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“THE BLACK DEATH.”

Ravagesofthe Plague in the Four-
Deaths w
$

75,000,000

The plague in Russia this year has
mhg:lu:l from Turkey; but the

authorities secem most active
eproad.  'Bull, so dvesdtal '""‘“I."'m""‘&..g' _

80 o

#0 inconocefvable are its horrors to those
v:‘ohvom‘hw them, lhst ::Iil
n A y and other
STl Wty toould s giamned:
While it is unlikely to make much ad-
vance the West, too great pre-
eauntion cannot be exercised; and, what-
ever may happen, we have the comfort
of kno .&dinlhehm:hnuoltho
nineteenth century the best part of En-
rope and America is free from peril of
panic and superstition, and can meet
any danger death in any form with
uﬁnneu and reason, science and phi-
losophy.

In later times the plague first ap-
peared during the fourteenth century,
when it actually desolated the world,
One of thé names it then bore was the
Black Death, from the black spots de-
noting putrid decomposition which, at
one of its stages, marked the sufferer,
The accounts furnished are incom-
plete and inexact, as they necessarily
would be at suck an epoch of semi-civ-
ilization; but they are sufficient to show
a state of horrors and agony hard to ex-
oceed. The course and symptoms of the
dreadful malady varied at different times
and in different countries, and greatly
ehanged toward the close (1348-51) of its
™ in Europe. Among the ocon-
oo:i%::h of the pestilence were noticed
H of the & , which b

lack, as if suffused with blood; putrid
inflammation of the lungs; fetid, pestif-

Appalling
teonth

erous breath, and ration of blood.
When it spread to Europe, lever, evacu-
ation of :5ood. and pulmonary carbun-

eles proved mortal before other symp-
t s had been declared. In well-nigh
all instances death ensmed in two or
three days after attack, Spots and tn
mors were the sealsof doom which medi-
eal skill had no power to avert and many
sufferers antioi by suicide,

The rise progress of the plague
in the fourteenth century have not been
elearly or consistently related; but there
seems to be no doubt that it originated
in China, There is also concurrent tes-
$imony that the co-operating causes ex-
isted and acted at least fifteen years be-
fore any outbreak in Europe, and are to
be songht as far back ns 1333, in a series
of mightylconvulsions of nature, which
eontinued for twenty-six years to affect
and derange the normal conditions of
animal and vegetable life, The precise
date of the beginning of the p! e in
Ohina is unknown ; but from 1383 to
1349 that country suffered fearfully from

hts, famine, floods, swarms of
locusts and earthquakes that overthrew
cities and leveled mountains, and these
catastrophes were followed by the
scourge. At the same time the order of
things seemed to be reversed in Europe,
Thunder-storms oocurred in midwinter,
oo formed in summer, tornadoes swept

s that had never felt them belore

lcanoes, long thought extinct, bl

with fury, and waterspouts rose in placid

seas.
The mortality was hideous in the East
and West, and it is believed that the
at activity of the globe, accompanied
E;deoompo-ition of vast organic masses,
myriads of locusts, bodies of brutes and
men, produoced some c!ungo in the at-
mosphere hostile to life. It is said that,

isoned air was trace-

on laden with pesti-
lence and death. A writer of the time
remarks : ‘A dense, awinl fog was
seen in the heavens msing in the east,
and descending upon Italy,”

The mortality, h no proper esti-
mate can be made in enboencezl)fsh-
tistios, was prodigions—supremely ter-

i In Ohina alone 13,000,000
are asserted to have died, and
Eo‘hc parts of the East nearly 24,-
000,000 more. In Earope details were
London 100,000 souls
fifteen continental cities
Germany lost, it is cal
Italy one-half of

E

her whole population, It is within
bounds to say that in all Europe not
lees than 25,000,000 le were slain

