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STATE CHANGE.
??

The autiual meeting of the l'atrons
of Huabaudry was held at I Inrri.-liu
last week, commencing on the 12th, |

Leanord Rhone, the Mnater presiding.
We take from the published minutes,

the following letter from Judge Blai k :

BROCKIE, NEAR YORK, DECEMBER
10,1882. ? My Dear bir: ?A neigh*
her and near relative of mine has
shown me the letter in wl.i h you ex*

prt ss your strong desire to see and hear
ine at your meeting on the 12(h

With much reluctance, and only tor
imperative reasons, I deny myself the
honor of uniting my voice with yours
in the loud demand which you and
other l'atrons of Husbandry propose
to make forequal and tair taxation.

I hope you are accurately informed
upon the operation ami effect of tin
present system. lam not; but 1 can

hardly be mistaken in supposing that
the products of land and agricultural
labor are taxed, directly ami indirect
ly, nine or ten times as heavily ns the
average of the burdens imposed upon
other classes. Why should not this
be remedied? All our public institu-
tions, including courts, jails, schools,
poor houses ami county roads, could
be supported, and all the proper ex
penses of the stnto could be paid, by a

tax laid with even-handed justice upon
all classes alike and the share of the
farmer would be reduced ninety per
cefit. below what it itow is. \\ hy
should not the farmer be taxed ae
cording to the products of his business
and other persons at the same rate ac-
cording to theirs? If lam right, a

fund sufficient for all purposes to which
public iuom-y is now applicable eoubl
be rased by the state without taking
from any class more than one-tenth ol
what is now paid by farmers and own-
ers of real property. This fund when
raised could be easily distributed
among the counties according to impu-

tation and the onerous local taxes

would lie wholly abolished. If, in ud
dition to that, you eoubl reduce the
excessive and arbitrary exactions ol
the railway corporations to rensonabl
and uniform rales which the constitu-
tion requires you would g> t the blt~*
ine ???'every just man in the common-
wealth.

i/ iul)tii -s it will require some lubor,
care and examination to mature a
perfect plan f<>r i-ai r\ ing out this prin
ciple ; at d you must must expect the
opposition ot powerlu! p< r-on- win. un-
interested in present abu-es. My l*. k
ol stalls; leal tacts, as will as want ot ,
time and space, prevents me from '
going into detail*.

Now is the accepted time to press !
for justice ami equal rights. The pur j
ty coining in cannot In- tan libs* t > the
pledges it bus given so freely. If the I
independents are really independents !
nnd half as honest as I take them to
be they will give their utmost aid to
your eatise. As to the old habitual
enemies ofgood government, they are
on iloir oeatli lad professing a re-
peutance which I Impc is too sincere
to permit of any new sins which might
add to the shame and agony ol th.-ir
political dissolution.

The new powers that be for will be
in u few week*) are worthy of your
generous confidence. They will probit-
lily commit some error*. I<et patience
hiq>e and charity be exhausted before
your faith give* nway. Sometime*,
perhaps, they will seem to be wrong
when they are not; wait for the light
ami that your conclusion is clear be
fore you condemn them. Make due
allowance for the difficulties of the
task before them. Reform is always

up hill work, being bard and slow com-

pared with the descending grade on

which a vicious administration travels
down so easily. Hut wuich these new
rulers in the executive ami legislative
departments?watch thein well ami
censure them freely for eveiy derelic-
tion of duty. If they come short of
their plain duty, or willfullybreak the
vows they have made to sound princi-
ple*, Iroin (ear, lavnror alfectioti to the
riugs that have robbed you heretofore,
show them no mercy but scourge
them back into the rtllremeut from
which they cught never to have
emerged.

Under a cheap and economical
government (if we get such a one iu
Pennsylvania> by which taxes are im-
posed only for publie purposes and
collected with horizontal equality from
every class alike,agriculture wiliflour-
ish as it never did before. The tax

eaters may not fatten quite so rapidly
aa they do at present, but the land will
smile with plenty. If you have more
than you want you need not part with
it to the greedy millionaire but think
of the unfortunate laborers starving
and striking in the mines and factories
all over the country and ''shake the
aupcrflux to them." I am with profound
respect, Yuura, etc.,

J. 8. Black.
Leonard Rhone. Eaq.

The following extracts are taken
from the annual message ofthe worthy
Master, Mr. Rhone.

