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"A HISTORIC SWORD. 
WIELDED BY CAPT. REID AT 

HEROIC SEA FIGHT. 

The “Thermopylm of the Ocean''=Seven 

Guns and Ninety Men Against 136 

Guns and 2,000 Men=The Fight and 

Its Results. 

«There has lain upon the desk of the presi- 
$ dent for some time a plain, steel scabbarded 

sword, old fashioned in style and and services 
able rather than clegant, slightly curved, 
somewhat battered and generally a weapon 
that looks as though it had seen service. And 
it has; and service, too, in one of the most hee 
roic actions described in the pages of Ameri 
«wan history, 

A day or two ago the president sent this 
sword to congress, and it will probably be 
come the duty of the National museum, in 
which so many other valuable relics are de- 
posited, to give it a place in which it may be 
soen in company with a sketch of the hero 
and the heroic contest that make it sacred. 

The presentation to congress, through the 
president, by Col. Bamuel C, Reid of this bat 
tle saber of his father, the late Capt. SBamusl 
Chester Reid, who commanded the United 
States private armed brig of war Gen, Arin- 
strong at the battle of Fayal, in September, 
1814, is excuse enough for reviving some in- 

cidents which have passed out of mind. 
UNEQUAL FORCES ENGAGED 

The Armstrong was a little brig of but 240 
tons, carrying but seven guns and ninety 
men. Bhe was attacked in the neutral waters 

«of the Azore islands by a British squadron, 
consisting of the ship of the line Plantagenet, 

the frizate Rota and the sloop of war Carna- 
tion, with a total amount of 138 guns and 
2,000 men. The British lost over 800 of their 
picked men and officers in killed and wounded, 
while the Armstrong lost but two killed and 

seven wounded. The action bas well been 
«called the “Thermopylm of the Ocean,” for no 
naval battle in ancient or modern history is 
comparable with that of the Armstrorg at 
Fayal, cither as to the unequal forces engaged, 
the unyielding and inflexible bravery of ber 
officers and crew, nor as to the grand results 
which followed in the defeat of the British 
expedition against Louisiana. 

The height of heroism and romantic chiv- 
alry were displayed by Capt leid and his 
crew in the last act of this extraordinary 
naval drama. After scuttling his vessel to 
save her from capture he went ashore with 

his men and arms, when the commandar of 
the squadron, Admiral Lloyd, demanded thelr 
surrender and threatened to send 500 men to 
take them. Reid retired with his men to an 
old gothic convent, which be fortifled, knocked 
away the drawbridge, ran up the American 
flag and bade the enemy defiance. Lloyd 
quailed under this last exhibition of heroic 
courage, saying they were demons and not 

men. 
The squadron under Lloyd was on its way 

to the island of Jamaica to join the great 
fleet assembled there under Admiral Lord 
Cochrane, afterward Earl of Dundonald, who 
was confidentially intrusted with the secret 
expedition for the conquest of Louisiana 
The last hope of England to wrest the control 
of the Missdssippi river and the province of 
Louisiana from France had been foiled by 
Napoleon, who, seeing that he had no means 
of protecting it from the conquest of Eng- 
land, ceded it to the United States in 1800, 

TIE FORTUNATE RESULTS 

On the declaration of war by the United 

States, in 1512, England's eyes were once 
more turned to the coveted possession, and, 
after making a demonstration against 
Washington and Baltimore, she assembled 
her combined fleets, no longer needed for the 
blockades of the French coasts, at Negril bay, 
Jamaica, to carry out this great design. The 
crippled condition of Lloyd's squadron had 
created a delay of over ten days in repairing 

damages, as they were occupied three days 

alone in burying their dead. On the arrival 

of Lloyd at Jamaica a farther delay of a week 
took place, Admiral Lord Cochrane being 
furious at Lloyd's disaster, which finally 
proved fatal to the expedition. The fleet did 
not arrive off Lake Bosque until four days 

after the arrival of Gen. Jackson with his 

forces, which barely gave him time to make 

a defense, so that, had the fleet arrived ten 

days sooner, 

const was utterly an easy oon 

quest would have been made, and once in 

possession it is doubtful if the treaty « { peace 
would have been ratified by England. Thus 

it is clearly demonstrated that if Capt. Reid 

had surrendered his vessel against such an 

overwhelming force, which be might bave 

done without the imputation of cowardice, 

Louisiana might to-day be under the flag of 

St. George. 