; the soenes of suf-
fm:‘:‘imm scarcely credible, Death was
; itseemed to have usurped
the place of life. All animal life was
:;dehﬂ:l;tn.bo'd:of fbess of
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blic wells, this being in
ular relief the cause of the pesti-

ence, The people rose in mad fury to
exterminate the unfortuuate Hebrew
race, and slanghtered them by tens of
thousands, In the inconsiderable ci
of Mentz (Germany) alone, near 15
fell victims to the publio wrath, Th
were killed with steel and club, hang
drowned, burned, and often barbarously

ut to death by every kind of torture,
fn numberless zuhnoes they took their
own lives in masses to avoid eruelties of
the mob, and in many communities every
man, woman and child was sacrificed to
insensate rage. To exaggerate the
scourge, the panio about poison caused
the wells to be closed. o people were
afraid to touch water, 'u,lld ‘ﬂu;mu;bc:
€804 the ue perished of s
and '::dnor. ety, rude at best in that
day, was totally disorganized, and such
means as might have been adopted to
prevent orﬁupw the stupendous evil
were either neglected or unthought of,
in the derangement and frenxzy that pos-
sessed everybody, from the highest to
the lowest. The influence of the plague
and its desolation were 8o overwhelming
that it frequently destroyed all honesty
and principle among the survivors,
Many were rendered callous, and many
took advantage of the universal horror
to indulge their worst passions, to
plunder, murder, and perpetrate the
most revolting crimes.

The Zulus,

The Zulu inhabitants of the upland
between Natal and Delagoa bay, in
Bouth Africa, number some 800,000
souls, with an army of 60,000 men, of
whom about two-thirds are really ef-
fective, the remainder including the
boys and old men, They form abranch
of the Oaffre race which peoples the In-
dian ocean coast of Africa and is so
strongly contrasted in mental, social and
physical attributes with the dwellers on
the opposite shores of the ocontinent,
They are a handsome, manly race,
brown of complexion, tall, gracefal,
strong and active; in their natural ocon-
dition honest and houpiu\ble; cheerful
and sociable in disposition, and with no
mean power for of ization, They
came from the north about the begin-
ning of the century, and under their
four successive kings, Chaks, Dingan,
Panda and Cetywayo, who assumed the
chiefship about twenty years ago, have

palling | ed, giving the engineers plenty to do,
making an i

formed a Enwedul army, whose efficien-
oy they have often tested upon their
native neighbors, The king’s power is
absolute; the males of the nation form
the army, and as none of them can mar-
ry without a royal permission, which is
extended to a regiment at a time, and
only to one whose members have dis-
tinguished themselves, the Zulu army
may be said to be in a chronic state of
:q’i;ing for a fight,

e Zulu soldiers wear no other
clothing than what may be called two
demi-kilts of civet and green monkey-
skin, one in front, one behind, tied at
the waist and felling to the knee. The
married men carry white shields, the
bachelors black. Here is an extract
from the Zulu army list:

Udlambedhin (ill-tempered) regi-
ment, Raised by Dingan, Commnmﬂr
—Ukodide. Btation—Udlambedhlwein,
six miles east of the Nsixessi,

Number of men, 1,600; average age,
fifty-nine,

istinctive marks—Band of otter-
skin round forehead; blue erane feather
on each side of the head; earflaps of
green monkey-skin; bunches of white
cow-tails hanging from neck; shields,
w:i’le, with black and red spots, Mar-
ri

The Zulus are armed with all sorts of
vozronn, from flint-locks up to breech-
loaders, Tactics of a rudimentary
fashion they have, and apparently a
good deal of strategy, since they drew
the English out from their camp by a
feigned retreat and then fell upon them
in overwbelming numbers, Their mode
of attack is in a crescent, a central body

with two wings a little front of and 1

separated from it, either flanking the
enemy or protecting the flanks of the
main body. The country is well water-

and g advance necessaril
slow, while the native defenders are
described as very enterprising fighters,
notoriously quick in their movements;
dividing before an enemy of strength
and soattering so as to compel him to
break up his foroe and search the coun-

try, and then rall to swoop on an
mz'looud post or ed decnl’
~New York World.
“Home Made Bread.,
A col dent & practioal hint
on the subject of -making, which
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| to-day is of the same

Y | the sort, it would break out lon,

DEATH ON THE WING.

