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ACRICULTURAL. |
NEWS, FACTS AND SUGGESTIONS,

THE TEST OF THE NATIONAL WELFARE I8 TUE INTELLI
GENCR AND PROSPERITY OF THE FARMER

Every farmer in his annual ¢

L LU

discovers something of valwe. Write it amd
gend il to the “Agricwltural Editor of the
DEMOCRAT, Bellefonte, Penn'u,' that other

farmers may have the benefit of 1t Let
communications be timely, and be sure that
they are bricf and well pointed

Our contemporary, the Valley

Spirit, grows irreverant: It speaks of
(General Commissioner Le Due as the
“head of the tea plant and potato bug
We
wont tell what it calls Le Duce—it's

department at  Washington,”

not pretty.

AN Jowa 1‘«'|lr\|nn|‘l-lvnl of the
Country Gentleman encourages us in
the East to continue a hotly waged

war on the potato bugs, by tl

1¢ A4S
surance that they will finally leave,
as they have already done in the
West. He that this

there are but few stragglers left there.

states spring

A~ agricultural colleg g
be established in Michigan.—#
That's right ! We have no doubt

to
hold the plow scientifically we shall

that when the girls are taught

have greatly increased crops at re-

duced expenditure.

Axoxa the com
offered by D. K.
Jargest yield of v
pound of seed,is A. .
county, Col,, who is reported as having
gained a crop of TUl pounds, or 13 1

bushels.—E
We know nothing of the method
of cultivation adopted by Mr. Crog

harge,

gins, but we venture to
the
enough apart to permit the use of
the cultivator,and that the cultivator

guess that

wheat was sown in rows wids

was freely used.

IMMENSE quantities of potatoes
the

Virginia.

are already being
Northern

\Inillln'!l to
markets  from
Norfolk sent nineteen thousand bar-
rels to New York alone on Saturday.
This is a fair indication
to come.
year stimulated the planting of this

of what is
The high prices of last

spring to a wonderful degree, and by
the time the general crop is harvest-

ed prices will be as far below a fair

and remunerative average as last

year they were above. |

A CORRESPONDENT of the Connecti
cut Farmer,in denouncing the des-
truction of birds
says that he does “not object to the
destruction of hawks or crows.” We
can say no good word for the hawks,

and their nests,

but must protest sgainst the killing
of crows. The only mischief they
can be justly charged with is the
pulling of corn in the spring, and
this may be easily and entirely pre-
vented by sowing a peck or so of |
the refuse kernels from the ends of
the ears used for seed, broadcast over ‘
the field. Mr. Crow will hunt hours |
for one of these before he will at-|
tempt to pull a stalk, and while he is
hunting he will “gobble” cut worms,
wire worms and other destructive
pests, many times more than enough
to compensate for the trouble you

have taken.

+ Now that harvest is here, and we
shall all be among the grain for a
week or two to come, let us make |
careful observations as to the effect of |
harrowing or cultivating wheat and
determine the worth of the practice |
to such an extent as to help us de- |
cide whether or not we will, wlu-n?
sowing the next crop, try smwin;.g|
with. only every other tube of the |

drill, and then thoroughly cultivating, |
both this fall and in the spring. For |
ourselves we have slready enough |
faith in the practice to warraht us |
in trying an acre or two in this way.
A correspondent of the Valley Spirit
tells of measuring square yards of
two different lots in the same field,
and which had been treated precisely
alike, excepting that one had been
drilled in as usual and not cultivated,
while in the other, every alternate
tube of the drill had been stopped
up, making the rows of wheat double
width, and this had been cpitivated.
Upon counting the heads in each
measured yard the uncultivated lot
numbered 350, while those in the
cultivated piece nuinbered 458. The
heads in the cultivated lot averaged
seventeen-forticths of an inch larger

