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M. Presipext axn Ferrow Crrizess :
The persistent eflforts of the Radical
leaders to destroy the plainest rights of
the States and of the people, and there
by to overthrow local self government
in the United States, will justify me in
asking your attention to-night to some
observations that have been repeated a
thousand times, and have therefore no
charm of novelty to recommend them,
but which can not be repeated too fre
quently if we would preserve oursystem
of government and the liberties of the
people.

STATE

In the first Constitution of this State
it was declured : “That a frequent re
currence to the fundamental principles
of civil government is absolutely neces
sary. to preserve the blessings of liber-
ty.” And with equal truth it may be
declared, that a frequent reccurrence to
the fundamental principles of our sys
tem of government 18 necessary to its
preservation and the preservation of lib
erty. The purpose of the Radical lead.
ers to overthrow the rights of States and
the people, and to vest in the General
Government all the substantial powers
of government, is proved by act after
act of Congress, by numerous party
platforms, by a multitude of speeches
almost daily delivered, and by their de
nunciation of the plainest doctrines

RIGHTS,

upon which our system is founded, and |

which in the better days of the Repub
lic were seldom if ever questioned by
any public man. Let a Democrat use
the term “Sovereign State.'” and he is
forthwith denounced by the Radical
leaders and the Radical press as a nulli
fier or a secessionist.  Let him speak of

the reserved rights of the people under |

the Federal Constitution, and he is
forthwith denounced as assailing the
just powers of the Federal Government.
Let Congress pass laws in plain violation
of the Constitution, and the man who
questions their authority is assailed as
an enemy of the National Government
and of the perpetuity of the Union. In
a word, in every form in which it can he
manifested, those who govern the Radi-
cal party have shown their intention to
reduce the States to the mere category
of counties or townships, leaving them
no sovereign powers whatever, that way
not be overthrown at the will of a ma
jority of Congress; thus effectually de
stroying what the founders of our Gov
ernment considered its greatest merit,
the right of local self-government. Of

: . \
course, these enemies of our system do |

not nlu-nl}‘ avow their purpose. But
whoever shall carefully scrutinize the
laws they have enacted, the doctrines
they have made, the denunciations they
have uttered, can not fail to discover
that purpose, and to find that it aims at
nothing less than a practical destruction
of the Government of the States,

Now, my friends, let us consider for a
moment what is our sytem of Govern-
ment, and then further consider what
would be the result of overthrowing
local self-government and consolidating
all powers in the hands of the General
Government. We have in this country
two Governments—the Federal or Na-
tional Government, whichever term you
prefer, deriving all its powers from the
Constitution ot the United States ; and
the State Governments, deriving all
their power from the State Constitutions.
The nature of this system was expressed
with admirable brevity by Chief Justice
Marshall delivering the unanimous opin-
ion of the Supreme Court of the United
States , in McColloch v, the State of
Maryland, 4 Wheaton, 420, He said:
“In America the powers of sovereignty
are divided between the Governments
of the Union, and those of the States,
They are each sovereign with respect to
the objects committed to it, but neither
sovereign with respect to the objects
committed to the other.,” In the same
opinion, page 105, speaking of the Gien-
eral Government, he said :

“Thiz Government is acknowledged |

by all to be one of enumerated powers,
The principle that it can exercise only
the powers granted to it would seem too
apparent to have required to be enforced
by all those arguments which its en.
Jightened friends, while it was depend.
ing before the people, found it necessa.
ry to urge. The priociple is now uni.
versally admitted. But the question
respecting the extent of the powers
actually granted, is perpetually arising,
and wniyl probably continue to arise, as
long as our system shall exist.”

