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>'NI:HE PRESIDENCY.

Reasons for a Direct Popular Vote,

SPEECH OF HON., WILLIAM A. WALLACE DE
LIVERED IN THE UNITED STATES EN-
ATE RECENTLY IN ADVOCACY OF
HIS PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE
UNITED STATES,

Mr. President, on the 28th of Jan-
uary last I had the honor to submit
for the consideration of the senate
joint resolution No. 148, proposing an
amendment to the constitution of the
United States, which is in these words :

That hereafter the president and vice
president ol the United States shall be
chosen by the people of the respective
States in the manner following :

Each State shall be divided by the
legislature thereof into districts, equal
in number to the whole number of sen
ators and representatives to which such
State may be entitled in the Congress o!
the United States, the said aistricts to
be (‘Ullll‘lht'll of continuous territory,
and to contain, as nearly as may be, an
equal number of persons entitled to be
represented under the Constitution, and
to be laid off for the first term immed)
ately after the ratification of thisamend
ment, and afterward at the session of
the legislature next ensuing the appor
tionment of representatives by the Con-
gress of the United States; but no ul
teration after the first or after each
decennial formation of districts shall
take effect at the next ensuing election
after such alteration isx made. That on
the first Tuesday in the month of No
vember in the year 1884 and on the
same days in every fourth year there
after, the citizens each State who
possess the qualifications requisite for
electors of the most numerous branch
of the State legislature shall meet at
the places provided by State law within
their respective districts and vote by
secret ballot for a president and vice
president of the United States, one of
whom at least shall not be an inhat
tant of the same State with the voter
and the person receiving the
number of votes for president anc
one the greatest num
votes for vice president in each «
shall each be holden
one vote, which fact shall be immed
ately certified to the board of canvassers
of the State, to each of
Congress from such
president of Senate,
shall be canvassed and
each district ascertaine
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turns by the governor, the chief
of the highest court law, and the
secretary of State of the proper State,
who shall constitute ti Stat

canvassers, and they shall certify the
result in said State to the speaker
the house of representatives of the
United States within sixty days
the election, and their certifi shall
be conclusive proof of such result. The
Congress of the United States shall
In session on the second Monday in
Fabruary, in the year 1835, and on the
-uml“hy in every fourth year thereafter;
and the speaker of the house of repre
sentatives, in the presence of the
and house of representatives, shall open
all the certificates, and the votes shall
then be counted by the two houses in
Joint convention met,
ing the greatest number of votes for
president shall be president, and the
person having the greatest number of
votes for vice president shall be vice
president of the United States
This amendment contempl
change in that provision of the co
tutiou of the United States which reg
ulates the election of president and
vice president by substituting for the
electoral colleges a direct vote of the
wople for the candidates themselves,
T'he electoral college has failed to an-
swer the purposes for which those who
originated it intended it. It was
thought at the time of the formation
of the constitution that the substitu-
tion of a body of intelligent and lead
ing citizens between the peuple and
the candidates would enable the coun-
try, in the event of difficulty, to de
pend upon their judgment, integrity
and high position for the solution of
those difficultics. The reverse of this
has proved to be the fact in practice,
Party discipline, party caucus and the
recognized will of party control com-
pel the electors to vote for the candi-
dates pamed in their party caucus, It
is the purpose of this resolution to
substitute the will of the people direct-
ly expressed for this systes. I sub-
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mit it now with no hope of its imme- | nize as the American system of ¢

diate adoption, but as a contribution
to the agitation from which alone a
change can come,
The features of the system are :
First—The division of the legisla-
ture of each State into districts, equal

in number to the whole number of |

senators and representatives to which
such State is entitled in Congres
Delaware, for instance, would be en-
titled to three votes, and would be
divided by its own legislature into
three districts.

Second—The people are to vote in
these districts, at an uniform time,
directly for their candidate for presi-
dent and vice president, one of whom,
as at present, shall not be a citizen of
the State in which the voter resides.

Third—The person having the high-
est number of votes in each district (a
plurality being sufficient) to be en-
titled to one vote out of the whole
pumber to which the State is entitled.
Pennsylvania huinf twenty-nine votes
would have probably cast ten Demo-
cratic and nineteen Republican votes
at the recent clection.

The Centre Demorrat.

Fourth—The returns of these votes
to be made to the governor, chief
justice, and secretary of State, who
shall canvass and return the same,
which shall be conelusive proof of how
the State voted.

Fifth—The votes thus returned to
be counted by the two Louses in joint
convention met,

Sixth—The person having the high-
est number of votes from all of the
districts voting (a plurality being suf

ficient) to be elected,

The t|llll|il'|n'minu< of voters, the di-
vision of the State into distriets, and

new thought. It is the mere applica
tion of what we have come to recog-
ll,'-,
tions to the practical working of the
federal constitution in the election of
president and vice president. In the |
elections of our county and State of- |
ficials as well as in the election of
members of Congress, the person hav-
ing the highest number of votes, |
whether he have a majority or a mi- |
nority, is the chosen candidate, but at
present under the federal system a
majority of the whole electoral vote,
or of the States in the house of repre-
sentatives, is required. I can see no
sufficient reason now for this differ-
ence, if the just voice of each State
can be preserved. Our experience
teaches us that there is no longer any
necessity for the continuance of the
rigid majority rule. . State equality in
the senate and State independence in
vote are, by the district system as
herein embedied, fully preserved. I
can see no practical reason for com-
pelling a majority of all the States, ns
such, to be obtained either by the use-
less processes of the electoral colleges,
or, failing that, of the vote by the
house of representatives by States, with

all its dangers of civil war, corruption
and anarchy. The preservation and
recognition of the equal and independ-
ent voice of each Stwate and of the
minority as well as of the majority of |
its people is to my mind the vital |
thought, and although a plurality
clects, my judgment is that we will as
frequently elect a majority president
under the distriet system as under the |
system now in operation, There can |
be no good reason, as 1 see it, why |
a plurality of the American people |

