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HISTORIC PARIS,

BY OVID F. JOINSON.

THE PANTHEON.

One visiting the Pantheon, a stranger
to its history, has reached the limit of |
its sttraction for him, after having |
glanced st its strange vaults, and then |
climbed up among its frescoes on to its

view of Paris like » great map
out below him. But for one who has |
seen the Pantheon as drawn by the pen |
of the Historian, and to whom its every |

incident is familiar, there is a further | Directly in front of the tomb of Vol. |

magoetism about it; not so great of |

ooumue . ‘ﬂ-:m':ﬂ:c'l Id pile of
el old pile o
St. Denis or magnificent Notre Dame, |
rich and ic with their eircum-‘i
stance and story. The elements of |
almost & century have beaten and
worked upon it; the storms and tem- |
pests of war and revolution have mnt |
their wrath aboat it. It has defied them
all, and stands a little more grey and a
lictle more seamed by the hand of time, |
but yet the same looking down upon
humble humanity of to day, just es it
looked upon kings and queens who at
times bave moved within its wall, but |
who have long since slipped into dust. |
The River Seine in its course through |
Paris almost describes a crescent, but
virtually flows from east to west, thus |
dividing the city into two parts, not
widely 3iﬂorin' in point of population
and geographical limits ; the north side
is termed the Right bank and the south |
side the Left bank. The Pantheon ison
the Left bank about one-third of a mile
back from the river. It was built upon
the site of and designed to replace a
chureh dedicated to the Patron Saint of |
the city, St. Genevieve, who was many
centur ago buried u
Louis XV. commen

until twenty six years later (1790), In

the following year the National Assem- | mole on her face and two very promi. | clause that the principal discussion in re- |

bly diverted its uses and appropriated it
as & place of sepulchre for the distin- |
guished men of France. Its name was in |
wecordance changed to *“The Pantheon,” |
and the inscri ‘Aux grands Aommes
la patrie issante”’ (To great men the |
wl country) was placed upon the |
of the portico. Napoleon the |
First, when in power, revived its origi- |
nal pame snd its destination as a church, |
reserving its vaults for the purposes the |
Assembly had decreed them. In 1822
Louis X’Vlll. had the French inscrip- |
tion removed from the front and the
following Latin inscription substituted :
“D. 0.1 avb i 8. GENOVEFAE

invoe
Ind XV, Dicavit Ind XVILL restitvic”

{Rvesniton of e Generiave Lot XV,

| frescoed the ceiling in

| for

ters, war, the arts and sciences. Under
the portico nre twh pieces of statuary,
the finest of which 14 “St, Genevieve
imploring Attila, the leader of the [Tuns,
to spare the City of Paris,” At the
bronze door to the left [ purchased
tickets to the dome and vaults for ahont
a franc—the ohject of a charge is com
mendable, being, as stated on the tick-
ets, to secure funds to complete the
decoration of the church, [t certainly
is in want of it, for notwithstanding its
frescoes it lacks n comfortable finish
the result of which is to give it a cold
and cheerless look. These frescoes,
which are handsome, were almost «ll
done by either GROS, who so beautifully
parta of the
museum of the Louvre, or Gerard, who

| produced the most perfect face 1 ever

saw on canvas—that of Fsyche., The
painting hangs in the Salle Des Sept
Cheminees of the Louvre and is entitled,
“Psyche receiving the first kiss of
Cupid.”

I circulated about for a short time

— |

through the transepts and under the |
great dome receeding us it does in |
| concentric circles, when a man in the

dress of a policeman called out, “This
way to see the vaults.” In a moment
ubout thirty of the curious rolled to
gether into a crowd and followed him.,
[ dropped into the rear. e led us past
the altar to the back of the church;
there we descended a broad flight of
stairs. Ile unlocked a great door, and

|as we stepped in among the mys-

teries & cold blust struck against our
faces. The very wir seemed to want o

break out and awsy as though to flee |

from a further companionship with
epitaphs and tombs, Groping after the
guide through a waste of s'one piers
and slmost 1otal darkness—for no light
lwnmrnln these sombre precints save a
imited number of rays that struggle

| through a few narrow openings—soon
we brought up st the entrance to two |
| small sections.