To Capt. Reid is not only due the credit of 

this victory 
a domain wow more than three times larger 

than the territory of France, and 

to be remembered that this gallant 

came afterward the designer of the 
form of the United States flag, as adopted 

congress in 1518, 
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’ Poverty in Washington. 

Thers is a large class of men in Washingto 

who are in a most impecunious condition a 

who makes heavy drafts upon the purses a 

patience of those with whom they manage to 

ne juainted, Some have 

ficial duties, which has unfith 4 
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day. They sleep 
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overy time they are asked. They are good 

fellows for the most part, and they were once 

respectable citizens at home, but they are 

stuck ft in Washington med cannot got 

away. They bear a worn and anxious cast of 

face and ouly sinile, as stated above, w 

vite Political « ripples they ar, walling 

for the watars of S.loam to be troubled, and 

Hwilben! time before thelr wants are 

granted, Meanwhile they modestly request 

the loan of a dollar until the fest of next 

mouth, Denied, they ask for fifty conts—nay, 

thay will tuke a quarter, and 1 once had one 

fall back on a demand for a horse ear ticket. 

{ was afterward told that at a neighboring 

bar two Liorss ear tickets were regarded ns 

squivalent for,one dram of bad whisky, We 

bave dark shadows with the bright Washing. 

ton lite, — Philadelphia Times, 

A Fine Distinction. 
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THE DEAD IN THE MORGUE. 

People Visit the Dismal Place Just tle 

Satisfy Their Curlosity. 

It was 7 o'clock a. m., and Joe Fogarty, 
the keeper of the Morgue, had just turned the 
key in the lock of his office door, when an 
elderly man end two women crossed the green 
extending between the Morgue and Bellevue 
hospital. The night previous the body of a 
well dresséd young man bad been brought to 
the Morgue, It was a case of suicide and the 

morning papers had long accounts of the 

young man's death, which, as well as his per 

sonality, were shrouded in mystery, 

“Clood morning, sir,” sald one of the 

women, who was young and prepossessing. 

“You have here, T Lelieve, the body of a 
young man who killed himself last night in 

tho ~— hotel?” 

“Yes, madam; would you like to seo himf"” 

asked Joe, 
“Yes: wo came here for that purpose.” 
Joe led the way into the wooden shed called 

the dead house, and lifting the cover from an 

ordinary pine box exposed to view the body | 

of the young man. The visitor looked at it in 
silence for a moment, and. then the young 

woman said, in the same matterof-fact tone 

in which she might have remarked upon the | 

qualities of a picture: 
“How beautiful ho is! See!” pointing to a 

small red spot near the left temple, “that is | 
she | where the bullet entered. Isu't iti" 

asked, appealing to Joo. 
“Yes,” roplied the latter; “you don't seem 

| to recognize himi” 
“Oh, no,” she returned; “we did not expect | 

to. Our curiosity was excited by the ac- 
counts in the morning papers. 1 was up early 
and I got pa and ma to come down and see 
the body. What a mysterious affair! And 
he so young, too. 
do it! Do you suppose it was a love affair” 

The young wounan continued to rattie along 
ia a composed manner, while her parents si- 

lently inspected the body. They remained a 
quarter of an bour, and by the time they 
went away a number of other morbidly cu- | 
rious people had arrived. It was with diffi 
culty that Joe got rid of them. 

“Of all the pestiferous cranks in this worid,” | 
said Joe to a reporter later in the day, “de- | 
liver me from these curious people who like 
to see nothing so well as a corpse. In the 

many years I have been here I have never | 

known of a single case that was published in 
the newspapers that did not bring a lot of 

these busybodies around. In cases where 
there was considerable publicity I bave even 
known them to come here without their break- 
fasts, 

“Last summer there was a case of a young 
woman who killed herself in a prominent ho- 
tel. Nobody knew who she was, and the pa- 
pors published columns about it. We actually 
had to call in the police to drive the crowds 
away. They were all well dressed people, 
too, and looked respectable. Many of them, 
in fact, had the appearance of being wealthy. 
When the old farmer—whose daughter the 
suicide was—finally arrived, he with difficulty 
escaped them. They seemed to have no sense 
of propriety, and plied him with all sorts of 
questions. It was a disgraceful scene, and 
wo had to use force to allow the poor broken. 
bearted man to get away.”"—New York Mail 
and Express 
  

Viticultare in Californias. 