In Texas vs. White, 7 Wallace, 725,
Chief Justice Chase, in delivering the
opinion of the Supreme Court said:
“But the perpetuity and indissolubility
of the Union by no means implies the
loss of distinct and individual existence,
or of the right of self government by
the States. Under the articles of Con-
federation each State retained its sov-
ereignty, freedom and independence,
and every power, jurisdiction and right
not expressly delegated to the United
States. Under the Constitution, though
the powers of the States were much re-
stricted, still, all powers not delegated
to the United States, nor prohibited to
the States, are reserved to the States
respectively, or to the poople. And we
have already had occasion to remark at
this term, that ‘the i;eopla of each
State compose a State, having its own
Government, and endowed with all the
functions essential to separate and in-
dependent existence,’ and that ‘without
the States in union, there could be no
such political body as the United States,’
Not only, therefore, can there be no
loss of separate and independent auto-
nomy to the States, through their union
under the Constitution, but it may be
not unreasonably said that the preser
vation of the States, and the mainte.
ance of their Governments, are as much
within the design and care of the Con.
stitution as the preservation of the
Union and the maintenance of the Na.
tional Government. The Constitution
in all its provisions, looks to an inde-

structible Union, composed of inde-
structible States."

You thus see, my friends, that accord.
ing to the highest authority, the rights
of the States are as indestructible, if our
system of Government be preserved
are the rights of the Federal Gove
ment ; that the one is just as sacred as
the other; and that he who assails the
plain rights of the States is just as much
an enemy of our system of free institu-
tions as he who assails the just powers
of the Federal Government. Indeed,
80 sensitive upon this subject were our
forefathers that within less than two
years after the organization of the Fed-
eral Government ten articles of amend
ment to the Constitution were adopted,
every one of which was intended to
limit the powers of the possible preten.
sions of that Government, and the ninth
and tenth articles of which expressly
declare :

“Article IX. The enumeration in the
Constitution of certain rights shall not
be construed to deny or disparage oth-
ers retained by the people.”

“Article X, The powers not delegat-
ed to the United States by the Constitu
tion, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States respectively,
or to the people.”

Now why were pur forefathers so jeal-
ous upon this subject, and so careful to

the |v|'(|"||' ? It was,
things, because of all
the world, America. for the preservation

among

people, needs local self-government,
Should Congress continue successfully
its career of usurpation until, practical
ly speaking all the powers of Govern.
ment should be absorbed by it, what
would be the necessary result? Then
the laws that would govern the people
of Ohioin regard to their domestic con-
| cerns would be made, not by their own
| chosen representatives in their own
midst, but by a Congress in which the
| State of Rhode Island has as much
weight in the Senate as the State of
| Ohio; by a Congress in which the six
New England States would have six
times as much power, in the Senate, in
framing a law relating to the domestic
atluirs of our State as Ohio herself would
have, Let no one, my friends, imagine
that such a state of things can never
come to pass. | myself do not believ
that it will come to pass ; but the rea
son of my belief is my faith in the pow
er of the principles of Democracy to
prevent it.  Were it not for Democratic
opposition, it might come to pass. The
forms of State Governments might re
main.  Your legislatures might sit from
year to year, passing laws and levying
taxes, but their legislation would be
met and controlled at almost every step
by the legislation of the Congress of the
United States,

I'he forms of the
continued to exist

Roman Republic
for atter
every particle of Roman liberty had
been destroyed. And so the forms of
our State Governments might continue
to exist after every substantial exercise
of local self-government had been over
thrown. Now, mark it, my friends, the
doctrine of State rights or, in
government, for which

