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Speech of Hon, Willlam A, Wallace,

o¥ NNSYLVANIA,
In the Senate of the United Stats, Decen-
ber 17, 1878

The Senate having under consideration
the resolutions submitts the gentleman
from Maine, [ Mr. Blaine]— |

Mr. Warrace said: Mr.
My views upon this resolution well un
derstood upon this side of the Chamber, |
and the motion I made yesterday to lay
the whole subject upon the tabia was
prompted by those opinions. The coun
try is sick of political agitation and sec
tional tur.nm'. This resolution initiates |
a renewal of the bitterness of party and |
partisan investigation that has cursed |
the country for years, Every business |
interest in the State I represent prays
for rest from political agitation and for
time to recuperate its wasted energy.
This cannot be while the country is
aroused and shaken up by its investiga- |
tions based upon rumor and party ran- |
cor is stirred to its depths in every |
section., [ would, if I could, have ar
rayed every one on this side of the
Chamber in decided and open antagon- |
ism to this reopening of the flood-gates
of party strife. But by nearly a unani. |
mous vote the Senate has decided oth-
erwise, and all that is left for us todo is
to proceed with the investigation in an
honest spirit of seeking for truth. No
practical result can come from this in-
quiry. The Constitution and laws as
Jeclned by the Supreme Court settle
that. The second section of the four-
teenth article of amendments to the
Constitution is:

Representatives shall be spportioned
among the several States according to their
respective numbers, counting the whole
number of persons in each State, excluding |
Indians not taxed. But when the right w
vote at any election for the choice of elec-
tors for President and Vice-President of
the United States, Representatives in Con-
gress, the executive and judicial officers of
s State, or the members of the Legislature
thereof, is denied to any of the male in-
habitants of such State, being twenty.one
years of age, and citizens of the United
States, or in any wu( abridged, except for

rticipation in rebellion, or other crime,the
{:lil of representation therein shall be re- |
duced in the proportion which the number |
of such male citizens shall bear to lho’
whole number of male citizens twenty-one |
years of age in such State.

In the case of the United States vs.
Cruikshank, 2 Otto, 542, and kindred
cases, the Supreme Court, commenting
on this article and construing it, say :

The fourteenth emendment prohibits a
State from depriving any person of life,
liberty, or prc:r‘rly without due process of
Iaw,and from denying Lo any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the
laws ; but it adds nothing to the rights of
one citizen as against another. It simply
furnishes an sdditional guarantee against
any encroachment by the States upon the
fundamental rights which belong to every
cit zen as o member of society. The duty
of protecting all its citizens in the wjo{-
ment of an equality of rights was original
assumed n,'&- States, and it still remains
there. The only obligation resting upon

|

; |
President— |

| charges of fraud and violence as

| Investigating committee

| seek

| suflicient to end the str

prooceses, and that peaceful mode of ad.

of the country infinitely better than
sweeping allegations based upon news.
paper rumors and passionate partisan

| appeals which must embitter the see- |

tions. Peace and law are the methods
now to be sought.
sanship have ceased inflame the
minds of business men, DBusiness and
its carss, the restoration of a market for
our products and the meuns for materinl
growth and development in every local-
ity, are the ¢n's our perple seek.
suould not enter this arena now, think-
ing as | do, save t) correct error and to
vindicate so far as | can, from my stand.
point a' a northern Senator, the truth
of recent political history,

It 15 stated as a fact, bused upon news
paper rumor, that in the
sSouthern States have been controlled
hy violence, thrests, and intimidations,
that they have te n manipulated by
traud, and that in one State “there was
no election st all in any sense of the
term.” If these statements be true it is
surprising that out of the whole number
of Congressmen elected from that sec
tion, 106 in number, not more than six
members have been notified of a contest
for the seats they hold, and the thirty
days allowed by | for that
have expired. This in itself is a com
plete aud perfect answer to these broad
applied
e law provides

to

ms

purpose

to the whole s2ction.
the remedy, It is largely unsought.
Fhe wrong. if it exists, is local and can.
not affect general results, Why raise

