REV. DR. TALMAGE.

THE BROOKLYN DIVINE'S SUN.
DAY SERMON,

———————

Subject: “The Plague of Bad Books.”

: |

Onmnas——

Text: **And the frogs came up and cov-
eved the land of Egypt. And the magicians
did so with their enchantinents, and |
drought up frogs wpon the land of Egypt.” |
~Ex, vili,, 6, 7. l

There is almost a universal aversion to |
frogs, and yet with the Egyptian they were |
honored, they were sacred, and they were |
objects of worship while alive, and after |
death thev were embalmed, and to-day their |
remains may be found among the sepulchres |
of Thebes, These creatures, so attractive |
once to the Egyptians, at divine behest be-
came obnoxious and loathsome, and they
went croaking and h"m"“ii and leaping into |
the palace of the king, and into the tl‘oml
trays and the couches of the people, and even |
the ovens, which now are uplifted above the |
earth and on the side of chimneys, but then
werb #rmall holes in the earth, with sunken
sottery, were filled with frogs when the
{\nu«-',.o‘prr« came to look at them. 1f a man
sat down to eat a frog alighted on his plate,
If he attempted to put on a shoe it was pre-
occupied by a frog. If he attempted to put
his head upon a pillow it bad been taken pos-
session of ‘)y a }mg,

Frogs high and low and every where; Joath-
some irogs, slimy frogs, besieging frogs, in-
pumerable frogs, great plague of frogs.
What made the matter worse the magicians
said there was no miracle in this, and they
could by sleight of hand produce the same
thing, and they seemed to succeed, for by
sleight of hand wonders may be wrought, |
After Moses had thrown down his staff and
by miracle it became a serpent, and then he
took hold of it and by miracle it again be-
came a staff, the serpent charmers imitated
the same thing, and knowing that there were
serpents in Egypt which by a peculiar pres
sure on the neck would become as rigid as a
stick of wood, they seemed to change the ser-
pent into the staff, and then, throwing it
down, the staff became the serpent.

8o likewise these magicians tried
tate the plague of frogs, and perhaps
smell of food attracting a great number o
them to a certain point, or by shaking them
out from a hidden place, the magicians some-
times seemed to accomplish the same mira-
cle. While these muagicians made the piague
worse, none of them tried to make it better
“Frogs came up covered the land of
Egypt, ar X did with their
enchantment, up frogs upon t
Jand of t

Now that plagus f
upon the earth, abroad today. It
smitting this pation, It comes in the shape
of corrupt | : Th frogs hop into
the store, { office, the banking
hoase, the factory—into the bome, into the
cellar, into the garret, on the drawing room
table. on the shelf of the library. While the
lad is reading the bad book the teacher’s face
s turned the other way. One of these frogs
hops upon the page W hile the young woman
is reading the fortidden after re-
tiring at night, reading by gasiight, one of
these frogs leaps upon the page. Indeed
they have hopped upon the news stands of
the country and the mails at the postoffice
shake out in the letter trough hundreds of
them. The plague has taken at different
times possession of this country. It is one of
the most loathsome, one of the most fright
ful.one of the most ghastly of the ten plagues

modern cities
is a vast number «
rinted and publ ught
ysee the light. They are filled with a
that makes the Jand swelter with a
moral epldemic, Ihe graatest blessing that
ever catue to this nation is that of an el
vated literature, and the greatest so
has been that of unciean literature
last has its victims In all ocx as and
departments It bhas ?M.;-% insane
asylums and peniloatiaries and almsh
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Hterature of a nation decides the fate of a
natior Good  bo morals. Bad
books, bad morals

I begin with the lowest of all the litera
ture. that which does not even pretend to
be respectable—from cover to cover a blot
of leprosy. There are many Wwhe entire
busiuess it is to dispose of that kind of it
eranture. They display it bef }
boy on his way home. They get
ogus !
names and postofice
their advertisementa,
and their
one « i
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of schools and sileges
addressns
and their
pamphiets, aad their
m
possession of these
literature were found nine hundred thou
sand names and postoffice addresses, to
whom it was thought it might be profitable
to send these corrupt things. In the year
1574 there ware one hundred and sixty-five
establishments engaged in publishing coeap,
corrupt literature. From one publishing
house there wen! out twenty different styles
of corrupt books Although over thirty
tons of vile literature have been destroyed
by the Society for the Suppression of Viee
still there is enough of it Jeft in this country
to bring down upon us the just anger of an
aroused God,

in the year 15868 the evil had become so
great in this country that the Congress of
the United States passed a law forbidding
the transmisson of bad literature through
the United States maills, but there were
large loops in that law through
eriminals might erawl vat, and the law was
s dead fallure—that law of 1868, But in
1873 another law was passed by the Congress
of the United States against the transmission
of corrupt liternture through the mailie=a
‘rln-l law, & potent law, & Christian law
and under that law multitudes of these
scoundrels have been arrested, their property
wnfiscated and they themselves thrown into
the penitentiaries, where they belonged

