TREASURY REVELATION

THE AMOUNTS WASTED AND STOLEN ¥YoOT
UPF MILLIONS=HOW COPIES OF NOTE
PLATES AREKE STOLEN —~THE DIFFERENT

BUREAUS OF OUR TREASURY —THE NUM-

BER AND COST OF EMPLOYES,

We are indebted to the New York
Star for a lu'l‘lh:ll of the reports of the
Glover committee on the management
and corruption of the Treasury De-
artment., It fully justifies all that
{uu been said of the maladministration
of the country’s finances. It lays bare
a record of A:ul'l'lllilinll, fraud and out-
right stealing on so stupendous a scale
as to almost stagger belief, fortified as
it is at every point by facts ayd fig
ures, traced out with great labor from
twenty years of crooked accounts,

forced balances, false entries and gen- |

eral distortion of criminating oflicial
data. The amounts wasted and stolen
foot up millions.  Among other things
it is shown by conclusive proof that
at this moment over £6,000,000 of a
government trust fund (the proceeds
of the sale of cotton eaptured during
the war), is absolutely unaccounted
for; that a Director of the Mints
abused his high responsibilities by
dealing in bullion stocks, and by an
untrue official report cansed a fluctua-

tion in the value of the stock he was

were afterward held to be counterfeits,
and Jay Cooke & Co., were made to
refund the money ; but the committee
that destroyed the plates were by no
means certain that llu-‘\' were counter-
feit. The Buperintendent of Plate
Printing in the Bureau testified some
| years since, that the plates of the 5-205
which the Seeret Service had captured
were from  the genuine bed picces,

The 8500 “counterfeit” greenback

{ of 1873 was inspected by experts and |

| compared with a genuine note for the
| Glover committee, and these expert
| engravers swore beyond all doubt that
{ the note eame from a genuine plate or

one. The Bureau workman who trans
{ ferred the plate from the bed picce
| agreed with this,

[ The Star, in furnishing the synopsis

setting forth the above facts, says:
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the report points out the curion i that can |
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so-called “exc nt counterfeits” ha { 1 L0 i
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portant elections, | t ( Keepit ( \
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lief that these izsues have been mads
with the connivance of Treasury offi

s being s
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of the Treasury and the irre ible
officers under him have e« into

complete control of the issue of the
people’s curreney, and no protection
whatever exists against the circulation

of unlimited amounta of s
rency at any moment, ‘
statement of the custodian of th
ing plates shows that a singl

can at any time abstract and retain
long enough for reproduction any p
or roll used for printing U, 8. notes
bonds. The distinet paper
equally liable to abstraction. It
be taken away in small quantities
without deteetion, and without the ne-
cessity for concert among the parties
in charge. That such thefts have
taken place is shown by the fact of
the immense owerissues referred to
SBome of these cases have been traced
out, as it is shown by the following
summary of proofs in the committee's
possesssion, as stated in the report :

In 1865 Hank Hall, a noted coun-
terfeiter in New York, hired two plate
printers, named Lankton, to go to
Washington, get employment in the
Printing Bureau, and there steal cop-
ies of every note plate the government
was using.

1
e empl

used s

can

per), of several notes, and could have
stolen all had not a quarrel sprung up.
Among these copies were the backs of
the 820, 850 and 8100 compound in-

They did steal copies (by |
printing on lead sheets instead of pa- |

M ulf to the Polar ocean, and
the are in their exercise often
despotic to a degree th: Imits of the

suppression of proof of « il miscon
t. DBesides these thirty old bureaus
Washington the treasury deps
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Cle¢
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houses and custom offices stretehing
across the continent from KEastport,
Me., along the frontiers of New Bruns-

wick, Lake Ontario, Huron
and Superior, the frontiers of Mani-
toba and British Columbia, to Port
Townsend on Pugent Sound, Washing-
ton Territory, thence northward along

Canada,

the Pacific coast, to the Asiatic sea,
outhward to the boundary of Lower

California, eastward and southward
along the frontier of Mexico, south-
ward along the shores of the Gulf,
southward to Key West, and thence
northeast along the Atlantie coast to
Maine, with an organization embrac-
| ing also the interior States of Illinois,
Indiana, Jowa, Kentucky, Missouri,
| Nebraska, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Vermont and West Virginia,
with the navy and special “revenue
| marine” fleet of thirty-seven vessels to

enforce the custom laws—the treasury |
| the chief admitted that it was 845.79,
| repair, purchase and sale of these rev- |

i having charge of building, equipment,

which (or the rolls) must have been |
borrowed from the Bureau to make |
them.

from a surreptitious reproduction of

4 The cost of the bureau

of the treasury department, which, it
may be readily perceived, i« unlimited
[almost in the extent of its influence
and its power to corrupt. It admin-
istration should, therefore, be as pure
and honest as possible, but the report

| corruption.  Its employes at Washing
|lu|| and throughout the country*are
the retainers of the secretary of the
treasury through whom he wields in-
[ﬂm nee and who are paid for their
party work out of the public treasury.
In this connection we have this speci
fication :