? Why arouse
sectional bitterness? Why re to
the remedy the law provides?
I'he practical sense of our busi
ple will have no more of thisu
senseless agitation. Their ansy
w, let the laws rule, give us rest from
political turmoil. 1t is conceded that
practical results cannot come from it
unless we can oy w the constitu
tional amendment a the decision
the Supreme Cour’, and this ought to be

It is not correct that thirty-five of
the Representatives allotted to the
Southern States were given them since
the war by reason of the negro popula
tion. Under the Constitul
nally framed three fiths t
represented, and this representation of
the then slave population was attacked
with vigor in the heated contest that
praceded the war. After the war, and
when reconstruction eame, the po ivy of
the republican party was reversed, and
manhood suffrage” became the shib
th of party with them. Under this
doctrine the republican Congress of
1872 added not thirty-tive but twenty
members to the representation of the
Southren States in the House of Repre
sentatives, The right, the power, and
the expediency to do this and to fix
unalterably the equality of the black

S o

reof were

bol

| voter of the South and the North with

the

potion

the white voter everywhere was
leading feature of the recon
policy of the Senator from Maine and
those with whom he acted. The fatal
error into which they fell was in failing |
to qualify the right to the enfranchised

| slave by fastening upon it an education-

al test, This wauld not serve their
political ends, and reconstruction as
they constructed it has proved their
own political destruction. Theabsolute |
equality in fitness for self government
of the uneducated negro of the South
with the trained and educated white
man everywhere was the basis of the |
plan. It was unsound and false, and i
has returned to Rlugun its authors. |
lhe Senator from Maine impales him- |
self by his arguments, Negro suffrage |
as 8 !.mlilim\l policy, isa failure in the |
South, and he helped to create it. His |
arguments are logically an arraignment |
of the vicious methods of those who |
acted with him in placing political |
power in the hands of an unfit agent.
The work has been done by you, and |
its results do not please you, What is |
your remedy?

To overthrow the |

| amendments, nullify the decisions of |

the courts, and agitate until you succeed? |
Ours is to obey the amendments in |
their letter, to sustain the decisions of
the Supreme Court, and to protect by
law, ‘encourage by fair treatment, edu-
cate and clevate the black man until
his eapacity is fully tested. Yours is to
take from him representation, d sfran-
chise and degrade him. Such, at least.
is the logical result of your efforts and
your arguments, The issue is not
whether the white voter of the North
shall be the equal of the white voter in
the South in shaping the policy of the
coantry., They have always been and
are now the equals and peers of each
other, The legitimate and lawful in.
fluence that each can wield is as much
his right as is his life, Whether North
or South, the brave, intelligent, and
nﬂght man is justly powerful, and he
who seeks to lesson his power or weaken
his influence stabs his mutrr

It is not correct in point of fact that
the white voter of the South wields a
greater influence than the white voter
of the North, The Senator from Maine

thers together whole masses of popu-
rdo- l:go North and u‘u; from

Passion and parti- |

|

| Gold Const. The ten hundred and thirty-
five thousand white people hud the sole
and absolute choice of the entire »
lepresentatives.  In contrast, t
| States in the North, Iows and Wisconsin,
with seventeen Rrepresentatives,  They
have a white population of two million
two hundred and forty-seven thousand
considerbly more thin double the white
ation of the threo Southern States 1
named. In Jowa and Wisconsin,
therefore, it tukes one hundred and thirty-
two thousand white popul to send o
Representative 1o O but in South
Cir dinn, Mississippi and Loulsiana every
sixty thousand white people send a Repre-

sentant

have

m

DEress,

The first fullacy in this proposition is
the bold assumption that the colored
| voters had no voice or power in the re
cent elections.  Who gives any one au.
thority tosay this? lsit true that the
republican party possewses an indefeasi
ble estate in every colored voter in
those States? Have they no liberty of
thought or rightof independent action?
Are theirvotes not to be counted unless
they vote the republican ticket? Such
a statement as this is utterly unwa
ranted by facts, for we all know that in
very o

istances the colored voter
ent in action. Upon the
vote of IS7TH in those States
ron democratic members

ted had a total of 272805 votes and

is indepen
presidential

their opponents had a total of 2]
voles

y G610

Fhe minority

vore
vl ns they are in any congre:-
trict in the North., They
and they were

just as much

contrast

who vote reput n cand

in § States named n
to he ¢ it X rats who voted
for theirown candidates in loxa and

