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BLACK vs. INGERSOLL,
An Able Defense of Christianity.

Judge Black Meets the Great Infidel Lec
turer in Debate in the Pages of the “North
American Review"” and Gives Him a Taste
of His (“un!':"/‘

Hon, Jeremiah S. Black and Col.
Robert G. Ingersoll have contributed
articles to the August number of the
North Ameaican Review in which the
former defends the cause of Christian-
ity and the latter attacks and opposes
it. Colonel Ingersoll's arguments are
the same as those with which the pub-
lic has been made familiar in his lec
tures. Judge Black in masterly rhet-
oric and with a fund of illustration
that is remarkable, defends the Jewish
theocracy and then proceeds to dem
onstrate the truth of the Christian
religion. We regret that we have
room for only a small portion of this
able paper and as we are obliged to
select a part we prefer to give that

which relates more particularly to the |
Christian dispensation.  Judge Black |
reasons as follows :

When Jesus of Nazareth announced
Himself to be Christ, the Son of God,
in Judea, many thousand persons who
heard His words and saw His works

That simply proves the present integ-
rity of the documents,

Second. I eall these statements dep
ositions, becauso they are catitled to
that kind of credence which wo give
to declarations made under oath—but
in a much higher degree, for they are
more than sworn to.  They were made
in the immediate prospect of death,
Perhaps this would not aflect the con-
science of an atheist—neither would
an oath—but these people manifestly
believed in a judgment after death,
before a God of truth, whose displeas-
ure they feared above all things.

Third. The witnesses could not have
been mistaken. The nature of the
facts precluded the possibility of any
delusion about them.  For every aver-
ment they had “the sensible and true
avouch of their own eyes” and cars,
Besides, they were plain-thinking, so-
ber, unimaginative men, who, unlike
Mr. Ingersoll, always, under all cir
cumstances, and especially in the pres
ence of eternity, recognized the diff
ence between mountains and ¢
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believed in His divinity without hesi
tation. Since the morning of the crea |
tion nothing has occurred
ful as the rapidity with which this re-
ligion spread abroad. Men who were
in the noon of life when Jesus was put
to death as a malefactor lived to see
Him worshipped as God by organized
bodies of belhievers in every province
of the Roman empire. In a few more
years it took complete ssion of
the general mind, supplanted all other
religions, and wrought a radical ch
in human society. It did tl
face of obstacles which, according to
every human calculation, were insur-
mountable. It was
all the evil propensities, the
wickedness, and the vulgar
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was most violently of
those sentiments and habits of thoug
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at the daily peril of their lives, -
Mr. Ingersoll's idea that s hap
ed by chance, like the creation of
world ? If not, there are but two o
er ways to account for it: either
evidence by which the apostles were
able to prove the supernatural origin
of the gospel was overwhelming and
irresistible, or else its propagation was
provided for and carried on by the
direct aid of the Divine Being Him
self. Between these two infidelity may
make its own choice.

Just here another dilemma presents
its horns to our adversary, If Chris-
tianity was a human fabrieation its
authors must have been either good
men or bad. It is a moral impossi-
bility—a mere contradiction in terms
—to say that good, honest and true
men practiced a gross and willful de-
ception upon the world. It is equally
incredible that any combination of
knaves, however base, would fraudu-
lently concoct a religious system to
denounce themselves and to invoke the
curse of God upon their own conduct.
Men that love lies, love not such lies
as that. Is there any way out of this
difficulty, except by confessing that
Christianity is what it purports to be
—a divine revelation ?

The acceptance of Christianity by a
large portion of the generation con-
temporary with its Founder and IHis
apostles was, under the circumstances,
an adjudication as solemn and author-
itative as mortal intelligence could
pronounce. The record of that judg-
ment has come down to us, accompa-
nied by the depositions of the princi-
pal witnesses. Iu the course of eigh-
teen centuries many efforts have been |
made to open the judgment or set it |
aside on the ground that the evidence
was insufficient to support it. But on
every rehearing the wisdom and virtue |
of mankind have reaffirmed it. And
now comes Mr. Ingersoll to try the
experiment of another bold, bitter,
and fierce reargument. I will present |
some of the considerations which
would compel me, if I were a judge |
or juror in the cause, to decide it just |
as it was decided originally.

