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GoLpeN “Little children keop your elves

Text
from Idols. A I Johu & 21

Central T Only spiritual worship
is true and acceptable to God.

Not long after the events connected
with the giving of the law on Sinai,
Moses was again called up into the
mountain, lHere, atter some other com
munications, God met him i a glorious
cloud, the sight ot which was hke de
vouring fire. It was at this time that
Giod showed to him tle pattern of the
tabernacle, and gave directions with re
gpect to its furniture and service, and
the consecration of Aaron and his sons
to the priest’s oflice. Solemn
were added with respect to the keeping
of the Sabbath, Also the two tables ot
testimony were given to him,  His st
lasted forty days and forty nights, dur
ing which he neither ate nor drank.

Meanwhile, q
transpiring in the eap below,
people the absence
long. More than
had seen him pass into the luminous
cloud and disappear from sight.,  What
if the “devouring had consumed
him? In their impatience y lost
faith in God and in Moses. They must
set out anew; underanew leader, which
would be Aaron, and under

charges

Ay

were

scenes
T'o the

seemed

of Moses

a month before they

symbol of the divine presence, not
another God, So they sa “Up, make
us gods which shull go t re us: for a

for this Moses, we know not what has
become of him." Asron had not the
courage and faith to refuse. le took
the earrings and other ornaments of
gold which they brought him, and

an image, Doubt it was like

Lgyptian Apis, to the worship of which
h ) It I

y had been used

thy Gods, O

Israel, which brought up out of
the land of Israel

I'he Lord was

had been d

told Moses what nd
threatened to destroy the whole
No far as appears only the earnest ter
cession of Moses saved them. As Moses

went down from the Mount he heard
the sound of revelry in the camp: for
Aaron had proclaimed *“a f

east to J

vah” in honor of the idol. In lis in
dignation he cast the tables out of his
hands and broke them. lesson

an a wunt of
upon the people |

One question likely to arise in connec
tion with the lesson is, What was there

#0 very sinful in what they did

It was a direct and plain breaking of
one of those commandu which had
but just beer ven ther Amid great
signs, and in » most solemn manner,
Giod had just said to them: ““I'nou shalt

¢t make unto thee any graven image
or likeness" tor the purposes of worshij
It was thus an act ybedience 1n
the very face of .Jel It was also
a \l'):‘l(:'\'l of covenant vows, for they
had said: *“All that the Lord hath
spoken unto us, we will do

But this was not all. ldolatry 15 a

It 1a not Like

peculiarly danger
Ilv that Israel meant to cast off Jehovah.

Aaron said when he had finished the
calf, *“To morrow is a feast to the Lord

Idolatry is a transgression of the second
commandment, not of the first, It 1s
an attempt to escape the se the
spiritual prese of a holy God., In

part it is an it
ensier, to save the trouble and weariness
of spiritual effort, to escape
soul. Then, it is an attempt to bring
God down to man’s spiritual level. The
thought of the worshipper never habit
ually rises above the moral level of the
creature it has framed to represent him
The image never includes—it excludes

the idea of God's punity. It
vice of men who liked not to retain a
holy God in their knowledge. It orig
inates in a sensual tendency, and leads
to sensual practice. This is always the
case, The heathen gods never made
their worshippers pure. It was natural
that, having got their calf to represent
Jehovah, lsrael should give themselves
to licentious revelries,

No special difficuity is to be found in
the manner in which punishment was
inflicted. It was needful that it should
be made to appear that God is earnest
in his commands, and that sin is both
hateful and unsafe. And he may choose
his own agents for the fulfilment of his
righteous wiil. But was there no dis
crimination in the judgment inflicted ?
Doubtless there was much. First, the
penitent were invited to stand apart
and show themselves on the Lord's side,
Then it is to be remembered that when
Moses stood in the camp “he saw that
the people were naked.” Many were
fresh from theirorgies ; not yet sobered
to decency and quiet. ‘These
thronged the camp, while the more
orderly had taken warning, and gone to
their tents., On these grosser offenders
the avenging Levites fell. Thus God
made himsell known as holy in his ha
tred of sin, and discriminatingly just in
his punishment of it,

