FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE,

Grammar in Rhyme.

It is seldom that one sees so much
valuable matter as the following lines
contain, comprised in so brief a space,
Every little grammarian just entering
upon the mysteries of syntax, will find
it highl}' advantageous to commit the
“poem” to memory, as by «l'lvlll'..(
many a “black mark " will be avoided,
for with these lines at the tongue's end
one need never mistake a part of speech,

80
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An Undergronnd Castle, [
Not a castle that had been sudd nu"
swallowed by a hungry earthquake,

neither had it heen buried for years and
years beneath the stones and ashes of an
active voleano

It was indeed a curious affair, this
castle about which I am going to t
you, for it was pianned and built under

the ground
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ittle turret in which could
cast trace of loop-
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winding passages and graduated g r
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and most perfeetly  hard-finished, they
were ha wmd zloomy eno and ) |
old p from the ma rt
were suspended there, There was many
a niche and we too, alike undeco-
rated by flower-y ol
ray of light w ry
its cheerless apartments
melancholy glioom

As for the master of this hidden cas-
tle, he seemed only intent upon enlarg.
ing his subterrancan domains With

wonderful skill and never-tlagging ener
tinued to construct new pas
tments, adding a chambey

there, with
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. but that they were almost
soft fur rolw dut they
vo very bright, twinkling
nn than a grain of
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\ His sense of
ippearaed o be very acute,

ver no oag pearance
car He struggled whils
ul palms in one hand, |
15ly  woebbed-feet in the
a time I suceeeded in for
ing jaws apart, and, to my
astonishment, there  were  thirty-six
sharp little tecth, and all his own too.
It seemed rather unfair, thus to treat a
helpless prisoner, but T excused my
m the grour that T was only secking
for information
Then Funtied his hands and feet, and
threw him into a tub of water, where
I was delighted to see him swim like a
fish. “Where could he have learned
to do this?” I exelaimed; and then |
ried to imagine that his eastle-grounds
night be beautified with fountain sprays
wid silver lakes of his own construction,
I took him out of his bath, smoothed
wmd dried  his tur robe, and placed a

of an extern
I held his fat,
imd his cur
other After

ing his unwi

vich repast before him, which was made
up of earth-worms and ground nuts,
This he devoured very greedily, on

exhibiting a degree of ferocity as he
hunched his round back, and ravenously
pushed the food into his mouth with his
fat, chubby hands,

And now allow me to introduce vou
tofthis curious little king-architect of
the Under-ground Castle.  His family
name is Talpider, but he is generally
known as Salops aquaticus. And so,
after all, he is only the common * blind
mole,” whose little hillocks here and
there are familiar to every one. And
yet, by patient and camful observation,
we find that e is a most interesting little
animal. His small body is a comlina-
tion of mechanieal implements.  His
long snout serves as a crow<bar, p
axe and spa and his whole jra is
an ingeniously  complieated machine,
ench part of which is well adapted to its
Nrpose By the constant rubbing of
'niﬂ sides ngainst the walls of his dwell-
ing they me smooth and hard, so

Itis body, though when I threw him
into the water I found that a little dirt
settled in the bottom of the tub.
little creature searched deep into the
| earth for insects, tender roots, and
worms, and it will even sink a well to
supply its young with water.

Gvery spring and autumn from four

to five baby-moles are added to the
family; and as my little captive was
born and reared under the ground, he |
naturally soon begun to pine for his “na-

tive element.” So one day I carried him
back to the ruined hillock, and, quicker |
than a flash, he disappeared beneath the
surface, As his tower had never been

rehuilt ¢ his capture, T inferred that
he was the sole occupant of the hidden
eastle,  Tmmediately on hi turn an
other mound hegan te form, and as |

watched it from day to day I discovered
that his noonday visits outside fin
the sole purpose of getting vid of enid
earth, which would otherwise be in his
way, though why he
that hour for his*
cannot imaging

wer

should select just
out-door " exercise |
During the months of

June and July the males and fomales
mate, and at that scason the males on
cage in deadly conflicts with one another,
probably through jealousy and yiva