Now, my friends, how are wi to war
against this corrupt literature, and how are
the frogs of this Egyptian plague to be
slain? First of all by the prompt and inex
orable execution of the law Lat all good
postmnsters, and United States district at
torneys, and detectives, and reformers con
cert in thelr sction to stop this plague
When Sir Rowland Hill spent his life in try- |

o seours cheap postage not only for

Eagland, but for ail the worid, and to open
the blessing of the postoffice to all houest
business, and to all wessages of charity,
and kindness, and affection, for all heaith.
ful intercommunication, be did not mean to
make viee sasy or to fill the mall h.'gn of the
United States with the scabs of such a |

rosy.

t ought not to be in the power of every
bad man who can raise & one-cent stamp for |
a circular or a two-cent stamp [0’ a lettar to
blast & man or destroy & home. The postal |
sarvice of this country must be clean, must
be kept clean, and we must all understand |
that the swift retributions of the Unitel
Btates Government hover over every viole |
tion of the letter box, ]

Thers are thousands of men and women in |
this country, some for wal gain, some |
through innate depravity, some through » |
spirit of revenge, who wish to use this great |
aveuys of convenience and intelligence for |
wqm rovengeful, salacious and diabolie. |

Ake up the law, Wake up the ithes.
Lt every court room on this subject be a
Bioat  thunderous and aflame,
victed

fenlers in bad

which

| our great cities been purified?
{ much

that gave thomselves entirely to the publica-
tion of vile literature have been stopped or
have gone into business less obnoxious
What has thrown off, what has kept off the
rafl trains of this country for some time
back nearly all the leprous periodicals?
Those of us who have been on the rail trains
have noticed a greatchange in the last few
months and the last year or two. Why have
nearly all those vile periodicals been kept off
the rail trains for some time back? Who ef-
feoted it? These societies for the purification
of railroad literature gave warning to the
vnhliuhmw and warning to railroad compan-
jes, and warning to conductors, and warn-
ing to newsboys, to keep the infernal stuff
off the trains

Many of the cities have successfully pro-
hibited the most of that literature even from
going on the news stands, Terror has seized
upon the publishers and the dealers in impure
literature, from the fact that over a thou
sand arrests have been made, and the aggre-
gate time for which the convicted hl\\'u.‘mﬂll

| sentenced to the prison is over one hundred |

and ninety years, and from the fact that
about two millions of their circulars have
been destroyed, and the business is not as
profitable as it used to be.
How have so many of the news stands of
Y How has so
been balked? By
You might as well

of this
moral suasion?

iniquity
Oh, no.

| go into the jungle of the East Indies and pat

a cobra on the neck, and with profound ar-

| gument try to persuade it that it is morally

wrong to bite and to sting and to poison
anything. The only answer to A gu

your
| ment would be an uplifted hm-enn'l a hiss
| and a sharp, reeking tooth struck into your
; arteries,

The only argument for a cobra is
a shotgun, and the only argument for thess

{ dealers in impure literature is the clutch of |
| the police and the bean soup in a p wiiten

tiary. The law! The law! I invoke to con-

| summate the work so grandly begun!

Another way in which we are to drive
back this plague of Egyptian frogs Is by
filling the minds of our young people
a healthful literature. I do not mean o say
that all the books and pewspapers i our
families ought to be religious K books and
newspapers, or that every song ought
sung to the tune of *‘Old Hundred.” I have
no sympathy with the attempt to make the
young old. I would rather join in a or usade

{ to keep the young young. Boyho wl aud girl

hood must not be abbreviated, But there
are good books, good histories good blogra-
phies, good w ks of fiction, good of
all styles with which we are to fill the minds
of the young, so that there will be no more
room {or the useless and the vicious thao
there is room for chaff in a bushel measure
which is already filled with Mich
wheat.

