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THE GREEN PATCH. | thegrvn pach

[Arthur M'Ewen in Stockton Mail.)

Beven or eight years ago this sign in
large m’pmn letters on a white
ground, was nailed up over a store door
on Becond street, San Francisco:

JOHUN AMBLER, DRY GOODS.

The establishment was  a small one,
but it was neatly kept, and had the un-
mistakeable look imparted by prosperity.
1 passed the store every day in lnq to
and from my work. It was just like
many other stores in the neighborhood,
which, with the rest of the sidewalk
throng, 1 went by daily as unconscious
of their individuality as that of the
separate cobbles in the street’s pavement,
The eve secs athousand thirgs where the
brain tukes eognizance of ons. 1 haveno
doubit thit 1 did glanes often into the
show windows and store doors as 1 hur-
risd along day after dey, but there was
nothing in them that the eye thought |
worth while to telegraph. What cansed
me to note the place of John Ambler
mora than the others was that Mr.

Ambler ware a green patch over his left
eye. I did not think consciously about |
this Mr. Ambler might have been mar
ried. died or talied in  business, and ] |
should have felt no more interest in
either of the disasters than if a boil |
had g thered on his shoulder-blade, un
Known to anvbody but  himself.
bly it wax a tellow-feehng which cansed
my ove toolserve the afliction
had tefailen one of its kind and
mard my stiention. If Mr
had had but one leg, no  doubt
world bnve ieen
mizforiuncas the 1
grean pi b int
eye for Mr bler's oye
fures
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1ee bottle as 1 consumed my cheap

onely dinner in a
restaurant. [ chaneed (o look 1
my eye saluted Mr. Ambler's
pateh. He had seated himself
other side of the narrow little table at
which | was eating. We presently ex
changed a few words, and then fell inlo
conversation. What we spoke
ean't remember, but 1 know it made my
three 12-cent dishes for 25 conts a
pleasanter meal to have some one to
talk to, even if the discourse was neither
profound por amnsing,

Mr. Ambler and | beeame friend
that each would seek the
other rather than feed
this we to the intimacy of

fter-diny walks are
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' pateh be

; un fe
mllenged me continually
By many del stratagems | 1t
to entrap him into & revelation, It
my misfortane to have a club-foot, and |
I dwelt upon the distress it gave one to
be deprived of the full use of the body, |
narrating instances in which my de
formity had caused me to suffer great
mortification, He expressed &
sympathy, but, to my chagrin, did
mect confidence with eonfidenee
green patel coveral an apparently
penetralde mystery

But the most conning and alert are
sometimes off their gaard. 1 knocked |
at Mr. Ambler's door one evoning. My
halting footstep and knoek had grown
familiar to him, and it was in an ahb
stracted tone that he ealled to
me to come in. He bad been absorbed
in the study of a new stitographie prize,
and as I entered he raised his eyes and
smiled absently,

Isay eyes, Yor the pateh was
thrown up agninst his forehead, and for
an instant—and an instant only-—both
his eyes met mine.  In aflash he Nipped
down the groen patch over the left one,

Mr. Ambler was confused and agitated,
I was amazed, and no doubt my face
showed it, for he soon lost his
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“Well, uinﬁe o'u've mu&!t hah ‘
may as we , s
. punch and o rip. wh!lo! am at it
~ It tashed down upon me that he had
commitied o crime, and wore the green

as a disguise, S i
Mr, mﬁiﬂ

oot down faos to
and glass in basd,
4 forward a littie, and thes lifted

{ ingly at me.
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| bler,

{ sometmes start and turn pale under my

{ not addressed a word, wonld

{ them what they were going to buy; that
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and gazed fixedly et me.

no purpose,” 1
uid-hutﬂ&: “in 'w to know why
you wear it."

“Mere idle curiosity, that 1 am now
ashamed of,"”" 1 said.

“Yes," 1 said, 1 do feel that I have
no right to pry into your secret.”

] assure you," 1 said, “‘that 1 shall
hold it in the strictest confidence."

“1 can't imagine, I'm sure, what the
ponsequences would be if I divulged it,"”
1 said.

“Oh, you may rel{ upon me,’’ 1 suid.
o h7i\re you ray word of honor."

r. Ambler replaced the green pateh,
and, leaning bl(’E jn his chair, gave a
short lnugh that had more pain than
mirth in it. Then [ awoke to the fact
that while I had been answering ques-
tions with eager rapidity, Mr. Ambler
had never asked one!

“It affects every one the same way,”
he said, draining his glass, and setting |
it down with a sigh. ‘‘Look at it once
more, and don’t speak nntil 1 repluce |
the pateh.” !

I looked again. It glared question
I could only by astrong |
effort restrain myselfl from answering |
Never did
such a blaze of interrogation in |
any human eye

“It is purely physical,” said Mr. Am
as helet fall the green patch, |
**You have noticed, perhaps, that | am |