ship Golden Hours
A Butterfly Collector,
Mr. Metzger, a vesident of Albany, N

Y., has one of the largest and fine

lections of butterflies in the world, It
took Mr. Metzger twenty-live years Lo
gnther them From  Russia, France,
{ Great Britain and Spain; from Florida
wd Texas: from Maine and Canada
from the woods of the North and the
groves of the South, these marvels of
nature have heen brought and now
served inoa manner maintaining
living features, they present apicturs

beauty simply indeseribal
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frog shouted, from the shade «
leof in the pond, to the big red
was trying to sing “*The
summer,” on the bank of the
“What an awful croquet,” sighed
cow, contemplatively turning her (uid
while ghe looked around for some be
to chase across the meadow .,
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A correspondent who signs himself
* Inertia,” wants to know ** what is the
best cure for Iaziness?" Well, there are
several good cures, but suppose you try
carrying a new laid hornets’ nest around |
the block every morning, for a week
There wouldn’t be anything lazy about
you during the latter part of the prome-
nade, and unless the nest gives out before
you do it will prove a perfect cure

|
|
Evading the Castoms Duty, ]
An amusing ancedote on this subject
was lately told at a public dinner by M.
Ferdinand Duval, Prefect of the Seine.
He said that the octroi men of Paris,
who levy the municipal barrier dues,
are a most vigilant set of fellows, hut
that, having hoasted of the ir merits, he
(the prefect) had been eaught. A friend
of his, living at St. Cloud, had made a
small bet that he would introguce o pig
into Paris, in his brougham, without the
octroi men detecting it. M. Duval took
the bet, and strict orders were given at
all the gates of Paris to look out for the
brongham of the friend in question
Within less than a week. however, the
prefect received eighty centimes, amount
of duty leviable on ap nd a request
to o + and assure himself that the
quadruped had been successfully sinug
gled in. It turned out that the pig.
killed and sealded, had been dressed up in
women's clothes, and had been driven
into Paris seated triumphantly on the

arries any dust upon

that he searcely

box begide the conchman,
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| opens an oyster

A MARRIAGE BY PROXY.

fous Marringe by which a Wo-
» New York Married a n
Necking to A I the Mar-

ringe. |

The rather gsingular fact of a marringe
solemnized by proxy has been Iu't-uuhl
to the notice of Dr. John 'T. ngle, Reg- |
ljtl':ll'ul' Vital Statistics, of New

| city. The parties to this marria
.lul‘.n William Adrianus de Vlietter, a
resident of Rotterdam, Holland, and

Mrs, Louise Stahl, of New York, and
the proxy, through whose intermediary
services the marringe was solemnized, is
M. Margat Pauer, a resident of New
York. The certifieate of the marring
was foundon record. Tt was dated May

6, IN77, and was duly witnessed,  T'he
ertifticate shows that the hridegroom
was at the time of marriange o wid

er, sinty-one years of age, and o res

n erdmn, while the bride, who
wit vwidow, was forty-two, and
ided in New Yorl Mr. Goldzier, a
lnwyer, stated to Dr. Na that the tran-
serip! from the record was required in
certain procecdings which had been in

stituted to have the mareinge annulled,
and the first step in the proceedings re
ferred to was to have the record of the
marringe by proxy expunged from the

records of the Health Department, and
an application to that effect would, he
said, be at once made to the Yoard of
Health. To sustain the application
number of affidavits have been mad
from which it appem e Vietter
and Mrs, Stahil met in | L, 1l
i, several year O ane me |
trothed.  Before any marvinge was so
cmmized between them, Mrs, Stahl eame
to this country and scttled in New Yorl
' proxy, s a mutual friend of
<, und on deaving Holland to
York, In tter, wing any
marry the widow Stahl, mad
- | " 1
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he wa <« e a number o
barn-like bu gs—the oyster packing
houses,  Here the chief interest of Cris-
field centers—the *“ shucking ™ o open

ing of ovsters and  the su ont
“packing,” or closing them in k s to
be distributed over the rest of the

country. Considerable freight expense
is saved by this mode of exporting them
without their shells, and in cool weather
they will earry for days in these kettles
as fresh and good as they wouid in the

shells. The oystersare generally shucked
early in the morning, so as to be ready
for the first northward-bound freight |
| train,

At the first glance into a shucking-

house it looks terrible dirty, with trick-
ling oyster juice and pi of muddy
shells, but in the shining pans in front