There is nothing more touching in
all the story of Moses' life than his
manner of speaking to the people after
the sin and its punishment were over,
together with his prayer in their hehalf.

to make worship

labor of the

15 a de

There was truly in it all “an intensity |

stil) l

as we take refuge by repentance and
faith in Christ, the sinner cannot hope
to escape, y

2, There are other forms of idolatry
than that particular one into which Is.
rael fell, or than those which are now
found in heathen lands, Anything is
an idol by means of which we help our
selves to shut out or obscure the sense
of God as spiritual and holy. Church
forms and ordinances, and even the
| echurch a8 an institution may be so used,
I'he dispos:tion to rest in human guid
ance, and to accept human standards
may spring from the same root.

3. The readiness ol some to excuse
E the idolatry of the heathen has no jus.

tification in the facts, It is not astrug
gle upward, It is a gravitation down
ward, God mado man upright, Tmag
{and like “helps’” to realize God are his
own sinful inventions, The fruit of
| any and all forgetfulness of the epirit
uality and holiness of God has always
ippeared in the dominion of the earth
ly and I'he end is bitterness
and death,

1. God has himsell come down
in the only by which we can
lifted up. Jesus is no false representa
tion of him, but “the express 1mage of
his person, In him the holiness
grace of God at once appear. o turn
to lol is to “trample under foot
Son of God He is our
Mediator,
when believers

He

)

sensual,

o us

way be

1
tl

one, true,

in

tercede | is not unmoved

sinner
by their entreaties
t 'o be on God

to be ready
gn to us,
Neverthe
It is

s aide is
for any service he may
however painful it may be,
l it 15 to be on ther
1150 to be everlastingly
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PROSPERITY IN THE SOUTH,

THE RATLWAY LOOM INFLUX OF CAVITAL
DEVE PMENT OF RESOURCE
] t W t I
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lands now increasing in
prices—all ¢ rd a fine
for investment or

culation,
Cotton
all dired

tages of ¢l

factories are springing up in
and having the advan-

proxin to the raw
material, which can be purchased from
the producers direct, thus saving trans-
portation, commissions, storage, ete,,
with ample water power and cheap
labor, no factories in the world can
successfully compete with them, The
large amount of northern ecapital now
invested in the construction of various
manufactorics all over the South
shows that these advantages are be-
ginning to be appreciated. The min-
eral resources are also receiving serious
attention, and mines are being explor-
ed and millions expended in develop
ing these almost inexhaustible re-
sources, as the most casual inspection
of any northern mining journal will
lir‘\vﬂ'.

Northern capitalists are also form-
ing companies for the purpose of loan-
ing farmers money at seven per cent.
interest, One gentleman has 83000,
| 000 %0 invested. The want of capital
and the incubus of carpet-bag legis-
lation have heretofore greatly retarded
the prosperity of the South, but with
these removed she enters upon a ca-
reer unexampled in the history of this
country.

Northern men are daily visiting this
sectioh in search of homes, finding, as
they do, from the experience of their

tions,

and self.denial of love, unequalled by | D¢ighbors who have been here, that
that of any man except Paul.” The | they are cordially received by all
result, too, indicates at once the power | classes of the people. Lands at pres-

and limitations of prayer. It prevailed
in part. By his angel, God would still
go before his people. Nevertheless, it
was still needful that, in visiting, he
should “visit their sin upon them.”
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. God is very earnest in all his re.
quirements, The way of obedience is
the only way of peace and safety.
Judgments may be delayed, but, save

| ent are cheap, and even where they
| are poor from the effects of injudicious
| farming, they recuperate with wonder-
| ful rapidity.

