
  

REV. DR. TALMAGE. 

THE BROOKLYN DIVINE'S SUN. 
DAY SERMON, 

¥ 

Subject :'“The Brilliancy of Religion.’ 

Text: “The crystal cannot equal it, 

Job xxviii, 7. 

Many of the precious stones of the Bible 
have come to prompt recognition. But for 
the present I take up the less valuable crys 
tal. Job, in my text, compares saving wis 
dom with a specimen of topaz. An infidel 
chemist or mineralogist would pronounce 
the latter worth more than the 
Job makes an intelligent comparison, looks 
at religion and then fooks at the erystal and 
pronounces the former as of suparior value 
to the latter, exclaiming, in the words of my 

text, “The crystal cannot equal it.” 
Now, it is not a part of my sermonic de 

sign to deoreciate the crystal, whether it be | 
found in Cornish mine or Hartz mountain or 
Mammoth Cave or tinkling among the pen 
dants of the chandeliers of a palace, The 
crystal is the star of the mountain; it is the 
queen of the cave; it is the eardrop of the 
hills; it finds its heaven in the diamond 
Among all the pages of natural history there 

Is no page more interesting to me than the | 
But I want to show | 

ou that Job was right when, taking religion ! 
page crystallographic, 

n one hand and the crystal in the other, he 
declared that the former is of far more value 
and beauty than the latter, recommending it 
Yo all the people and to all the ages, declar 
tog, “The crystal cannot equal it.” 

In the first place, I remark that religion is 
superior to the crystal in exactness, That 
shapeless mass of crystal against which you 
accidentally dashed your foot laid 
with more exactness than any earthly city 
There are six styles of crystallization, and all 
of them divinely ordained. Every crystal 
bas mathematical precision. God's geometry 
reaches through it, and it is a square, or it is 
is a rectangle, or it is a rhomboid, or in some 
way it bath a mathematical figure. Now, 
religion beats that in the siruple fact that 
spiritual accuracy is more beautiful than 
material accuracy. God's attributes are 
exact God's law exact, God's decrees exact 
God's management of the world exact \ 
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Again I remark that religion perior 
to the crystal in transparency. We know 
not when or by whom glass was first dis 
covered. Beadsof it have been found in the 
tomb of Ale {it are 
brought up from the ruins of Herculaneum 

There were female adornments made out 
of it three thousand yoar those adorg 
ments found now : 3 
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parent religion. You put it to your 

ou see man-his sin, his soul, 1} 
2 u look at God and you see something of 
the grandeur of His character. It is a tran 

ent religion " Infidels tell us it 1s opaque 
be vou know why they tell it is opagu 

It is because they are blind The natural 
man receiveth not the things of God because 
they are spiritually discerned. There 
trouble with the ervstal; the trouble is with 

the eves which try to look through it. We 
way for wisdom, Lord, that our eves might 
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It is a transparent Hil 
tains of the Bible come 
tain of the law Pisgah, the n 

prospect; Olivet, the mountain of instruc 

tion: Calvary, the mountain of sacrifice. All 
the rivers of the Bible come out—Hidokel, or 
the river of paradisaical beauty: Jordan, or 
the river of holy chrism; Cherith, or the 
river of prophetic supply: Nile, or the river 

of palaces, and the pure river of life from 

under the throne, clear as crystal. While 

reading this Bible after our eyes have besa 

touched by grace we find it all transparent, 
and the earth rocks now with erucifixion 
agony and now with judgment terror, and 
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Christ appears in some of His two hundred | 
and fifty-six titles, as far as | can count them 
«the bread, the rock, the captain, the com 
mander, the congueror, the star, and on and 
beyond any capacity of mine to rebearss 
then. Transparent religion ! 