—_——

The Da This | from the

TIMELY TOPICS.
Paris has been a big lottery,
which thousands of M‘mn’o‘
and prises of every kind, from
to a greenhouse,
grand prize was o
vice worth ¥ money
grll«ulaotom ted the cupidity of the
arisians, and drew money out of
pockets — hard-earned
should have been given to
necessaries of life,

W)
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Plague.
A New York paper says: “The terri-
ble ravages of the
Enr notwithstan
haves made to dmmlalbﬂm
and the knowledge that it has
the ocean and already decimated
rtions of Brazil, coupled with the fact
t it might be t hither at any
moment by the line of steamers running
between this port and the infected por-
tions of Bouth America, has ited the
attention of our medical men, and has
been looked into as far as possible by
the sanitary authorities. In the course
of their investigations they have been
led to inquire if this disease can-
not be kept from the metropolis, as
should it once gain a foothold here, it
would, judging from its progress abroad,
“off off nearly the entire 'Yopulstion,
a8 there is no known antidote for it.
The medical savans have never yet been
able to combat it. The germ of the dis-
ease was recently carried into Russia,
which has been free from it many years,
in a velvet sack, so it has been ascer-
tained, ’Kx." of the plunder of a soldier
in the Turkish army. He presented the
article to his aflanced, and from this
slight cause it spread with unabated
fury, sweeping off whole families and
nearly depopulating several villages in
the interior. From as slight a cause it
may be brought here and our authorities
be in profound ignorance of the fact un-
til its work of destruction shall have
been insmgurated, When this e,
or ““Black Death,” as it was called cen-
turies ago, attacks cities, towns or vil-
Iages, ten out of every twelve become
its victims, Neither in the present or
in times past does it scem to have been
disturbed in its frightful ravages by
climatic influence, for it flourishes as
mightily in snow-bound Russia as in the
perennial bloom of Brazil,

Dr, Janeway, & prominent member of
the health board, in conversation with a
reporter, said that it was not at present
deflnitely known what the disease really
was, as there were no medical men of
acknowledged ability either here or in
Europe who had ever encountered it,
and all they knew of its symptoms or
tavages hundreds of years ago was com-

rised in what had n handed down
oy men of research. The question, he
said, had been raised as to whether the

present disease raging abroad was
typhus fever or the black plague known
in medical works as ‘* pestrid fever” of
centuries ago. He was inclined to the
Iatter belief from the fact of its origin-
ating near the same place whence it
-h.raxl its work of human destruction
in the fourteenth century, Very emi-
nent medical men from France and
England had now gone forth to investi-

te this terrible disease, and we conld
orm no correct idea of it until they had
made their reports,

‘““A recent dispateh from a Rio de
Janeiro doctor says that the plague is
raging in the province of Ceara, and as
there is a line of steamers ranning be-
tween New York and Braszil, might it
not be brought here by some of the
poor fellows now returning home who
went out there to work at railroad build-
ing 7'

““It hardly seems probable that the
disease will here from so great a dis-
tance ; but should it make an appear-
ance in this city, ev
precaution will be

oughly disinfeeted,

possible sanitary | and
en o prevent it- | appeared, mentioned the subject, and | with five thousand two hundred and
spreading. It would be dealt with as | highly commended his early
rigidly as the smallpox—the patients re- | him, The steward, who did not recog- | five thonsand two hundred and seventy.
moved and the house or houses thor- | nize the name, asked one or two ques- | Hamlet's declaration that there should
As 1 said before, | tions, and then said:

_ Recently the sy A8 presen

in & New York court of the trial of a
boy only ten years old, for causing the
death of his stepmother. He had quar-
reled with a younger brother when the
stepmother interfered. Enraged, the
lad {ictod u&: carving-knife and threw
it her, e knife penetrated her
right breast, causing death. The boy’s
possession of a hasty temper, the jury's
recommendation to mercy, and other
mitigating circumstances, induced the
judge to inflict the light punishment of
thir%; days’ imprisonment,

The latest statistics show that the
debts of the Btates of the Union amount
in the aggregate to §345,197,000, Massa-
chusetts takes the lead, and is followed
in a descending scale by Alabama, Vir-
ginia, North Qarolina, New York, Ten-
nessee, Pennsylvania and Lovisiana,
each of which owes more than $20,000,-
000, West Virginia, Missouri, Georgia
and Arkansss owe materially less, al
though the amount is over $10,000,000
each, while all the other States fall be-
low the latter fi Many municipal
debts exceed the Btate debts,