books

Why are fift
the jails and psnitsatiaries
States to-day under twenty-one yoars
age! Many of them unde )
gixteen, under fiftee mder fourteen, under
thirteenn. Walk along one of the carridor
of the Tombs prison in New York and look
for yourselves, Bad books, bad newspapers
bewitched them as soon as they got out of
the cradle joware of all those stories
which end wrong Beware of all those
books which make road that ends
perdition seem to end in Paradise Do not
glorify the dirk and the ;‘mfo‘! Do not eall
the desperado brave or the libertine gallant
Teach our young people that if they go down
into the swampsand marshes to watch the
jack-o’-lanterus dance on the decay and
rottenness they will eatch the malaria and
death.
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“Ob,” says some one, “I am a busines
man, and 1 have no time to examine what
my children read. [ bave notime toinspect
the books that come into my housshold It
your children were thr watensd with typhoid
fever,would y y for the dox
Would you have time to watch the
progress of the disease? Would you have
for the {aneral In the pressnce of my
God I warn you of the fact that your chil
Iren are threatened with moral and spirit
ual typhoid, and that uniess the thing e
stopped it will be tothem funeral of bhady,
funeral of mind, funeral of
{ ne day
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Myw {s to this vast multitude
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rgyman had in his sachel a copy of
Lise and Progress and =0 he
made her a present of it Thirty vyears
passed on the clergyman oame that way
and be asked where the woman was whom
he had seen so long ago She wler
n that besutifal house He went there and
said to her, “Do you remember me
mid. *No, [ donot” Hemid "Do you re
member a man gave you Doddridges Riswe
and Progress’ thirty years ag Oh, yes
| remember. That Hook saved my soul. |
loansd the book to all my neighbors, and
they read it and they were conves ted to God
and we had a revival of religion which swept
through the whole community We bullt a
church and called a pastor, You see that
spire yonder, doun't yow' That church
was built as the result of that book you gave
me thirty years ago.” Oh, the power of a
good book! But, alas! for the influence of a
bad book

John Angel James, than whom England
never had a holier minister, stood in his pal
pit at Birmingham ani said Twenty-five
years ago 8 lad loaned to me an iniamous
ok de would loan it only fiftesn min
utes, and then 1 had to give It back, but that
book has hauntel me Txin A specter over
since. I have in agony of soul, on my knces
before God, prayed that he would obliterate
from my soul the memory of it, but I shall
carry the damage of it until the day of my
death.” Thae assassin of Sir Wiltiam Rus
soll declared that he got the inspiration for |
his erime by reading what was then A new
and popular npovel, ‘Jack Sheppard.”
Homer's "Ilad” made Alexandsr the war
rior. Alexander said s0. The story of
Alsxander made Jullas Comsnr and Charles
XL both men of blood. Have you in yout
rwiu._ or in your trunk, or in your desk ar
sisiness & bad book, a had pictare, & bad
pamphlet? 1n God's nanie I warn you to de-
stroy it

Another way in which we shall fight back
thiz corrupt Hterature and kill the frogs of
Egypt is by rolliog over them the Christian
srinting which shall give plenty of
onlthful reading to all aduits. All thess
men and women are readiug men and wo-
men. What are you reading’ Abstain from
all those books which, while they had some
good things about them, had also an admix-
ture of evil. You have read books that had
two slements in them —the good and the bad
Which stuck to you?! The bad! The heart
of most people is like & sieve, which lets the
small particles of gold fall through, but
keeps she great cinders. Once fna while
thers I» & mind like a loadstons, whioh,
phm{:t amid steel and bras filings, gathers
up the stesl and repels the brass.  Hut it s
genorally She opposite. If you attempt to
!-luu‘c through a fenon of burrs to gel one
jlackberry, you will get more burrs than
blackbarrise

You eannot afford to read a bad book,
howevar good you are.  You say, “The in
fuence i insignificant.” 1 teil you that the
worateh of a pin has sometimes produced look-
jaw, Alas if through cariosity, as many do,
you pry into an evil book, your curiosity "
na as that of the man who would

. into a guapowder mill merely
hether it would really blow up or
his arm
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torn and mangled and bleeding.

