CLIPPINGS FOR THE CURIOUS,

A% present more than 600,000 lives
are insured in the United States alone.

QOloves have been brought into the
European market for more than 2,000
years,

The word toad expresses in several of
the languages of Europe its habit of
swelling.

Newfoundland dogs have been kopt |
by the city, in Paris, to save human life |
in the Seine. I

By a law passed recently, a pencil |
written note is just as valid as though |
written in ink,

The food of the Grecnland whale is a |
small crustaceous animal not so large as 1
a common shrimp.

Mutilations, especally of the
phalanges of the left hand, are practic
by the Australians,
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|
Nearly as many reams of paper, in the
United St.tes, are made into ccllars as
ure used to write upon, {

The bridge of boats on which Xerxes
crossed the Hellespont was fastened by
cables made of papyrus.

Savages not only expross satisfaction
by smiling, but by gestures derived
from the pleasure of eating.

Transfasing blood from a living ani- |
mal to an unhealthy one has been prac
ticed for three hundred years.

Two Iowa children who have pink
eyes can hardly see in the daylight, but
can pick up a pin in the darkest uight.
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An apo produces an exact octave of

musical sound, ascending and descend-

ing the ecales by tones and hali-to

| diaphragm,

| ing drink with water and a little sugar;
| stew the grapes and strain through a |
i

| colander, not pressing hard enough to |

{ How the Japanese Cover Their Floors,

| versally hidden by t}

THE FAMILY DOCTOR.

Fat simple food at regular hours,

According to a French melical jour-
nal whooping congh has been success-
fully treated by Dr. Barety, of Nice, by
turpentine vapor,

Mechanical vibration is #aid to be of
nse in curing neuralgia. A tapping
over the fifth nerve changes the state of
irritation and produces ease.

A medical journal gives the following
simple remedy for relieving hiccough :
Inflate the lungs as fully as possible
and thuns press firmly on the agitated
In a few seconds the spas-
modic action of the muscles will cease,

By using syrup or molasses for mus-
tard plasters, they will keep soft and
flexible, and not dry up and become
hard, as when mixed with water. A
thin paper or fine cloth should come
between the plaster and the skin, The
strength of the plaster is varied by the
addition of more or less flour,

Canned grape juice makes a refresh-

send through any of the pulp. Adda|

little sugar, boil as l()t.{{ A8 scum l'iv‘ﬂ,

skim carefully and pour hot into glass
cans, It will keep perfectly well, is a
very desirable addition to the house-

keeper's store, and is especially service
a drink for the sick.
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In Japan, however, the floors are uni- |

he tatawi or bedded

mats. These are of regulation /
thronghont the empire, and in buildi 18
a hounse the roc are divided off so as

to Lold a certain number of these units

1 of floor measure. A tatami is exactly

In several years the sickness of pnen- | five feet nine inches long, threo fm.'
monia has increased slightly in Septom- | wide, and two and one-hslf inches |

ber, decreased in October and incressed | thick, or in round numbers and Japan

again with the Indian summer,

Fanny, an ancient carp in the pond at |
Sl."
said to have been hatched in the time |

of Francis L, an |

18 |

Fontaineblean, has just died.

1 had become gray.

dritl
tips an inch or |

Negro soldiers standing at
bring the m'ddle finger
two nearer the knee tl
can do, and some touch

Musk sheep, found in
gions, are said to have a whine some-
what like the snorting of
entirely unlike the bleating of a

mn white men |
the knee-pan.
the Arctic re- |
a walrus, |
sheen. |

weep. |
In Greenland a marnage contract is |
A husband has only to |
honse in ay >~ for several
days for the wife to ™ sérstand, pack
up her goods, and leave,

Legislation has designated a variety
of periods after
may be used ove

easily broken,

leave the

which burial grounds
In Frankfort
thirty years, Loipsic fifteen, Milan and
Stuttgart ten, are prescribed.
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again.

New York’s Growth,

A New York corraspondent writing of
the city’s rapid growth says:

Thirty years ago the total valuation
was under $500,000,000. At that time
we had no Central park. Yorkville was
out of town aud Harlem far away. There
is no doubt that much of the increase in
real estate valie is dne to Central park
The park itself has cost up to the pres-
ent time, interest on the original out-
lay inclnded, about $48,000,000, The
cost of the land was'$6,666,000. If the
same land were now cat up in building
lots it woull probably bLring nearly
$200,000,000. A plat that was sold in
1852, just before the park was laid out,
for 83,000, is held to-day at $1,250,000.
The same rate of increase has not, of
course, been maintained all through—
only in the best neighborhoods. The
three upper wards, comprising the part |
of the city above the lower line of the |
park, were valued thirty years ago at |
about £50,000,000. None of the land |
was then improved. The value of the
same section is now estimated at 8310,.
000,000, As a large part of the land is
still vacant, there is room for a further
increase of value that can be reckoned
only by millions. It is not at all an-
likely that at the end of another twenty
years the total wealth of New York will
run up to $2,000,000, 000,

Alligator Fishing.