Your correspondent recently drove
over a farm near this city which was
purchased a year or two ago for 813
ot acre, which now has about one
undred acres in peanuts, which will

and |

rrmlucu cighty bushels per acre, worth
iere now 81,10 per bushel, besides
corn which will make fifty bushels
per acre, and other crops in propor-
| tion.  One hundred bushels per acre
is not an unusual crop of peanuts,
which shows that money can be made
by farming here.

The people do not take so mueh in-
terest in politics as formerly ; are more
liberal in political opinions, and are
developing a degree of business enter-
prise that augurs well for the future,
The sympathy for the wounded Presi-
dent 1 universal, but this is is not at
| all surprising to any one familiar with
| the characteristics of the people.

[ It has fre quently been asserted by

prominent southern men that a foreign
[invasion would at once and forever
| disabuse the northern mind of the de-

lusion that there exist« anywhere sonth
any degree of hostility  towards the
General Government, It is to he
hoped that a similar effect may be

produced by the
| ern l‘.,i;;p

onduet of the south

in respect to the great na-

tional calamity throigh which the
country is now pus=sing.
-
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A EATRAVAGANCE UN) NDED
The last days of August never wit-
nessed ”lex’,"'l
The season 1= draw-
a blaze of glory never
equaled in the brilliant annals of this
world renowned resort.  OF all places

greater crowds than
the hotel pinzzas,

mng to a ciose n

in the w d this s the Spot to se the
reatest extravagance in dress and
to which a lady can resort
justification of this remark |
would here note a dre observed on
Lhie ]‘} i
A brocade short skirt, the
flounces kilted and lined with red

An overskirt of scarlet brocade, with

red and white bows, ke of
white, with shoulder caj I cutls of
carlet, and v st
fI' with r I'he
lady was a i pretty
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A WESTERN STORY.

Le Roy the Western robber who
was recently lynched, was outwitted
once. It was in November, 1879, and
the scene the Wosion Pass Road near
Rocky Ranche, nine miles
Leadville. 1o the conch were seven
gentlemen and one lady. At inter-
vals during the day road agents had
been the topic of discussion, and the
lady remarked that all the money she
possessed was safely tucked away in
her left overshoe.  Curly Hooker was
driving, and, and it looked as though
the journey would be made in safety,
when the stopped  and Curly
ceried down through the boot

“For heaven's sake, keep quiet and
don’t shoot 77

The
word of command,
looking revolver, at full «
of the windows,

like dimensions came

stagre

there
and a

next moment came o

murderous
ed ar one
ol

n

wenpon

sight at the opposite window, and the
woman screamed in truly feminine fush
ion.  The door was opened, and a
- form face concealed by a

felt hat, appeared

domino and bla

“Step out, pleast ard the I
blandly : “toll must be paid by a
pilgrims at this point.”

'“.l']ll-'l]-.'~| | the v ¢ na

the first pa er stepped ou

lively, too, for I haven't shot a man
since yesterday and am aching to get
in practice again !
His comm were ob 1
letter
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man  answered the teli-tals
Despite the woman's protestation
her shos re ved i el y
pr r r ?\ I
t ot rn t 1 LA A8 Sig t
1 1; Curly Hooker was t t
iny ind 1 1
] a DOW g awa I t
I 1 meety v
liately | 1itwa 1
the passenger vl raved
uly = i r

rights in the case ¢ r own husban
The married men are awful flirts in |
saratogn. There are scores of men |
here whom it would require a dete

tive to discover whether they are hus
band or bachelor. These dubious and
mysterions males are to be met with
everywhere—at the races, at the lake,
on the road and on the piazzas of the
varions hotels, It is fun to watch
them. Talk about “women flirts"
this is a slander—the men are the ex-
perts.  They practice flirtation, they
are all the time on the lookout for it
and are actively engaged in it, and
they flirt all the same, married or
single,

