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“Temptations Which DBesoet

Young Men"”

Sulject:

in vain the net is spread

Proverbs i., 17,

Texr: “‘Surely,
inthe .\!{I/al of any bird.”

Early in the morning I went out with a
fowler to catch wild pigeons, We hastened |
through the mountain gorge and into the
forest. We spread out the net, and covered
up the edges of it as well as wo could, We
arranged the call bird, its feet fast and its
wings flapping, in invitation to all fowls of
heaven to settle down there
8 booth of branches and leaves and waited,
After awhile, looking out of the door of the
booth, we saw a flock of birds in the sky.
They came nearor and nearer, and after a

while were about toswoop into the net, when |

suddenly they darted away, Again woe
waited. After awhile wesaw another flock
of birds. They came nearer
til just at the moment when they were about
to swoop they darted away

The fowler was very much disappointed as
well as myself, We said to sach other,
“What is the matter’ and “Why were not
these birds caught? We went out
amined the
of a tree part of the net l:nnl been conspicu-
ously exposed, and the birds coming very
near had seen their peril uwl darted away.
When I saw that I said to the old fowler
“That reminds me of a passage of Seriptt
‘Surely in vain is the net s d in the sight
of any bird Now the in my text
stands for temptation
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SOme generous young man e
The ge ung man iiew
accosts him and savs, ““Well, will
a drink with me to-day”™ The man, as though
it were a sudden thing for him, says, ““Well
~=well, if you insist on it, I wille] will.”
Too mean to go t » perdit
body else pays his
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expenses? For such
young men we will not fight We would
no more contend for them than Tartary and
Ethiopia would fight as to who uld bave
the great Sahara desert: but for those young
men who are buoyant u ¥l enthusiastic, th
who are determined y do nething r "
time and for t y W H. un we will
fight, and we now decia riasting war
against all the influences that assail thea
and we ask all good men and philanthr

to wheel into line, and all the armies of
heaven to bear whn upon the foe, and we
{.rn_v Almighty God that with the thunder
wits of His wrath He will strike down and
consume all these influences that are attempt
ing to destroy the young men for whom
Christ died

The first class of temptations that assauits
A young man is led on by the skeptic., He
will not admit that he s an infidel or athe
ist. Oh, no! he is a “'free thinker:"” he is one
of your “liberal” men; he is free and easy
in religion. Oh, how liberal he is; he s 0
“liberal” that ho- will give away his Bible
be is o “liberal” that he will give away the
throne of eternal justice;: heis s0 “liberal’
that he would be Wiillng to give God out of
the universe . he is 80 “'liberal™ that he would
,ivn up his own soul and the souls of all his
riends, Now what more could you ask in
the way of liberality?! The victim of this
skeptic has &m-tn‘.ly Just come from the
country. hrough the intervention of
friends be bas been placed in a shop,

On Saturday the skeptic says to him,
“Well, what are you going to do to-mor.
row?” He says, "1 am going to vtmrr-h“
“Is it possible™ says the skeptic. “Well, |
used to do those things: I was brought up, 1
sippose, as you were, in a religious family,
and I believed all thoss things but I got
over it, the fact Is, since I came to town |
have read a great deal, and 1 have found
that there are a great many things in the
Bible that are nridiculous, Now, for in-
stance, all that about the serpent being
cursed to erawl in the Garden of Eden be
cause it had tempted our first parents: why,
you see how absurd it is; you can tell from
the very organization of the serpent that it
had to erawl; it erawled before it was cursed
Just ax well as it crawled afterwari. you
ean tell from its organization that it
erawled. Then all that story about the
whale swallowing Jonah, or Jonah swal-
lowing the whale, which was it? It don't
make .n{’dtﬂn-mm the thing is absurd; it
Is ridicwlous to suppose that a man rould
have gone down tarough the jmn of a son
wanster and yot keep his lite; y his Tes-
piration would have been ht he
would bave been digested; the gastric )ull'o
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Thoy have the lizht of nature in China: they
have it in Hindostan: they have it in
lon, Flowers there, stars there, waters thore,
winds there, but no ofvilization, no homes,
no lmllp;nv-o‘, Lancots to cut and jllllv:',.'l'l'
pauts to fall under and hooks to swing on,
but no happiness,
I tell you, my young brother,
{ take a religion of some kind, We have
choose betweon fourand flve. Shall it
the Koran of the Mohammedan, or the Bhas
ter of the Hindoo, or the Zendavesta of the
| Persian, or the Confuclus writings of the
| Chinese, or the Holy Scriptures? Take what
you will; God helping me, [ will take the
| Bible, l,x,;t.l for all darkness; rock for all
foundation, bal for all wounds. A glory
that lifts its pillars of fire over the wilder-
i ness march. Do not giveup your Bibles,
Ask them what infldelity has ever done to
| lift the fourteen hundred millions of the race
{ out of barbarism, Ask them when infidelity
| ever inst.tuted a sanitary commission, and
| before you leave their society once and for-
{ever tell them that they have insulted the
| memory of your Christian father, and spit
{ upon the deathbed of your mother, and with
the swine's snout rooted up the grave of your
sister, who died h"lh'\'m.; in the Lord Jesus
If these people scoff at you as though re
ligion and the Bible were fit only for weak-
minded peopls, you just tell them you are
ashamed to be in the company of Burke,
the statesman, and Raphael, the painter,
and Thorwaldsen, the sculptor, and Mozart,
the musician, and Blackstone, the lawyer,
and Bacon, the philosopher, and Harvey,
toe physician, and John Milton, the poet.
Young man, hold on to your Bible. It is
the best book you ever owned. it will tall
you how to Alr.---;' how to bargain, how to
walk, how to act, how to live, how to die
Glorious Bible! W Ixe ther on parchment or
. r, in octave or ducdecimo, on the
table -v! the drawing room or in
r of the banker ns I
to our feet and lamp to our path,
to it
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articie: it will wash.™ Yeu it will wash out