Occupying the centre
of each of these chambers was a great
wooden tomb of heavy construetion in

imitation of a Sarcophagus; the one |
bears & hand holding a blszing lambean |
—the remains of Rusleau once rested |

within it; the other presents a lon

laudatory inscription—it held Voltaire, |
high dome and enjoyed that beautiful | After the throne was restored to the |
spread | Bourbons all earthly remnant of these | Al writers urm politieal

two philosophers was quietly removed
tosome spot less hallowed—the wooden
sarcophagi were allowed to remnin.

taire ie Lhat of Soufflot, the architect of

associations | the building, who it is said died of grief | cignty.

because he found the dome to weighty
the means of support he had pre-
pared ; his successor resorted to j»illm

! sarcophngi are walled in along the sides,
| The remains  of Descartes, Marshal
| Lannes and other men of national rep- |
ntation have been deposited here, the
grest orator,  Mirat 1, among the |
number, A half million of sorrow. |
ing people witnessed

his funera!; a
sulute of twenty five thousand muskets
was fired ns & mark of respect, A few |
vears later, when sober judgment lost
its swauy, the representatives of these |
same people in blind fury hwd him
disinterred by night, and placed in the
cemetery for erim'nals,  The blond
thirsty wretch of the Revolution, Mar
at, nssassinated by Charle e Corday and
buried in the court of the club of the
Cordeliers withall the fanereal pompand
mugnificence that money eould purchase
and adoration nggo-!. was -u'--'qm-n(-
ly removed here, [is stay also wns «
briet one, and the remains of this crea
ture, whose hesrt had been enclosed in
an urn as the precious relic of a God |
and whose statute it was decreed should
stand beside that of Brutus, were drag- |
ged out, carted away, and pitched into
the public sewers where they properly
belong. Such are the vaults of the
Pantheon,

We ascended a stairway leading into |
the front of the church and from there
| | started for the dome. On the way up
I had an opportunity to examine the
| celebrated frescoe—St. Genevieve receiv.
ing homage from Clovis, Charlemagne,
St Louisnnd others. The bird«eye view
from this dome was supremely grand;
shining beautifully white in the sun
lightund clear stmosphere was immense
Paris. 1 do not think there is a city in
| the world can present a more inviting
| prospect ; long lines of avenues border-
| ed with horse chestnuts in full leaf
| stretched away in every direction. The |
| great Boulevards circled around joining |
| hands as it might be said ; enchanting |
parks snd gardens spring up green and |
inviting here and there, Rul all this |
| must be seen to be properly appreciat-
ed. I can only approach a portrayal of |
| it when I say it is indiscribably magnifi- |
cent, |
-
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AN IMPORTANT DECISION BY MR J1 'Tlc'l;
CLIFFORD, OF THE SUPREME COURT,

economy |
agree that money is the universal standard |
of value and the measure of u.h-nz«,.
foreign and domestic, and that the power
to coin and regulate the value of money s |
an assentinl atiribute of national sover. |
* = & Sach qualities, ail agres, |
[aro united in & much greater degree in |
| gold and silvor than in any other known |

| commodity, which was as well known to |

and arches in order to cure the
He was an able architect who could
design the Pantheon if he did make
this mistake ; and so the times judged
him, for they buried him within this
monument of his own ability and named
the street in front of it after him,

tried to imagine an architect of a public
building in the United States falling
into such an error, scorning to pateh

it up to hold until the contract would |
| be taken off his hands«, but sllowing his |

mistake of judgment to overcome him
and calmly pining away of the same
complaint that carried off Mr. Soufflot,
Under what | presume is the centre of
the building the guide halted and
ranged us along s semicircular stretch

of wall, but with some little difficulty, |

as the curiosity of some prompted them
to step out of line in order to see if
possible in the faint light what was
coming next. | had scanned my asso-
cintes on the way down; among them
were several Americans and English, a

n the spot. | Zouave with a face the color of sole |emit bills on the credit of the United
the present | leather and with baggy red hreeches, also | States,”” appended to the grant of power
structure, but it was not completed | a tall young woman who [ inferred was | vested in Congress *o borrow money, and

