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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

BY REV. K. P, ROGERS, D. D
JANUARY 23,

Lesson 4
The Birth of Jesus.

Luxe 2 LS 0
“Glory to God in the highest, and
Luke 2. 14

doLpey Texr
on earth peace, good will to men

Central Truth :—A Saviour comes to re- |
deem his people.

Six months have passed since the
date of our last lesson, and Mary has
remained in her quiet home at Nazareth,
Then the Emperor's decree, which com- |
manded an enrolment of the people, |
obliged her to go to Bethlehem, the |
residence of her family, which was
about ninety miles from Nazareth, to |
be enrolled for the tax which was to be
laid on the people. This circumstance
establishes the fact that Joseph and
Mary were not very poor people, but
that they had at least a comfortable
estate, on which they paid taxes. The
journey occurred at the last of Decem
ber, and was made by easy stages, as
was necessary to Mary's delicate condi
tion.

On their arrival at Bethlehem they
found the village inn, or caravansary,
was filled with guests, and that they
could not be accommodated there, This
was probably owing to the fact that the
Emperor’s decree had summoned many |
people to journey to the place of legal |
enrolment, and it was very natural that
there ahould be scanty sccommodations
in a small khan or hostelry, It was not
uncommon in Palestine to use the lime
stone caves, with which the country
abounded, for the housingof the cattle,
and frequently the inn was connected |
with these dry caverns which could be
used in a strait for the entertainment
of travelers. Thus Joseph and Mary
found their quarters among the cattle,
and here our Lord was born and cra
dled.

The most ancient traditions locate
the place of our Lord's birth in a cave,
and a stately church and convent now
mark the spot assigned by the old le
gends as the scene of that most stupen
dous of all earthly events,

At this time, about a mile from Beth
lehem, a company of shepherds were
watching their flocks, as is said, on the
spot where, in a grove of olive trees,
now stands a chapel, known as the
*Angel to the Shepherds,” and said to be
the identical spot where the shepherds
encamped., The Jews say that the
sheep intended for the temple sacrifices
were paftured in the fields of Bethle
hem.

While the shepherds were engaged
in their ordinary occupation, they were
surprised by a vision of a very remark
able and glorious nature, which over
whelmed them
mingled with fear. An angelic messen
ger appeared to them and made a
communication. This was no le
the birth of Christ the Lord, which was
announced as being “good tidings of
great joy which shall be toall people
They were told that they should find
the facts proven at Pethlehem by the
sight of the babe, dressed
and cradled in a manger. The good
tidings were contirmed by the appear
ance of a heavenly chorus,
visible to the shept Is, and who sang
the grand Doxology, ** Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good

with surprise not un

new-born

who were

will toward men."”” Some of the Alex
andrian and Latin versions of the
angels’ song render the last phrase,

“On esrth peace to men of good will,

which does not change the sense, as it
ia generally interpreted to mean, “God's
good will as shown to men,

The shepherds at once determined to
go to Bethlehem, and verify this won
drous story, which they did, and were
filled with amazement by what they saw
and heard there,

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Christ is the great central fact in
the world’s history.

To him everything looks forward or
backward. All the lines of history con
verge upon him. All the march of
Providence is guided by Him. All the
great purposes of God culminate in
him. The greatest and most moment
ous fact which history records is the
fact of his birth,

2. This, fact is of far greater conse
quence than that we should keep any
particular day in its commemoration.

It is quite impossible to prove that |
Jesus was born on the 25th of Decem
ber, yet there is great propriety in
observing our Christmas Festival. The
fact that Az was born, is all that we need
and it is such a stupendous aud glorious
fact, and of such everlasting interest
for man, thatitis but & morbid and
bigoted spirit which refuses to join in
its celepration. We are not afraid of
too much Christ worship !

3. The humblest rouls are sometimes
chosen to receive the most august reve
lations from heaven,

It is 80 all threugh the Sacred Histo
ry, and not more so than at the birth
of Christ, That grand event was not
announced to mighty princes, or great I
scholars, or profound philosophers, re. |
nowned conquerors, but to a handful of |
Jewish shepherds, * keeping watch |
over their flocks by night.” |

John Bunyan, a captive in the jail at |
Bedford, had a vision of the piigrim's |
progress to the Celestial City, second
only in its power for good to the revela.
tion made to those simple shepherds at
Jethlehem. .

