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Was It Chance
© wind swept over a silver string;
oord responded, but why did it sing
Was it chance?
The golden sun, rising, illumined the skyy
The lotus awakened, but why did it sigh?
Was it chance ?
The nightingale hovered all nighto'er the rose;
Why blossomed the rosebud at dawn? Who
knows?
Was it chance?
The moon flew away with the dark gazelle;
hich courted the other? Who can tell?

Was it chance?
o

'ho lover found many strange ways to his fair,
‘ut, arrived gt the spot, she was ever there.
Was it chunce?
— Froth the Persian.

CHARMING BETTIE.

“It was all very long ago,” the old
Mmaid said.
Was pretty ?"

Priscilla opened her mouth to speak; |
but Miss Bettie did not wait to hear |
her.

“Yes, I was pretty once, and I was
zalled Bettie.! My
was always curly, and my eyes used t
be very bright.
.'0 red, they accused me of painting
many a time, and my teeth
even, and my figure round and trim.”

She had her snug, brown house,with
Jts pretty, old-fashioned garden, her
blnlw and her flowers, and her white
kitten; but she must at times, Priscilla
fancied, be very lonely, in spite of it all

Priscilla could the
[png winter evenings, sitting in the
little, dim, lamp-lhighted parlor, knittin
~knitting.

“Miss De 16 said,
a little, “who called you that—(
ing Bettie?”

“Can you believe I ever

‘Charming hair
My cheeks were red

1

white and

picture her in

e

gently,

harm

“Who?" Oh, a good He
galled me so first, and then they all got
to calling me that. I have never told

¥y one yet, Dut sometimes | think
it would do me good to speuk about it

get tired of only thinkin

uch,” with a little
hll?mg lying idle now
A “Iis name was David
h;ftti- said, tremulously,
B “David Allyn—Lawyer Allyn!" P'r
flla cried, her dark eyes large with
ien« surprise,
t The

rather

Fativ

stri . !
potus

o ) ' P 1 1
ghe asked

arm, dear,” he said, and when I did

frembling a littl he id: ‘How
would you | t ung fellow trong
arm to lean on always?' 1 didn't sa
anything tht the he took my so hy
surprise I pr nt and

told e
and he L
my arin a little pinch: “I am going t
'n:nn-- you ‘Charming Bettie'
that he alwayscal'sd me that, and s

id, wi

nearly every one in R bega vl
ing me it, to We were 1 IAg
ed to cach other, although I wear a
Jttle ring he gave me, in remembrance
of our love, yet,” Miss Dettie said, a

held out

thin hand, on which shone,

in the firelight, a worn band of gold,
“There was just this understanding
between o e day when he had
got a nice start in the law and had a

little home of his to take me to,
then | We were

young and we were content to wait;

own

was to be his wife,

and one day he went away to the city

to go into partnership with and old es- |

a friend of" his

tablished
father’s.

lawyer,

It

fine opening for him, and we both knew |

#t, and rejoiced over it likechildren, al-

was a grand chance, a |

though we

dreaded  the separation. l
‘Never mind, Charming Bettie," he said,
when he came to kiss me good l-y.!
‘In a few years I will be nicely fixed;
perhaps rich, who knows?
I'll have a good start, and I will come
And then

he was gone, and that was the end, for

Anyway:
back and carry you away.’

when David Allyn came home at the
end of two years he did not come alone;
he brought his wife with him.

here a little
then went back to the city,
and 1
‘who that

“They staid while, and |

I met her,
her
little thing

Wi

once, in church overheard
ask David
with the red
at

Jettie ?
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If that was ‘Charming
That day I walked for the
after David's marriage up
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face was staring

s0 hard ?"

first time

| T shed many bitter tears, I resolved not

to let what had happened spoil my life

for me; but somehow it has the
spinster ended sadly, and she stared ag |
the fire with dim eyes

“Miss Bettie, she is now," th
girl said softly, after a little pa
“and he is a widower.”

Priscilla had been staring at the fire
also, and weaving a little romance of
her own

“Hush, child!"" Miss Sligo eried,
“How can you? She has not been in

David

ave a year yet, and

her gr Allyn
will never marry again, anyway. 1lis
romance, like mine, is ended.”
Miss Priseilla Kissed the m
faded cheek, and tlur )
wlect it \ l
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S v t n another rocking
coair i y, and had taken up he
knitting

David Allyn watched t wift-1)
ing needls

Don’t you eve et ] he ask
ed, after a few moment ence “1
do, up in big hon It L pretty
la $ it it too for me«

Miss Bettie only knitted faster, and
was silent His coming had disturbed
her greatly Suddenly, he moved for
ward, and took her work away.

“1 don't want vou to kuit any more

to-night.’ k

he said; “I want youtol

at me"”
“Lawyer Allvn!”
“No, not bLawyer Allyn-—David,

Call me that, as you n«m‘t.. »
Miss Bettie trembled:

glowed as in youthful days
David Allyn took one of the spinster's

the

her cheeks

thin hands in %is one which

Lthe little worn ring was, it happened.

on

“I have
vour forgiveness
[ feel I made a |

id, gravely,
come to-night to .

and your love again.

mistake— a greavt mistake, once in my
life, and I want, if possible, to rectify

it.  Don't tell me it is to late,”

To feel that she was loved again,
| after all these loncly years, was too
much for Miss Dettie; she burst into

tears.  Her white kitten purred and
rubbed ita soft little head against her
dress, The firelight danced on the
wall and made black shadows in the |
COrners,

In the uncertain light David
bent and ki
him,

They were speedily married,

American Society,

Awmerican society, as now carried

on, is maintained solely for the bene-
fit of young girls, and is generally lit-
tle better than a marriage mart The
parents laun ~.;M;:.;' as well

18 possible, and display their wares to

the greatest advantage, but the busi-

Allyn |
sedd the faded cheek beside |

CLIPPINGS FOR THE CURIOUS,
Germany still beheads her eriiminals
for certain capital offenses,
Landscapes have been photographed
from the windows of a train running
forty miles an hour.
Pittshurg, Penn., manufactures glass
shingles, said to be mwore durable and
tmpervious to rain than slate,
A
will supply peo

Paris advert ses that

he

ple with all the dimples

SUTEeon
they may desire at a napoleon aplece

The practice of
such progress in Japan that it is said
abont Y000 bodies are annually dispos

ed of in this manner.