TIIE COMMON SCHOOLS.
The importauca of common schools

?? "
"

"caii not well benver estimated. Their
influence upon the r!"iiK generation

ran only he measured hy tlie litp*c of
time. It ha* been well suid 'education
i* the clhhii defence of nation* and I
may add, the source of untold wialth
to the Mate. .Inn in proportion us
the people are cilueaUO they awumo it

manhood. Base and hrutel
passions and appetite* are restrained.
Labor become* more honorable and
-killed, and thrift and enterprise in
vigorated. Latent powers become ac-
tive, and the whole state awaken* to
new lite and houtulles activity." The
master then call* upon the organiza-
tion to manifest a deep interest in the
schools to make them better. Tl e
range of practical education shouhl
tie extended to include agriculture,
rhe state could with great propriety
and economy furnish the hooks .-.* the

virtue ami intelligence of the people i<
a greater source of w< aliii and power,
ami n surer guarantee for the perpetui-
ty of the stale than most gilded govern-
ment or powerful monopolies.

TUB AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

Spe iking of the State Agricultural
College, he said it had drifted so tar
roin what was intended that it would

now require the utmost eare of its

friend* to regain the confidence of the
farmers. The present system of duel-
ling the trustees was very'objeetiouft
hie. He thinks the grange organisa-
tions which represent 30.000 intelligent
farmers should have a voice in their

selection and recommends that legisla-
tion Ih* secured that the trustees he !

< lectrd hy a direct vote of the |eople.
Such wi-v legislation he claims would
p!a <? all chtß-c* and socidies upon an

? quality, and give the |tcople a direct ,
voice in the control of the institution,
ami no mird could measure the im-
mense capabilities ol the institution for
good ami the tar teaching results that
would flow from it to the granger class
if directed in the pnqx-r channel.

The State Board f Agriculture
comes in also lor a ? iibbing up, because
the selection of its member* is left to j
county agricultural societies, many j
practically de uuct, whilst other live
a-*ociaiions nuinberii.g theiradlierent* |
lV hundreds have no voice. Tlicelcc- I
tioil of the members shouhl la; left to

the electors. The proceeding* of the j
board, be held, were locked up, the !
re;*irt* never reaching the |a-ople j
whom thev would really ln-oefit. lie :
-til unfed the problem to the coming I
legislature.

THE POWER OF Tilt: RALLOT.

On tie power of the ballot Mr. !
Uliom u\-: "The grunge t* non-parti
sau ami must forever r>-uiuiu * \u25a0. But,
notwithstanding tin* fact, individual
im miter* tin not renounce ilnir right*
a* citizen*. Tin-uoiramim l<-l u*e -I

the ballot i* an iil< :io m >le n,-li (

When conacientiounly zen-it*l i< put
ge* tile bin|\ |H>ltlie. It I* (be loe ol

I\ runny. rtie time liii* come when
we linisl tbllik nod act iotb pcliili-in Iv

iu our own defence. I congratulate
the Patrons of Pennsylvania in the j
elevation of one of our own number, j
Brother C-banncey K Black, to the
second [Hisitioii of honor ami trust in <
the coiiimouwi-alth. I trust Ins in

tioiis may prove him well worthy of
our confidence and -u]}?>rt.'

THE NATIONAL GUARD.

He ap|x*als to the order to raise its
voii e against the production of'oleum
srgariin and argot* the appropriation
nt $.'20,000 for the National (iuunl i* j
little else titan wasted. ".lo*t ami fair |
legislation lor tlie protection of labor i
against the unholy ineroaehiuetita of
cor|Miratiou* u|siu it* rigfits, ami lilwr
il provision for the sup|>ort of our
schtsil system, will Iw nn>re potent fat ?
tors for the suppression of violence
than glittering liayoneu and tinseled
vanity. lam clearly of tlie opinion
that tlte amount appropriated to the
state military might lie saved to the
treasury of the slate, or transferred to

the cause of geuernl education among
the people."