[ of the shuckers are quarts of clean, fat,

succulent  oysters, looking tempting
enough. It is surprising tosee the quick-
ness and dexterity with which a shucker |
She uses a sharp little
knife, and does not break theedge of the
shells. She seizes an oyster, inserts the
thin knife between the shells, then with
n quick turn of the wrist the shell is
opened, the oyster cut loose and dropped |
into the pan, all with one movement
The season from September 1, 1877, to
June 1, 1878, was axtraording ily pox
on account of the warmth of the ‘winter,
but an idea can he obtained of the quan- |
tities shipped from this point when the |
record informs us that 25,000 barrels of |
shell oysters and 300,000 gallons of |
shucked oysters were shipped during |
that season. ‘
|
|
|

—

“ Never," says a writer on etiquette,
*“take bits out of your mouth with your
He is evidently writing for the
class of society.  People of tone |
and culture never take bits out of their |
mouth with their hands, The remove |
them with a fire shovel, - ,\'uru'«luwni
Herald.

How Games Travel,
Travelers, observing the likeness o
children’s games in Europe and Asgin

TIMELY TOPIC

recently

It was dd that no new

have sometimes explained it in this wise: | heathen temples were now building in

That the human mind being alike every-
where, the smue games are lnulurull_y
found in different lands, children taking
to hockey, tops, stilts, kites, and so on,

|
|
|

ench at its proper senson. But if so, |
why it that in outlying barbarous
countries one hardly finds a game with-

out finding also that there is a civilized

nation within reach from whom it may |

have been learned?  And, what is more,
how is it that European children knew
nothing till a few centuries ago of some

of their now most popular sports?

For instance, tl Lhiad no battledors
ind-shuttle-cock and never kite
till the LANICS Cin from Asia,
when they took root at on el )
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In applying for the vacant position to-
day state what shop you shave at.— -
troil Free Press,
—

Prime Minister and Cardinal,
The following curious paragraph was

Northwestern India, but a missionary
writes home that the people are ** wtill
mad on their idols; almost every house

has them : new temples are constantly |

being built in honor of thes idols, and
the religious bathing places and assem
bly-grounds are ecrowded .

In New York city there are denlers,
incredible as it may sound, who make a
living by buying broken meat, given as

alms by tender-hearted servants to im-
portunate hegeny The mendicants,
from out of their dav's receint elect
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A remarkable case of lyne  hias o

urred at Chevenne, Wyoming. A man
named Dug Reed, who had been gu
of a erime particularly ohnoxious to
itizens, was taken out of iai The

with unusual courts

ved Reed to sel t)
most agreeable to he
. d that he wouls
they went stil. further in their cour
regard for his fee | him
to be his own exe « the
rope in his hand, climbed atelegrapl

fastened one end around
formex noose in the

ough he passed s |
Then he made his last dying speech,
which was short, heing no more thar

Good-bye,
launched

wnd, off,

mto ctermity

boys,™ jumping

was
tonding to the Springficld (Mass,)
ticpublionn, “an effort is  being
to vrovide a permanent exhi-
hition building in Boston for the indus-
trial |‘\’rm!n<|~ of New England. Th«
ow

IR

Institute, chartered by tle
State, secks toerect a suitable building

| for the holding of stated fairs and exhi-

deemed of sufficient interest by the Lon- |

don correspondent of the New York
Herald to send it by cable to that Jour-
nal. It refers to the present Premier of

England and Cardinal Newman: On
most Saturday afternoons in the last
year of the first decade of the present

century two boys d respectively nine
and five, might have been seen playing
in the grounds of Bloomshury square,
London. The boys, both natives of the
square, offered the most complete con-
trast to each other in appearance. The
younger, whose head was profuse with

L] ack, glossy ringlets, was a child
ewish type of beauty and full ot
life and activity. The other was grave
in demeanor, wore his hair close cut,
and walked and talked and moved in a

| way which in young people is called

“old-fashioned.” He was of pure Eng-
lish race and puritani family. The
mes of the children denoted these dif-
rences a8 much as their appearances,
The one was Benjamin Disracli, the
other John Newman. Sixty-cight years
have passed since then and much has
happened in the meantime, but nothing
more wonderful than that the handsome
little Jew boy should become a Christ
and prime minister of Protestant E
land, and the puritan lad a Catholic and
a cardinal of the holy Roman Church.
——