The providence that seemed dark before 
becomes pellucid, Now you find God is not 
trying to put you down, Now you under 
stand why you lost that child, and why you 
lost your property; it was to prepare you 
for eternal treasures. And why sickness 
eame, it belong the precursor 
javenescence. And now you understand 
why they lied about you and tried to drive 

ou hither and thither, 
n the glorious company of such men as 
Ignatius, who, wheti be went out to be de 

stroved by the Hons, said: “1 am the wheat, 
and the teeth of the wild beasts must first | 

ind me before I oan become pure bread for 
esus Christ” or the company of such men as 

Polyearp, who, when standing in the inidst 
of the amphitheatre waiting for the lions to 
come out of Shelf cave and destroy vy and 
the people in the galleries jecring and shoat- 
ing: The lions for Polyearp,” fod: “Lad 
them come on,” and then ste down to 
ward the cave where the wi 

our to 
unravel and explain Serprit and 1 
Jumine and i te. Jobwas right, Itisa 
glorious transparency. “The crystal cannot 

ual it, 
“ remark that rel sur 

al in ite beauty, That lum 
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former, but | 
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of immortal | 

It was to put you | 

not enough about their crown, Do you know 
the Bible mentions a cross but twenty-seven 
times, while it mentions a crown eighty 
times? Ask that old man what he thinks of 

religion. He has heen a close observer, He 
has been culturing an wsthetic taste, He has 
seen the sunrises of half a contnry, He has 
been an early riser. He bax been an ad- 
mirer of cameos and corals and all kinds of 
beautiful things. Ask him what he thinks of 
religion, and he will tell you, “It ix the most 
beautiful thing 1 ever saw.” “The crystal 
cannot equal it." 

| Beautiful in its symmetry. When it ore 
sents God's character {t does not present Him 

i a8 having love like a great protuberance 
on one side of His nature, but makes that 
love in harmony with His justice—a love 

| that will accept all those who come to Him, 
| and a justice that will by no means clear 
| the guilty, Beautiful religion in the senti- 
| ment it implants? Beautiful religion in the 
hope it kindlos! 

| fact that it proposes to garland and enthrons 
| and imparadise an immortal spirit, Bolomon 
| says it is a lily, Paul says it is a crown 
| The Apocalypse says it is a fountain kissed 
{of the sun. Ezekiel says it is a foliaged 
codar, Christ says it is a bridegroom come 
to fetch home a bride. While Job in the 

  

| soxt takes up a whole vase of Frecions stones | 

| ~~the topaz, and the sapphire, and the 
| chrysoprasus--and he takes out of this beau- 
tiful vase just one crystal, and holds it up 
until it gleams in the warm light of the esst- 
ern sky, and he exclaims, “The crystal can 
not equal it." 

Oh, it is not a stale religion, it is not 

| some seem to have repuesented it; itis not a 
Meg Marriles with shrivelad arin came to 
scare the world. It is the fairest daughter 
of God, heiressof all His wealth, Her cheek 
the morning sky; her voice the music of the 
south wind; her step the dance of the wa. 
Come and woo her. The Spirit and the bride 

say come, and whosoaver will, let him come. | 
Do you agree with Solomon and say it Is a 

lily? Then pluck it and wear it over your 
heart. Do you agree with Paul and say itis 

| a crown? Then let this hour be your “oro- 
nation. Do you agree with the Apocalypse 
and say it is a springing fountain? Then 
come and slack the thirst of your soul. Do 
you believe with Ezekiel and say it is a 
foliaged cedar? Then come under its shadow 

Do you believe with Christ and say it is a 
to fetch home a bride 

» hands with your Lord the King 

s I pronounce you everiastingly Or 

u think with Job that it is a jewel, then 
our hand like a ring, on your neck 
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It seams almost a valgas 1 
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racket. John represents heaven as exquisite 