First. There is no good reason to
doubt that the statements of the evan-
gelists, as we have them now, are gen-
uine, The multiplication of copies
was a sufficient guarantee against any
material alteration of the text. Mr,
Ingersoll speaks of interpolations made
by the fathers of the church. All he
knows and all he has ever heard on
that subject is that some of the innum-
erable transcripts contained errors
which were discovered and corrected.
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and evangelist v d wred
to be wit , it per sense of
the word, called nt to testify
the truth according to their knowl-
edge, If they had all told the same
story in the same way, without varia-

tion, and accounted for its uniformity
by declaring that they were inspired,
and had without knowing
whether their words were true or false,
where would have been their claim to
credibility 7  But they testified what
they knew ; and here comes an infidel

critic impugning their testimony be-

spoken

| cause the impress of truth is stamped

upon its face,

Seventh. It does not appear that the
statements of the evangelists were
ever denied by any person who pre-
tended to know the facts, Many
there were in that age and afterward
who resisted the belief that Jesus was
the Christ, the Son of God, and only
Saviour of man ; but His wonderful

life, the unapproachable loftiness of
His doctrines, His trial and condem-
nation by a judge who pronounced
Him innocent, His patient suffering,
His death on the cross, and resurrec-
tion from the grave—of these not the
faintest contradiction was attempted,
if we except the false and feeble story
which the elders and chief priests
bribed the guard at the tomb to put in
circulation.

Eighth. What we call the funda-
mental truths of Christianity consist
of great public events which are suffi-
ciently established by history without
special proof. The value of mere his-
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Augustus,  The lifeand character, the |
death and resurrection, of Jesus are
just as visibly connected with the |
[ events which even an infidel must ad-
[ mit to be of equal importance, The
[ church rose and armed herself in
:ll,’]l[‘-vil-lll « for conflict with the|

torieal evidence inereases necording to
the importance of the facts in ques-
tion, their general notoriety, and the
magunitude of their visible 'r..“-mln.‘“.
Cornwallis surrendered to Wash-
ington at Yorktown, and changed the
destiny of Europeand America, No-
body would think of calling a witness
oreven citing an official report to prove

¢

it.  Julius Ciesar  was assassinated,
We do not need to prove that faet
like an ordinary murder. He was
master of the world, and his death
was followed by a war with the con-
spirators, the battle at Philippi, the

quarrel of the victorious triumvirs,
Actium, and the permanent establish
ment of imperial government under

powers of darkne inunumerable mul-

superficial man, without training or
habits of reflection, who, upon 4 mere
glance, declares that it “must be
abandoned,” because it scems to him
“absurd, unjust, and immoral” 1
would not abridge his freedom
llmll',:lll or -'u-u-h_ and the argumen-
tum ad verecundium would be I'-n—l up-
on him.  Otherwise I might sugprest
that, when he finds all authority, hu-
man and Divine, against him, he had
better speak in a tone less arrogant,
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iiw:uxl)’ false because he does not un-
derstand it; he cannot annihilate a
principle or fact by ignoring it. There
{are many truths in heaven and earth
which no man through ; for
instance, the union of man’s soul with
his body is
but an unimagina
therefore fals
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were brutally murdered in large num- [ matter of fact, Christ d

bers; her triumph was complete; the
gods of Greece and Rome erumbled
on their altars ; the world was revolu-
tionized and humun society was trans
formed. The course of ti events,
and a thousand others, which reach
down to the present hour, receive
hirst propuision from the transcends
fact of Christ’s crucifixion, Moreover,
we find the memorial m
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upon this or some other principle, Mr,
Ingersoll may escape the hell he talks
about so much.
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But there is no direct
promise to save him in spite of him-
sclf.  The plan of re demption contains
no express covenaut to pardon one
who rejects it with scorn and batred.
Our hope for him rests upon the in-
finite compassion of that gracious
Being who prayed on the cross for the
insulting enemies who nailed Him
there,

The mystery of the second birth s in-
l'rl!llll’l IIJ.H"I’”,"
new king o-a in the world, but not of
it. Subjects were admitted to the
privileges and protection of its gov-

Christ established a |

ernment by a process equivalent to |

naturalization,
regenerated, is to be naturalized,
words all mean the same thing.

The

Does

| Mr. Ingersoll want to disgrace his own
{ intellect by pretending that he cannot
works, the miraculous purity of His |

see this simple analogy ?

The doctrine of the atonement is ab-
surd, unjust and immoral. The plan
of salvation, or any plan for the rescue
of sinners from the legal operation of
Divine justice, could have been framed
only in the councils of the Omniscient.
Necessarily its heights and depths are
not easily fathomed by finite intelli-
gence.  But the greatest, ablest, wisest
and most virtuous men that ever lived
have given it their profoundest con-
sideration, and found it to be not only
authorized by revelation, but theoret-
ically conformed to their best and
highest conceptions of infinite good-
ness, Neverthpless here is a rash and
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ires we are warned that a
very marked distinetion will be made
between the good and the bad in
vext world. Specul pinion
cerning the punishme ol the wi

