods. Sunday, after the sun, 
which was of old worshipad as a god. Mon- 
day, after the moon, whith was also wor 
shiped as a god, Tuesday, after Tuesco, the 
por of war, Wednesday, after Woden, the 
chief god of the Scandinavians, Thursday, 
after Thor, the god of thunder, Friday; 
after Frea, the goddess of marriage. And | 
Saturday after Saturn. The old Bible year | 

an with the 2th of March, Not until 
1752 did the first of the month of January 
got the honor in legal documents in Eagland 

of being called the first day of the year, 
Improvements all along have been made 

in chronology until the calendar and the 
almanac, and the clock, and the watoh seam 
to have reached perfection, and all the Na. 
tions of Christendom have similarity of time | 
calculations and have adopte!l what is 
called “new style,” except Russia, which | 

keeps what is calle] the Yold style” and is | 

twelve days different, so that, writing from 

there, if you wish to be accurate, you date 

your letter January 1 and January 13, or 

December 10 and Dacomber 22. It is some- 

thing to thank God for that the modes 

are so complete for calculating the cycies, | 

the centuries, the decades, the years the 

months, the days, the hours, ths seconds, 

Think of making appointments as in the 

Bible days for the time of the new moon, 
Think of making one of the wate hes of the 

night in Bible times a rooster crow ing, The 

Bible says: ‘‘Jefore ths cock crow thou 
shalt deny me thrice,” If the Master com- 
oth at the cookerowing,” and that was the 
way the midnight watch was indicated, 
The crowing of that barnyard bird has al 
ways been most uncertain, The crowing is 
at the lowest temp arature of the night, and 
the amount of dew and the direction of the | 
wind may bring the lowest temperature at | 
11 o'clock at night or 2 o'clock In the morn. 
ing, and at any one of six hours, Just be 
fore a rain the crowing of chanticleer in the 
night is almost perpetual, 
Compare theses modes of marking time 

with our modes of marking time, when 12 
oelock is 12 o'clock, a 6 o'clock Is © 
o'clock, and 10 o'clock is 10 o'clock, and in- 
dependent of all wea and then thank 
God that you live now, t notwithstand- 
ing all the imperfect modes of marking 
hours or years or centories Bible o 
ogy never trips up, never fal 
tradicts itself, and here is one 
futons for the authenticity of 
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stood on the palaced and ‘statued Under den 
Linden, Berlin, and strewn garlands under 
the feet of uniformed hosts led on by Von 

Moltke or Bluch w Frederick the Great, 
When Wellington and Ponsonby and the 
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But put | 

bille, ix not half so bad as the thief of time. 
Dr. Rush, the greatest and busiest phy- 

siclan of his day, appreciated the valus of 
time, and when asked how he had been 
able to gather so much information for his 

books and lectures he replied: *'I have been 

able to do it by economizing my time. I 

have not spent ons hour in amusement in 
thirty years.” And taking a blankbook 
from his pocket he sald, “I fill a book like 
this every week with thoughts that occur to 
me and facts collected in the rooms of my 
patients.” 

Napoleon appreciated the value of time 
when the sun was sinking upon Waterloo, 
and he thought that a little more time 
would retrieve his fortunes, and he pointed 
to the sinking sun ana said, “What would I 
not give to be this day possessed of the 
power of Joshua and enabled to retard thy 
march for two hours!” The good old woman 
appreciated the values of time when at 
ninety-three years of age she sald, ‘The 
Judge of all the earth does not mean that [ 
shall have any excuse for not being prepared 
to meot Him.” 

Voltaire, the blatant infidel, approsiaved 
the value of time when in his dying mo- 
ments be said to his doctor, **I will give you 
half of what I am worth if you will give me 
six months of life,” and whan told that he 
could not live six weeks 'he burst into tears 
and said, “Then I shall go to hell!” John 
Wesley appreciated the value of time when 
he stood on his steps watching for a delayed 
carriage to take him to an appointment, 
saying, “I have lost ten minutes forever.” 
Lord Nelson appreciated the value of time 
when he said, “I owe everything in the 
world to being always a quarter of an hour 
beforehand.” 