centuries

other
words, local self
the Democracy contend, is wholly dif
ferent from the doctrines of nullification
The Democracy of the
North never believed in cither of those
doctrines; they never believed in the
right of nullification or secession. And
until the breaking out of the civil war |
believe it may be truly atfirmed thata
large majority of the people of the
Southern States were also opposed to
those doctrines, It is true that when
the war broke out almost every South.
ern man took sides with his section.
That was the natural consequence of
such a strife, which overwhelmed for the
time almost every dictate of sober rea
son, But, whatever may have been the
opinions of the Southern people before
the war, no candid man can deny, no
honest man will deny, that the South-
ern people have abandoned the doctrines
of nullifieation and now and
forever. They have accepted the result
of the war as determining that no State
has a right to nullify the valid laws of
Congress and no State has a right to
secede from the Union. [t is therefore
the baldest hypocrisy or the most de-
plorable ignorance to pretend that
there is any danger of the revival of the
| doctrine of secession. One great cause
| that endangered the Union—slavery
i has ceased to exist. To re-establish it is
a manifest impossibility, No man,
North or South, imagines that it could
be re-established. The Southern people
would be among the first and the most
earnest to oppose such a measure. Their
political power is largely increased by
the emancipation of the negro, and they
are fast coming to the conclusion that
their material prosperity is likewise im-
proved by the emancipation. It is not,
therefore, a fear of secession or of the
te-establishment of slavery that prompts
the Radical leaders to degrade anddle-
base the Siates, The cause lies far
deeper than that. It grows out of the
long and never-ending effort of consoli-
dated capital, seeking special privileges

Or secession,

secession

the mass of people do not enjoy. The
strong National Government in the be-
lief that such a Government would give
greater security and value to his bonda,
The mammoth railroad corporation,
running through many States, feels
restive under what it considers the
annoyances of State legisiation. It
would greatly prefer to State chartérs
or State licenses a National charter
rendering it independent of the States,
The National Bank interest with its two
thousand and odd banks, destined, if
the system continue, to be tripled or
quadrupled in number in no long period
of time, looks with eomElnm-ncy on the
legislation of Congress that has destroy-
e«f the banking institutions of the
States and given to the National system
a monopoly of the issue and profits of
bank paper money. The high tariff
protectionists and the seekers of subsi-
dies alike desire a Government of almost
unlimited power to gratify their wishes
and foster their schemes, In a word,
almost or quite every form of concen-
trated wealth, except real estate, de-
sires, by construction or otherwise, to
add new new powers to the already tra.

dous powers p d by the Nat.
jonal Governments, Do not understand
me as saying that every man of wealth
desires the annihilation of the State
Governments or their practical over-
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-
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preserve the rights of the States and of |
other |
the countries in |

of the liberties and prosperity of the |

| century,

by means of legislation ; privileges that |

holder of Government bonds desires a |

Justification

throw. There are thousands upon thou.
sands of such men who are intelligent

enough to see that the preservation of

the rights of the States s essentinl to
the maimntenance of freedom and pros
perity and is one of the greatest safe
guards that can be conceived of the
Union itself. But on the other hand |
foar that there are thousands und tens
of thousands of men in this country
who would prefer even a limited mon-
archy to the form of Government under
which we live. They do not behieve in
the rule of the people; they do not be-
lieve in universal suffrage ; they do not
believe in the rights of the States ; but
they do believe in astrong centralized
Government, backed by a standing
army and presided over or ruled by a
Chief Magistrate chosen for a long term
or even for life. They are too sagacious
to expect their hopes to be speedily
realized, They know that a govern-
ment like ours can not be subverted in
a day, but they also know that, even if
its torm be left untouched, its essential
principles may be day by day weakened
or destroyed until in the end it shall be
in substance and in practice the consoli
dated Government they desire.  Hence
they favor and applaud every usurpa
tion of Congress and the President, and
regard with satisfaction every thing
that tends to weaken or destroy the re
served rights of the States,

THE ARMY AT THE IOLLS,

My friends, | have said that the pur
pose of the Radical leaders to overthrow
local self-government is shown, among
other things, by numerous scts of Con
gress.  To speak of these acts in detail
would require not or *hy but many