Oh, touch not the evil even with the faint-
est stroke! Though it may be glossy and
beautiful, touch it not lest you pull forth
your soul torn and bleeding under the clutch
oi the black Jeopard. *“But,” you say, “‘how
can I find out whether a book is good or bad
without reading it?’ There s always some
thing suspicious about a bad book. 1 never
knew an exception—something suspiciousin
the index or styleof illustration. This vens
omous reptile almost always carries a warn-
hls rattle

'he clock strikes midnight. A fair form
bends over a romance The eyes flash
fire. The breath is quick and irregular.
Oceasionally the color dasbes to the cheek,
and then dies out. The hands tremble as
though a guardian .pirit were tryin to
shake the deadly book out of the grasp, {ot
tears fall. She laughs with a shrill voice
that drops dead at its own sound The
sweat on her brow is the spray dashed up
from the river of death, The ;-{:ka strikes
| four, and the rosy dawn soon after begins to

Jook through the lattice upon the pale form

that looks like a detained specter of the
i pight. Soon in a madhouse she will mistake

her ringlets for curling serpoants, and thrust

her white hand through the bars of the
| prison, and smite her head. rubbing it back
| as though to push the scalp from the skull,
| shrieking: *“My brain! my brain!”  Oh,
| stand off from that! Why will you go
$ sounding your way amid the reels and wart
| ing buoys, when there is such a vast ocean
| in which you may vOyage, all sail set
! We seo 50 many !»»t£~ we do not uoder.
| stand what a book is. Stand it on end.
| Mensure it-—the height of it, the ul--gth of it,
| the length of it, the breadth of it. [ ou can-
not do it. Examine the paper and estimate
| the progress made from the tme of the un-
| prossions on clay, and then on the bark of

trees, and from the bark of trees to papyrus,
| and from papyrus to the hide of wild beasts,
| and from the hide of wild beasts on down
until the miracles of our modern paper man-
| ufactories, and then seo the paper, white and
| pure as an infant s soul, walting for God's in-
seription

A book! Examine the type of it. Examine
| the printing of it, and see the progress from

the time when Solon's laws were w ritten on

oak planks, and Hesiol's posms were writlen
| on tables of lead and the Siniatis
were written on tables of st
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Polybius wrote forty books: only five of
them lof Thirty books of Tacitus bhave
perished. Twenty books of Pliny have per
ished. Livy wrote one bundred and forty
books: only thirty-five of them remain,
Eschylus wrote one handred dramas; only
soven remain.  Buripides wrote over a hun-
dred; only nin remain. Vatro wrote
the biographies of over seven hundred great
tomans. All that wealth of biography bas
perished. If good and valual e books bave
such a struggle to live, what must be the
fate of those that are diseased and
and blasted at the very start! They will
as the frogs when the Lord turned back
piague T!.A work of Christianization

w until there will b n |

goodd books, and they will take the suprem
of the world May you angd | live 1o
illustrious day
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men and women who are toiling for the
purification of society your faces
in the ight If God be for us, who,
who can be against us

Lady Hester Stanhope was the daughter
{ the third Earl of Stanhope, and after her
nearest friends had died she went to the far
st took possassion of a deserted convent
H the mountains {
opened the oastle to the poor, and
the wretched. and the sick who would come
in She made her oastle a | e for ¢}
fortunate. She was a wit Christ
woman. She was walting for the coming of
the Lord. She expectad that the Lord would
descend o person, and she thought upon it
until it was too much for her reason. In the
maguificent stahies of her palace she had two
horses groomed and bridied and saddled and
caparisoned and all ready for the day In
which her Lord should desoend, and be on
one of them and she on the other should start
for Jerusalem, the city of the Great King
It was a fanaticism and a delusion; but there
was romance, and there was splendor, and
there was thrilling expectation in the dream !

Abh. my friends we need no earthly pal
freys groomed and sa fdied and bridied and
caparisoned for our Lord when He shall
The horse is ready in the equerry of
heaven, and the imperial rider is ready to
mount “And [ saw, and bobold a white
horse. and he that sat on him had & bow;
and a crows was given unto him; and be
went forth conquering and to conquer, And
the arm 'os which were in heaven followed
Him on white horses and on His vesture and
on His thigh were written, King of kings,
and Lord of lords.” Horse men of Heaven,
mount! Cavairy of God ride on! Charge!
shall be huried back on
their haunches--the black horse of famine,
and the red borse of carnage, and She pale
horse of death. Jesus forever!
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Catches Elephants.