TAXATION.

The suhject of taxation at present.
Mr. Bhone holds, should Ite given
much eare. It cannot lie successfully
denied that under the present system
the farmer is compelled In fear more
than his just pro|*>rtinn. Kvery acre
of land, whether productive or not, is
carefully returned hy the a**e*aor.

Every animal or other personal proper-
ty he owns, subject to taxation, is just
a* consciously returned by that officer.
In addition to this he liesr* his full
proportion of indirect tax, or duty im-
|> *>ed hy the state or national govern-
ments. He did not complain of that.
The injustice consisted in the fact that
bond* and mortgages did not hear

their due pnqiortiui). The law should
he so changed that the assessors'stamp
should lie required annually upon in-
terest bearing |>aper, in order to make
it col lentable. .Such a law would bring
to the surface a vast amount of capital
at present untaxed. Let the laws lie
so amended that the railroad* and oth-
er corporations within their control
shall bear alike the burden. Oil should

: In* (axed a* should uatioiial bonds,
Exempting so much property from
taxation lor local purposes hy state

aud national governments is exceed-
ingly dangerous aud oppressive, and a
species of class legislation never eon*

\u25a0 templated by the founders of the gov-
ernment. Let taxation fall propor-
tionally upon all property. A just
and equilablesystem ol taxation would
largely increase the revenues aud
enable the state to make more munifi-
cent appropriations to the education of

tloxtrinl resources. Tlie grunger*

thould move in the matter. Once Cully
Itdcrslood tin* people will line in their

majesty ami demand reform.

Sir Jonn McDonald anl the Cabman.

Mr. I)avin, in bin most delightful
lecture on "Down the (iulf and by
the Sen,'' lately delivered at Winucpcg
and Retina, telle llie following very
characteristic storv of tlie veteran

siulesmuu at tlie bead of the Canadian
(lovernmeiit: "In due course the par
ty arrived at e. The visit to the
Anglican Cathedral brought on mme

new and original ideas on the subject
of church decoration from Mr. Koliy,

i the visit to the Citadel, the St. Lm e
Hotel and Mnu'it lleniion (Vinetery
UIIMI c<nittibiiting to the general amuse
iiniit and interest. And the liist
chapter of what is really a novel in

three diaper* conclude* with this
scene, which wo believe is historical,
and took place this Milliliter. On
reaching the St. Lmi* Hot. I they saw

Sir John McDonald, with bis thought-
Inl luce and dark curls, which still
tight herd against the iilunchnig touch
of lime. He was surrounded by a I<>|

ofctihiiieii ulI crying : "I'll take vmi,
ir. I've a tine horse, Sir .John." Then
? air Irieuds had the op|Mirluuity ot

| witnessing one of those acts which
| more than even his great ability has

I endeared Sir John McDonald to a
| large portion of the Canada people
i S;r John asked whether Jim McC'ol-
I logli win. there. Jim was not there,

; but a little boy said Jim wits on the
-land, and lie would leteh him. Many
tears ago, when Parliament met HI

(Joeliec, Jim always drove Sir John.
Imi nnw came, old and ragged, tlriv

ing the wnr i cah in Sir
John shook hunds with Inn, iiitpiired
bow Itiddieand the children were, and
then amid cheers, in win It even tin-
? tisappoitited cahincii joined, drove idf
to visit ihetl iveruor U uerai and the
Princess Lmisc.

The Vireinia Frauis.

A .Sr-nfi/i"n in tht I -\u25a0U-i Slit/I ( irm,l
Cwrt at /.ift.m >ni/.