Extremes—A lady clutching her dross |

to save it from the mod meeting a gen-
tleman grabbing his hat by the crown
in order to bow,

bitions and for the permanent exhibition
of such products as our manufacturers
shall find it for their interest to leave in
the building. The proposition is to
make each exhibitor pay a small rental
for the space occupied, and to distribute
the interest in the undertaking as widely
as possible throughout New England,
the shares being put at twenty-five dol-
lars, and no one man can take over four
shares. A fair will be held as soon as a
place and funds are secured ; and there-
after annually, beginning the first Wed-
nesday of S«y-uvmf\:-r."

Mrs. Jane Grey Swisshelm, in an open
etter to the Rush Medical College,

stoutly reaffirms her belief that in the !

early part of this century a German of
Chester county, Pa., acquired and kept
until his death in extreme old age a very
widespread reputation for curing hydro-
Flmhin; that he guarded his secret care-
ull( and alwavs earried his medicine
with him, and it was known to be a root
which he himself procured in the woods,
He stewed a portion of this root in a pint
of sweet milk, which he himself drew
from the cow: stewed it slowly and
stirred for a half hour; then gave it to

his patient fasting, i. ¢., before break- |

fast; permitted him to take neither food
nor drink, except water, for six hours
after taking the milk, and repeated the
dose on three successive mornings. Upon
the old man s death a son sold his recipe
for 81, and it was 'h:n’ two ounces of
clecampane root stewed in a pint of milk,
and given so that the digestive organs

| angland Manufacturers’ and Me- |
chanics'

would have nothing to do but appro
priate it,

Darmstadt, Germany, is the region o
romance, A young man, son of a pre
fessor in the” gymnasium, walked wit
his betrothed, a'young and pretty girl,

# pond some two miles off in the adjoin
Ing wood ; they there tied themse) ves to
gethier and jumped in, intending to end
their troubles in suicide; however, the
[ cold water brought the gentleman to hi
senses and he contrived to free himself
and seramble out, e wing the poor girl
in spite of her eries, to drown, which she

did. He was sentenced 1o three years
and nine months" imprisomment for the
offenoe N« f i lent of a

t ) I Darm } '
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Indian Trappers, Hodson Bay.
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v the death of the Indian. He may
change his place of abode hundreds of
miles, but st has « m
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to him

can. He

n a good frier
| pays when he
knows that, when he liquidates his oid
ebt, he can contrart & new one s
No attempt was ever made to ches
. and there never will be. When he
is ill he goes to the nearest fort, and is

wred for and attended until he recovers,
When he doos his duty well he gets a
present, and he never performs any s

without receiving
Such human

fair compensation.
treatment strongly -binds

the Indian and half-breed to the com-
pany " binson, in Harper's
agazine
Canary Bird and Chippy.
A lady who lives on Olive street

relates the following: A few days ago
there fell in front of her window from a

tree a “chippy.”™ or ground bird, such as
chatter about the parks and streets. Tt
seemed  wearied and  crippled.  She

vicked it up, carried it in the house, fed
it from her own mouth, and at night
slaced it in the cage with her canary.
he canary at once bestowed upon the
new-comer all of the attention of &
mother, and nestled beside the little
stranger during the night.  In the morns
ing the lady placed the chippy in the
window so that it might have the privie
lege of regaining its freedom. It plumed
its tiny wings and went away. The
canary mourned during the day as if he
had Jost his mate. In the evening the
chippy came back and perched upon the
window. The sash was raised and it
flew in and nestled upon tlwﬁf“: the
canary at once struck up his liveliost
notes and seemed gratified
: ed two or three days, the chlpﬁ
going each morning and returning
| the evening. (Pnk(‘ day it went n:lyll‘
did not come back. € CANATY

| and the next day fell dead from his
| pereh in the sunshine that played o
{the gilded cage in the window. That'
[ night the chippy returned, and duri
the evening it mourned over its d
companion. In the morning it clung to
| the cage until it was turned out. For

| few days the empty cage was hung in’
{the window, and on each succeedi
etening the chippy returned and chil
aa if it was grief-stricken. One da)
| brought a worm in its bill, dropp
in the . flew away and came bae

is
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