The racing season just concluded
has been remarkably successful, The
fashionable habitues

ed out en masse, decorating the grand
stand with their elegant toilets,
Saratoga is a very “rosebud garden
of girls" this year. I never saw so
many young and pretty women at any
former seuson.  And the jeunease doree
is also well represented. Have you
ever observed how very handsome, as
a rule, our middle-aged men are?
This will strike an observer at once in
Saratoga. I know it has been said
that American men are all either very
| young or very old, and become Sir
| Charles Coldstreams at a very early
[age, But this is not true. [ think
our American men, between the ages
| of forty and fifty, are very insinuating
| to susceptible females. According to
| Balzac, it is at the age of fifty-two
| that a man is most dangerous to the
[ heart of a woman; and he ought to
| know, for it is said of him that each
of his stories is dug out of a woman's
heart.

| Asthe train was approaching Cleve-
| land it parted in the middle, and the
bell-rope snapped off like a thread,
the end of it striking an old woman
on the bonnet. *“What's the matter ?”
she exclaimed, “Oh, the train’s broke
in two,” replied a gentleman who sat
in the next seat. “I should say so,”
the old lady said, looking at the
broken blell-lcord. “Dli(llt lh‘;y n'pooelz
ifli ittle string like that wou
trifling to'u!m —~

hold the train

hie and s
playe and ou
witted him

On arrivi the lady,
| who proved to be Mrs. Winzie Pardy,
was presented with 81,000 by the
agent
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A TOUCHING INCIDENT.

From the ¢ ati Satur N

" Saratoga turn- |

| value

One of the most touching things we
have read in a Jong time is that story
of a robber and a poor lone woman
near Franklin, Ind.  The robber came
to her house at night and demanded
her money of her life. She hadn’t
much money, or life either, but she
prede rred giving up the former rather
than the latter, so she brought her
store and placed it in his band. He
looked it over carefully to see that she
didn,t palm off any twenty cent pieces
for quarters, and facetiously told her
that he should credit her only nineiy-
four cents on the trade dollars, chiding
her for taking them at their face
value. Haven't you anything else of
#" inquired the bold bad bur-
glar, looking about the scantily fur-
nished apartment ; a “child’s bracelet,
ring anything will be thankfully re-
ceived. She had nothing more she
replied, with a sigh. A thought struck
him. “Your husband was a soldier,
was he not?’ She acknowledged
that he was, and killed in the war.
“Then he must have had a revolver,”
he continued, scarching her counte-
pance, “Ah you grow confused, you
stammer ; your maunner betrays you.
Get that revolver at once and give it
to me.” In vain the women implored
him to spare that harmless trinket,
almost the sole memorial of the hus.
band she had lost. She had pawned
many things when in distress, but had
always held on to that. But the rob-
her was unrelenting. Sobbing bitter-
ly the poor woman went to a bureau
drawer and removed the precious
relie, around which clustered so many
tender recollections, *“Must you have
it?” said she, as she advanced with
trembling steps towand him. “Yes, [
must,” laid the robber extending his
hand. “Well, then, take it,” said she,

Ty

below |

‘p“ ntly ,n,(---ing the trigger for the Jast
| time. There was a loud re port and
the robber tumbled over dead. The
community ought to pension that wo-

| man.
-

EX-PRESIDENT BUCHANAN.

LETTER
stllsle Voluntoer

In the carly part of Mr. Lincoln’s
administration ex-President Buchanan
ina letter to a life-long friend, briefly
and pointedly referved to

REFRODLCTION OF A
Jere 7. rat

or 1861,

the y
scenes of his own administratio i
now that Lis acts, (after a f‘.xi:- of
twenty years, and when nearly all the
members of his eabinet are in their
graves,) are passing the ordeal of
vere eriticism, and the Philadelphia
Ti calls upon the public men of
day to put upon 1 rd all they
for u the coming historian,
D to let the dead president
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J. M. Stoddard