ly beautiful, Three crystals. In one place 

he says, Her light was like a precious stons, 

clear as crystal.” Io another place he says 

“| saw a pure river from under the throne, 

clear as crystal.” 
In another piace he says “Before the 

throne there was a soa of glass clear as orys 

tal Three crystals! John says crystal at 

mosphere, That means bealth, alm of 

eternal June, What weather after the 

| world's east wind! No rack of storm clouds 

One breath of that air will cure the worst | 

tubercle. Crystal light on oll the leaves 

Crystal light shimmering on the topaz of the | 

temples, Cryetal light tossing in the plumes 
of the equestrians of heaven on white hw 
But “the crystal cannot equal it.” Joho 

says crystal river, That. means joy. Deap 

| and ever rolling. Not one drop of the 

| Thames or the Hudson or the Rhine to soil 

it. Not one tear of human sorrow to mbit 

tor it. Crystal, the rain out of which it was 

| made. Crystal, the bad over which it shall r il | 

and ripple. Crystal, its infinite surface. But | 

“ihe crystal cannot equal IL" John says | 

| crystal sen. That means multitudinously 

vast, Vast inraptare, Rapture vast asthe 

sea, deep an the sen, strong as the sea, ever | 

changing as the sea, Billows of light. Bil | 

| Jows of beauty, blue with skis that were | 
never clouded and gresn with ths that 

| were never fathomed, Arctios and Antare- | 

| ties and Mediterransans and Atlantics and | 
| Pacifies in crystalline magnificence, Three | 

| crystals—crysted light falling on a erystal | 
| river; crystal river rolling into a I] 

| sen. Buf “the erystal cannot equal it. 
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stupid religion, it is not a toothless hag, as | 

river would be befouled by our touch, The 
crystal soa would wheln us with ite glisten~ 
ing surge. Transformation now or no trans 

formation at all, 
(Give sin a full chance in your heart and 

the transformation will be downward in- 
stoad of upward. Instead of a crystal it 
will bea cinder. In the days of Carthage s 
Christian girl was condemned to die for her 
faith, and a boat was bedaubed with tar and 
siteh and filled with combustibles and set on 

| fire, and the Christian girl was placed in the 
| boat, and the wind was off shore and the 
| boat floated away with its precious treasure. 
| No one can doubt that boat landed at the 
shore of heaven, 

| Sin wants to put you in a flery boat and 
| shove you off in an opposite direction-—off 
| from peace, off from God, off from heaven, 
everlastingly off; and the port toward which 
you would sail would be a port of darkness, 

and the guns that would greet you would be 
the guns of despair, and the flags that would 

| wave at your arrival would be the black flags 

of death, 0, my brother, you must either 
| kill sin or sin will kill you. It ix no wild 
exaggeration when I say that any man or 

woman that wants to be saved may be saved, 
| Tremendous choice! A thousand people are 
choosing this moment between salvation and 

| destruction, between light and darkness, be- 
! twean heaven and hell, botween charred ruin 

| and glorious crystallization 

  

  

A Miraculous City. 

Until the end of 1886, writes a corre- 
spondent of the London Graphic, Joban- 

nesburg, South Africa, could not boast a 

{ postoffice. Now it has a population of 
20.000, of a motley 

3 
unaer 

com prised 

drawn from every nation 
{ the sun, as a walk through the 
built streets of the town soon shows, 

There is the original Boer, born and bred 

in the country, rough of manner, careless 

of drees, with | lank hair and dress, 
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Attar of Roses. 

Tradition hb 

first 
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worth hill slopes he plants the hundred 
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twice their own weight of water, 

sweolness., 

with 

What 

nasses over is the rosewater of commerce, 

Ihe attar floats on top in oily globules 

that are hardened by exposure to the cool 

night air, then skimmed off Sixty 

pounds of good leaves will yield an ounce 

of attar..-San Franciscs Evaminer, 
  

A Mummified Rat. 

It was only a rat. Bob it war an un- 

commonly wonderful rat. It was the 

mummy of a rat, and no one knows how 

many ages ago it made the feminine 

Toltec wish she were somewhere else. 