' apee

I ean not, therefo undertake that
task to-night, But there are some laws to
which | must ask your attention, not

only because of their deep reaching ef
fects, but also because they are promi
nently brought under consider
the last two sessions of Congre nad
are among the most prominent issues
now before the people.  And first let
me say a few words about the law en
acted in Febuary, 1575, authorizing the
use of the army of the United States to
keep the peace at the polls. When
that law was enacted, the Government
of the United States had been in exi
ence for more than three quarters of a
We had passed through two
wars  with foreign countries, and
through a civil war of four vears’ dura
tion, and almost unequaled magni
tude in the annals of 1; snd
yet, during all this nearly
seventy six year

perio
, neither in peace nor
in war had it been deemed proper, or
even admissible, by our law-makers, to

use

of the United
inany manner in the
1

the standing army
States to interfere

elections of the e, DBut when, in
1565, the Radical leaders resolved to
overthrow civil government in the

South, and to divide that portion of the
Republic into military departments, to
be ruled by five Generals of the anuy,
and to permit no « tions, unless sanc

tioned by those Generals and supervis
ed by them, then this law authorizing
the of the army at the polls was
first enacted, How it was executed is
row a matter of history. Its professed
hject was to preserve the peace ; its
ractical operation was to disturb the
It is said to Le in the interest
f free and fair elect it was used as
an instrument of terror to destroy f
elections And this commencement
being made in the art of bayonet rule
we soon saw a wider scope given to the
employment of military we saw
lawful Legislatures overthrown by the
bayone? ; wo saw lawful State officers
kept out of the possession of their offices
by the same means; we saw usurping
Legislatures and usuping Governors in
stalled into office by the same instru
ment; we saw thousands of our soldiers,
needed on the Western frontiers to pro-
tect the people:from their savage foes,
kept in the Southern States in order to
carry elections for the Republican par.
ty and maintain Republicans in ther
usurpations of the State Governments;
and all this, years and years after the
adose of the civil war: all this, at a time
when not one hostile hand was raised
against the Federal Government from
one end of the Union to the other, If
there were any justifieation for this law
while the Radical process of reconstruc
tion was going on; while Congress was
dictating State Constitutions and State
Governments ; while elections were held
under the supervision of Generals of the
army ; if at a time like that the law
could be justified, what justification is
there now, nine years after reconstruc
tion was completed, and when all the
States are represented in the Congress
of the Union? My friends, there 1s no
for this law at all. It is
vain td say that it is & mere instrumen
tality to preserve the peace. No such
instrumentality is needed. The people
of the United States have been able to
preserve the peace at elections ever
since the Government was formed as
well, nay better, than it has ever been

use

onee,

I
I

fons

|

left for us to do but to withhold appro
puiations from the army when used at
the polls, '
nature, but temporary, snd may be too
easily evaded by a hostile Executive to
be securely relied upon, Nothingsho-t
of arepeal of the obnoxious provision
will suftice, and the question whether
it shall be repealed is one of the great
questions to be decided by the pesple,
This issue is made and sharply v{vlinwl.
The Republicans in Congress, as well
as the Pfesident, are opposed to the
repeal, as their speaches and recorded
votes amply show, The Democrats and
Nationals are to a mun in favor of the
repeal.  What say you? If you are
tired of freedom and wish the ballot.
box to be interfered with by the bayo-
net, vote to keep the
statute book. But if you still cherish
your liberties and wikh to cast a free
and untrummeled vote, unawed by mili
tary force, vote to repeal it.  And do

| not imagine, my friends, that because
| you have never seen the polls in Colum.

bus surrounded by troops, therefore
there is no danger to be apprebonded,
To say nothing of what has occurred in
the Southern States, it is but a fow
years since large bodies of Federal
troops were massed in New York City,
upon election day, for the avowed pur
pose of executing the law we reek to
repeal.  And if the people once become

‘uwuwlwmwl to such an "Ill)‘]':\'lul'h[ of

military foree, and tamely acquiesce in
it, it will not be long before the inter
ference of the military will become far
more direct and effective and far more
extended,  The fisrt steps of despotism
are stealthy, but ench successive
step becomes more and more sudacious,
until at length liberty finds itself
death struggle for existence, The anly
safe rule is to resist ‘l.m]-nnvl-r-wvr from
the very outset, The trite old maxim
that “Eteroal vigilance is the price of
Liberty,” is a true maxim —there never
was a truer one.  Therefore it is that |
appeal to you to speak out now, before
it 1% too late Let the voice that comes