A clockmaker in one of the old Eaglish 
towns appreciated the value of time what 

| he put on the front of the town clock the 
words, “Now or when? Mitchell, the as- 
tronomer, appreciated the value time 
when he sald, *'l have been in the habit of 

calculating the value of a thousandth part 
of a second.” That minister of the Gospel 

did not appreciate the values of time 
during a season of {llness, instead of employ - 
ing his time {on useful reading writing, 

wrote a silly religious romance, which in 
| #ome unknown way came into the possession 

{ of the famous Jos iit who introduced 
| the book as a divine revelation, which be- 

lo the founiation of Mormonism, the 

mstly abomination of all time, 
best appreciate the value of time 
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warriors of olden time: compared with the 
most distinguished warriors of the last half 

all of them as much distinguished 
ss and good morals as for prowess 

the two military leaders of our Civil War 

on northern and southern side communicant 

members of Christian churches, and their | 
fife? 

Nothing impresses me in tats chronologi- 
oal review more than the fact that the regi 
nents of years are better and better regi 
ments as the troops move on I thank God 
that you and I were not born any sooner 
than we were Ix How could we have 
endured the disaster of teing born in the 
Mighteonth or Seventeenth or Sixteenth 

ury! Glad am I that we are in the regi- 
ment pow passing the reviewing stan i. and 

that our children will pass the stand in a 
better regiment. God did not build 

this world for a slaughter house or a den of 
infamy, 

A good deal 

rn. 

stl 

of cleaning houses will be 
this worid becomes as 

dean and sweet as is ought to be, but the 
brooms and the scrubbing brushes, and the 

upholsterers and plumbers are already busy, 

and when the world gets fixed up, as it will 
be, if Adam and Eve ever visit it, as ] ex- 
pect they will, they will say to each other, 
“Well, this beats paradise when we lived | 

there, and the pears and plums are better | 
n we plucked from the first trees, and 

the wardrobes are more complete and the | 
climate is better.” 

Since | settled in my own mind the fact 
that God was stronger than the devil I have 
never lost faith in the emparadisation of 
this planet. With the exception of a retro- 
gression in the Dark Ages, the movement of 

the world bas been on and on, and up and | 
up, aod 1 have two jubilant hosasaoas—one 

But the other thought coming out of this 
subject is that Biblical chronology, and in- 
dee 1 all chronology, Is urging the world to | 
more punctuality and immediateness, What | 
an unsatisfactory and indefinits thing it 
must have been for two business men in the 
time of Absaz to make an appointment, say- 
ing, “We will settle that business ruatter to 
morrow when the shadow on the dial of 
Abhaz reaches the tenth step from ths top.” 
or I will meet you in the street called 

Straight in Damascus in the time of the 
new moon,” or when asked in a courtroom 

what time an occurrenc) took place sho uld 
answer, "It was during the time of the latter 
rails.” or “It was at the time of the third 

| growing of the barnyard I 
You and I remember when ministers of 

the Gospel in the country, giving out a no 

| tioe of an evening service, instead of saying 
“The ser. 

candle light” 
at 8 or 7 or 8 o'clock, would say: 

at early 
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! later come to ita last chapler 
The flual century will arrive and pas on, 

| and then wi the final decads and 
then the final year, and the final month, and 
the final da [he Inst spring will swing its 
conser of apple blossom # and the last winter 

bank its snows, The last sunset will bura 
like Moscow and the last morning radiate 

| the hills, The clocks will strike their last 
hour, and the watobes will tick their last 

ad No incendiaries will needed to 

run hither and yon with torches to set the 
world on fire 

Chemistry teaches us that there is a very 
inflammable element in water, While oxy- 

| gen makes up a part of the water, the other 
part of the water is hydrogen, and that is 

very combust The oxygen drawn out 
from the wale ammable hydrogen 
will put jostactly ito conflagration the 
Hudsons and Savanaahs and Missdesrippls and 
Ruines and Urals and Danubes, and Atlantic 

and Pacific and Indian and Mediterranean 
YORK, And then the angel of God dee 

scending from the throne, might put one 
mn the surt the sea and ther on 

beach and ory %o the four winds of 
heaven, “Tine was, but time shall be no 
longer Yot, found in Christ, pardoned 