In the Bureaun of Engraving and
Printing it was found that shortly be-
fore last year's elections nearly 300
needless employes were put on the pay
rolls, Instead of the burecau

costing

shows that it is, instead, the refuge of
political dishonesty and the hot-hed of

about 150,000 in the fical year 187K, |

ally cost the government in various
[ ways ove r 8500000,
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teen years of its existence is #0 mixed
in the treasury accounts with other
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em  lawful concentration  of
the printing in t bureau has been
condemne every way wrong by re
peated reports of investigators, It ha

been excused by false pretences of
cheap work

September 25, 1877, in respon 1o
advertisements inviting proposals for
printing the 1 k backs on 1 1|
bank notes, bids were received { «
gravers and wRen opened were found
to range from B12 to 88.94 per 1.000
sheets.  The chief of the bureau offer-

ed to do the work for

88,92, two cents

lower than the least bid, and the work

was awarded to the bureau.
An inspection of the bills rendered

under this arrangement showed that |

while the bureau charged 85,92 per
1,000 sheets for the first printing, it
charged 814 for the green printing on
the backs, and 820 for Un faces ; be-
ing together 842 a 1,000 for the
three printings, instead of $29.76 as
on the basis of this bid it should have
done. The bureau also obtained, in
violation of law, the printing of the
black backs of the legal tenders by
putting in an absurd “bid” of $8.27
per 1,000 impressions. At this rate,
the completed notes should not have
cost over 837.66 a 1,000 sheets: but

and his own figures reveal the fact that

terest notes, whose elaborate geometri- | enue vessels, and of the (xamination, | it was 8101.15,

cal lathe work engraving was thought
a perfect protection against fraud, and
was the test among banks of genuine-

| admission and government of cadets
| therein—a network of assessors, collec-
tors and other Internal Revenue offi-

These specimens of profligacy and
plunder in one bureau serve as exam-
ples of the way in which the other bu-

ness, They also got the faces of some | cials reaching over the whole country, | reaus are run, but we must defer fur-
of these notes. A large amount of | with the U. 8. army and the Federal | ther specifications to another day.

them, estimated by some at 8750,000,
was put afloat. The government has

redeemed $18,000 7-30

| Courts to uphold them.

| These are but a portion of #he sub-
notes, which | jeets under the supervision and control

The picture of Republican malfeas-
ance presented is a sickening one for
the American people to contewplate.

s has been publicly represented, it |

A FREE-TRADER,

FRANK W,

From the Phitadolphia Tim

HURD, OF THE BUCKEYE ETATE,

Frank I, Hurd is the member of Con.
gress from the Beventh distriet of Ohio.
Ho was n member during the existence
of the Electoral Commusion, and his
voice was often heard ¢ loquently sus
taining the Democratic side of the Pres.
wdentinl fight, Itis generally agroed by
all politicians that if any man sucoeeded
in doing honor to himself and ndding
reputation to his name during  that
stormy time Frank Hurd was the man,

tionist recing him start out with #1,000
| worth of staves and coming back with
| #00,000 worth of goods would deplore
| the transaction because the balanee of
[ trade was ngainst us, The Freetrader
in it the just reward to Ameriean
enterprise, and would encourage such
tranuactions that they might be repent
| ed indefinitely from every port in the
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n modification of the tariff then, first to
open new markets to American pro
ducts ; secondly, to destroy the unjust
syrtem of taxation of one man to help
another, which protection always im

| Been
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and it is thought by many that if h nution of the would
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matter of the great question to be | To John Sherman,
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“It is common for the Protectionist

to talk much and wisely about the bal

anee of trade, and to say when we im
port more goods than we export that
the balance of trade is against us, as

though that meant something calami
tous, In the true sense, with a proper
system of traflic with the world, this
balance of trade against us means vnly
the profit Americans have made on
their foreign commercial transactions,

AN INSTANCE,

“If free trade prevailed a man might |

leave Portland, Maine, with a eargo of
staves not worth there 81,000, He takes
them to the West Indies, where staves
are needed, and trades them for sugar
and molasses and other products of that
clime. e then takes these to St. Pe
l.c-rnbur‘; and exchanges them for fur,
tar and products of Russia, which he

carries to Liverpool to changes there |

for silks laces and other goods demand.
ed at New York. After atwo years
voyage he returns to the United States
with a eargo valued at New York city
from $50,000 to $60,000, The Proteo
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The Sun Never Sets on the United States, |

Few people are aware that the proud
boast of the Englishmen that the sun
never seis on the tish Empire is

equally applicable to the United States,
1

nstead of being the western limits of
the Union, San Francisco is only about
midway between the farthest Alutian

lsle, acquired by our purchase of Alaska,
and  Eastport, Me. Our territory ex.
tends through 197 degrees of longitude,
or 17 degrees more than half way round
the globe, The Recky Mowntain I’ csby-
feran, In commenting on this fact, says:
When the sun is giving its good-night
kiss to our westernmost isle, on the
confines of Behring's sea, it is al-
ready flooding the fields and forests of
Maine with s morning light, and in |
the eastern part of the State is more
than an hour high. At the very mo
ment when the Alutian fisherman,
warned by the approaching shades of
night, is pulhnf his canoe towards the
shore, the wood-chopper of Maine is be-
ginning to make the forest echo with
the stirring music of his axe.”

-

Notuine is lost in France. The or
ange blossoms and grass in the public

bidder, and at a country railroad station
a visitor lately saw a sale of the grass
on the embankments, The purchasers
were peasants’ wives,
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