
  

NATURAL GAS. 

The industrial importance of tbe 

supply « patural combustible gas in 

Pitsburgh and its neighborhood can 

scarcely and stated in 

figures. ‘This gas, rising from the 

pumerous wells, with almost explosive 

be estimated 

force, is fast displacing coal in the 

manufacture of iron, steel and glass 

and in domcstic economy. 

The atmosphere of Pittsburgh is no 

longer heavily loaded with soot, and 

has become pervious to sunshine. The 

gas 18 oaking an industrial revolution, 

It has cheap ned the processes and | 

products of existing establishments, | 

and new undertakings are multiply- 

jog by reason of the great advantages 

offered by the new tuel, 

trausterred to this more favored 

region, while at the same time, bold 

projects for carrying the gas in large 

pipes to distant points are freely dis, 

cussed, and the gas producing ares is 

being constantly extended by explora. 

tion® Yet the use of gas in the manu- 

facture of iron and ceramic products | 

2 it was | 

puddling 
is uot new, for as early as 187 

utilized at Leechburg in 

furnaces, and at the potteries of Kast 

1876. the | 

Pittsburgh introduced | 

1 Liverpool before One of 

rolling mills at 

the 
Ti 

organized 

gas as early as 1870, 

re are now several companies 

for the purpose of d.illing 
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to 

wells and supp ying the 

measured consumers, 

The celel 
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34, and 
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about 

10use 

tal ped 
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companies draws its 

listributing 

four diameter from 

d by this 

Company 

[ gas, or about twenty- 

nsidered to be 

equal effect two and s quarter 

pounds of ¢ al, » most economical 

mixture appears one volume of 
Pl 

ex- gas to eight volumes « { air. The 

pl 

with ten 

give mixture 

Ol alr. 

been very 

the easily pion, and very 

sed an { controlled [ts value 

couvenienc 

describable, don 

dirt and ashes, | 

stant, cls 
The 

an ure, 

rA&8 jssues | 

the square inch, from the 

blow-off’ pipes with roar that 

may often be heard 

When lighted 

1 lame, 

for 

it burns with a yellow 

he 

small quantities, brought ap 

miles away. 

showing the presence oi salt, in 

gas, 

the city light up the heavens at 

like that 

The many escape pipes shout 

night 

with a lurid glare, f burn- 

ing barns. 

There are already many theories of 

the sonree of this wonderful gas, and 

the wildest theorists are the so-called 

practical men. Science finds many 

difficulties and facts hard to reconcile 

with any theory The gas comes from 

sandstone formations, below the oil- 

bearing rocks, and, by many, 

posed to follow the lines of the 

is sup, 

up. | 

of 

also 
ward fold or anticlinical flexures 

the strats; but it has been found 

in the synclinical depressions. Some | 

believe that owing to the enormous | 

pressures where Lhe gas is found, it is | 

in a liquid form, and that it fills cavi- | 

ties and great connecting caverns | 

capable of furnishing an inexhauvsti 

ble supply. 

There is room for a great diversity 

of opinion in regard to the permanence 

of the supply of ges. Prof. Lesley, 

the geologist of Pennsylvania, declares 

bildly and strongly that both oil and 

gas are Lemporary, pro 

ducts, are sure to be exhausted and 

evanescent 

to disappear. He regards the gas as 

undoubtedly evolved from the petrol 

com, while others maintain that it is | 

In this 

rget that some 
independent in origin. con- 

nection wa must not io 

of the great cometary masses are form” | 

ed chiefly of hydrocarbon vapors. But | 

if the supply of this most usetul gos 

is (0 give out in the course of a gener- 

ation or two, consolation is found in 

the belief that the advantages of gas 

cons fuel will be so fully made known | 

und appreciated that we shall never 

Works long | 

established at other places are being | 

ular ret-to 

{ but you 

  return to the crude and wasteful way 

Lot burning coal, but realize the asser 

| tion of Siemens that gas made of coal 

i is to be the fuel of the future—N. Y. 

Independent. 
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SARAH IS THERE, 

A 

from Dakota the other day metan old 

Detroiter who was returning 

chap on the train in Illineis who 

questioned him as to where he had | 

| been and inquired : 
  

May be you run across my daugh 
| ter out there? Her name is Watson. 

I don’t think I did, was the reply. 

But she's in Dakota. 

{ there as soon as she was married, 

I didn’t see her. 

She went out 

Didn't you happen to ride by any 

house where A WOIMAL WAS 

No. 
Sarah whistles 

J 

whistling ? 

but you may have 

Didn't see a 

woman having a fight anywhere ? 

No. 

Sarah and her husband have a reg. 

missed her, man and 

every two or three davs, 

may have taken another road 

Didn't hear any woman hollering: 
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