from the provinces, with & perceptable

nent front teeth., [ was sandwiched
between these two individusls, Mars
on my right and Diana on my left. The
peculiar ingredients of soap-fat was the
predominating odor wafted from my
right, and gariie from my left. All being
iu order, the guide went off some dis
tance and gave a terrible yell. The
audience started, giggled, the line
trembled—in a moment the echo came
back loud and clear. Then he gave a
scream ; then continued blows upon
some infernal invention that cracked
like a eannon. Each sound came buck
i succeeding echos; st times the last
veverberations would resound multi-
plied many times in strength, After
that he plied a long series of trifling
questions which were in turn borne
back. Disna seemed to express surprise
in some imcomprehensible patois ; Mars
seemed to “scent the battle from afar,
for after each blow he swore wildly to
himself, at the same time audibly, At
length the 'gu!do went back to making
thunder; the thing was getting tire
some; he repeated his first programme
with its full variations, 1 began to think
the storm was all day,
and hammering

sunset the

bers of the ention who fram-
{ed the Constitution as to sny body of
l men since asembled and intrusted, to any |
| extent, with the public affairs. They not |
| only knew that the money of the commer- |
| clal world was gold and silver, but they ]
{also knew from bitter experience that
| paper promises, whether imued by the |

ly worthless as a standard of value for any
practical purpose,

THE OPINIONS OF THE FATHERS,

Evidence of the truth of these remarks
of the most convincing charneter is to be
found in the published proceedings of that |
convention, Debate upon the subject firet |
| arose when an amendment was proposed |
| to prohibit the States from emitting bills |
| of credit or making anything but gold and
[ silver coin a tender in payment of debts,
| From the charscter of that debste and the |
| vote on the amendment it becamo sppar- |
| ent that paper money had but few if any |
| friends in the convention. Article 7 of the
{ deaft of the Constitution, as reported to
| the convention, contained the clause, “and

{it was on the motion to strike out that

spect to paper money took place. Mr.
Madison inquired if it would not be suf- |
| ficient to prohibit the making of such bills |
In tender, as that would remove the
temptation to emit them with unjust views.
Promissory notes, he said, in that shape,
that is when not & tender, “may in some
emergencies be best.”” Some are willing
to i in the difieation suggested
by Mr. Madison, but Mr. Morris, who
submitted the motion, ob&f&d. insisti
that if the motion prevailed there would
stili be room left vor the notes of & respon-
sible minister, which, as he said, “would
do all the good without the mischief.”
Decided objections were advanced by Mr.
Ellsworth, who said he thought the mo-
;neol n ra‘vorublo one to “shut m b::h‘::
oor agninst paper money ;"
expressod their opr-mon to the clause in
oqu-l‘!g decisive language, even saying
that they would sooner see the whole
rejected than retain the three words, “‘and
emit bille,” Buffice it to sy, withont re-
duci discussion, that the motion

| dard of vulue or w tend r

| rived from the langung

| States or by the United States, were utter- | r

sentiment, ":-nh-mlmrnnt'ull- acts are cer- |

tainly evidence of intention, and if vo it is
difficult o see what more is needed to
show that the members of that conven-
tion intended to withhold from the States
und from the United Stutes all power to
muke anything but gold and silver n stun-

in puyment of
proof to the sume
*butes which subse.
the of
*, o which the Constitu-
tion, a8 adopted, was submitted for ratifl-
ention, Mr. Murtin thought that t

ve

oeeurred in
the severn) Stat

conventions

| States ought not 1o be totally deprived of

the right to emit
suys thut “the

bills of eredit, but
convention was 8o smitte
with the puper money dread that it insist-
ed thut the probibition should be abwo-
ute. "
FEDERAL MOXEY MUST BE METAL MONEY
Currency is & word much more ¢ mpre-
hensive than the word money, as it may in-
clude bunk bills snd v | '
na woll us coins of gold und silver ; but the
word money, ss employed in the grant ot
power under o nsideration, means the
coins of gold snd silver, fabricsted and
stamped ne required by law, which by vir.
tue of thelr intrinsic value, as universally
ncknowledged, and their offi il orign,
become the medium of exchange and (he
standard by which all other values sre
expressed and dischurged. Support to the
proposition that the word money, as em-
ployed in that clause, was intended to be
used in the sense here supposed is siso de-

