"ALL FOR A TRIFLE

The twilight was setting down in
misty gruyness over the hilltops and
trees, the bir s twittered asleepy good
night snd retired to rest, and the siars
began 1o peep oct one by one, as Paul
Everson and May Brooks walked slow
Iv along the dusy highway together.
They had grown up together from
early childhood, and it had been a
favorite scheme of their elders to unite
the families and property through
these young people.

Like wise old generals, though, as
they were, not a whisper of this was
hf(‘nlht!' to the .\'UIIH'P‘: l)«‘tvlblq‘, ”H‘
plot ers knowing full well that with
the natural depravity of the human
race, they would no sooner learn what
was expected of them thao they would
¢ all 1o their power 1O thwart the
arra g men
misied to have their own way, the re-
sult Leing that six months before ‘my

st.ry opens, Paul had one evening

S, they had been per- |

suppose [Vike tha ! Now you refuse
to go where you think you cannot see
him," he said, his temper fairly run-
ning away with him,

May turned very white, She slow
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ly drew off her ring, and as he finish

ed speaking she said quietly,—"If

that is your opinion of me, it is a,
well that we part,” and she handed
Lim the ring.

“Very well,”” said he. “You are
free. Marry Tom if you will.”

He walked rapidly away without a
glance behind him,

May slowly walked home, her ove
wish to be entirly alone somewhere
with her grief, away from all prying

eyes she ente red the side gate intend-

ing to steal unnoticed up the Kitchen |

stairs to her own roo ., when h‘ r

mother called her from the verando.

my head, dear; it aches dread fully/

So poor May was obliged to sit

{down and listen to her mother’s

al.pped u heavy ring on May's finger |

a d leadiog ber to their parents, hed

asked » bless ng on the union.

It was given with a heartiness that
su prised and delighted the young
couple, who had supposed their rela
tives to be deaf and blind to all thal
was trauspiring. Then had followed
delightful days, now and then shadow
ed '-_\ small clouds |
melted awsy again in
tiue love,
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praises of Paul and rezrets for his|, & : A
{ her father was stricken with a low

necessary trip, uatil she seemed as if
she could go quite wild

Oh, the torture of those first few
days, with everybody askin g questions
a3 to the why and wherefore of the
quarrel! Aunt Elton was the most

troublesome of all. She was a tall
s:out woman about fifty-five years ol

possessed a W

sWeolnea

mining her face as only tl

mined who win the crowi
iffering

ne miu« [ 1eld

| Her mother had faded almost imper
tr-ir’.i'»:)‘,uld,: the Death ,\n-»ol bore | d

hair, coiled low on her neck, waved

lossely over the forehead ; the large |

blue eyes were dark with excitement,

and now and then a smile lighted up |

the grave face with marvellous beau-
Ly.

Tom and Nellie were going to Eu

crowded with people, A merry young |

vuu'vurw}y whistled “La Fille du

Regiment” nus it passed under the
window, Nellie shivered and c¢losed
the window,

A faint rap on the door,

not hear 1it. She was gazing on the

fstreet with its bright lights, gay crowds

rope on their wedding trip, and urged

May to accompany them in the hope
of restoring some of her lost bright
ness. May at last consented, a wild
hope of seeing Paul urging her to it,
She had heard nothing from him
gince their parting two years and a
half ago. Not a word ofsympathy or
condolence with her great sorrow, and

the silence hurt her cruelly,

[ good-night upon them at bedtime one

g
evening, and sent them from her as

usual, and the next morning they

{found bher with the same sweet smile
“May, is that you? Please bathe |
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never speak again. She was “asleep

in Jesus.”

Before May fully realized her loss

| fever, and he too passed away. May

was left entirely alone, with 18t
enough money to sapport her. BShe
lived quietly at the old home, her first
appearance in society after the death
of her fa

she b el

cannot
' she said sadly. "“Uh,
1w not Paul econe? Poor Muay

What a sad life hers bas been since

they parted ! 8he will be at rest soor
"-,' h how I shall miss her! O}

nce the happy davs of Paul's love, | May, May!” And Nellie buried b

’

face in her hands and eried bitterly.
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Some one entered and s8'ols sofily
up to the bed. M VEEeVeR W
her hoad on  her hand
klul‘;lu,f besid: lur, his arms wers
about her, his cheek was against hers
his eyes gazing lovingly into her

May smiled faintly
eyes again with a sigh of satisfac ion
Nellie sliped out without a word

“Oh, Tom,” she cricd, “Paul has

come, and May will live I know she

aud closed her
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{will!  You should have geen her

iace, It shone like an angel sl and |

regardless of the detective, Nel

laid her head on Tom's shoulder and |
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[ate in the night while May wa
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