I matter for themselves this fi

| 50 that

than those in the uncultivated lot,

1l “the stalks of cultivated wheat

are three inches taller, and the heads

| of more uniform size than the uncul-

tivated.” We number of
Centre county farmers will test this
I Capt.
John A. Hunter, of Half Moon,

respectfully requested to give us the

h“l“' n

is

benefit of his experience in the mat-
ter.
Do This

seem strange advice to give farmers,

NOT  overwork. may
but observation and experience show
it to be needed. Seed time and harvest
their demands
To

protest hiere is sure to tell in a fear-

are exacting,  and

must be met promptly. allow
ful accumulation of costs in the final

accounting. But there are better ways
to prevent this than by that unceasing
toil *which takes no acconut of hours
shuts of!

It

“eight-hour system' cannot be applicd

except as night opportu

nity for work."” is true that the

to farming, nor can any other which

rigidly demands a cessation of work

at a given moment, whether the task

in hand is completed or not, but re

son and common dictate that

sense

n limits to safi

“there are always pl
endurance, and they must be observed,

'1’2“_

tious and economical farmeris strong

or disaster will come.” ambi

ly tempted, in these long summer

days, with work pressing at all points,

to do more work than he «

to do.  He not only fills the proj
working hours full of the hardest
and heaviest of labor, but robs the
sleeping hours of their just duc
and inagurates physical decay whic
must result in shortened life, and

causes mental depres

tude which ren

that mental activity demand

proper management of the comj

cated aflairs of a farm Take tim
for sleep, and time for rest—full

I

complete, satisfactory rest—and the
work will be done better, more cas
ly, and more promptly, than whe
v ) v

body and mind are worn out and

dragged down by excessive manual

labor.

f Beans.

A correspondent of the Pract
Farmer goes into this subject some.
what in detail. We have not room
for his entire article, but give his
best points in the following extracts

I like the wheat drill to sow with, as
it puts them in regularly and ranid
but I use every third drill =0 as to have
them w th to cultivate, Culti
vation shoul n as soon as they are
fairly up, ngs will be suf
ficient usually, as the ans will soon
cover ground so that the weeds eannot
Rrow I the first week in . June the
be time to plant, although a little
earlier or later v answer, [ planted
the 25th of June last year where | had

it wheat two days before, and it
the best crop | had. Where it ia tl
intention to sow wheat after clover, a
crog f clover may be cut for hay, and
the stubble plowed and put in beaos,
| which will ripen before it is time to sow
wheat, and the land will be in better
condition for the wheat crop than it
would be if allowed to lie fallow, My

neighbor and myself have sowed more
or on bean land each
for four years, with gratifying success

* * We thresh altogether by tram;
ing with horses; all that is nece
is to keep the barn floor well cov
the horses will not split
eans, and when they are perfectly dry
they can bLe threshed easily and raj
idly.

less wheat year

1}

The Best Drink for Laborers.

When you have any heavy work
to do, do not take either beer, cider
or spirits. By far the best drink is
thin oatmeal and water, with a little
sugar. The proportions are a quar-
ter of a pound of oatmeal to two
quarts of water, m‘m:rrhng to the
heat of the day and your work and
thirst; it should be well boiled, and
then one ounce and a half of brown
sugar added. If you find it thicker
than you like add three quarts of
water. Before you drink it shake up
the oatmeal well through the liquid.
In summer drink this cold ; in win-
ter hot. You will find it not only
quenches thirst, but will give yon
more strength and endurance than
any other drink. If you cannot boil
it you can take a little oatmeal mix
ed with cold water and sugar, but
this is not so good. Always boil it
if you can. If at any time you have
to make a long day, as in harvest,
and cannot stop for meals, increase
the oatmeal to a half a pound, or
even to three-quarters, and the water

to three quarts if you are likely to|

be very thirsty. If you cannot get
oatmeal, wheat flour will do, but not

quite so well. For quenching thirst,| “Bur you know, pa,” said the  than to let him take the milk direct

few things are better than weak cof-
fee and a little sugar. One ounce of
coffee and balf an ounce of sugar
boiled in two quarts of water and
cooled, is a véry thirst-quenching
drink. Cold tea has the same effect ;
but neither is so supporting as oat-
meal. Thin cocoa is also very re-
freshing and supporting likewise, but
is more expensive than oatmeal.