The investigation into the allegid
election frauds m Virginia iprogrv*--
ing slowlv in the I niied States circuit
c mrt in Ri< hiuoinl. Tin re was some-
i lung ot a sensation wlorn (oiign --man
I).leudnrf, the recently debateo ami

Mat. ue candidate, testified in re*|*m*c
to the SJIIIIIIOIIKservei) on hill), Coll- '
gre-siiinii at Large lei t John S. \Vi#e, j
who i- the disirn t aitorio v, is pro- ru-

ling lie -V eu-- against his lu(.- |Ml|lU-
inl opjHiueiit. Congressman D /".i-

--ilorf wis tuki ii in liiinil by Mr. Wise,
wli ? asked itiin dhekmw a. y thing of
tie aJn .cil f aud- and I). /.i ndurl re-
puciM * N ot i.v j\u25a0i ? n.nl k nvti-

edge. 1 wiou you a Ii f i a ti'.in Wash-
ington last night, givmg you tlie tiilu. ?

in -itn.sti you -tri. District Attorn, v j
\\ ise said lie hud not received it aod
n- kid I lie nun e ot the w iliii w In mi

M Dnetulorf ibougbt kuear ol liaHtb
('oiigri ?-\u25a0nail I>. 7 iidorl I Inn gave the
tut lues o d in ml Writ. Mahone, Col-
lector James I) IIadv. Ainlltor J"

Ih o w 11 Allen and ail tin enmity tr<a-

sitrcr- and collectors np|Hiiute<l by
Auditor S. Ilrown Allen.

The giving of this list of prominent
M ihoiieites, lii giniiing ah ilo- g. neral
lilinself, eauei| eX< I eioi-nt, whlth was
iiicriiasl when Di /..'iiibirl said he had
a citpv ot his letter w inch he wuti.il
Mr. Wi-e s 1 op|a*.i him hy sating:

"We will lint go into that." the Ma
hniicites di not iclisli this turn ot
m Hairs. Their auditor, 8. Ilrown AI
leu, has di-ap|M-arcd and with him all
tiaee ola lauid wlneb the Mahoiii-ili-
have relied u|nm to sliow the finuds
I lie v allege to have liecn praeticeil hy
the Malm e strikers. Il tnot cuppns-
e.l Mr. Wise will call 1 n general Ma
h<>ne to let out his campaign secrets,
which would involve the show ug of

i the ilisburaemeui of the Huhlieil as-
tesrioetil fund.

. 1 ? wm -

A Sample Case.

For a fair illut ation of the war'- ?

mgs of lliihlH-llisin take the case of

I Mahone in the recent eampaign. The
Administration was then in full co-
o|>eratioii with Hubbell and his ma-
chine. The department ofcorruption
was, for all practical pur|*>*es, a roc-
ogniz.il ami regular department of
the Government.

Hurra uf money a- large a- t'J ,000
at a time, money collected by the in-
limiilatiug appliances which the Presi-
dent has condemned, were paid over
to Mahone or his Agents.

I-arger sttms of money from the
Federal Treasury were indirectly
placed al Muhntie'* dispo-tl. Pu tlie
works were tnanagetl under his dicta
tiou. Pay-rull# were fill-ul with the
tiameß of hit minions, t ahinet officers
obeyed his orders. He held the |uwer
of removal over every Virginian in
the detriments aud over every Fed-
eral officer iu Virginia.

But for the sympathy and co opera-
tion of Cabinet officers, lluhbell would
not have used the de|rtnient of cor-
ruption in the Mahone iutenat. As
it was, however, lb* Huhlieil machine
made every department tributary to
that demagogue's designs.

Mahone was accustomed to go into
the de|tertiiieiits and order removals
as if the heads of de|iartmeuts were
his servants, ami thorn heads of de-
partment* justified hit in#nl*nce hy

prompt obedience of hia command*.
Faithful employee would be sudden-

ly notified that they were discharged.
| They would ask why, and learn, that

We do not, indeed we could not, i
overdraw the picture of departmental
degradation. The civil service was
vilely prostituted. Malume plundered
the employes through lluhhel,'., hull- j
dozing arrangements, plundered the j
freasiirv hy lawful hut altogether 1111 -
j.ist.liable 1 xpcudiiurea of large sums |
of mo: ey in his Suite, under Ins con-
trol, and had in ad-tition, the whole
outfit of Virginia patronage hi his
pocket. Is it strange, in view of such
furls as these, that the backers of
bcllisin and Mahoueisin fmd them-
-elves faer downward in the dost with
the iudigiiiint people trampling over
Ihem. ? H'<t*hinglon I'ml.
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