The nnusual drought in Florida has
had the effect of drying up Sibley lake
to such sn extent as to leave only a fow
slush spots here and there, and in these
salligators sought refuge in large num-
bers, digging huge burrows into the
grourd. This has farnished great sport
to the settlers in the neighborhood, who
have gone in crowds to these spots, and
fished with fine success for the enor-
mous reptiles. The manner of catoh-
ing them has been to thrust long rods
with hooks at the end into one of the
cavernous burrows and etir up the ocon-
pants, One of the alligators would
snap ai the £0d, & jerk would fasten the
hook into the soft part of the lower
jaw, and it would then be easy to draw
the animal ont and kill it with hatchets.

1t is not every year that such fishing
can be enjoyed, even in Florida.

A Western man, an ex-Oongressman,
thinks that the buffalo could be domes-

it]igu blue.

| ne

household pro

y measure, Gx3x2, » only differ

nee 1 + -
ence between

cover the

imperial floor aud those s cottagers
is that the former ize and
covered with a gayer border. In ordi-

nary houses this border

In the

is black or in-
palace it is white,

| Even the throne of that defunct official,

the tycoon, as well as the place of emi-
nceof the u he imi

jnare, padded mat, o

ado, whom

tated, was o

“

few inches higher than common, and
edged with variegated colors.
A Japanese floor being so substan

tially covered, need be only of cheap,
unplaned wood, laid without mortices.
This f1
the grooved sills in which the doors, or
rather partition Hin
used only on ga'es. Into this huge pan,
8o Lo speak, which the floor makes the
are laid and fit

oor is two and a half inches below

s, slide.

mats
lying with their surface level with the
sills or grooves, The
rty of the tenants, as
landlords rent the hLonses uncarpeted,
as we do.

snugly together,

ma's are the

In case of a fire, people pull
up these expensive ornaments and run
A collection of tatami usually requires
the first outlay of a Japanese couple to-
ward housekeoping. Often these ex-
quisitely clean and soft mats are the
chief, if not the only article of furniture
in certain rooms. The Chinese for|
centuries have used chairs and lounges,
but the Japanese eschew these luxuries, |
using the floor and its covering for |
ceremony and the occasions ol eating, |
drinking and sleeping,

The tatami serve for tables, bedsteads |
chaits and lounging purposes, In |
palace and in hut, alike guiltless of
sitting machinery, has grown up that |
elaborate system of etiguette and cere- |
monial, renowned over the world. Only :
by the generals in the field were fold- '
ing camp-chairs used. In tho monas-
tery the abbot sat in state or for reflic-
tion, in the arm-chair. The Japanese
have the word * koshi-kake” (back- |
rester), but there is no general word nor
equivalent for our simple word * chair” |
Most of the obsequious and exaggerated
politeness of these Oriental islanders |
may be thus mechanically accounted
for. II the superior is no higher than
the floor the inforior must bow low in-
deed. To salute properly, indoors, one
must tarn his head into a temporary
tack-hammer and pound vigorously on
the floor.

These tatami last nearly a lifetime,
as thoy are trodden on not with boots,

|

Japan is charmed with these soft, clean,
durable mats, Every gentloman, native

| respondent

SCIENTIFIC SCRAPS,

A solation of blue vitriol is nsed to
preserve timber from dry rot.

Lamp black more completely absorbs
light than any otier substance,

A young barnacle has three legs, a
single eye and a digestive apparatus,

A copper wire one-tenth of an inch
thick can support 300 pounds weight.

A school-ronm should contain from
200 to 400 feet of cubic air to each
pupil.

A German physician asserts that rail-
way employes aro liable to affections of
the spinal cord.

The average candle power of New
York illuminating gas, as taken from
the last statement of the six gas com-
panies, was 23,84,

The achirus, a kind of flat fish in the |
East and West Indies, has no air blad- |
der, and consequently remains always |

at the bottom of the sea.

Finding the arteries empty after death

gave rise to the idea that they conveyed |

only air. Hence their name, It was
this belief which Harvey overthrew in
1820,

in the Paris Electrical ex-
induction
a spark forty-two inches long

There is
hibition an coil capable of
giving
and piercing
thick.