Iwnys

ina

from your ballot-boxes while they are

yet free, declare, in unmistakable tones,

that they always shall be free,
NATURALIZAY N AND ELECTION LAWS,

I now turn to some other statut
which your attention should b
But before doing so it would be we
refer to the hostility o0 long

by our political opponent th
people « ntry who are of for
eign t 1 part owing to
their ut it the woere enact
ed and ind u you it
book

You hav | heard of the famous Al
ien ar tion nacted by the
Federal Congre ONe YEATs ago
which gave to the President of the
United States the power to banish at
his mere pleasure any alien whom
saw fit to ban I'he Demoeratic §
ty of that day oppose the enactmont
of this law with all its vigor, and subse

succeeded

triumph of

quently. by a mighty etlo
repealing And 1t

MOCracy ir
son seemed

o

tion of Mr.

for u time at least to have
put an end to any atte t Lo renew
such persecution And, so long as the
Democratic party retained power no

such attempt was to be seri ¢ appre
hended.  Buat the spirit of hostility to
the foreign born had not died out ; and

hence within the life of the present
generation we saw the Know Nothing

party spring into existence as it were
in asingle gight and threaten to obtain
possession of all our Governments, State
and Federal, The Democracy, how-
ever, proved themselves equal to the oc
casion, and lh:~. new attempt to revive
and put in practice the spirit of the old
Alien and Sedition Law, was rsignal
overthrown., When, however, the Re
publican party, after the first election
of President Grant, had the most abso-
lute control of the Government that any
party ever possessed-—the President
being a Republican, nearly all the
Judges of the Supreme Court and the
other Federal Courts being Republicans,
more than six-sevenths of the Senators
being Republicans and over two-thirds
of the House of Representatives being
of the same party—the Radical leaders
oconce I\"" it 'vt-ul'r“' to once more I"flll
the rights of the naturalized citizen
This time the attack was made under
the guise of preserving the purity of
elections, The ohject was to bring all
clections under the control of Congres
sional law and Federal officers, and to
use the whole power of the Federal
Government and the Treasury, too, to
maintain the ascendency of the Repub
liean party. They began by the intro
duction of a bill professedly to enforce

the provision of the fifteenth article of 1

amendment to the Constitution, and
that bill, originally introduced in the
House, after being greatly amended and
enlarged, was passed by both Houses

{ and approved by the President on May

31, 1870, It is entitled “An act to en-

| force the right of citizens of the United

preserved in any other country of pop- |

ular institutions. The only effect of
the law is to enable the President to
overawe the people who are opposed to
his Administration. It makes the army
an instrument of party instead of being
what it ought to be, and what, consti.
tutionally, it can only be, the army of
the whole United States. It is a law
not only repugnant to liberty, but
greatly injurious to the army itself, |
have never heard an oflicer of the army
speak of it except to deplore its exist
ence. Why, my friends, such military
interference as our statute contemplates
would not be tolerated even in mon.
archical England for asingle day. Of
this assertion the proof is ample and
conclusive. The English people have
never assented to the use gf troops at
the polls. As early as the reign of
Edward I, a statute was passed to pre-
vent it.