The planting, cultivation, picking and 
pruning of the California grape bas a great 
many advantages over the same processes in 
France and other European grape growing 
sections of country, these are all bal 
axced by the low price of labor in those 
countries as compared to that paid by Cali 
fornia viticuiturists, In the first place, the 
California vineyards are entirely free from 
stones, and no fertilisers are necessary or are 
used. There is no snow at all and seldom any 
rain or hall from pruning time to vintage, 
There are as yot no bugs of much concern, 
and the ravages of the phylloxera in Napa 
and Sonoma connties have been much sub 
dued. The ravages of the phylloxera in 
France have been dreadful; for, out of her 
area of 5.140.753 acres in 1854, 1.661.275 acres 

were attacked, and are now dead or dying 
Previous to 1854 there had been 1.070.500 
acres of fine grape vines totally destroyed, 
and ber total production of wine in 1555 was 
627.795.5323 gallons, 500,000,000 Jess than the 

(mean) product of ten previous seasons 

other advantages are double crop per acre 
and the general warmth and equability of the 

California climate, where fermentation | 
earried on without artificial beat, while 

other grape cour 
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African Hands and Feot. 

Capt. Storms confirms the cunsoling theory 

of the imsenxibility of the nervous organiza 

tion of the African natives as compared with 

our own. The next object he showed us was 

a wooden pillow, such as the Malays uw, 

calenlated to Alslocate the neck of any other 

but a savage, On the other hand, the Afri 

ean feet and hands are particularly small and 

delicate, 1 doubt whether even an Amorican 

belle could” pass the heavy bracelets, formed 

out of a section of the tusk of an elephant, 

over her wrist. The bangles in use are for 

practical ax well as ornamental purpose, and 

represent a kind of portable capital. They 

are made of the very finest filigree wire, and 
are worn in cofls on the arms and legs A 
native unbraceleting or uugartering himself 
is tantamount to the action of pulling the 
purse out of the pocket in Europe. Chicago 
Tribune. ra 

Settling Matrimontal Disputes. 

| They have a curious way of settling matri- | 
monial disputes in Nepal, India. On a plain 
isa standard, When a wife wants a divorce 
from hor husband she is given a fair start and 

  

I wonder what made him | 

NG 
  
  

"BATTLE AMONG ANTS. 

DETAILS OF AN INTERESTING FIGHT 

WHICH LASTED FIVE HOURS. 

A "Hand to Hand” Struggle="'Soldiers" 

Reckless Deo- 

tween Yriend and Foe=Dragging Off 

the Dend After the Battle. 

of Daring=Distinotion 

In the summer a year ago aswarm of black 
ants (Formica Pennsylvanica) built their nests   | between the cefling and the roof of a shed | 

{ pear our dwelling, in the suburbs of Philadel- | 
| phia, At a distance of a fow hundred feet | 
i from the shed a second colony of the same 
| species had also built a home in a sheltered | 
| place, Both nests were unusually populous, 

| Batiles between ants of different species 
{ fought for the purpose of capturing slaves, | 

But on a bright | 
| morning in August I was a witness of a fight | 
| have been often described, 

between these two colonies of the same 

part of the combatants than Is usually con- 
| ceded oven to the ant. 
was th The only approach to one attacked 

| wall about six feet high 

the small workers were the only ones who 

seemed to labor 

specios, which could have been waged for no | 
| stich purpose, and which gave the occasion | 
| for a greater display of forethought on the | 

The nest in the roof | 

it from the ground was by a post and plas | 
A smooth | 

nk Moor fitted closely against the wall and | 
wind was raised above the ground by a | 

[his floor was the scone of the | 

In all my repeated study of these nests and 
thelr inkabitants during the summer months | 