{ should not control when they have fair |

opportunities and free suflrage in the

agement, theretore, exists, which, in so
grave a mattler, are ‘lungu rous in the
extreme, Xllll‘ an uniform -",\"l"“l ol
universal application, and under what-
ever control, is manifestly better un-
der existing conditions than this com-
plex arrangement. An uniform sys-
tem is better than a triple system, as |
popular will is better than either elec- |
toral or legislative will. The power |
of party and the sectional line have |
mmL‘ the electoral system an utter |
failure, and our people will not tolerate
the choice of their rulers by the legis- |
latures, We are left lh(‘ll, to but the|
two systems, the universal direct vote
of the whole people or a direct vote of
the people under State control by dis-
tricts. The first greatest difficulty in
the way of an universal direct vote of
the whole people of all the States is
that it is utter destruction of the fed-
erative system and produces practical
consolidation. By it State ,inm are
obliterated and State independence
and equality are lost sight of. Uunder
ita few populous States voting for a
candidate popular there, would over-
whelm the remainder, or by the divi-
sion of their people a small State giv-
ing a large majority for voe candidate

.

would outweigh the voice of many
larger ones, In the late election the
majority in Texas for one candidate
was greater thun the aggregate major-
ities in New York, Penusylvania and
Ohio for the other.

The preservation of the federative
system utterly forbids the universal
direct vote. It would not aid in the
destruction of sectional feeling, but
the very reverse, for the tendency of
majorities is .'l!\'nl'\ § Lo grow, and when
based upon passion or interest, seetion-
al majorities invariably inerease, Such
a rule would pe e tunte bitterne s, for

means a whole section of the Unisn,
with a small exception, voted for one
individual while the opposite section
supported his opponent, and these sec
tions are divided by regular State lincs,
Now does a chiel magisirate so elected
appear to represent the whole Union

| and will not a small number of repeti

tions of such events naturally draw the

| opposite parties in loocking toward their

opponents to look directly across this

divisional line?

A direct vote of the people for the
candidate of their choice ia their right,
and the electoral system was a device
of those who did not trust the people,
to deprive them of this right. The
electoral plan was regarded with sus-
picion and adversion by the adherents
of Jefferson. Alexander Hamilton,
the father of the federal party, who
desired the establishment of a strong
uational government, and who favored
a life tenure for the president, subject
only to impeachment, was the author
of the electoral system. The histori.
cal fact is that the electoral college is
simply a relic of the aristocratic theory
of government insisted upon by the
old-time federalists, It was accepted
by the earlier Democrats because they

were obliged to take the constitution

a5 & whole and eould not accept or re-
Jeet it in part,
Mr. Hamilton writing in the Feder-

ner of choosing the president provided
forin the coustitution in the following
language :

It was desirable that the sense of the
people should operate in the choice of
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son renewed the above recommenda-
tion in each of his seven annual®mes-
sages following; and he was especially

|earnest in his desire to prevent any

election for president ever being deter-
mined by the house of representatives,
The arguments in behalf of the popu-
lar vote by districts which have been
made by statesmen of the past are so
full and convincing that it is only

necessary to read them to be convine: |

ed. Jackson, Van Buren, Benton, Cal-
houn, Dickerson of New Jersey, Me-
Duffie, Pickens, Johuson, Morton, and
scores of others are on record in its
advocacy, and my argument is com-
plete when I bring to the notice of the
senate and the country their reasons
for their belief through an abstract of
the history of their measures for its
accomplishment,

; NI aNE

Wnes old Mrs. Buosby had got
through reading in the paper an ac-
count of the last great fire, she raised
her spectacles from her eyes to the
top of her head and remarked, “If
city firemen would wear genuine home
koit-stockin’s, such as we make and
wear in the country, they wouldn’t be

alist (paper No. 68) refers to the man- |

the person to whom so important a trust |

a-bustin’ of their hose at every fire.”

THE CABINET IN CONGRESS.
| SHALL 178 MEMBERS BE PERMITTED O PAR-
| TICIPATE IN DEBATE?

Mr. Pendleton, from the committee
| appointed to consider the bill for seat-
| ing the menbers of the Cabinet on the
| foors the Senate and House, for
| the purpose of imparting oral informa-
tion and atlowing them to take part in
debate on sub

of

“ pertaining to their
respective departments, has submitted
nreport to the Senate,

It is an clabo-
rate and earefully prepared paper and
{ clearly sets forth that the measure
proposed is not altogether the new and

novel  feature in our [::u}!:nfl:'m:n‘.'
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assertion
in its own de-

be

because both

the people will correct any antagonism
which threatens the effective working
of the Government.”
-
Some Questions,

A young university Englishman
propounds the following questions to
the New York Graphie

Is Philadelphia a large State?

Are Boston and New York on the
same river ?

Do you have any really good thea-
tres in New York?

What can you buy an American
judge for ?

Did you ever kill a man?

How wide is the ferry between New
York and Chicago ?

Why don’t you let the Patagonians
vote ¥

What is the cost of a cab per hour

| between New York and Sag Franciseo?
|

I thought the war between the States
was stopped, and there is Peru and
Chili fighting yet.

Will the Brooklyn bridge be as long
as Blackfriars'.

Is Texas as large as Devonshire ?

Can an Englishman really under-
stand the natives of Chicago or St
Louis?

Is it true that your single young
ladies are gone for a week er on
excursions with gentlemen ?