Wisconain ought not to be «
cted

ty

untesd,
in the Soutlh
ther

ins elected 10 the

The democra el

represent the
much as the re
North repre
The Sennt«
'r‘l"

d sgainst the
tn Ropres
in the loya

are

tive in Con

it requires hur and -
thousand of whit ople bt
for the Union to elect a prese

This is a reassertion of that already
shown to be incorrect, It ignores demo
cratic votes and population North and
omita the pregnant fact that the colored
voters South both voted and were count
ed in making up resulta, If negroes
are voters and entitled to representa
tion, (and the republican party has
made them so,) then they are as much
entitled to be counted as are the mi
norities in any district in the Uaion.
In every close contest since 1572 their
votes have given the State of Pennsyl-
vania to the Republicans. Tbey hold
the balance of power there and invari
ably east it against the democrata, If
the Senator from Maine will have one
result he must accept the other. The
Senator says:

The politieal power thus appropriated
by southern democrats by reason of the
negro population amounts to thirty-five
Represontatives in Congrese. It is massed
almost solidly and offeets the great State of
New York; or Pennsylvania and New
Jorsay together ; or the whole of New
Engiland ; or Ohio and Indinna united ; or
the Colorado and Oregon. The seizure of
this power is wanton unsurpation; 1t is
flagrant outrage ; it is violent perversion
of the whole theory of republican govern-
ment. Itinures solely to the present ad-
vantage and yet, I believe, tothe permanent
dishonor of the democratic party, It is
by resson of this trampling down human
rights, this ruthless seizure of unlawfal
power that the Democratic party holds the
popular branch of Con; to-day and
will in less than ninety days have control
of this body also, thus ing the entire
legislative department of the Government
through the unlawful capture of the South-
ern States,

If it be “wanton usurpation and vio-
lent perversion of the whole theory of
:rubliun government,” what shall we

I the wholesale disfranchisement of
tho democratic masses north by skill-
ful manipulation of political er?

plnnmy

Indiaca, with a democratic

of over 5,000 in 1876, sent to this Con.

g:'- 9 - blicans n‘dl b&Q demo-
votes or popula-

h':hm. m:heu

whlhu required 53,201

howe &8 the.

! gland

| is, have ¢

{ 18 by contest under the statute,

democrat. The six great Middle States
—New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, In-
diana, llinois, and lowa—contain 3,
650,000 voters or about 16,000,000 of
people, yet they have but 12 Senators
ns against an equal number in New Eu-
for 603,000 voters and about 3,-
00,000 people,  These are the results of
our political system, and there is just
as much reason to find faolt with it in
New Englaud as in the South, We
must abide its inequalitics and imper
fections for the much gr good it
contuins, Sweeping charges or partisan
compurisons can do no good and t
do harm, The only important question
‘tions, North or South, been
carried by fraud or violence 7 It they
have, the incumbent holding by such a
titlo should be ejected, The remedy
Order
ly methods, sworn testimony, judic
inquiry, non-partisan judgment. These
are the processes the pec s approve,
The invective hurled at the seizure of
power by a solid Scuth may be fitly
answered by uping the six great
Middle States | have named and ex
smining political resuits there. In this
Congr and in the next
these States, upon & total vote of 1,842
212 republicans ir 10, bave * 70|

T » on a toial vote

or

o
gr

It is worse

o

I EresRIne

of 1,504.34) the « OCTac
Upon a voting majority

republie have “seized”
men, I add to these
England find that 2

v

hcan vo get 95 ¢

taiization of uitra
reconstruct
) operate on indi

s. There was no

i
vi pon

then of punishing organized

ities for the misdeeds of asin

gle locality, and the safeguard invoked
was the only one that could be used
vithout the « ruc ion of our form of
The plain terms of these

government,

Amed nd the decisions of a re
1 e o Court thereon are
now oled becanse under them re
onstrue proves 1o be the dewmdest
kind of dead lur ey will not