The last census of India shows that
“'),1[1'.l"' ..' LI ’[“\'l .‘H’!I' l\l"k“’
elephants and j I'his is due to
the fact that n n whose hus-
band dies is allowed to remarry.,

The total land area of the United
| States, not including  Alaska, is 1,900,
BOO000  acres, and the total amount of
farms, according to the last cen
HA6,081, 835 acre I 1 ber  of
T ed by the gove t at the
tite that census was taken was 1,273,
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Christian era there wa the world
$427.000,000 in gold, T I dimin
ished to #57 ) at the time Amer
fea W d I, wl t began t
increase N the a {f gold
use is estimated to be §6,000,000,000,
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A Man Never had Teeth,
A man wl fe had a
| tooth in his ne time a
‘ resider f ‘ fact was
brought to the recollection of an old
resident of Montana by seeing a state
ment in an Eastern paper that one of

| the

ness of the market is carried on chiefly
v the yo Is themselves, instead
f by their mothers, as in England and
Europ s no speclal objection
to tl of transacting the bus-

[ but it preposte that young

and  their affair hould er-
hadow and shut out everything and
' dy else. Ther t of this al

nin one cla and one pursuit
i t Amer n ty is often in
ifferably dull and fat. It is made
p too exclusively f ignorant girls
ind  their att lant 1 Half the
‘ ition of a cultivated woman is of

that which is derived O

t l fr the world; and yet
\1 u t wholly
given up tot I entert 1
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A Temperate Life,

(ieorge Bar torian, is 83
vears old, and y clear intellect

¢ memory, lagging industry
! gry for new facts hist il a
ent and fond of ety and out
| exerci 8 a4 man of half hi
He rides freque ts his 1

th only a oping of
shoulders, and | white hair crowns a
face full of animation and lit by quick
1 expre © ey A\t his desk at |

‘ i n the morning, he has all |
the freshne of a youthful literateur,
el deve { the vanity common to

uth and old age, of petting his own

as and style.  In revising the early
volumes of his history he strikes out his
theories of twenty years ago as readily
as his superabundant diction, and re
places them with lately discovered facts
in ethnology and chronology and with
His intel
lectual healthfulness is due probably to
constant and unhurried work, as his
bodily vigor is attributable to reguiar.
ity /ad temperance in eating, drinking
and general living. He is a rémarka.

terse and direct language.

bie imstance of long-preserved elasticity
of all the faculties.

most wonderful natural euriosities
of the age isa 10-years-old Georgia boy
who never had any teeth and showsno

I'he

_\‘4”*

signs that he ever will have any

man referred to above was 60

old and had never had teeth, His name
was Joseph Bearclaw.
of Alder Gulch in 1864

Although nature failed to sup-

dent and

1865,

He was a resi- |

ply Mr. Bearclaw with teeth she tried |

to make amends by furnishing him
with long, strong finger-nails and toe-
nails, which were almost as hard as
bone and fully an eighth of an inch
thick. It isnot known whether he
got the name of Bearclaw from the
circumstance or if that was properly
his name. He was from Illinois, to
which state he returned in 1865 or
1866.

cremation is making |

THE BON MARCHE

ablishment that Feeds, Shelters
and Employes.

Almost every one knows this won-
derful dry goods store of Paris, but 1

think not many know that it is a be

— . - p— -

IHE FAMILY DOCTOR.

The late Dr. Leared, in

on “The

/!l/qlﬂ/,sir/
in his recently lv‘i]’]l‘.'l"‘l 22

Causes and Treatment of Indigestion,”
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) 1 ederal government hs :
when § Federal government has | 4 j,0x one day 1nade a call upon &
de the contemplated impro ents 1 1
made lll € \" pia imj "' “"I" { it and bitterly complained of the
in t} or ississ i, in the in Py— o 2
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Knew Him Well,
“Do you know thé prisoner ' asked
a judge of a witness,
I know inti-

“Yes, sir, I do; him

| mately; he and I were in a bank to-

gether at the same time.”

“Ah, when was thit ?” was the ques
tion of a shrewd lawyer, who was
counsel for the prisoner.

“Well, as near as I can remember, it
was five years ago, and about 3 o'clock
in the morning; none of the bank offi,
cers were present at the time.”

The witness was speedily exensed

; for the poor Fowls. It is their condi.
| tion I wish to mitigate.”

] The Peasant took the matter unde:
| wlvisement, and next evening he ne-
glected to shut up his Fowls. Next
morning he came across the Fox just
a8 he had finished feasting on a fat
Pullet and cried out: “Ah! this is the
way you take to pity my poor Fowls,
is ity”

“Well, you see,” grinned Reynara,
1 feel very sorry for the Fowls, but at
khe same time cannot afford to miss an
opportunity,”

Moral: The man with ten acres of
land to sell is the chap who first sees

Free

the need of an orphan asylum.— Detrogt
Press.