Lowly walks in life, trodden by faith.
ful men, may be lighted with heavenly
glories,

That is the best, way which leads di-
rectly to Christ,

4. The scheme of Redemption, while
it brings the highest glory to God, also
secures peace and good will to men.

Sin aims a deadly blow alike at (w
glory and man’s good. Redemptiol
cures both, and in the song of the
angels both worlds can unite,

5. The greatest power in the world at
this day is the ** Babe of Bethlehem.”

| bed, frozen stiff.

Infidels scoff at Christianity ns a weak
thing. DBut nineteen hundred years of
progress and triumph bear testimony to
Its power,

6. That is a poor house where there
is no roow for Jesus.

The inn at Bethlehem found no
apartment for him who made the
worlds, There might have been a rea
son for that in the unusual crowd of
travelers which was peculiar at the
time.

But there are many homes and houses

now where there is room for all but |
Him. Buot that family is without its
best friend where he is not a welcome
guest,

To parents and children, to kindred
and friends, to masters and servants
His coming brings nothing but good,
Home blessings and heart blessings,
blessings in joy or sorrow, sickness or
health, prosperity adversity, will
never be wanting in that house where

or

| Christ abides,

As we write this commentary on this
lesson the air is beginning to tremble
with the vibrations of Christmas music,
and the coming of the Christ-child fes
tival is waking joy in many homes, DPut
what is Christmas without Christ? And
what a mockery it is to celebrate Christ's
birth the calendar, when we shut
Christ as a Saviour from the household
and the heart

on
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Population of Citles having over 30,
000 Tuhabitants,

The following is an approximate state
ment the population of
towns having 30,000 inhabitants and up-
ward

of cities and

by the Census of 1580
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A Snow-Buaried Village.
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wper, a resident of the little vill
Par Clarke county, situated on
ide of the Blue Ridge mountain, near
the bour line between | mn

and Clarke coun brings news of a

his

terrible cal

smity in native village

e states that wher ft Paris the

entire o« ty of 500 men, women
and ehildre ver § ternit
from inter I, while no lesa tha

rsons had been literally frozen to

I'he snow commenced falling

er 20, and continued with una

fury unti Charnstmas, when the

thermometer registered 187 below zero
Nearly every hou n the vill

owing to its pe it situation on the
mountain le, was buried to the roo
in mammoth snow drifts, compelling
residents to cut tunnels, in many in
stances fifteen to twenty feet long, to
make exits So completely was the
country overwhelmed with snow that

it was impossible to make any head
way in it with the most powerful horses
All communication being thus inter
dicted, it became apparent that
dents would soon be in imminent dan
ger for want of food and fuel

During Christmas day the able bodied
men who had sneceeded in cutting their
way out of their houses were busily en
gaged in assisting many of their neigh
bors to cut tunnels through the snow
which completely eaveloped some of
the smaller The safety of
fifty or seventy-five of the villagers
could not be placed beyond doubt until
Inte in the afternoon, when they emerg
ed from the snow.bound dwellings
many suffering terribly from frosted
hands and feet, brought on by want of
fuel with which to keep the fires going,
One eottage, m't‘u|vw-v| by a widow, Mrs,

resi

cottages

| Kate Whitman, and her two children,

was the last for which the kindly offices

of A rescus ,l'lr‘y were 'r"frnr"li'll.
When an entrance to this house was |
M . |
finally effected, after several hours' |
|

Inbor, the unfortunsate lady and one of
her children were found dead upon a
One child afterward
revived, and, although terribly frost
bitten, will probably recover, The next
day (Sunday) a meeting of the villagers
was held in the school-house, when it
was resolved to appoint a committee of
fifteen to take charge of all the wood
and provisions in town. This was in
order to economize fuel. The number

| of sick and frozen became so great on

Tuesday that the committee converted
a dwelling-house into a hospital, whith-
er all the invalids were removed and
placed in charge of a body of physi.
cians, By Tueaday evening the number
of patientas, in various stages of sickness
had reached seventy-five, while others
were coming in hourly. The committee
then determined to reduce rations and
send a message to Berryville to ask that
assistance be sent as soon as possible,