Eleetrielty

A novel application of electricity has
recently been made in elephant eatchiog.
At a recent capture of forty of these

animals, when the last of their unwieldy
bodies had passed the entrance into the
Khedda, the signal for barring their exit
was given, instantaneously and without s

| word spoken, by means of an electno

wire. It is only a short time since po-
for lighting throughout the bazars and
villages of Todia.
taking the place both of petroleum or
conl gas in the great spinning factocies,
| for which it is peculiarly suited in a hot
i climate.owing to ita coolness and absence
| of smell,—London Times,

:

The number of good hairdressors’
Inces where women go in Boston, Mass, ,
ly increased,  Perfoct eare of
the bair and scalp, skilful trimming of
Langs aud good colffing are as nocewary
wow s ocurls and elaborate chignons
were in the days when most of the elder
hairdressers learned their trade.

monster seized him, and he drew forth a hand

troleum superseded native vegetable oils |

Electricity is now |

Kalakaua and the Mind Reader.

J. Randall Brown, the mind-reader,
once saw King Kalakaua in the Sand-
wich Islands. His Majesty daring the
interview, which was arranged in order
to give Brown a chance o exhibit his
powers, tried to foil the expert by doing
his thinking in the native language, but
Brown quickly translated the thoughts
into Euglish and exploined the matters
to the King. Kalakaua was then in
vited to secret n bugton anywhere in the
room. Instead of hiding it in the room
he concealed it in his mouth. Brown
was puzzled for a moment, but finally
told the King that the button was in his
mouth, Determined not to let the mind
reader get ahead of him, King Kalokaua
attempted to the button, It
wias 8 tlask difficult His
Muajesty had anticipated and he nar
rowly es ,t]»--] choking to death. His
physicians and attendants were angry
and indignant, and blamed Brown, i:ll{,
the King
Wils

ONE ENJOYS
Both the method and resuits when
Byrup of Figeistaken; it is pleasant
and refreshing to the taste, and acts
g'mlyya-t promptly on the Kidneys,
iver and Bowels, cleanses the sys
tem effectually, dispels colds, head-
aches and fevers and cures habituai
constipation. Byrup of Figs 18 che
only remedy of its {(nn! ever pro-
duced, pleasing to the taste am{w
ceptable to the stomach, ¢ rompt in
its action and truly beneficial in s
effects, prepared only from the most
neaithy and agreeable substances,
ite many excellent qualities com-
mend it to all and have made it
the most popular remedy known
Syrup u} Figs is for sale in 500
and 81 bottles by all leading drug-
gists. Any reliable druggist who
may not have it on hand will pro-
cure it promptly for auy one who
wishes to try it Do not accept
any substitute.
CALIFORNIA FI6 SYRUP CO.

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,
EOVITVILLE KXY EFW YORE N V1.
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How many people
there are who regard the
coming of winter asa con-
stant state of sicge. It seems as if the elements sat down
outside the walls of health and now and again, led by the
north wind and his attendant blasts, broke over the
ramparts, spreading colds, pneumonia and death. Who
knows when the next storm may come and what its
effects upon your constitution may be? The fortifica-
tions of health must be made strong. SCOTT'S
EMULSION of pure Norwegian Cod Liver Oil and
Hypophosphites of Lime and Soda will aid you to hold
out against Coughs, Colds, Consumption, Serofula,
General Debility, and all Anamic and Wasting
Disecases, until the siege is raised. /2 prevents wasting

in children. Palatable as Milk.

BPRCIAL. ~Scott's Bmulsion is nonsecret, and s prescribed by the Medical Pro=
fession all over the world, because its ingredients are scientifically combined in such &
manner as to greatly increase their remedial vaiuve,

CAUTION. - Scott’'s Emulsion Is put up in salmon-colored wrappers Pe sure and
get the genuine. Prepared only by Seott & Bowne, Manufacturing Chemists, New YVork.
Sold by all Druggista
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Tt is estimated that more than a million
eattle and other animals died last winter
in the extreme Western and Southern
States and Territories of neglect and
starvation, and probably thousands were
frozen to death,
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All who use Dobidus's Electric Soap praise
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BEECHAM’SPILLS

ACT JAKE MAGIC

ON A WEAK STOMACH.
2? Cents a Box.
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Owing 10 (be hearty support and the large trade we have received from members of the Parmeors’ Alliancs, we will herea ter allow

5 PER CENT. DISCOUNT

On all orders recetved from memnbers of the Parmers’ Alllance. To secure this
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