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It is said that about eight hundred
of the clerks recently taken into the
Pension office on trial are to be dis
charged for inefficiency. This is a
large number of ineflizients, but if &
general weeding of the departments
takes place and civil service reformgis
carried out in gnod faith, the pumber

will, no doubt, be largely reinforced.

The practice of rushing into the de-
partments political dependents in the
train of members of Congress, with-
out qualifications, has stocked & large
field that needs praning.
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framing them a grave responsibility | Tar Republicans of the Illinois
rests upon the Speaker. The appoint- | Legislature are squabbling over the
ment of good ‘committees will secure | spoils. Sixteen Benators, it appears
good results in the general business | got together and fixed up a elate de-
and this fact should not be lost sight | viding all the positions among their
of by SBpeaker or members in the first | special friends, leaviog the balance »f
stages of the seasun, Senators unprovided for. These have
{ bolted from the caucus and promive to
| make things lively in the election. It

| is & noble exhibition and is additional

John Brennan, of Baltimore, were at
tacked Saturday night at Baltimore by y
two negroes, and Joseph was probably | proof of the noble aspirations of the
fatally injured, His skull was fractared. | “ grand old party " which seema to be
Brennan was cut in the back with s |in Illinois, as elsewhere, only held to-
razor, but only slightly hurt. The ne. | gether b{ the * cohesiye power of
groes escaped. l.public plunder.”

| AR

| fifth, and according to our recollee-

( latter eighty.

tions of the venerable editors when
they entered upon editorial life, we
one hundred
the

The DesocraT, being

conc'ude the former is

and seventeen vyears of age, and

a mere youth, only having survived

| its fourth year, takes great pleasure

in offering congratulations and the
courtesies of the season to our venera
ble brethren, and hopes that many
years of prosperity and happiness may
yetbe addded to/Bhe long ycars of
triumph and usefulness of the past.

the senators and members do

or that

not realize suoch need I'here has been
much promise that such revision should
be made. A TarifF-Commission was ap
pointed last summer for this express
purpose and, contrary to general expec
tation, it has Made a report of no in
considerable merit on this subject,

The dificulty seems to lie in the fact
that the really sincere men in either
House who desire to conform to the pop
ular demand are in a woful minority.
Fhe tmajority of the

both parties who occupy positions on

men of

the floor do not desire the settiement of
the tarifl’ question at all, They want it

thought in time of having & semi cen-
tenial exhibition. N, ¥, World,
<> -

Gexgrat Toowns, of Georgia, says:

Ihe November defeats prove that the
Republican party must purify itself or
go The become
weary of political chicanery and de-

down, people have

| mand fair dealing.
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| A pEFAULTING TREASURER. Mar®
| shal C. Polk, Treasurer of the State
Tenncssee, is a defaulter to the
amount of half a million. He abe
sconded but has been overhauled and
arrested in Texas,

of