It was a real Toltee rodent, for it came 

from the eastern side of the Sierra Madre 

Mountains in Mexico, and about 200 

miles south of Deming. A Mexican 

archmologisd while traveling between 

Corralitos and Cams Gran les came across 

a hermetically sealed cave ft an elevation 

of nearly 7000 feet. The cave was vast 

in extent and proved to be a veritable 

sepulchre filled with the mumanifed 

bodies of dead Towtecs. Among them 

| was the well-preserved body of a rodent, 

The flesh had not sunken much upon the 

boaes and was in an excellent state of 
, It has a dark brown ap 

. In alse 4 dos not diffet from 

" , ordinary, everyday mt, 

Ag the same, and it is on exhibition 

in the room of the Mining Bureau. 

The floor of the cave in which the dis- 

covery was made was as smooth a8 a 

board, but the sides were rough and 

| ragged and the vault was covered with 

tition, San Francisco Eraminer. 

  
  

0. Il. Carpenter, 
has bought a section of land 
will make into a frog farm. It is in 

County, 

  

i G. LL. Hamillon, of South Bend, Ind., 
who is an extensive breeder of Short 

! horn cattle, in conversation with a Star. 

  

Bayings reporter said: “The ages of 

horned cattle may generally be known 
by the rings on the horn till their tenth 
year, but after that time they give ne 
indication of further than that the 

animal has passed its tenth year. The 
first ring appears on the horn after the 

animal is two years old 

general rule, 
that age. 

During the third year the ring grado 
ally increases, and at three years of age 

it is completely formed, The second 

ring appears during the fourth year, and 
at the end of the fifth year it is com. 
plete. After this period an additional 
ring is formed each year. This rule is 
sufficiently plain, and even a 

farmer needs but little practice to enable 
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a cow's age on her horny. 

with three rings is six years 
with four rings she is seven years 

COW 

No new ring are formed after the 

tenth year, the deeper rings, however, 

and the appearance of the horns 

are pretty sure indication of old age.”- 
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THE GREAT ENGLISH REMEDY, 
BEECHAM'S PILLS 
Por Bilious tnd Nervous Disorder, 

Yor 25 Cents, 
BY ALL BRUGGINTS, 
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would display our pollution. The crystal ! qeiing tne Age of nornea Cattle, | Meare or Unto, Urry oF TOLEDO, ( ' 
Lucas County, ) 

Frank J. Cheney makes onth that he is the 
senior partner of the firm of | J. Cheney & 
0. doing business fu the City of Joledo, 
County nud State aforesaid, aud that sald firm 
will pay the sum of 8100 for ench and every 
case of catarrh that csunot be cured by the 
use of Hull's Catarrh Cure f 
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pariure and promiens 10 beoote 

0 shoe for Ladies, snd nl. .75 
» retain thelr 1 

nn Cotgress, BUthon se Lae 

Ir hundowe wed Shoe 

vers prog ar 
for Misses 

rder Lusnks 

Le DOUGLAS, Brockton, Mass, 
WANTED Shere dealer in every city and 

tewn not occupied to take ox lasive agony. 

All agents advertised in local pauper. Sead 

AXLE 
RAZER (hist BEST IN THE WORLD 

Bold Everywhere EF Get the Genuine, 

Don’t say you cannot get it till you 

know how we will furnish you one. 

Ask by postal card and we will send 

you FREE, A CATALOGUE, tcll you 
our prices, explain our plan of EASY 

on the PIANO QUESTION. 
par You may save $50.00 

writing us a POSTAL CARD. 

183 TREMONT STREET, 
"7 BOSTON. WARS. 

i a—— 

than out ofthe 
~~ [t 

by 

for house-cleaning. Itis a solid 
cake of scouring soapTry ik 

Cleanliness is always fashionaole and the use 

of or the neglect to use SAPOLIO marks a wide 

difference in the social scale. The best classes 

  

‘cleanliness—and the 

Ent 
— 

  

  

‘are always the most scrupulous in matters of 
classes use SAPOLIO. 
  

TARR H 
¥  