C

a block of glass six inches

mmon cuarcoal, when {reshly

{ burnt and in fine powder, has the prop-

erly of taking away the color of com-

mon vinegar and of several other
liguids.

Darwin says that a lady subject to
nervous headaches finds in the morning
aft that P hes of her hair are
' In & few days the hair recovers

I'he peeuliarc

wing to th

1iphides,

ke formation

of metallie

Bor

blacking, wh

1o-black is used in manufacturing
is generally prepared
by mixing four parts bone-black with

of sulphurie acid, adding four parts

one
of syrup and a little water,

In order to hear distinetly an echo of
one syllable, the observer must be sixty
feet from the surface which reflects the

sonnd. For echo of more than one the
distance must be

11
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The Two Kinds of Able Men,
There are still people who think that
nothing is of much account unless it
brings in hard cash. A Tridune cor-

met one of these a short

time ago, as he was inquiring his way
to the famous school of philosophy,
held every summer at Concord. He
was a sunburned farmer working in a
field near the road.

“Do you belong down there?” said
he to the correspondent, pointing Lo the
place where the school was held.,

““ No," was the reply, “I am no phil-
osopher.”

“ Qaeer lot, they are,” continued the
farmer. *“I wonder how much the

{ whoie lot could earn, put 'em right
{ down to good solid work.

Bat I guess
they've got their bread and butter

'rvml_v provided, and I don't suppose

they have to find out how much they
are really worth.”

We have known better-informed men
than this old farmer who held in oon-
siderable contempt the gentler voca-
tions, and were disposed to say, with
the cobbler of old, ** There is noth-
ing like leather.” Men have their
loather. It may be Greek; it may be
metaphysics; it may be popeorn; but
whatever it is, there is nothing like it
for them.

There are two kinds of valuable per-

| sons; Those who make life possible,

and those who make life worth having,

The sunburat farmer belongs to the
indispensables who make life possible,
Business men, manufacturers, mer-
chants, mechanics, all who do, and all
who direct the world’s daily work, be-
long to the same class. Baté oh, sufé
burnt farmer, who made your farmer's
almanac that hangs in the fireplace by
its loop of tape so considerately sup-
plied by the publisher ?

And farmer, who invented your elock,
price one dollar and fifty coute? Who
found out how to make your boy's se-
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r impa to silver
ed in eating eggs and fish, !
lacking of white lead paint in

over one hundred feet, | ¢

PEARLS OF THOUGHT,

Frugality is founded on the principle
| that all riches have limits.

| No ashes are lighter than incense,and
fow things burn out sooner,

| Unbecoming forwardness oftener pro-
| eeeds from ignorance than impudence.

| We seldom find people ungrateful as
| long as we are in » condition to render
“ them services.

| Old men's eyes are like old men's
| memories; they are strongest for things
{ & long way off.

j The fortunate circumstances of our
i life are generally found to be of our
: own producing.

|

|

The generality of men have, like

plants, latent qualities, which chance
brings to light,

The most miserable pettifogging in
the world is that of a man in the court
of his own conscience, |
| Everything without tells the indi. |
vidual that he is nothing; everything |
within persnades him that he is every-
! thing, |

; Be courteous with all, but mtim:xlo-|
few; and let those few be well |
| tried before you give them your confi- |

with

dence,

Trath
adapt herself to the crooked policy and
of worldly affairs, for
truth, like light, travels only in straight
lines.

can hardly be expected to|

sinuosities

wily

Cunning is not best, nor the worst of
other qualities. It floats between vir
tue and vice, There is scarce any ex-

igency where its place may not, and
perhaps ought not, to be supplied by
pradence.

—

Down in the World,

It
York correspondent of the
X New York

men who, once well up the social lad

may also be said, writes the New
Juffalo
Courier, that swarms with
der, if not actually at the top, tumbled
clear into the mud at the bottom, and
are siill lying there, with no prospect
of eve up.

to be seen in the streets every day, and

ragain getting Such men are

any one making a tour of the cheap
| lodging-houses in Chatham street and
the Bowery would probably find a good
many of them. In some cases tho fall
is the result of misforiune, but in most

fault. A spe

ial case

A

cansed by

it is

Ame to my atiention a lew days ago

shabbily dressed man, with the general

|

!ltmkﬂ of & tramp, pa sed me in the
| street. In glanciog at his _fs I
!Ihm‘ t was familiar. As he slouched
| ale idewalk, I noticed that he
| looked into the gutters and bent his
| head over ash barrels and boxes—a
tramp beyond Adoubi, A fall look at
him took me back twenty-five years