Mr. E. J. Lowe, the astronomer, has
written a letter to the London 7¥mes
touching the English sparrow, concern-
ing whose utility there is pretty fre-
quent discussion in this country, He
says : ‘‘Thirty-five years ago, a coun-
tryman left here for Australis, taking
with him all our popular hardy fruits
and vegetables; but the produce was
yearly mtroyed', antil the English spar-
row was introduced, after which there
vn‘:‘fllenty of fruit. Waterton calcu-
Iated that a single pair of sparrows de-
utrr){e(l a8 many grubs in one day as
would have eaten up half an scre of |
young ocorn in & week."”

rituals in use
and they dif-

There are two marri
at the New York city hal
ter essentially. In one the bride is re-
quired to ‘‘obey” her husband ; in the
other she is not. Asevery one is bound
by the terms of a contract, the omission |
or insertion of such a strong word as
obey, especially in & marital agreement,
must be deemed of importance. The
aldermanio ritual on the subject com-
pels the lady to promise that she will |
obey her liege lord, but the one adopted
h{) ayor Cooper does not, A woman
who has been married by the mayor need
not *“ obey " her husband ; but if a city
father has tied the nuptial knot, she
must follow his dictates,

A German paper says that a few
months ago s very eminent German
marshal, who keeps exceedingly ear]
hours, found s young woman busy wi

dismonds
mémmﬁ' -

ted phnm:o
ol
maker's leisuro

| himself to the task con amore.

her reaping hooks in one of his flelds |
long before the other laborers were |
astir, Inquiring the name of this fe-
male, he presented ber with a dollar, |
when, later in the day, his steward |

riser to

arie |

* That's

the plague of centuries ago is unknown, | Baner, the clevercst field thief in this

except in history, to the medical men of | part of the country.

Your excellency |

to-day ; yet, with the advancement that | may rest assured that she contrived to
has been made in science, flerce baitle | bundle off a bandsome amount of your |

would be given to it. It is a mooted | fine clover along with the dollar, “Bhe |

question whether the so-called plagne of
r an the

plague that made such fearful rav- |
ages in the fourteenth century, and | the tour of the South making investigs- |

even sinoe that date, We have received
from the w -general’s office at
Washington a report setting forth that
the plague is raging in South Ameries,
but the bare factionly is mentioned ; no
information as to the character or natare
of the disease having thns far been
given, Our medieal aathoritiea show
that the plagne has not existed in North
Africa since 1858-9, and that it has not
been in Europe since 1841, in Asaiatio
Turkey since 1843, nor in Egypt since
844."

** Do you think theye is any chance of
the expected retarning railroad laborers
brinfin& the disease from Brazil ?”

“1f they should have any disease of
before
the vessel reached here, and afford the
suthorities ample time to take the matter
io band. We kunow that the smallpox
has been raging to » frightful extent in
that country, t if
would show itself soon after th
coived I gl 10 e Fhase

n to the is em-
bnoadinmhnnenﬁo:mdunm
to me that if there were any fears re-

it, we should receive some

mhl tion on the

Waterproof Birds,

A writer in London Land and Water
says: ‘‘Perhaps the reader has never
considered how all birds obtain

loss on their feathers which makes
i‘»lmn -p&mm‘hwudwl
are, of course, su a
of fmu';pm land but

3

| tions in regard to tea culture. He | out of the listof over five thousand, and

|
l

makes hay when the sun doesn't shine, |

Sl |

A Baltimore tes merchant is making |

thinks that Americans should not at- |
tempt to imitate the OChina green tes, f
with its coloring and hnq twisting, but |
confine themselves to curing the leaf so
as to obtain the best possible cup of
tea without regard to appearance. Be-
sides the work of twisting, that of sort-
ing the tea according to shape and size
can, he thinks, be pensed with to
advantage, simplifying grestly the pro.
ocess of preparation, and as i
mininhinma cost. The cultivation of

y di- | thousand five ‘:nndtedlnddgb'y-m. count
and last of all comes Ireland with four | g
os | th d hundred and thirteen.

us :
Probably the finest double-runner
ever seen in thiscountry, or any country,
was made by Dr, Fowler, of Boston
Highlands, and is now the p rty of
Mr, Francis Alger, of Sontm
The constraction of this really beautifal | I
e (for it seems hardly
1l it a sled) hae ocoupied its
time for three and a
half tgean. It was placed on exhibition
at the recent mechanio’s fair in Boston,
where it atiracted much attention.