Iphia, will publish
it and will have it ready for the pub
lic by the middle of October. It will

nothing but original matter,
which I am preparing from month to
month as 1 go along. 1 have the
Canadian part of the almanac al-
ready prepared, and 1 am writing the
American part in this country. I am
holding back the probabilities until
the last moment, Iu-{“l”h(llll"lllg Mr.
Stoddart’s urgent demand for them.
I am a trifle uncertain about one or
two of the fall months, and I want as
much time on them as I can get,

“l am always misrepresented,” he
continued. “For instance, I make a
forecast of the weather for a certain
month and bring the predictions down
to quarters—not weeks, mind you—

contain

aud accompany them with about forty |

words of explanation. Then when
they are published I see that some
one has taken the liberty to insert the
days of the week and exact dates,

with the explanations in the wrong |
I never make predictions so |

I'!“('Q'.‘.
close as that. | must have five days’
time to cover them safely. l""'i""
look upon my work as purely sensa-
tional and are always ready to make
adverse criticisms when a miss occurs,
| What I would like to see is more peo-
ple studying the weather and making
| predictions.  Anybody can do it by
| patient study and observation. If
they would they could have a chance
to make good ‘hits’ and to get abused
when predictions failed.

“The American Signal Service is a
good thing and I hold it in the high-
est esteem.  But it must always re.
main imperfect.  You will see by the
reports that a storm is now raging
along the coast of the Southern States
and is traveling cast and north. A
day or two ago I saw the Signal Ser.
viee predictions and I said to Mrs,
Vennor: ‘That comes wonderfully
near my figures. said that the
storm, with high winds and rain, would
reach this section: somewhere about

!nill probably not come at all. The
signal system is entirely different from
mine, but 1 think we will not quarrel
right away. I suppose there is room
for improvement on both sides, I nse
Montreal my centre and
make all my observations and fore-
casts from that point. By comparison

Klorm

I can tell that when there will be a
certain kind of weather in Montreal
another kind will prevail in the Bouth-
ern States and «till other kinds in oth-
er section I h been quoted as

th
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They took him into the depot and
laid him on one of the benclies, and
put his old carpet-bag under his head,
but he still fretted for his “leetle
Gracie—his pet,” and at last they
consoled him by telling 1 she was

resting, was asleep, and must not be
disturbed,

“We've a long journey to go,” he
kept saving to himself; “and grand-
pa's baby musn't get tired. It's a
long way, a long way.”
| The httle “box,” with Gracie writ-

ten upon it in lead pencil, was safe
enough with the other “freight,” and
the old man slept peacefully at last
Some kind soul threw a rug over him
near morning and asked him what
train he was waiting for; but all
the answer he made was a feeble
| “Thank’ee ; call me at sunrise. We're
going a long journey, Gracie and me.”

He was called at sunrise by a voice
{that none may refuse, and when a
[flood of rosy light shone into the
| dreary room he was up and away—
| gone on his long journey. Only the
| worn out body was there, and yester-
day it was laid away with “little
| Gracie” in the strangers’ lot at Mount
| Elliott, alone, unknown, yet possibly
“in as “sure hope of a gracious resur-
| rection” as if marked by thirty feet of
| monumental clay.
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A Goop wife greets her husband at
the door with a smile and a kiss—
provided he gets it before midnight,
and his breath don’t perspire the
fumes of poor whiskey. But after
that hour the fountain of her friend-
ship froezes up, and she stands un the
top stairs with a broken wash dish in
one hand and her marriage certificate
in the other.

- = ok

“Ix what conditicn was the pa-
triarch Job at the end of his life?”
asked a Sunday-school teacher of &,
quiet looking boy at the foot of the
clase. “Dead,” calmly replied the
boy. &

Tax meﬁml woman on record is
the one who boiled codfish in & fire

Sunday, August 28, Now, if the
storm 'l. ike s it

roof safe to keep her neighbors from
p ting n ,I.P