CO-OPERATION IN DRESS,

PUSHIING KATE FIELD'S FLAN FOR ELEGANT

AND CHEAP CLOTHING
New Yurk Tribune

FOR WOMEN,
From the

The organization of a Ladies’ Co" |
this
city, which has thus far not met with |
the aid of Mr.
| Pulbrooke, of London, who was in-

operative  Dress  Association in

| success, is now to have

{ strumental in founding the Ladies

ears ago,

New York

from Eogland last

at the zequest of Miss Kate Field

as it was thought that this preliminary
| work could not be accomplished with-

out the aid of an experienced hand
A reporter of the Tribune called
| Mr. Pulbrooke yesterday morning
the Fifth Avenue hotel,
“We have two distinet
England, which origi
{vated in the North among  the opera
tive

he said, “one

and the other upon which the

in London are tounded.  In the form

er case the capital is subseribed by the
sharcholder who get their regular
profit, but the stores are open to the
public, and the ds sold at the ordi
| nary price At the end of the year
| the profits are divided 1z the cu
| tomers in proportion to their purchases

The method pursued in London®*differ

that the good t

only in this, are =old a
which only

the

a profit
and only

last vear the sales

arly £10.000.000. One

ngiand, |
n this side of the
Whet
ita will be «
[ shall probably
two months,

do v
met

rgamization

New Year in New York,
Howard in Philadel; -7T
Young men in dress coats and white
cravats have made things lively in
Gotham What an
[this New Year's

Fifty years ago when

abused eunste
is bece
the \1,-!u\tn

limit of the city was Canal street and

m

1
calling me

when green fields and eow pastures ex- |

tended from the city hall park up and
on to Harlem creek, everybody knew
everybody else, and a day's ‘ealling
could be made leisurely and comfort
ably. The good old Knickerbockers
enjoyed life, and a signal part
social delight was this habit of which
I write, To-day this is all changed.
| Bensible people ignore literal physical
calling and utilize the mails by which
to send their cards as courteous indi-
cations of remembrance on the first
day of the year. With the exception
of a few plensant family calls the en-
tire system has fallen into the hands
of young men, a majority of whom
have most limited circles of acquaint-
ance. These cheerful members of the
community, having purchased or hired
dress coats, pool their lists and go from
house to house in groups, Aside from
the transparent fufly of wearing even-
ing dress in the morning, and the utter
unfriendliness of calling on ladies they
never saw or heard of, is their abso-
lute ignorance of all that the custom
implies or means, Their sole idea
seems to be to make out a long list.
The exchangeof courteous desire and
the extension of more than a perfunc-
tory wish of the compliments of the
season uever enter their “minds,”

{ Dress Association of that city two
Mr. Pulbrooke arrived in
Wed-
nesday, and will undertake the entire
labor of organizing the association here

on

systems in

<in the large manufacturing towns,
wivties

nfh

With blue lips, red nose and white
cravats they rush into a parlor, bob to
one and another, giggle and rush out.
I think the women are quite as absurd
A custom has grown up
of late years which seems to me most
to
eards to all their
| acquaintances and often to men they
Young ladies are
anxious to have many calls, and in
| their eagerness forget to be prudent,
thus opening their door to people it
In

| other days it was the universal habit

| as the men,

Ladies
send their

reprehensible,
| receive

intending

{ don't know at all.

| may not be s0 easy

to be rid of.

to spread a generous table, Now

table of any kind is the exe ption, but

I regret to say that win
are offered very freely

must be disastrous
-

A GOOD MOTTO,

WHERE DID JUDGH ACK FIND 1T
Miws ¢ Philadelphia
When Judge Black was here to at
wedding of his grandds
k and Lieutenant K

nally started a tog
favorit 1hject
thre
minds are assembled at a stat
.l‘hl;- Black told me the st
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discussion when two  or
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ar
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Ran-
in
how-
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beginning with
appointed by

