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ICvtry farmer t/i /i>h annual e.xi>erienrg

i discoverh mnneltiing of value. Write, it ami |
rint it tn the M Agricultural I'Mitor of the
I)G MOCK AT, llrllffmite,J'ni/i'athat other !
farmer* may hare the benefit of it Js et \
rommitmcatnm* be timely, ami br hare that

they at e brief mid well pointed.

Kx-linv. SKVMOI U, of New York,
tliat l'oeoiation ilny he

made a day for tree planting. Tlu-
veteran politician lirh le i n making

just such scnnihlc snggestions all hit)

long and useful life.

A ooon, purc-liloo led cockerel, of

Route of the approved breed*, ii.tro-
duced to the tlock ol hurnyaid fowls

now will add never d tinien bin cont

to the value of the year's crop of
chickens.

WK bhould'nt be ur|riel if,
examination, a lot of partly decayed
fruit and vegetables could be found
in the cellar. Suppose you look to
this to-day, and remove all such and
give them to the stock. The slock
will appreciate them, and the air of
the house will be decidedly improved.

It the theory that wheat will

"smother" under a crust of snow and
ice he a correct one, the lookout for

the present crop is rather blue. All
the Is'st wheat growing sections of

the country have Ix-en coveted with

a solid sheet of ice for several WMU*.

We shall know more uliout it when

the harvest is gathered than ever he-
fore.

<>i course \our poultry house was

cleaned an 1 whitewashed l-.-' full
Indole putting tin fuwls into winter

quarters. 11a* it occurred to \<>u

that now that the fowls ha..* used it
for several montlis almost < on-tant'v,

it stands in r.eed <> r am>th> r "hou<
cleaning ou mnv - ir. .t >!<>-

Better attend to it < II om- ? ! it.. !.I -?

wann, pleasant dt\s that ? In -

cause I* f r. long "the s< a- in will j

I.JK ri" and \ m will I, id ... much

work on hau l that \..i ( oi>i I. r of

more in>| tt;t that i? . i- a

mistake, though,) that iil he nj t to

In- neglccltd. \\ i-i. y,\i n.aki your
whitcwa.lt pot an ounce or two .f
crude i arh lie arid t .ewrv gailor. :

and after you io.v. done the cleaning
up, give the roosting pole* i good
dose of coal oil.

W i. have great r.o ! 'i in elov.-r a* a

I means of renovating the soil, and w

\u25a0 have great fntii in plaster n a

|H'ci il f. il.ii/. i for closer. I: is a

\. i* simple and a\ tn.atlr t for

ver \ firmer to t. t it * \ sine f? r hi ni-

sei I in such a in.mm i as w II pi..\c

convincing a portion of the

clover field, of aveiage quality, and
give i'. n liberal diessing iii tally
Spring. le.\ing a piece Iwside il with

f.ut am, and carefully wateli the rt \u25a0
nulls. Trilcs, we greatly err, daily,

|or rvrn weikly. ohsen itiolts fiom

that until mowing time will convince

| the uiot skeptical i f its value. If.
however, you would lc thoroughly

i conflrincl in youi conc i 'tions let the

j pieces he mea- r. I, and of i pial
j size, then weigh the hay of saeh sop-

I nrntely, calculate its \ d'i# at market
! price, take fioin tho money returns of

the plastered piece the cost of the

plaster, and see how the two compare
try the pocket-book test.

Pushing the Stock

< or of fhr* K| itrfui't.

The question of profitable atoek
raising and fattening on the farm is

one of simply how short il can lie

accomplished. On the tnngea in the

West it may pay to let stock run
three and four years U'forc selling in
market, but for the average farmer

who must IK? Nt more expense and

trouble where pastures arc more vnl
liable, and who can afford to take the
price generally realized for such
stock, be must puah his 6tock, must,
if possible, make bis stock weigh
more in a far less lime and thereby
secure a better price. To do this : ,
The cow, sow snd ewe must be In a

thriving condition at the period of
parturition snd must bo kept so, in
order that the young offspring may

make a good aturt growing, and as
soon as possible the young stock, be

j it u calf, a lamb, or u litter of pigs,
; must he pushed with feed us fust us
possible, as long as good grade cattle

; can be made to weigh from twelve j
hundred to two thousand pounds in

two years and fattening hogs can be
' ruude to weigh four or five hundred
pounds in a year simply by pushing j

j all the time. To accomplish these
j results you must not let the growth
stop for a single day. livery day
your stock ceases to grow is that