Long before the war the same figure
He
and his
natty dress and curling hair that hung
thick to the shoulders made him an
object of attention on the promenade.
He followed no business, but his fam-

was a familiar one on Broadway.
was one of the dandies then,

ily—theatrical and operatic people—
wero protty well off, and he had all the
spending money he wanted. And now

well, now he is a tramp, picking
crusts out of the ash-boxes, sleeping in
the station-houses, or possibly in the
parks, and as miserable a creature, this
one-time dandy of Broadway, as it is
possible for man to be. And there are
scores, if not hundreds, of just such
examples in the streets every day.
Other places bLave a fair share of the
same class, no donbt, but New York has |
the largest variety and can show speci- |
mens of every degree, from the scape- |
grace son of the merchant prince all |
the way down. |

The Grandees of Spain, 5

Grandoe is the name of the highest |
rank of the Spanish nobility. The gran- |
dees—QGrandes do Espanta—wera orig- |
inally the descendaunts of the great feud-
atories, or landlords, mostly of Gothio
blood, who held immediately from the
erown; but from the time of the Em-
peror-King Charles V. it became the
practice of the Spanish sovereigus to
elevate new men to the rank of grandees,
just as in England men were raised to
the peerage as & reward for great
achievements, and sometimes only to
please their favorites. This occasioned
an immediato distinction between the
old and the new order of grandecs,
which was marked by the former ad-
dressing each other in the second per-
son gingular—*‘ thou "—without regard
to age or official station, while they ad-
dressed, on all ocoasions, the new nobil-
ity by the title of * Your Excellency "

studied

| ber of teachers and children, the ages

| property owned, the money collected,

| are not especially adapted to inculeat-

| professions, four to the army, and

TOPICS OF THE DAY,

British working people will be told that
they have deposited this year in the
Records show that the longest drought ‘ government savings banks sbout $11,-
which this country has ever struggled | 000,000 more than they did in the year
through was in the year 1762, when for | ending March 3, 1880, The number of
123 days in succession, ending Septem- | depositors in England is one to thirteen;
ber 1, no rain fell over a considerable | in Beotland, one to fifteen; in Ireland,
part of what was at the time settled ter- | 556 ¢, wixty-five. There is an increase
ritory. [of eapital even in the Irish savings
- z 4 | bauks. In that country the total amount
The suitan of Turkey is so morbidly | deposit is sbout $7,780,000; the
afraid of assassination that he ventures | natmes of about 10,000 new depositors
out doors but very little, and foreign were added; the proportion to populs-
diplomats are troubled abont gaining | tion is one in sixty-five, as compared to
The Spanish ambas- | one in m-v(-uty-f"mr in 1879, Every
| connty in Ireland contributed its qguota,
Even those scheduled distressed exhibit

| an increase over the previous year,

NECessary access.
sador had to wait forty days fcr an in-
terview, and the
over a month,

American minister

The first official Bunday-school cen- |
sus in the United States is now being
taken by the government. Oirculars
containing questions are sent to every |
superintendent. These cover the num- |

The wonderful progress made in
Ohina has been emphasized of late by
the Rev. Griffith John, a long time mis-
sionary of the London Missionary
society, who has been visiting in this
country. Forty years ago it was a crime
for a forcigner to learn the Chinese
language, or for a Chinese to teach it to
him ; and though the Nanking treaty
was made in 1842, when Mr. John went
to China, twenty-five years ago, there
were only five places in the vast empire
in which a foreigner might dwell, The
great interior was still closed, as none
might go further than could be reached
in twelve hours from a treaty port. The
whole empire is now open. Thirteen
of the eighteen provinces have
been actually oecupied by missionaries
and their families, the gospel has been
preached in nearly all the principal
cities and towns, and the Bible and
many forms of Christian literature are
circulated everywhere.

value and |
libraries, the

of scholars, the number,
character of books in
and the increase in attendance since
1870,

The United States consul-general to
Roumania writes that 991,000,000 bush-
els of wheat were exported from that
country in 1880, and also remarks that
the implements used in harvesting this
immense crop are exceedingly primitive,
the plow in general use being simplyan out
iron-tipped tree branch, while grain is
still cut with a sickle. He thinks that
American farm ma-
inery would find a good sale for their
WAare

manufacturers of
ch
in Roumania, and advis2s them to
send agents there at once,

The emperor of Japan has been mak-
ing quite lately an official tour through
his realms, and on the occasion of his
arrival at a village, Otsumura by name,
he was presented with three large carp
for his special eating, which fish the
chronicler of the imperial travels de-
clares to have been three feet each in
length., The wonderfal things the Jap-
anese do with their fish we can scarcely

Of Indian railroad laborers, a Mexi-

can letter to the Chicago 7'imes saysthat
they toil unceasingly, but accomplish
little,

of them to equal one white man.