employed in cer-
tain numbers of the Federalist, which, as
s well-known, were written and publish-
ed during the period when the question

| whether the States would ratify the Con-

stitution was pending in their several con.
ventions. Such men as the writers of
those essayr never could have employed

| such langusge if they bad entertained the

remotesi iden that Congress possessed the
power to make paper promises u legal ten-
der. Like support is also derived from
the langusge of Mr. Hamilton in his cele-
brated report recommending the incorpor-
ation of s national bank. He first states
the objection to the proposed measure that
banks tend to banish the gold and silver of
the country, secondly he gives the snawer to
that objection made by the sdvoctes of the
bank, that it is immaterinl what serves the
purpose of money, and then says that the
answer s not entirely satisfactory, as the
pergianent increase or decrease of the prec.
ous metals in & country can bardly ever
be & matter of indifference. “As & com-
modity taken in lien of every other, it
(eoin) is & species of the most effective

| wealth, and ss the money of the world it

is of grest concern to the State that pos.
somes & suficiency of it to fuce any de-
mands which the protection of its external
interests may creste.” He favored the in.
of u national bank with
o issue bills and notes paysble on demand
in Pl.d and silver, bot be expressed him-
;’rl as utterly
¥

being abused that the Government ought
never 1w trost itsell with the uso of so se-
ducing and dangerous an element. Op-
wed as he was to paper emissions by the
nited States, under any circumstances,
it is past belief that he could ever have
concurred in the proposition to make such
emissions & tender in payment of debis,
cither as & member of the convention

| which framed the Constitution or as the

head of the Treasury Department.
HISTORY OF TREASURY NOTES.

Treasury notes, however, have been re.
peatedly suthorized by Congress, com-
mencing with the act of 30th of June,
1812, but it was never supposed before
the time when the several acts in question
wore passed that Congress could make
such notes a legal tender in payment of
debta. Such notes, it was enscted, should
be received in payment for public lands
sold, by the Federal suthority,
was wlso made in most or all of the sets
that the Secretary of the Tn-nmry. with
the n;‘-pmhtiun of the President, might
cause Treasury notes to be isued, st the
par value thereof, in payment of services,
of supplies, or of debts for which the
United States were or might be answer-
uble by law, to such person or persons as
-lmuk{ be willing to t the same in

yment; but it never occuired to the

lators of thut day that such notes
could be made & legal tender in discha
of such indebtedness, or that the public
ereditor could be compelied to soce
them in payment of his just demands.

Financial embarrasements, second only
in their disstrous consequences to those
which preceded the adoption of the Con-
stitution, arose towards the close of the
Inst war (1812) with Great Britain, and it
is & mattor of history that those embarrass.
ments were too ﬁmt and Tpnntllng to
be overcome by the use of Treasury notes
or any other paper emisions without
spocie basia.  Expedients of various kinds
were but never occurred either
to the Executive or to that a
remedy could be found by muking Treas-
ury notes, as then suthorized, a logal ten.
der, and the result was that the second
h‘:‘k‘ of the United States was

oppwed to paper emissions |
the United States, characterizing them |
ns %0 linble to abuse and even »0 certain of |