|

The Future of Orcharding,

From the Country Gentlomun

The future of orcharding, judging
from the past, will be this: Most of
them for lnck of eare and attention
will bring their owners little or noth
ing, and these meagre returns will
increase the A few wise
and enterprising  planters will pur
sue the opposite course, and as com

negleet,

mon fruit becomes ¢l apy they  will
give increased enre—manure and cul
tivate their trees, destroy insects,
thin and scleet, furnish only the fin
est specimens for market, and
areputation by years of perseverance.
They will never sutler for want of a
ready and good market,  The few
who thus sccure the finest frait, put
up in the most perfect
wiays purchasers, no matter
liow abundant common or poor fruit

ceure

order, will al
oblain

way be. This has actually been the
case in many instances which might
be eited,

The carcless owner will let Lis or

( run to decay, and he will ob
tain only knotty, worm-caten, and
scabby apples, wi | h;fn;f him
but small return Kety or not
cnough to pay tor | ';~<Yn_,'.| wekin
and conveyane

\mong the rtant means f
ot i ( rae ( " |
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the he crop, and t
every advantage is in favor of t

ough culivation,

Over all that broad st
favored land where the is
vbundant, the lack of water for
tat is only occasionally ¢
ene and consequently, hke
"blessings which we freely en w, 1t
real value is not |:u|u.n.' estimated,
Almost every season, and in every
part of the country, ther I :

of drot

convenient s

Limes

of great advan 4 te

particular crop or crops in the gar
den. If it is possible to have th
garden supplied with water, it should
never be negleeted, If no better
source is available, a good well, with

a pump and capacious tanks for t
the
ill be fi

pering the water by heat of

sun and air, w und of grea

service. A well woul Ix
most convenient if si the
center of the garden, | be

necessary  or

even

Lsometimes to locate

part of the grounds,

it in some other

Wherever it is

located there should be hose, or
pipes, or some other means by which
tcan be delivered to any part of
the ground.

Care of the Land.
From Harper's W

The care of our land has

one of the chiefest questions of the
time. If we are to pour out upon Eu-
rope nearly two hundred bushels of
wheat annually, besides a host of
rare inventions—locks, guns, manu-
factures, provisions, cotton—the pres.
ervation of the powers of the soil
must be the foundation of our ste-

Ce8s,

become

But here our inventive genius
has apparently abandoned us. We

have forgotten to apply our intelli-
The waste of |

gence to agriculture,
land in all sections of the country
has been without a parallel. The
Eastern States are abandoned by
their young men for the te mplin:,:
fertility of the West; yet it is possi-
ble that industry and economy might
make the lands of Massachusetts and
| Connecticut as profitable at least as
the sands of Belgium and the heaths
of Sussex. They have the advantage
of a great manufacturing market, and
the protection of an easy access,
Virginia and Georgia may yet be re-
claimed. Wealth must return te the
Genesee valley, and the deeay of na.
ture must be checked in its westward
| stride.

| farmer’s danghter, when he spoke to
| her about the addresses of his neigh-
| bor's son, “you know, pa, that ma
| wants me to marry a man of culture,
|“S8o do I, my dear, so dol; and

there's no better culture in the coun-
| try than agriculture.”

| It takes a very lively farmer to
keep up with the scason.