The sale is made, the goods are wrapped
up, the country merchant goes off feeling
that he has an equivalent for his monsy, and
the sharp clerk goes into the private room of
the counting houss, and he says: “Well I
[ wrid of those goods at last I really
thought we never would sll them. 1 told
him we were selling them less than cost, and
he thought he was getling & goold lnrgnlu
Got rid of N:mu at last And the head of
the firm says: “'That's well done, splendidly
done” Meanwhile God had rmnn‘nl eight
llos~four les against the young man, four
lies agninst bis «vn;nlu) er, for | undertake to
say that the employer is responsibie for all
the iniquities of bis clerks, and all the ini
quities of those wio are clerks of these
cierks, down 1o the tenth generation, if those
employers inculcated inlquitous and damn
ing principles.

I stand before young men this morning
who are under this presure
outof it. “Oh' you say, "l can’t; | have
my widowed mother to sapport, and if aman
loses & situstion now he oan't get another
one.” | say, come out of it o home to
your mother and say to her, “‘Mother |
oan't stay in that shop and be upright; what
shall ldu" and if she is worthy o
will say, “"Come ouc of it my soo--woe will
just throw ourselves on Him who hath prom.
ised t0 be the God of the wkhw and the
fatherioss; He will takecarsof us” And |
toll you no young man ever permanently
suffered by such & cours of conduct,

In Philadelphia, in a:lm shop, a youag

man sald to hix employer, ‘| want to pleass
you, renlly, and I am willag to il
medicines on Sune day, but 1 ean™ sell this
| patent shoo l»hvking on Sunday . “Wall”
! said the head man, “‘you will vve to do it,
Lor olse you will bave to go away.” The
younz man sald, 1 ean't do it; I am willing
m soll medicines, but not :lvn blacking.”

“Well, then, gol  Go now.” The young
man went away, The Lord looked after
[ Wim, The bundreds of thousands of dollars
ko won in this world were the smallest part
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doit.” the man said, They parted, The
Lord looked after himn- ruw!h looked after
him, He is worth today a hundred fold
more than his employer ever was or ever
will be, and he saved bis soul.  Young men,
| it i safe to do right, There are young men
| in this house to-day who, under this storm
king despor and d wop-
and spreading out bros "rl'
They are Daniels in Baby-
lon, they are Josephs In the Egy ptian court,
they ars Puuls amid the wild beasts of
Ephesus, 1 preach to encouraze them, Lay
hold of God and be falthfu :
There isa mistake we make about
men. We put them in two classes: the ons
class in moral, the r dissolute The
moral are safo, The dissolute cannot be re-
claimed. I deny both propositions. 'The
moral are not safe unless they have lald hold
of God, and the "l‘.“il”" nay be reclaimed.
1 suppose thero aro self righteous men in
this house who f'-«l no n-«l of G tl and will
not seek after Him, and they will go out in
{ the world, and they will be tem; .(.-' and they
will be flung down by misfortune,
and they will po “down, duwn,
down, until some night you will see them
Koing home hooting, raving, shouting blas
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Queen Elizabeth, of Rou-
mania, is proficient on the harp, Em-
press Elizabeth, of Austria, on the zither,
the Czarina, the Princess of Wales and
Queen Marguerite of Italy are all mag-
nificent pianists,

The rei Duke of Saxe-Coburg-
Gotha, the brother-in-law of Queen Vie-
toria, plays with all the skill of a virtu.
oso on the violoncello, Queen Vietoria,
belore she beeame afflicted with rheuma-
tism, gout snd other similar ailments,
was wont to play exquisitely on the
organ, having been taught by her hus.
band, the lave Prince Consort. The Duke
of Edinburgh frequently performs in

ing which are
t Q.) -

R % aoh the
echol wrougn o

at Gatschina,

guing

{ public on the violin, while the Prince of

| Wales retains his banjo for domestic en-
tertalnment and  solace.—New York
Recorder.
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Ancient Laws and Lawmakers,

In ancient days nobody but a lord was
deom worthy to establish rules of con-
duct for the people,and very erude rules
they were, too, The Greeks at the time
| of the Trojan war, the Hebrews, the
{ Irish and the Anglo-Saxone placed »

money value on every erime which man

committed, Thus it cost about §65,000

of our money to murder a king and only
| #4000 to kill a priest. If the fine was
not paid then the friends of the king or
priest could fall on the murderer and kill
thim. If one man scratched another's
| face he had to pay forit. Such were
the laws of the lords; bat as eivill zation
ndvanced and the common people
seats in legisiative assemblies, criminal
Jurispradence took on dignity and wis-
dom. Now woe have good laws and vir-
tuous lawmakers, as a genoral thing, but
we stili malotain the nodu that a lord
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|

|
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