Provision |

1

exarcises of their express power to lay and
collect tuxes, dutivs, imposts and excises
may, if they see fit, accept the Tremsury
notes or bunk bills in such payments as
substitutes for the constitutional currency
Further discussion of the proposition i
unnecessury, ne it I plainly destitute of
any merit whate Resort was also had
¥ notes in the revalsion of 1847
and during the wur with Mexico, and also
in the grest revulsion of 1857, hat the new
the

ver
to Trensury

lor wane not even suggest-
+ President or by uny mem-

ber

of C.
WASHINGTON REJECTED PAVER MOXEY

Seventy years are i
view, even if the
ricd back to the g
lishing the mint, and
is no tra
v wi

ncluded in this re-
tution is only car.
of the
ar that there
tof any act, executive or Jegisla-
in that period which affords the
sport to the new constitational
theory that Congress can by law constitute
:'l'»‘f emissions a tende l'-l'] ’IV _\"n'h( ot
debts Even Wushington, the father of
our country, refused to wecept paper money
in payment of debts contracted before the
War of ly.!-»;.. ndence, and the proof is
full to the point that Hamilton, as well us
Jeerson and Madison, was opposed to
paper emissions by the nationasl suthority

net estub.

THE FATHERS INTEXDED TO DEPRIVE COX-
GRESS OF THE POWER TO MAKK PAPER
MONKY

Power, as before re
in the the Contederation
(™ w money sud emit bille of credit,
and history shows that the power 1o emit
bitls had been exercised before the
convention which framed the Constitution
weeembled, to un amount exceoding 8350,
000,000 till the drafi of the Constitution,
us reported, contained the words “and emit
bills” appendud to the clavuse suthorizing
Congress to borrow money. When that
clause was resched, says Mr Martin, a
motion war made W strike out the words
“10 emit bills of eredit;”’ and his account
of what followed affords the most persus-
sive and convineing evidence that the con-
vention, and nearly every member of it,
intended to put an end to the exercise of
such & power. Against the motion, be
says, we urged that it would be improper
to deprive the Congress of that power;
that it would be a novelty unprecedented
to establish & government which should
not have such suthority ; that it was im-
possible to leok forward into futurity so
far as o decide that events that mi
happen would render the exercise uf;m ha
‘power absolately necessary, &c. But a
{ majority of the convention, he said, being
| wise beyond every event, and being wil.
ling to risk any political evil rather than
admit the ides of & paper emision in any
possible case, refused Lo trust the authority
to s government on which they were lav.
ishing the most unlimited powers of taxa.
tion and to the mercy of whom were
willing blindly w0 trost the lla:\’y and
property of the citizens of every State in
the Union, and “they erased that clause
from the system.” More forcible vindies-
tion of the sction of the convention could
hardly be made thun is expressed in the
Ianguage of the Federalist, and the suthori-
ty of Judge Story warrants the statement
that the lnnguage there employed is “‘justi.
fied by almost every cotemporary 'rfln."
and is “sttested in its truth by facts” be.
yond the influence of every attempt st
contradiction. Having adverted 1o those
facts the commentator proceeds to say that
| “the same ressons which show the necessi-

narked, was vested

gress under

|ty of denying 10 the States the power of | vine ng evidence derived from the publish-

| regulating coin prove with equal force that
| they ought not to be gt liberty to substitute
a paper medium instead of coin.™
by the Continental Congress 1o be a legal
| tender, but Congress passed & resolution
declaring that they ought to be a tender in
| puyment of sll private and public debte,
fand that & refusal to receive thi Wwider
| ought 1o be an extinguishment of the delt,
|and recommend the States to pass sucn
laws. They even went further and declared
that whoever should refuse to receive the
[ paper as gold and silver should be deemed
{an enemy tw the public liberty ; but our
{ commentator says that theso measures of
violence nud terror, so far from siding the
| eirculation of the T, kd on to sill
further depreciation. New emissions fol.
{lowed and new measures were adopted to
| give the paper credit by pledging the pub.
| lic faith for its redemption. Effort follow
| od offurt in that direction until the ides of
| redemption at par was abandoned. Fory
| for one was offered and the States were r:
quired to report the bills under that regn-
Intion, but tew of the old bills were ever
reported, and of course few only of the
contemplated uew notes were issued, and
the bills in » briel period ceased o ciren-
Inte and in the course of that year quietly
died in the hands of their possessors,