- - - . - » - L - »
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Now, my friends, the Democracy at
the last session of Congress, did all that
was in their power to re the statu-
tory provision suthorizing the use of
the army at the polls. For that purpose
we passed bill after bill, but they were
successively vetoed by the President
and thereby defeated. The General
Appropriation Bill for the support of the
army was thus vetoed, the Presidant, by
defeating it, declaring in effect that he
would let the army go without support
rather than lose the right to use it at
the times and places of elections. Thus
thwarted by an unparalleled exeroise of
the oneman power, we had nothing

States to vote in the several States of
this Union, and for other purposes ;"
and it contains not less than twenty-
three sections. I have no time to-night
to speak of this law in detal.
only say in a general way that it as
sumes to control the action of the clee-
tion officers of the States when perform-
ing their duties under State laws, and
to punish them by indictment in the
Federal Courts and by numerous other
penalties for any violation of the act,
notwithstanding the existence of State
laws to punish ln‘lem for the same thing;
thus inflicting upon them a double pun-
ishment—one under the laws of the
State and the other under this Congres.
sional act. It creates a host of Federal
officers and employes to be paid out of
the public Treasury for interfering in
the elections of the States, and it seeks
to confer upon the Circuit or District
Courts of the United States a right to
try contested elections in the case of
every oflice whatsoever, except that of
Elector of President or Vice President,
Representative or Delegate in Congress
or Member of the State Legisiature.
If this provision be constitutional, the
right of your Governor to his seat, of all
our Judges from the highest to the
owest, to their offices, of every county
and municipal officer, might be drawn
into litigation before one'of the Federal
Distriet Judges at Cincinnati or Cleve
land, But | need not dwell upon this
statute further. Some of its most ma-
terial progisions have been declared by
the Supreme Court of the United States
to be unconstitu tional, and the validity
of others has been seriously brought in-

law upon the |

I can |

to question and will no doubt be in like
| unner tested,

My principal object in | ticated aflidavits to
But this remedy is, in its | referring to the statute at all is to show | fact,
the purpose of the Radieal leaders to | this
interfere by Congressional laws and lnuthing novel in this, for it is the com-

| the Courts to receive properly authen-
prove any material
such as the length of residence in

country, or the like, There is

| Federal - officers in the elections of the | mon practice of Courts to receive affi-

| States

Radical leaders next turned their at

Having passed this act, the | davits on the hearing of mere motions,

and an application for naturalization is

tention to the subject of naturalization. | & metion to be admitted to citivenshipn

{ They passed through the House of l(v{r
| resentatives, at the same session, a bill,

But by forbidding the use of affidavits
the bill would, in a vast multitude of

No. 2,201, to amend the naturalization | eases, have made it practically impossi
| laws and to punish crimes against the |sible for an applicant to prove the

| #ame,
{ ferred to the Committes on the Judi
| ciary, who reported a substitute for it.
To some of the provisions of this
substitute, which was carnestly pressed
{ for adoption, I want to call your atten
tion, for of all measures ever introduced
into the American Congress hostile to
the foreign-born citizen or denizen,
this substitute was the worst. Had it
become a law its plain eflect
have been to gr

atly deminish if not
put an end to emigration to this coun-
try. Itwould have made naturalization
ulmost an impossibility, It would have
wade the certificate of naturalization,
ovon whon obtained, almost worthless,
y its very first section it took from
every Btate Court the right to grant
certificatas of naturalization, and vest
ed that power in the Circuit and Dis
trict Courts of the nited States and
Registers in Bankrpptey, as Commis
sioners, alone, The consequence of this
provision, had it become a law, would
bhave been to compel the person seek
uralization w0 travel possibly
Is of miles and incur a great
time and money in ord
make his first declaration, and afte
ward his final applieation, The bill
next provided “that any alien intend
ing to apply for naturalization shall at
leust one month before such application
file or cause Lo be filed with the Clerk of
| said respective Courts or with the said
Commissioner (Register in Bankruptey ),
to whom such application is to be made,
a notice that he intends to apply, which
notice shall be verified by the oath of
spch alien, and shall state the time at
| which such application
| the n the town
l”“. State or Territory within the
1] t of Columbia, in which said
plieation is inteaded to be made;
where the applicant has resided for the