1 sce

i rather deficient in curiosity than other

wise: You know it is not my habit te
ask questions; yet, if 1 were to keep this
shade up, you would sit lere and faney
that 1 was devoured by inquisitiveness
and go on answering questions which,
though | might never spoak a word, you
would imagine | was asking you-—jus!
as yo : . %
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When going along the street, thinking
of my own affairs or nothing at all, men
Wi | stop before me and say, ‘Well,
sir? as if Ihad asked them some ques

tion that 1 |
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and when I assured them
had not spoken, they would look sharply
at” me to see if I was drunk or hoaxing
them. 1 made everybody uncomfortable; |

| without the slightest wish todoso. |

stopped a trial in a distriet court by |
simply going in and taking a front seat, |
and watching the proceedings with the |
interest of an ordinary spectator. First
the lawyers began casting side glances
at me, and hurriedly covered up their
papers-—it was a will case, 1 remember:
then, with looks at me, they
charged each other with hiring spies
Even the judge could not km»;p his eyes |
off me, and finally, after fidgeting about
in the most unecasy way, adjpourned
ourt for the day I am sure | wax fol

nis of the lawyers
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other madman, 1 thoucht, and to avoid
a scene | left the thentr
“My life becan r
e I‘;"i' continm
M1 had ‘;u}vn

f ;)_H~ },\n

nding to know |

to them 1 saw men |

eye as | passed, as if 1 had gazed into

| their souls and plucked out the knowl

edgo of their blackest seervts. | saw

| wotnen blush, or lose color, as if my
| glance showed that

I knew their hidden
faults. 1 found, too, that my business
was gufforing. Ladies, to whom [ had |
lose their |
temper and tell me not® to  keop asking

if it was too much trouble to show goods
they would go elsewhere, Others when
paying for their purchases would de-
mand indignantly how 1 dared to sus-
peet them of trying te pass counterfeit
money. Htll others grew coquettish,
nnd giggled and ealled me a horrid man
in the sight and presonce of my best and
m oy nb}e cuswmc'-rs. I was gn-

to a lovely girl!"here poor Mr,
Ambler's voice became unsteady and
he pulled hard at bis pipe—‘and she
threw me over. Bhe told me she would
never marry a man who was
suspicious, and never an instant in her

eo but he showed that be doubted
wr. I swore frantieally that doulit of
her hadd nover entered my mind. She
was W at my impassfoned
words ; but as she raised her
head to come forward she g back
ndignantly, and eried that my own fioe
t that instaut belied my words."”

| alfected by any diseise

| Huns, Avars and Mongols

| the fresh wound, and then make
| poss
| and

| constantly tighter with a lever,

ovea was at hand they would force their |
| vietim jnto it, kindle a fire in the front

ever heard of such another case as mine,
and how counld any one m‘xw that my
questioning look was merely a physical
poculinrity? Most of my friends 1 lost
rapidly. T came to be spoken of every
where as a prying, meddlesome, suspi-
clons person whom it would be well to
avold, and I was avoided accordingl?‘l

“How did you come to know wha
ailed you?" I asked.

“By having my photograph taken. |
was thundcnlruc{i when 1 looked at
them. My face had become one inter
rogation point, 1 saw it all then, and
felt as if the devil had taken possession
of me. | was afraid of mysell ns sowe
thing uneanny, and dreaded to be alone
I haunted the offices of the doctors, but
none could help me, 1 thought | should
go mad."”

Filled with wonder at this strange
story, | asked the miserable man how he
came to adopt the green patch.  He re
pliod that one Tobias Trotter, a eigu
dealer on Market street, had
life-long friend. They were
gether, and had always been
Mr. Trotter's eyes having no quest
infirmity, and being

main chance, he had no difficulty ir |

finding a wife. A yvear after his
riage he dashed one  forenoon into Mi
Ambler's store, with his hat on the bacl
of his head and hi flying op
shouting as he extended his hand ‘it
8 boy, Johin!  Congratulate m
Mr. Amsbler gave Mr. Trotier a
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would become of me
off from my kind. Do you sce any
sign of it coming on in the right eye
asked Mr. Ambler, pulling down tiw
lower lid a little with his forefinger
bending toward n and looking
wmy face with the o8t intense
i said doul
excisimed the wreiched man
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st off;
horse-hair
tongue and draw it slowly
down; they would bind about
the forehead a knotted rope, and draw it

they
through

of it, and compel him . to ercep cut
through this fire, They often bored

| holes in the knee-pans of those whom

they would torment, or poured disgust-
ing fluuds down their throate, When the
robbers had by tortare compelled the
surrender of hidden
their lust of plundor was satisfiod and
their inhuman detires quicted, they
completed the proof of their vandalism
by destroying that which they could not
carry off,
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Bwiftly I bend to her, and-—
The winds kiss the reeds and rushes!

A Danish “Roller«Conster,”
{Harper's)

It is called in Danish Rutschban, and
may as well be dubbed in English rush-
rallway. A tower stands at either end
of a ratlway, which is perbaps & hundred
and eighty feet w  length, forty feet
high st one extremity, and balf as high
at the other. | climbed the rude stair
case of the higher tower, and found my
self in a room crowded with people wait
ing their opportunity fora ride. At the
entrance stood a phaecton-like car
four small non wheels, the
very stout, and holding two peaple with
comiort The wheels were i grooves
and the course extended over the de
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An 0ld Bed-RNoom,
{Lazgie Yori
} ama glad to hear an artist say
Americans are developing a seose of
color, since it I8 the moral element of
material things, Let us hope, a8 out
walls and draperies are made beauti.
ful and harmenious, that we, ourselves,
may become related to them. It i not
well to see 0 wooden soul in a golden
house,

Casn.)

me when a child by the works of art in

an ol country house, Hanging against

a white wall, in & frame of black, was a

otch of green and  white and black.

green o weeping willow, and under

it n weeping widow in  black, a sepul
chral urn in white,

Then there was a cheerful death bed
scone of John Wesley: also the persoon-
tion of the martyrs, with all their ago
nies realistically wrought. Altogether
the finest inspiration to nightmare that
| ever decorated a  bed-room. Yes, we
| are in advanee of that,
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We would respectfully invite the
public to give us a call when in want
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. REMODELING,

Also make a specialty of
- UPHOLSTERING

!

Reserved For
C. U

HOFFER
& CO.

INSTILCTORS, OVER 630 STUDENTS LASY
VEAR. '

rvatory |

|

i

|