Bills of eredit wore madea tender by the
States, but all such, as well as those issned
by the Congress, were dead in the hands o1

r posessors before the convention ms.
sembled to frame the Constitution,
luhlllmc and tmpartinl belief in the
theory t such men, #o instructed, in
framing & government for tbeiw-hdl
us well us for themsetves, would deliberate-

ht not |

Emissions of the kind were not declared |

! in that conventional charncter be lawfully
employed, if the nct suthorizing their iwue
#0 provides, to pay duties, tnxes and all the

ublic exactions required to be puid into the
?‘l!iunnl Treasvry. Pallic ereditors may
also be paid in such currency by their con-
sent, and they may be used in all other
cases where the payment in such notes
comports with the terms of the contract,
Estublished usunge founded upon the prec-
tice of the Government, often repeated,
has sanctioned these rules, until it may now
b snid that they are not onen to contro-
versy ; but the question in the cases before
the court is whether the Congress may de-
clure sach hotes to be luwful money, make

them a legal tendior and impart to such »
currency the quulity of being a standard of
value, and compel ereditors o acerpt the
payment of their deb's in such a currency
s the equivalent of the money recognized

and establizhed b e Constitution as the
standard of value by which the val
other commodities s to be mensur

nancinl measures of various kinds for
ry to supply the wants of the
Tressury beyond the receipts from taxe.
tion and the sales of the public lands have
been ndopted by the Government since the
United States became an independent na-
ton. Sabseriptions for a loan of $12,000 .
000 were on the 4th of August, 1790, di-
rected to be opened at the Treasury, 1o be
made paysble in certificates ismsued for the
debt, sccording to their specie value.
Mensures of the kind were repested in
rupid succersion fur several years, and laws
providing for leans in one form or snother
appenred 10 have been the jreferred mode
of borrowing, until the 301k of June, 1812,
when the first nct was pussed ““t0 suthorize
the issue of Tressury notes.” Losns had
been previously suthorized in repested in-
stances, a8 will be seen by the following
references, 1 which many more might be
ndded.

Earnest opposition war made to the pas-
sage of the first nct of Congress authorizing
the imne of Treasury notes, but the mens-
ure prevailed, and it may be remarked that
the vote on the veension was ever after re-
gerded as baving settied the question ss to
the constitutionality of such an act. Five

{ millions of dollars were directed 1w be is-

sued by that act, and the Secretary of the

Tressury, with the approbation of the
Pres.dent, was empowered 1o cause such

| portion of the notes as he might deem ex-

pedient 10 be issued st par “tv such public
creditors or other persons as may choose to
receive such notes in payment,” it never
having occurred to any one that even &
public creditor could be compelled to re-
veive such notes in payment except by his
own consent.  Twenty other issues of such

notes were suthorized by Congres in the
course of the fifty years next afier the
passage of that sct and before the passage
of the scts making such notes a legal tender,
and every one of such price scts, being
twenty in all, contming, vither in express
words or by necessary implieation, sa
| equally decisive negation to the new con-
| stitutional theory that Congress cxn make

rowing mo

| paper emind either a dard of value
or l"gll tender,
| TREASURY NOTES CANXOT BE MADE LEGAL ,'
TENDEP,

Saperadded to the conceded fact that the
| Constitution contuine ne expross words §o
nu'.rvﬂ such & theory, this long and us
hroken usage that Treasury notes shall not
| be constitutel a standard of value nor be
| mude & tender in payment of debts is ene
| tithd to yroat weight, wnd when taken in
| emnect'on with the persussive snd cone

| o1 pro wedings of the convention, that the
| framers of the Constitution never intended
to grant any such power, and from the re-
¢ wded sentiments of the great men whoso
srguments in favor of the reported deaft
procured its ratification, and supported as
that view is by the repested d-':.!ldm of
this Court, and by the infalliuble rule of
{interpretation that the langusge of one
express power thull not be «o expanded as
to nullify the furee wnd effect of another
express power in the snme instrument, it
seems 1o me that it ought to be deemed
final and conclusive thut Congress cannos
constitute such notes, or any other puper
| emhsions, & constitutional standard of val-
ur, or make them » | tender in pay-
m-nt of debis, especially as it covers tlo
wwriod of two foreign wars, the creation of
th  second national bank, and the greatest
fina cisl revulsions through which cur
© untry has ever passed.
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A remarkable array of figures,
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whatever to cost,
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