They did all the foraging, | 

and it was unusual to see one of the larger | 
| workers outside of the entrance of the nest, | 
| which, however, they faithfully guarded. | 
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The conduct of the latter so much more | 
| closely agreed with that of the soklier ants of 

kindred species that In speaking of them in 
this paper 1 shall call them soldiers, because 
they certainly performed all the duties of a 

| soldier, and, so far as coukl be seen, did noth- 

ing else. 
When I saw them on the morning of the 

battle both the small workers and the large 
ones, or soldiers, were out on the wall, post 
and floor in great numbers. There was no 
fizht then going on. A streag force of sol- 
diers held every approach at the foot of the 
post and wall, smaller bodies were formed in 

regular lines half way up the post, and large, 
outstanding groups were stationed at close 

distances here and there upon she fSoor and 
step, and running up snd down the post sup- 

porting the nest. 
While I stood wondering at the unusual 

commotion I saw at the distance of a few | 
foot a Lost of small workers, closely followed 
by a great horde of soldiers, streaming along 

a fence from the other dMtant nest They 

must bave numbered thousands. In a very 
short time these hostile workers had descended 
the fence to the ground, swarmed up the step 
to the door aud poured ia crowds upon the 
defensive scouts. The antagonists rushed 
upon each other, and with their strong jaws 
cut off here a leg and there an antenna, and 

sometimes severed the body of an opponent 

st a blow, The foremost soldiers of the de 

fonsive party came to the rescue, and the 
gwarm of hostile workers were driven back 
toward the step. 

But by this time the soldiers of the attack. 
ing party had reached the floor, moving de 

liberately onward in a dense black mass, 
crushing their smaller foes as they advanced. 

In a few mements the small workers were 
either all killed or retired from the front 
Then the battle between the soldiers of the 
opposing forces began in ernest. Halting a 
moment till their ranks were closs and com- 

pact, though by no mesns regular, the in 

vaders advanced to the attack in a dense 
mass, seeming to completely cover the floor 
over which they moved. In this close array 
they met the defenders, whom they greaily 
outnumbered. They were received, however, 
with a courage as great as their own, and 

their ranks were quickly broken up and 

thrown into apparent disorder 
After the general charge bad been thus 

made and the 
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When the enemy had been driven off and 
the fighting was over the workers came down 

| from the nest and carried away many of the 
| desl. But whan they ceased their labors 

| andreds of the dead were left, and from the 

fact that before lifting and dragging away a 
baxdy two or more of them at the same time 
carefully examined it with their antennm, 

| maul then with one accord either took it away 
| oF Toft it where it was Iying—snever ono seem. 
| ing to differ in their decision—it would seem 
that oven after death they distinguished 
friend from foe, 

The wounded defenders of their home tried 
to erawi up to the nest. The loss of legs and 
sntenng made this difflonlt, and while some 
succeded many failed, y 
fom] the task a vain one they crept slow 
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CHRISTIE'S 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

LOCK HAVEN, PA, 

HIS institution is devoted 10 the 
specialty o: imparting busioess know- 

ledge, and to qualifying the young and 
middle aged of both sexes by new and 
practical methods for the responsible 
duties of business life, 

Rates moderate, Advantages super- 
ior. For particulars address 

8. N. CHRIS™1E, Principal. 

Lacr AveEN, Pa. 

ONE DOLLAR. 

The Week!, * abr id, 
HARRISBURG, PA, 

The leading Democratic paper in the State. Fal) 
of interesting news and miscellaneous snd politics 

reading. 

Only One Dollar Per Year. 
Special Rates to Clubs 

Sample copies mailed free on application, 
The Patriot snd New York World ons year for one 

dollar and fifty cents, 
The Patriot and the Philadelphia Weekly Times one 

your for one dollar sod sevent) five cents. 

AGENTS in every township in this county [te so 
lieit subscriptions for the Weekly Patriot 

Write for term, Address all communications to 

THE PATRIOT, Harrisburg Pa. 
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LAKE MAHOPAC, N. Y. 
| MY DAUGHTER WAS VERY 
| BAD OFF ON ACCOUNT 
| OF A COLD AND PAIN 