It is over thirteen feet in length, will
seat ten and wi three hun-
dred fifty pounds, Yet it moves so
oasily that two or three boys can readily
draw it up hill,

The materials of which it is made are
white oak, white walnut, steel, gun-
metal and bronze. Though highly orna-
mented, it is built in the very strongest
manner, and will no doubt stand years
of hard service, Two seemingly small,
yet wonderfully strong, steel-shod and
steel-braced sleds support the elegant
‘‘seat-board,” which, with its foot-rail
on each side and polished hand-rods, is
strongly trussed ulp, and cushioned in
green velvet over elastio rubber tubing.

At the forward end of the seat-board
are the steering-wheel, the lanterns and Tbm'm found that inebristion be-
the foot-break. The steering-wheel, | gan in about half an hour after the im-
which resembles the plated brake of & | bibation of the fluid, and lasted from
drawing-room car, turns the forward | three to four hours— roducing sn
sled upon a rocker, provided with what | able exhilarstion of the spirits, n;g:
is termed & ‘‘ universal joint,” while by ing none of those i effects
means of a foot-brake and chain, two | which result from the use of intoxicating
strong steel poil;Jh, working inside the i
runners of the hind sled, are plunged The chief peculiarity of the hasheesh
into the road-bed, thus lnutfng the | vision is its immenz e ion of
speed at will,

At the rear end of the cushioned seat
there is a low ‘‘knee-board” for =
footman, whose business it may be to
start off the vehicle when the silvery
stroke of a gong shall give the signal to

;hbic > '“e:hilotho
rabic poets

of Haider,” The
s la

. Homberger, who was
for thirty-five years st
'I:hom, -hyl'thlt the great
ejfpeople for a drink

eesh induced the kﬂ:’:;d
gratuitous distribution of it,
were established called scid gan
;::n the people came in crowds for the

o ;

time and space, Moments a to be
thousands of years, Narrowly circum-
scribed views seem to run out into vistas
embracing not only this earth but the
ountire nnme;n the universe. Mr,
oreau found everything sppearing to
go. _ his eyes *‘as it does on looh’;lg through
Taken altogether, this double-runner | the wrong end of & telescope.” Baysrd
is & remarkable piece of work, not only Taylor said, ‘““the fullness of my rap-
for costliness and strength, but for sym- | tare expanded the sense of time ; and
metry and elegance, It has evidently | though the whole vision was probably
been made by s man who has devoted | not more than five minutes in passing,
It does | years seemed to have elapsed.” A
the eye good to look at it, and it has | ;‘nuchmn, an habitual swallower of
been very happily christened ‘‘The | the narcotic, states that one evening in
Highland Beauty,” The cost is said to | traversing the passage of a house under
have been abont a thousand dollars, |its influence, ‘‘the time oocupied in
A - | taking a few steps seemed to be hours,
Comparative Matrimony. !,‘“" the passage interminable.” The
Btatistios on this subject upset m intensitying of sounds &s sncther pose-
" On P! 405 | Jisr phenomenon of the hasheesh con-
preconceived ideas on tim subject of na- | dition. An amateur relates that ‘““the
tions being sddicted to, or shrinking | gobine of my watsh sounded louder
from, the bouds of wedlock. It is gen- | 4ot BF T, WA OO ek * while
erally supposed, for instance, that there | ., ), or records that the besting of his
are fewer marringes in France and more | ..t resounded in his ears like the
in Germany than in sny other countries, | 1 o o0 T b mer
but this does not prove to be the case. | oy o n i L e French savant,
Franoe is one of the *‘most married” of | 3¢ Bcrt.bp:nlt. are curious, Having
foreign lands; high up in the list; and | (o 0 0™ large dose, and while
beyond England and &'nleu. In Amer- |\ aer ite effect, » band began pl.ly:’“ng
ica there are said to be over eight thou- | \ . g4y his windows, He became able
sand marriages in m-;]r_v ten tbouuu:)d of | 4 distinguish the taken by esch
the populstion; in Hungary, six thoun- | ; emen #
sand four hundred and neve';’ty-ﬂve; end | insiramant,  The & e S e
comes next with five thousand
five hundred and sixty-six. England
follows in corjunction with Wales, and