On shoveling, it would take six
It is
a new kind of work for the Italian, and
trains his weakest part,
of the

dian is strong in 1

' The muscles
An In-

iis back and legs, and

arms are not deve loped

when it comes to carrryng a heavy load,

# white competitor is nowhere. Diffi- understand. It seems as if carp are
culty Las been experienced in familiar- among the most ancient of Japanese fish,
izing the Indians with the wheelbarrow, | and have been preserved by them from
time immemorial. Some recent travel-

Mormon missionaries will be apt to o u'._] marvelous _ﬂh.riw,‘ aplies ‘.h(. nge
y& Wills becth Reteaties. One and size of the ciprinoides, which are

It looks as if
the carp to-day, since it has received its
impulse in the United States, will make

cently two of these worthies kept in holy precincts.

k to lecture at a small town

named Green Hill, located in the coal

regions of that State and mostly peopled the circuit of the world. Future biclo-
by foreigners, but when they appeared 8ists will not have to speculate, as does
they were set upon by the inhabitants Mr. Wallace, on the migration of sni-
and egged out of town. So excellent mals, dedacing their movements from
was the aim of the indignant citizens many different sources, for the man of
that the prophets were said to resemble to-day, like Noah ‘of old, carries his '

dumb friends along with him. Re-
cently it was noted thst some of the
carp raised in the government fish-
pouds by the United States fish com-

ing but saints. The revelations of

Joe Smith and his sneccessors are not
exactly the doetrines that will be re

ceived or tolerated in a civilized com-

munity. mission had been carried to Ecuador.
The result has been perfectly sucoess-
The Salvation army is having a | fol. Though the land journey over the

mountains extended for many days, and
the small fish had been carried in tin
vessels on the backs of porters, the
little carp were placed in the best pos-
sible condition by an enterprising South
American gentleman in a pleasant pond
in the very hes rt of the Andes.

rougher cangwaign in England than it
had ixﬂ JolWitates. Recently in
a public & in Walworth, a suburb
of Loudon, & woman in the procession,
having darted from the ranks to seize a
pipe from the lips of a spectator with
the exclamation, * that's your devil,”
found herself knocked to the ground
with what is described as a terrific blow
in the mouth. Other members of the
army who went to her assistance were
similarly treated. Sach occurrences

Bables In Germany.

Jenny June, the well-known writer
on fashions and kindred topics, in &
recent letter from Bomn, Germany,
says : Fashion seems of much less im-
portance here than in the city of London
or New York. There are things that
take the lead of it even among the
women of the upper classes, while for
the lower it does not exist at all
Children are of enormous importance in
Belginm and Germany, and their caré
occupies not only the mother, but the
entire family, especially the female part
quickly became a social favorite, He of it. Moreover, the Belgian and
declared that he had no knowledge of | German haus-frau is pre-eminently the |
who he was nor any recollection of his | house-wife, and though she is not '
past life, being unable to even recall |averse to fine clothes gives no time to |
his real name. This intellectoal pe-|them which ought by right to be de-
culiarity won him great sympathy, | voted to husband and children. ;
particalarly from the women, and the | Itought to beof enormons importance |
physicians discussed bis case in a publie {to care well for children everywhere;
moeting. Then tho fact came out that | but the important duty is often sadly |
be had long been a professional crimi- | neglected. OChildren are in nu
val, and several thefts sent him to |instances committed to the care of ser-
prison for trial. vants, and their parents see them only

curions statistics have been

Soge

p\lbl&mll of the cremation furnace

erected at Gotha in the autumn of 1878,
Thus far it has been in use fifty-seven
times—once in 1878, seventeen times in
1879, and sixteen times in 1880, For
the present year, up to Angust 17, only,
the number has been twenty-three, Of
the total of fifiyseven cases, only one
came from Berlin, one from
soven from Dresden, one from
fort-on-the-Main, one from
one from Oarlarhue,
three from Munich,
one from Paris, and
Gotha alone contributed
Only ten cases were
forty-seven men, ten belongedto

ing the gospel of peace.

L seems that Charles Howlett, whom
the Bloomington mob took out of jaij
and hanged for killing the keeper, had
previously offended the people of the |
place by fooling them. He went there |
two years ago, wearing good clothes |
and showing gentlemanly manners, and

]

two
one
one

10 the nobility. Thers were ten
clans, B A