[ 1oss of

15 to be made,

me of or place within
or
Lrie

als

to such applica bis

the time, with t 't

in case he res« a

streets named and Jnen

and name and keeper of

! hich he lives, the name,

BEC, OCCU P 1 lity of the

apphicant, description

ol the applicant, {, complex

nm, « or « the eves

nd any « I'he
ohject of

ticuianty,

and expense that the giving of nc
ight ose, put principally
bling any person whomsoever to inter
fere and the granting of the
naturalization, For the bill went on to
provide “that the application must be
heard at the time specified in the no
tice, and that any person might con
test the applicati that no affidavits
should be admitted, and that at
torney-atlaw should de permitted to
cross-examine agy applicant or his wit
ne , and o offer counter evidence
conformably to the rules of law ; that
for taking and filing a declaration of
intention
should be fifty cents; for determining
whether the alien should or should not
{ be naturalized, §£1.50; and for each
day's services by any Commissioner in
taking testimony, 6 : and for authen
tieated copies of proceedings in natu
ralization, the same fees asx in other
cases, that of twenty five cents per hun
dred words, And it further provided
that the fact of residence for four years
and six months in this country should,
in addition to the oath of the applicant,
be proved by a citizen of the United
States, And then, atter all, if the ap
P nt obtained his certificate, it was
declared that it should not be effective
until six months had elapsed after it
was granted. Now,my friends, think for
|one moment what a man, seeking to
| become naturalized, would have had to
do, had that bill become a law, In the
first place, he would have had to declare
his intention to become a citizen, not
| in the State Court within a few miles of
| his residence, but in the Federal Court,
perhaps hundreds of miles from his resi-
dence, That is the first loss of time
|and money to which he would have
been subjected,

Next, at least one month before
making his application to be natural-

Ly ena

oppose

any

In the Senate the bill was re- | length of his residence,

would |

to become a citizen, the fee |

The only per
| sons by whom he could prove when ho
| eame to the United States might live in
another and a distant State. If he
couid not use his aftidavits he could not
procure his naturalization, unless, in-
deed, he could procure their personal
!attendance at a cost of hundreds of
miles of travel and of their reasonablo
compensation, But this was not all,
The applicant might be ready and
have his witnesses in attendance when
any one might interpose and contest
the application.  Any pettiflogging law-
yeremployed by a Know Nothing Lodge
or moved by his own vindictive feel-
ings, might go to work to examine and
cross-examine the applicant, and for
the purpose of continuing such ex
atination and the taking of testimony
the Commissioner adjourn the
hearing from day to day, receiving six
doliars for every day he sat., It was es-
timated by some of the Senators in the
debate upon the bill that the average
cost of naturalizatien, should the bill
become a law, would not be less than
one hundred dollars a case, But let us
spuppose the applicant successful and
the certificate granted and the six
months which were to elapse before it
should be effective, expired. Then you
would think all his troubles were at an
end. But not at all; for the bill pro
vides that at any time thereafter a Dis-
trict Attorney of the United States
might drag that wau into the Federal
Courts to show his certifi

should not be revoked

might

Causre why

Now, it may be asked, why do | dwell
much upon this bill, or rather the
substitute of the S« e Judiciary

0

ittee, since the betitute failed
to becor law? 1 do so for two
reasons to show what kind of a
measure a large number of the most
distinguished Republican leaders were
anxious to adopt; and in the next
place, 1o show that tion laws of

1

which we this Know-
Nothing ant 4 *bill were
twin brothers ; f you will be
better able to ¢ nd how it ie
M, ! the execu the election

. they have been t

naturalized «

e election
e obstacle
1 citizen
» thus use
clection laws If the mo-
ment the su ich | have

spoken was as | have
said, wWas propo.ec endment to
the House bill, was voted

down, the Senator who had the bill in
charge moved two additional sections
to it : one providing Supervisors of

and the

And be

Llections,
{

other pire
it further enacted,
that in any city having upward of
twenty thousand inhabitants, it shall
be lawful for the Marshal of the United
States for the district where such city
thall be, to appoint as many special
deputies as may be necessary to pre-
serve order at any election at which
Representatives to Congress are to boe
chosen ; and said deputies are hereby
suthorized to preserve order at such
clections, and to arrest for any offenso
or breach of the peace committed in
their view."”