1784 hey
of a distinet depart
ment until 1870, when the law passed
the department of justics
used to be what
a cabinet officer

ember, 1

were,

ever, not heads

cating

attorney general

rland is styled ¢

wout a portt

The Approaching Comet,

1ON Wit
TAIN

THY
WHRECK OF

SUN SAID TO BE CER
MATTERS

Profesor Proctor, the greatest of
living astronomers, who has made the
investigation of the approaching com-
{ et n special study, gives the result of
his observations to the public, and his
conclusions are that an awful collision
| of the sun and comet are certain, and
that changes in another stellar system
| will take place, and the sun may after-
wards resume its ordinary influence.
The menacing comet i€ the one re-
cently visible in 1880 in the Austra-
lian heavens, and which i% one of the
most interesting comets ever seen by
man. Views ting it, not by
fanciful theorizers, but by mathema-
ticians of eminence by no means prone
to adopt vivid and startling ideas,
suggest the possibility—nay, even
some degree of probability, that the
comet may bring some danger to the
solarsystem. Like the comet of 1843,
it passed within about 190,000 miles
from the solar surface, and on a path
similar to that pursued by the comet
of 1843 while in the neighborhood of
the sun. The comet of 1880 is, in
fact, identical with the comet of 1843,
but its period is diminishing rapidly,
8o that at an early date it may fall
into the sun, with this alarming im-
mediate result—that all higher forms
of life, at least, will be destroyed off
the surface of the earth.

ArpPLE JACK is first cousin to James
Jams,

respec

e and liquors
The effi 1, it
stands to reason, on giddy-pated youths

and |
motto
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A NEW JERSEY SEERESS.
AN OLD WOMAN W Im' :"mv, SENSATION OF

ATHRIVING AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY,

Dhere livea in Xt :
1ere lives in Kingwood township,

near Frenchtown, N, J., a woman

ulfnut whom all the neighbors for
imllw around are excited, and whose
fame promiszes to spread

throughout

!\«ith intelligence, and gathered in the
news from all over the Union, while
dozens  of brawny crowded
around o hear what the lightning
brought and to admire the wonderful
L ekill of the little operator, While
controlling the wires as she does Hal

lie s not of

men

unlike

other

her age in her habit

httle girls

I inclinations

| the central portion of the State, Al- I nats
ready the news of the wond eful pow- ')v' mstance, on ‘Xr"’ v‘»l her -‘.:u‘rzx‘i! 4
er of prophecy which she possesses has [ 1o <o [ o, 20 of baby dolle, and
reached the ears of the quict farmers |, I Spunes ; I Boerson.
,in the upper counties, llr;'t *mall par- time dressing them i 1. C0REe
Lties come every day of two to Ll may :]:vn.:u the youngest operator in
{ her. Her e is Clark, and she js the world,
| h name | , an he i -
robably about sixty-five vears old " ,
"li-'vu in Hunterdon” county, she !,':1_ RUSSIA IN CHRISTNAS TINE,
{since her marriage, forty-three yeurs When t fall t Russian
‘:l‘;u,l'-lv]ﬂl lH}\ilIllvH- parts of Hun er s na I nprisoning t
;lfl"'tlvl and Warren counties he | ser 1 their cabis r en dreary
‘h’h(‘ lhll‘l'nﬂ‘vn of the power which n I'his is their period of d
| she is believed to possess appeared in f Home has to be mad
early life, during a Methodist revi 1 Ost Deep o n-like cu
From a girl she had been of an emo- | lead § 1y house 1t “ v{ ther
tional disposition, readily moved 1o |are fre went gatherin ing and
tears, and rometimes com | -
trated by an appeal from When Chy 145 ¢ the fat 4
It \\;:Tllnl.AA"I:."~ nery { \ren ‘ ,,A,;,‘,M )
that she seemed imbued t vis 8
of IV'H,:H'D,:A": 1 1 tak to ot ’ ,;“ "
1T Al ! 1 the t
s her ! i l< t ‘
ol these prophecies are said to hav ( or prrog
been literally  fulfilled, Her tetper- | The ‘ rriagy Are | i
ament and power of foret g ed in a row A
all her friends with noaw i The |
which has alwavs existe Clark  been kept in AT
a sensible woman, however
leavored as best she could to dr ‘
away all lear of herself and ber Wit r ‘
W
A A
1
I
i
p }
W
W I
T e
As the R
) () ¢ ‘
-
t b
I
I
I
{
: -
portrays, confidently ex R Uses of Charcoal,
able response, Maidens of ¢ beauty -
sock  this oracle to ( a
duct of their lovers 1 b i (
try lad is believed to have be itely o o
pulsed by some hideous reve ft t nen it
his life during o1 f 1 ner . i A Aud Al 1Sy
spells.  Industrious  husbhand ) - A r ny other Tainted
quire as to the pr rrous Iw eelcned ;
crops, and the waysi ver nposed
her as to the siu ud prevents
of merchandis sant
While mauy of y
that her powe ris tl ind sw
ist or clairvovant, the ; ind apartments
protests against such an ac n. | very | & 1N Its
She makes no pretentions t inder | it absorbes and «
the guide of an Indian chief or a great Y. Une «
spirit of some kind, nor does she re t al will abs !
sort to Any mysterious incantations dred inches of gascous am 1. Cha