and sanctifiel we shall welcome the day 
with more giadness than you ever wel- 
wned a Coristmas or New Year's morn, 
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Nose and Throat. 
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In a recent lecture before the Chem- 
ists’ Assistants’ Association, London, by 

| Wilham Hill, M.D., London, the throat 
was described in detail, and the pharynx 
and the larynx pointed out as the two 

most important parts. The nose has a 

very important connection with the 
throat and its disorders, It contains a 

series of called the turbinated 
bones, which expose a large surface of 

air inhaled 
to be warmed ready for the lungs; more- 

over, the cilia of the nose cause the se- 

bones 

| cretion to move and reject the solid par- 

| ticles it has collected. The nose is the 
proper organ for breathing, not the 

mouth. The larynx, which is the air 
passage, is bounded at its upper ex- 

cords, and has, 
therefore, the double function of breath- 

ing and phonation. The epiglottis, by 
altering its form, causes the food to pass 
down the pharynx, and keeps it from 
the larynx. In speaking of proper 

| breathing, the author pointed out that 

disphragmatic breathing was the proper 
method, and not clavicular. It was re- 
ported that Rubini bad broken his 
clavicle during singing, by persisting in 
this method of breathing, Throat dis- 
eases are often caused by germs, by in- 
halation of sewer gas, etc. Fortuostely, 

Thank God for chronological achievements | there are other organisms in the throat 
which have ushered in calendars and al 
manacs and clocks and watches, and at so 
cheap a rate all may possess them! Chron. 
ology, begloning by appreciating the value 
of yours and the value of days, has kept on 

until it ories out: “Man, immortal; woman, 
immortal; look out for that minute; look out 
for that second” 

We talk a t deal about the value of 
time, but will never fully appreciate its 

value until the last fragment of it has passe | 
out of our possession forever. The greatest 
fraud a man can commit is to rob another 
of bis time, Hear it, yo laggards and re 

pent! All the fingers of chronology point to 
notuality as one of the graces, min. 

fter or the lecturer or business man who 
comes to his place ten minutes alter the ap- 
pointed time commits a crime the enormity 
of which can only be estimated by gitiply - 

y ten, 

  _¥yoa were charged with doing or 

| always ready to attack these germs. The 
throat was well provided with tonsils, 

| both faucial and lingual. The tonsils 
produce phagocytes or leucocytes, amam- 
bold corpuscles which actually swallow 

| up the germs, Why, then, should ton- 
| sils be cut out! Because, when they be- 
come enlarged and horny, they lose this 
function, and by removing the horny 
surface, the newly ex portion can 
go on produciug the corpuscles. The 
decay of teeth is largely due to germs. 
This shows the importance of keeping 
the teeth in order, Obstruction in the 
nose is the cause of many throat dis- 
orders. People liable to throat disorders 
should be very chary of eating piquant 
or hot dishes, Irritating remedies, too, 
such ne cayonne and (except in special 
cases) tannin lozenges or nitrate of sil- 
ver, should be avoided, Hot tea, too, 
is bad, ~Bcieatitic American, 

— 
More than 700 lives of Columbus have 

been written in «= ‘ous languages, 

    

  

  

The Yosemite Valley in Winter. 

Bunow storm follows snow storm, 
Winter has spread his icy mantle over 
the Yosemite, The mighty cliffs and 
domes look down upon the valley as in 

the summer months, but it is with for- 
bidding stateliness and with threatening 
nspect, How changed the nnd 

different the attractions! The smiling 

vale no longer gay with g 
bowers and bright with green meadow. 

lands; no longer is it resonant with the 
hum insects, the murmuring 
Jullables of slumbering streams, and the 

joyous songs of summer birds; zephyr no 
longer whispers to the pine fronds as he 
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floats softly through the forest; and echo | 

no longer repeats the exclamations of 

glad visitors, The Merced rolls its 

swollen current impetuously through the 
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Weeds a8 Big as Trees. 

Sage brush is known to scientists as 

irtemisia tridentata, Most persons 

familiar with it think of it as 

rdinary weed of small size, and even 

so high the Encyclo. 
pedia Britannica to it as growing 

in ‘treeless valleys and slopes.” Jt will 
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