! much los, and to keep them increas-
; ing steadily requires constant care

and attention, hut in this there is u

J profit and the more you can add to

I young stock's growth arid weight in
a given time the greater will bethel
profit, under anything like ordinary

i circumstances. This i- especially the

\u25a0 case with hogs. 1 urtucrs have ul.
; ready realized that it is far more

profitable to Imve pigs come in in
the Spring, then push them along all
summer and Lave them ready for
market at the farthest by f 'hristmas.
Il costs considerable to w.ntcr a pig
and keep it growing a* fist as it

' ?hou!d ?and unless il is kept grow-
ing all the time il will get stunted
and no amount of < \tra < are after-
wards will fully make up what has
been . jst. Jhe same may l.c said of
eal vcs. if . ? itin the lull or early j
in the winter it takes good care to
keep the 111 growing AS they should,
and any failure * to do tin. is "ore to
he seen afteiwalds, while ii calved ill
the spring, with a g >od summer to
grow in. the y can he in such a con-
dition in the f,ll :i to i noble the

owner to keep up the growth much
easier than J - \ months younger.
."?olhat to he profitable to the a\er-
s_'e fttimc r in w --to. ~ nit: ' ('? j 1 -bed
trom the stuit.

Political Needs Ai/amst Agricul-
tural Advancement.

\\ hen one reads of the vast sums \

sunk e\ ? n Mar by ('uiigrc - and the
State#, in work ti.;t docs n i good

? \c ill til. tin- : < kets of l.ohti-
-1

cnai.s?h . ? that >-| . lit in useless jo-

ithai investigation* and in theerec-
t on of moiMrous structure * like the
New \ oi M.a e C.'ij-iti '.. c g. in-

\u25a0 olopit tc, -"11,000,000 it ibumiliat-;
ing to think how gtudgingly a few

thousand doli u* are voted t> |iro-

mot. 11.? intc rests of agri< .1 .r<. at. 1

th >". t- '.win r'.. I i, . . f .1 the
ta\e* |.ll ,: he :.gr ?.i' jra1 m-l
mu:..!\. Of cour*. th< \ arc in part
to I nil.-, fir ttx-ir demands in *u> h
matters woubl is- *jxcldy hce-dcl
we re thev to he made in away to in-
licntv a d.termini I unu n of < rT<irt

and purpo*.. hut m the pre *ent ? tatt ;
of agl n lltlllsi knowledge and its'
want of npprc. ia'...it cf what i 1 \u25a0 ->t

t r i*. tin- c mn- t exp. ?. -i. But
in'.) H'genl men like tho.se supj Ito
re,.re-int the ]soplc in |c-'_o|ative

Imdii. .hciuhl rem- mhi'i that nil < n
terpi ii- to e\ti n 1 nji n.-nltu: .1 n-
formation arc in iiic-a*ure educa-
tional to the | x i? pie nt large -.* well
S to individual- thai even if a few

farmers oppose ihrtn. it is lnvau-e
tin \ arc t< > litt!'? nif. c ted by ngricul
tural progress to appreciate the good
tli. y do. Who would li*t< ii with re-

*jx c t to an aiguinont against i.s liig
by a man who cam t read ' The ie
nuncistions of ignorant hitteriy pn i- i
udiced mrn against Agricultural Col-
lege* or i'xperiment Stations, ami ;

'icing useless or damaging, are ju*t

as much in point, and only sh w the
greah r need of them in order that,

the dense ignorance exhibited shall
IN- eradicated. Agriculture i* at the
base of all national pro*|ie;it\, ami
bus not shaied in the advance that

has attended other pursuits. That
advance is hindered by a maze of

ilillieult and complicated questions
which are beyond the means of indi-
vidual enterprise to solve, and hence
state aid must le invoked In other
pursuits the questions to solve are
comparatively few and simple, but in
agriculture they are innumeishle,
complex aud far-reaching. Those who
have gone the furthest appreciate t his
the most?yu*t as the great New ton
was bumbled snd appalled rnther
than exalted, by the consciousness
that whit he had learned was but as

' a grain of sand on the sea shore to
the illimitable fie ld of knowledge yet

i unexplored. The advance ol the
masses in agriculture is not enough
yet to mskc tliem begin to appreciate
the immensity of what is to be
known. Reaction, of course, should
le guarded against, bjut every step
Uken should be a step in advance.