| Her mode of procedure is by means
of the palms of her hands or the veins

of the temples. She rejuests her vis-

itor to hold out the hand before her

with the palm upwards and then die-

| tates what seems to her to be the trath
{ by reading the arrangement of the
{ veins, Her utterances come freely,
sceming to require little study.  Onee

[in a while she hesitates, and will some-
times place her hands upon the in-

iq\nn-r\ head. Considering the num-
| ber of persons consulting her, there is
[ very little repetition about her pre
Her happiest faculty seems

dictions.
to be the right use of names, both past
aund future, and the graphic descrip-
tions of places and persons. The age
of the woman and the continual strain
upon her nerves renders her life very
uncertain and seems to increase the
anxiety of those who have heard of
her lest they should fail to bave their
future revealed before she dies.
-

The Youngest Telegraph Operator,

From the Waco (Texas) Examiner

The frontier telegraph office at Wil
liam's Ranch, is managed by Hallie
Hutchinson, a little girl only nine
years of age. A gentleman who re-
turned from there a few days since
says Hallie is the most remarkably
intelligent little elf he ever had the

leasure of meeting. She handles her
instrument with the success and pre-
cision of an old operator. Recently,
when election returns were coming in
and the whole country was wildly ex-
cited to know the result, little Hallie

sat at her instrument, her eyes aglow

al forms unrivaled

an P tice for
unds and sores, often cor-
roding away dead flesh, reducing it to
| one quarter in six hours. In cases of
what we call pr «h it
able. It gives no disagreeable odor
corrodes no mwetal, hurts no texture
injures no color, is a simple and safe
sweetener and disinfectant. A tea-
spoonful of charcoal in balf a glass of
water often relieves a sick headache ;
it absorbs the gases and relieves the
distended stomach pressing against the
nerves, which extend from the stomach
to the head. It often relieves consti-
pation, pain, or heartburn,
-

maliguant w

invaia-

NorniNG in the world is so strong
| as a habit, good or bad. The scaman
cannot sleep soundly on the shore, be-
cause he misses the tossing of the ship
and the roaring of the wind, We
heard lately of a forlorn widow who
{the third night after her husband’s
death =at at the window watching the
stars with sleepless eyes. At last her
thoughts, sad and weary, broke into
soliloquy : “This trying to go tosleep,”
she smid, “without a quarrel of some
| kind is s0 new that I can't stand it.”
Just then two men under her window
fell to fighting. She watched the con-
flict to the end, then quietly undress-
ed, saying : “That's kind of homelike,”
and in a few minutes was fast aslecp.

InstrRUCTION ends in the school-
room, but education ends only with
life. A child is given to the universe
to be educated.
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TAKEX on the spot—The measels,

o