fn every ten thousand of the population | Afler '3 whils his ':.1“‘

there are five thousand three hundred |
and ninety-eight, Austria is well up | Ch‘n&d and each note became & flower,

-nndd'l el!aver;fomed 'ruths‘;nd -

: sy | lands, in which the harmon

seventy one, and just passes Italy with | represented the | y ’ol 3

| The flowers yielded to precious stones,

| which rose in fountains, fell in casoades,
andstreamed away in all directions,

| 'I'Im'ihnd now played a waltz, and I..
undred and ninety-one; and then comes | ?}?ub.l:h hﬂﬁﬁmﬁw";

Gormany, whose reputation for domes- | 2 illuminated
ticity will be injured by the caleulation | (o) 5o =™ peared

that it can only show five thousand one P d

handred and seven, Norway is still less

connubial, and follows with five thou-
sand and sixty -five, After this we pass This

be no more marriages in Denmark is not
obeyed, as on the contrary, in the above
Eropon:on, there are five thousand one

e dissolved, and a still more
slorimn one replaced it. A series of
omes then arose, each more gorgeous
than its predecessor, while at the same
time an innumerable asemblage execut-
ed a frantic wallz—rolling itself like a
scrpent from ball to hall,

reach Sweden, where the numbers are
four thousand pine hundred and fifty-
two. The Ne herlands come very near,
with four thoussnd mine handred and
forty-eight, *and still lower in the
list is Scotland, with its four thousand
six hnndrodludu-venty-eiuhl. Belgium
is better or worse, as it may be consid-
ered, with four thousand six hundred
and thirty-four, Bwitzerland with foar

American Beef in Great Britala,

The London Pall Mall Gasette H
The import of American meat into

the tea-plant in Georgia, he decl
from his experience of several years in
China and Japan, is perfectly practi-
cable, and he offers §1 a pound for all
leaves shi to his firm, the firm en-

ing to do the curing and preparstion

the producers are fairly on their feet,

Leading Governments of the Werld,

Of the leading governments of the
world fourteen are constitutional mon-
archies and thirteen are republios, while
nine are des| They may be enum-

erated as follows :

d

1.
2
8,
4 espotic,

5. and Belgiom, constitu-

Russia,
Holland

th
America thus is the most married of the
list,

The Human Will,

g
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into one's own hand.
will not,” to any destiny
pe itself for yon, the seeming destiny
is apt to und-x‘ln decided clnng~
There is & great in will. Itis the
men who “1 will not be e
become ﬂ; the men
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“ Whatever, is in me shall come out,’ into for the transport of
who become known to the world; tain, Bo large were those con-
men who resolve, ‘I will be upright,” | tracts that he was afraid many of them
who are never overcome mm m“b:ﬂﬁ.-ﬂﬂm
tions of vice, Historians have fulfilled, cattle be s cheap with
of soldiers that * did not know when | us asin America.” With regard o the
they were beaten;” but these were the | inorease of the American trade it was
men who, in the end, knew were | stated that the entire of meat
victorious; and in the battle of not into Gireat in 1876 was
bho'vhmhboﬂ-h.p-t 16,165,632 h-n‘a.nhoo
thing. people are usually | which was In it had
#0 because make no effort to be rh-bn.ﬂl.'.rmb,vhlnﬂ
otherwise. A man ocompel himself "hrﬁlm ; while from Barope
:::Iw. It &9‘.‘. :'b“ i of the ot
‘woman
who declares berself homely, and makes | of all classes into
no efforts to dress becomingly, who is
ever actually so to others,
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