Preparing Land for Wheat.

inols Correspondont of Country Gentloman l
The successes which have attended
the culture of winter wheat in the
black soil counties of Illinois since
IRTH, and my frequent notices of it
in these columns, admonish me that
I should call the attention of farmers |
to the necessity of a summer fallow |
ol greater or less length, and that in |
a long, dry and hot summer, the best,
if not the only insurance for next
year's crop, is a deeper summer ful
low. For this latitude, and north
June is the best month in
which o plow for wheat, and if not
the best month south of 35° or 37 s
It is conditions  exist there
which northern wheat-growers know

ward,

becats

nothing about. Land is plowed in

June to lmx) the heavy vegetable
growth and to give it time Lo rot, to
allow of the soil to settle wogether,
and above all, to givean opportunity

for the buried vegetable matter, after
decomposition, to work up to the sur-
face, there to combine with the sur-
face mineral constituents of the soil
and the itmosphere, and in that ny
prepare food for the starting  wheat
plant.  This plowing shiould Ix deep,
overned by the character of the soil,
st before sceding
| niwoor threo
o m for
1 expianation
1t thie " il “ L

rface, and in o1
1 ¢ Lthe nght
t be plowed long

cading to allow 1
) the surface and

herie el

I rprised
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» I a n overtake the hay
fore it sp INLO COCKS 1L i1s o0 use
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1y from the ind i
1 . 1
min "h" V LHUus adlow
( ition of air under it

follows immediately after

greal harm results, as Lhe

. be al by the

s full of juice In thi

condition itean lie on the read and

1 Had it been dried or partly

dried when the rain I upon it the

case would have I litferent. With

fair weather and the tedder, a few

wurs wil tice to draw off the

tside water and relieve the hay of
much of its inside moisture,
How to Care for Cows.

The cows must be treated with

Kindness, They must not be driven

or nor fast to or from pasture. When

led they o
and f
wl.

easy-going, luxurious living animal,

t to be clean, com

fortable with good, sound

and rich fo The cow is a quiet

manufacturimg her best produocts un
der the most favorable circumstances,
and only from the best materials,

The milking must
formed, and absolute
necessary with the cow as her food
and her care.  With these properly
attended to the milk and butter will
be pure and swect,

be regularly per
cleanliness is as

Cvevmner Buas.—A writer in the
Rural New Yorker says that he has
successfully repelled the insect com-

W
monly known as the striped bug by |
) Y |

applying ashes soaked in kerosene.
A handful is applied at the centre of
each hill. Its strong odor compels
them to beat a retreat.

Gleanings.

world’s question. |

If not already done, destroy the

nests of the Canker worm in your
apple orchard now. Don't delay the
_jnl».

Does it pay ? is an important ques-
tion, both commercially and agricul-
| turally, and if not, abandon what
| don’t pay.
| Pinch off blackberry and rasp-
| berry shoots, the laterals when two
| feet long, the leaders when three

or four feet high.

! Butter is very cheap and milk of

rourse not very valuable, but it is
'(‘Iu-np‘-r to bring a calf up by hand

from the cow,

Professor Cook, of the Michigan
| Agricultural College, from examina-
tions of the crops of birds, extend-
ing through a long time and with
many species, gives it as his opinion
that nearly all our birds, not except-
ing robin, jay and grackle, are the
farmer's eflicient aids and worthy his
fostering care,

The question of agriculture is the |
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TRADE-MARIKS.

We procure Lavvens Parvewy ox Invemvions  No
ATTORNEY FEES IN ARV ANCE o application for Paresrs
in the United Staten. Special sttention given to
Interforcnce Cases before the Patent Office, and all
itigat i o Inventions or Patente. Wo
also pr Patents in Osnada and other forelgn

Parrior Pur

nte

Caveats Filed, Copyrights obtained, and all other
basiness transacted before the Patent Office and the
Oomrte which demands the services of experienced
Patent Attorneys. We have had ten yoars experience
s Patent Attorness
THE SCIENTIFIC RECORD,
All Patents cdtained through
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1o procure Patents,” about the Patest Laws, Patents,
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No. 604 F Street, Wasnizurox, D. C,,
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We have a Barcan in charge of experienced lawyers
and clorka, for prosecution of all Saldier’s Claima, Pay,
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