The bill thus amended passed both
Houses, and was approved by the Presi-
dent July 1th, 1570. This bill was the
entering wedge for the enactment of
the voluminous Congressional laws that
have since been passed. It introduced
the United States Deputy Marshals
upon the scene, under the pretense of
preserving order at the elections, but it
stopped far short of the powers con-
ferred upon them by the subsequent
acts, to which | will shortly refer,

At the next session of Congress the
Radical leaders returned to the charge,
and by the act approved February 21,
1871, containing twenty sections, set up
the vast machinery of Federal interfer-
ence in the elections of the people that
now exist. This act provides for a
Chief Supervisor of Elections, for two
|other Supervisors in each district or
voling precinct in any city or town

ding as
llows

ized, he must have filed the notice of | having upward of twenty thousand in-
which | have spoken either in Court or | habitants, all to be appointed by a Fed-
before one of the Commissioners of the | eral Judge ; and it then confers upon
Court. That might subject him toa |the United States Marshal, on the ap-
second journey and further loss of time | plication of any two citizens of any

| and money.

Then, when his appiica- | such city or town, power to n!-poinl as
tion came on to be heard, he would | many Special Deputy Marshal

s as he

have been required to prove that he |shall see fit to aid and assist the Super-
had resided in this country four years | visor of Elections to keep the peace, to

and six months by the testimony of a
citizen. He might produce men of the
highest character who were not citizens
to prove the fact; their testimony
would be rejected. Men upon whose

property rights could be decid
bave been utterly disqualified by this
bill, had it become a law, to prove the
simple fact of how long a foreign born
man bad resided in the United States,
The bill was an insult to every man of
foreign birth, for it assumed that ina
case of naturalization the oath of an
alien could not be trusted. His testi.
mony might be taken in a case of mur-
der, 1t might be taken in the greatest
property trial in the Courts, but in a
case of naturalization it should not be
taken. Such was the pro®sion of this
bill, Its inevitable effect would have
been to make it impossible in many
cases far an applicant to prove the fact
o{ his residence. He could prove it by
the men who came to this country with
him easily enough, but how could he
be expected to prove it by a citizen of
the United States when he was a total
stranger to all our citizens at the time
he landed on our shores? But there
was a still more deadly blow at natural-
ization contained in the bill, which pro-
vided that affidavits should wmot be
received, Now, there is no statute in
the United States providing for taking

I
;

dorumou in cases of naturalization
but it has always been the ptnuooc*

support and protect the Supervisors in
the discharge of their duties, to pre-
vent fraudulent registration and fraud.
ulent voting, or fraudulent conduet up-
on the part of any officer of election,

testimony a man might lose a life, upon | and with power 10 arrest and take into
whose testimony the most im»nnnnl | custody,

with or without process, any

,would | person who should commit, or attempt

to offer to commit, any of the acts or
offenses prohibited by the act, or an

offense against the laws of the l'niu'x
States ; provided that no person should
be arrested without process for any
offense not committed in the presence
of the Marshal or his general or special
deputies, or either of them, or of the
Supervisors of Elections, or of either of
them, And for the purposes of arrest
or the preservation of the the
Supervisors of Election, and each of
them, should, in the absence of the
Marshal’s deputies, or if required to as-

-

sist such deputies, have the rame duties

and powers as Deputy Marshals, )
it is further provicrad that the ;
sation of Deputy Marshals shall beat
the rate of five dellars day for not

exceeding ten days.

statute and the multitude of
Mlt“m& It inhrfer;n with the
registration voters and with 3
election, and undertakes to punish

[ Continued on Stk page.|

ferred by this la " "
ers oon w u ¢
i":'.. officers — Supetvisors, lltnn;\-g A3
and special deputies—can not beunders
stood without a reference to the entire Pog i
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