its nature and duration, vary with the
temper and the imaginations of men,
Doubtless we are many of us in error;
but how can Mr. Ingersoll enlighten
us?  Acknowledging no standard of

right and wrong in this world, he can

have no theory of rewards and punish

ments in the next.  The deeds done in
the body, whether good or evil, are
all morally alike in his eyes, and if
there be in heaven a congregation of
the just, he sees no reason why the
worst rogue should not be a member
of it. It is supposed, however, that

man has a soul as well as a body, and
that both are subject to certain laws,
which cannot be violated without in-
curring the proper peonalty—or conse-
quence, if he likes that word better,
[(' Christ was God, He knew that
His  followers wouwld prosecute and
murder men Jor their opinions ; yet he
did not forbid it.
way to deal with this accusation, and
that is to contradict it flatly. Noth-
ing can be conceived more striking

[ than the prohibition, not only of per-

secution, but of all the passions which
lead or incite to it. No follower of
Christ indulges in malice even to his
enemy without violating the plainest
rule of his faith. He cannot love
God and hate his brother; if he says
he can, St. John pronounces him a
liar. The broadest benevolence, uni-
versal philanthropy, inexhaustible
charity, are inculcated in every line of
the New Testament. It is plain that
Mr. Ingersoll never read a chapter of
it; otherwise he would not have ven-
tured upon this palpable falsification
of its doctrines, Who told him that
the devilish spirit of persecution was
authorized, or not forbidden, by the
Gospel 7 The person, whoever it was,
who imposed upon his trusting ignor-,
ance should be given up to the just
reprobation of his fellow-citizens.
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can be found in any ten lines of Mr. | he has not, of hut
Ingersoll's writings,  Of course [ do
not inelude political preachers among
my models of charity and forly arance,
They are a mendacious set, but Chris
tianity is no more re sponsible for their
mizconduct than it is for the treachery
of Judas Iscariot or the wrongs done
to Paul by Alexander the copper-
smith,
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It true that some per
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speaking what every
tolerably well-informed man knows to
| be true, Reflect what kind of a world
this was when the disciples of Christ
{ undertook to reform it, and compare
it with the condition in which their
| teachings have putit.  Iu its mighty
metropolis, the centre of its intellect-
ual and political power, the best men
were addicted to vices g0 debasing
| that I could not even allude to them
{ without #oiling the paper I write upon.
ong, LAl mauner of unprincipled wicked-
ness was practiced
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thinks it as oppressive as the e é ;‘;':;n Jeing, and so fied t
of Jehovah to reward the worship of | por of the infidel for a time.
demons followed? Universal depravity, gar-

The Gowpe ! Christ doea not satis-
fu the hunger of the heart. That de-
pends upon what Kind of a heart it is,
If it hungers after righteousness, it
will surely be filled. It is probable,
o, that it hungers for the filthy
food of a godless philosophy it will
get what its appetite demands.  That
was an expressive phrase which Car-
Iyle used when he called modern infi-
delity “the gospel of dirt.” Those
who are greedy to swallow it will
doubtless be supplied satisfactorily.

Accounts of miracle are always false.
Are miracles impossible? No one will |
say 80 who opens his eyes to the mira-
cles of creation with which we are sur-
rounded on every hand. You cannot
even show that they are a priori im-
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er was the broad seal which He affixed
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to their commission. From this it fol- : g R
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ments rolled in blood, fantastic crimes
unimagined before, which startled the
earth with their sublime atrocity. The
American people bave and ought to
have no special desire to follow that
terrible example of guilt and misery.

It is impossible to discuss this sub-
ject within the limits of a review. No
doubt the effort to be short has made
If Mr. Ingersoll thinks
himself wronged, or his doctrine mis-
construed, let him not lay my fault at
at the door of the Church, or cast his
censure on the clergy.

“Adsum que feer, in me convertite
J. 8. Brack,

i

me obscure,

ferrum.”

lows that the improbability of a mir
acle is no greater than the original
improbability of a revelation, and that
{is not improbable at all. Therefore
if the miracles of the New Testament
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|are proved by sufficient evidence, we PAMPHLETS,

| believe them as we believe any other CATALOGUES,
established fact. They become denia- PROGRAMMES,
ble only when it is shown that the STATEMENTS,
'grvnt miracle of making the world | CIRCULARS,

was never performed. Accordingly
Mr. Ingersoll abolishes creation first,
and thus clears the way to his dog-
matic conclusion that al/ miracles are
“the children of mendacity.”
Christianity is pernicious in its moral
effect, darkens mind, narrows the
soul, arrests the progress of human so-
ciety, and hinders civilization. Mr, In-

gersoll, as a zealous apostle of the
“{u"‘io{ dirt,” must be expected to
row
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