DR. 
| THOMAS' ECLECTRIC 
| OIL CURED HER IN 24 
HOURS. ONE OF : THE 

| BOYS WASCURED OF A 
| SORE THROAT. THE MED- 
ICINE HAS WORKED WON- 
DERS IN OUR FAMILY,’ 

  
| 

ALVAH PINCKNEY, | 
“ITS SPECIALTIES.” || 
DR. THOMAS'ECLEC- 

TRIC OIL FOR COUGHS, 
COLDS, CROUP, DIPH- 
THERIA, SORE THROAT, 
CATARRH, AND BRONCH- 
IAL TROUBLES GIVES IM- 
MEDIATE RELIEF. “ 

THE MOST VIOLENT AT- 
2! TACK + OF NEURALGIA 

  

WILL RECEIVE IMMEDI- 

ATE AND PERMANENT RE- 

LIEF IN FACT, AS A 

CURE FOR NEURALGIA 
IT HAS NEVER FAILED. 

  

  

THE CENTRE DEMOCRAT 

BOOK and JOB OFFICE 
HIGH STREET, 
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CENIBA COURTS, Pa 
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Geran or Brglieh 1 thw 

D F. FORTNEY, 
. ATTORNEY-AT-LAW, 

BELLEFON Office (u Conrad H ous INTR, Ps 
w Al y Special sttention given 1, the chan J stron. 

All business attended vo pr silly thon of diel 

ATTORNEY-AT LAW, 
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G. LOVE 
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Bellefonte, Pa, 
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uw Sotin the rooms forme. iy vcoupied by the tate oF. on vol b Bat 

C.F. Howss 
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BELLEVONTR 

Special attention to Coll 
Courts. Consultation in 

WF. Beene g 

& REEDER, 
ATTORNEYE AT LAW 

BELLEFONTE 
Noe on Allegheny street, two doors enst of Lr - 

Boe occupied by late Bren of Yocum & Hestings, 0». 
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IELLEYORTY PA. 
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WK HAVES Fa. 
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WA. P MITCHELL, 
PRACTICALSURVEYOK, 

LOCK HAVEN Pa, 

Will attend 10 all work in Clearfield, Contre and 

roy 

fe   
| Olinton counties 

Ofoe opposite Leck Haven Notions! Band 

A.W. HAVER, 
DENTINT, 

fi BELLEFONTE, PA. 

K. HOY, M. D,, 
Office next door Lo First Nations! Bank 

i5-1y BELLEFONTE Fa 

R. J. W. RHONE, Dentist, can 
be found at bie office in oid McAllister 

Bellefonte, Pu 
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% JEWELER, 
WATCNERS CLOCKS JAwWELEY , BO. 

| All work pestly executed. On Allegheny stress 
| ender Brockerbofl House, un 
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ReowliveDeponite 
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Gov Securities 
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Jamns A Bravia, Presic 
J.D Bevemny Osshier 
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—- 

£0 mune, Prost 

KF 
Allegheny Street 

JASSMORE 
Frout » £5 

PHILIPSBTRG, PA 

2.0. manns Osei'r, 

IRST NATIONAL BANK OF 
BELLEFONTE 

Bellet nite Pa oof 

sg st moderate ' 

JAMES PAREMORE. Pre 

ARMAN'S HOTEL, 
art House, BELLEFONTY Pa 
ER DAY 

Live 
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Families and = 
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are to vite 
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Liberal reduction t 

Court hail. TE 

New Brockerhoff House. 

BRovi ERHOFF HOUSE, 
> ALLEGSHENY £7. BELLEFONTE, P 

CG M Pr 
Good Samsie R 4 Forest Floor 
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Lo witnesses an nro 1 
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ropriewor, 
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ral rabid) 
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JhiRs NATIONAL HOTEL 
MILLIEIM, CENTRE COUNTY, PA. 

W.G. Rook, Proprietor. 
RATES-—81 00 PER DAY. 

THROUGH TRAVELER? the 
this Hote! at exonljent place 

BUS RUSE TO DEPOT MEE N80 ALL TRAINS 

i 

! A GOOD LIVERY ATTACHED 
| Thia Hotel has lately been remodeled and 

refurnished end the traveling publes 

will find accomadations first class 

in every respect. Our BAR a 
one of the best 

Headquarters for Stockdealers. 

REBERSBU RG HOTEL, 
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THEONLY FIRBTOLARS HOTEL IN 
VALLEY 
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pected with the hones, at which the best wine 
guors are always kept, First claw 
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Tandy. 
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