Put Clover on Your Land.

An Ohio paper Hay* that l>y clov.
??ring, hundreds of farms that were
about worthless have been reamed

| from dilapidation and ruin. It is an
accepted truism that as long as

"clover will catch" the farm can be
! restored to paying fertility, and by a
good rotation is cveu getting more-
productive and profitable ; for after
some yearn of such treatment the
land will bear harder farming?that
\u25a0a, two or three crops may succeed a

good coat ol i lover before laying
down to trover again. Rough, new
land should be subdued by the use of
large ? lover. Nothing so effectuaily
rots our stumps and kills weeds and
sprouts, and prepares the land for
the plow and good paying crops.
\\ ild, new lands should always have
it sown on tire fir -t grain crop down.
It -aves a vast amount of labor, for
in a few \ ears it *o tau,--s the ground
and clears it of enetm- a to the plow
that it works like old ground, and is
good for r ill crops. < )ne great error
is often fallen into, and that is fol-
lowing the old tradition that a bushel
of c lover s. d will do for eight acres.
1 ha' may hav- he< n enough to clover
latid partially when it was new, but
whoever aims at getting trp his land

I in a sp< i d\ an I | rofitaMc way should
! sow a bti*ht 1 on four acres so that L.s
land may be thoroughly shaded

Thu Staple Crop.

Wherever '-lo\r can Is.- grown it
must always >... th<- staple crop, to lc
turned under as green manure. There
ire good reasoi for > ? lieving that a

large clover grow'h turned under
a< to ally odds to the fertility of the
s< .1. Much of tie rr. rural matters
ill its bail* and stem* are brought
t: >rn the üb.-oil, wnence. in the case
of other crop-, tin y would be entirely

rii'ivfiilabb-. Ihe 1 u'k of a clover
\u25a0 rop :n full growth i- much greater
than rjios- farm, r- real /\u25a0 . The grecti

su-.-h iiti ti might, when
-1 r ?\u25a0 i. Vil l i i.111. over two or three
'oris of hav but. by carefully vsdi

init away tin -a.l, fo as to preserve
all the closer : it has been found
that tin -e. ithvirgrc n state, weigh-
ed at the rate of thiiteen tons per
acre The quality \u25a0 r the tnanurtal
v ilui- of elovi r roots is quite us r< -

mark abb as it quantify. They are
rii b in to'.regen, ,n i n c. potash ar. 1
p!i spiiat< s. Jt. which make
a i iovei sward wi.err | .owed under
the t"! possible preparation for
wheat. In its dei :.y tier fumisln S

'ill that the gran i rop requires, and

it supplies such p'an' f rod in more
available form, and m-re evenly dis-

i tributed through t: . s,,i], than the
SAME amount ? F material could IK?
plat' >i I v any other ?; < thod. With
the ino-t rati I d top. lrcssing tnueh
of the soil wdl i irnu mlv fail to tie
placed in eon' u t with the manure,
and In n< e fail to real JJC any imme-
diate benefit therefrom, c>n the Oth-
er hand, clover growth plowed irndt-r
enriches every particle of soil with
which either leaf or plant has come
in contact.

Arc You \ll Ready f

A . ? *, %, ', i. -

We know some f irmt r who sro

always complaining of "ha 1 luck,"
poer soi

, unfavorable seasons, etc.
We have seen them start from the
bri .ikt.Hst tatile at i,j to 7 o'clock,

; and frequently the sun climbs half
up the meridian Ircforc the teams nj
otlu r working apparatus, and all got
together, and then, very often there
is n missing link, or bolt, or screw,

i hinking. planning, at tanging before-
fur ml, taking tinu- by lite forelock,
are just as important to the tillers of
the soil, as to the man in any other
business. Active spring work ia
upon is or close at hand; W all
ready to strike the most effective

, blows at the very start : "Well begun
?half done."

Don't Neglect It.

PnHj'i Fruit Ewr-.ul

Renumber it's the freezing and
thawing of spring that heaves out
strawln rries and other plants, ami
the only way to prevent this is n
heavy mulch of straw or hay. It
should IK* put on at once.

loKORAicr. ia hlisa to such i>ersons
as pay three or fotu prices for plants
or trees to traveling agents. Rut it
is anything but bliss when they come
to have the aeries knocked off their
eyes by reading the price list of some
responsible nurseryman who quotes
the same articles at about ooe-fourlh
what was paid to the polite
?Peoria Tr<iMcript.