reach and cover, s
intended o reach and cover, sporsdic
fraud or vi Such cases
can only be met by the specific reme
dies given by law, and States cannot be
punished by loss of representation be
cause of alleged violence in one distriet
in Louisiana and alleged frauds in two
in South Carolina, It would be mon
strous to punish a State either north or
south by depriving it of representation
because negroes failed to register them
selves or 1o pay taxes, or becausa of ir
regularitios in  the election
Such is not the remedy for evils of this
sort. If it were, we of Penosylvania
might be fearfully punished. In the
recent election there fraud and bribery
ran riot and thousands were disfranchis
ed for son-payment of taxes, At least
two contests are already inaugurated for
seats in the House of Representatives,
one of which is based upon the corrupt
use of money, frandulent and illegal
v

while the other rests upon the charge

and 10y never were

cases of ience,

{of wholesale bribery and corruption
ion of white workingmen. |

and intimida
The republicans, polling 289,000 votes
upon the mngr»nin.nar issue against
288,000 democratic and 111,000 national
voles, have “seized” eighteen out of the
twentyseven Congressmen returned to
the new Congress, With an actual

‘.ual'l'. i
| bon.
| terests, and business success can grow

, and the use of forged tax-receipts, |

voice or power than their remote kindred | 740,600 people are required to elect a | least 20,000 voters of both political par.

@l‘t wtntrt @muﬂtrnt. !,u:_slment is, 1 believe, in the judgment | on the shores of Senegambin or on the !

ties who had paid no taxes for two
years. By our constitution no man can
vote unless he has paid o tax within
two years, and such payment must be
made at least month before the
election. The republicans through their
organization paid for thousands of these
tax-receipts in bulk for distribution
among their people, and when election
day came they equipped every republi-
can voter, whit who had not
paid his taxes with one of them, which,
by the law, was pris ¥ jroof of puy-
ment, The democrats had no me /
for this purpome save in
sional district, and by re
inability to do what ti

one

or black,

one co

won of thiir
spublicans had

done it is believed that at Jeast 8,000
white democratic ters were unable to
vote. The re AN MANARETS EAVE
the most strix 1t orders to their elec

tion officers to reject every vote not
fully equipped with tax-receipts and
they placed at every poll deputy mar

hals of the United Ates, m of

them of the most dis table charnc-

ter, who were ordered 1o arrest every
me who eould not fully come up to
their standard,  So desperate is this
ma 1d 50 obedient to its

ders is the

the common law

re of the State that

f the sherifl to

appoint deputic y from him
by express statut , being & dem
ocrat, should aid protecting the
rights of white dem {

Are not these, denial

of the right to vote
by the fourteentl 10
interpretat

receipt paid for by

North s
man, too poor U
driven f

own him

whit

was a)
authority intren «
ind in 1)
1 »n Y
piaces there, 1y
polled at that .
sninst more than ¢ ¥ 6
Would it be just to dej Iva
ninof her fair share of re
Congress renson of the
inscrupulous political managers?  The
remedy for these wrongs @ come
through the wrath of an outraged peo
ple. It may come tardily, but it will
come surely,  Our wrongs ¢ Pon us
in the full blaze of an intelligent north-
ern sentiment., Their aut ve en-

wed immunity so |
the

ngth

people will alwa

s sul

and sectional hate «

nvoked to

mn

sin and perpetuate the disgrace of
an intellectual and wid people This
s the tocsin that s sounded by the
terms of this resolution, This 4 the
cast to which the northern people are
tnvited, The eondition of the Sonth is

nfinitely better than it was five years
Fewer ontrages, less of
of normwal and lew of abnormal
condition come to it year by year,
The wrongs complained of by this reso
lution are located in the States in whjch
carpet-bag rule lingered last, and we
hear of none in the States longest under
ocontrol of the white man. We must be
content with our progroess, until we can
fully test the capacity of the negro for
self government, [t will be time enough
when he shall have utterly failed to
come up to the standard of capacity to
initiate the process foreshadowed by
these resolutions

The people North and South want
rest from political and sectional agita-
Business relations, business in-

ago, violence,

more

only when such rest is given them.
Would you divide a solid South ? Would
you reconstruct your party there?
Cense to persecute and begin to help
them ; appeal to administrative ques-

tions, Arouse the cupidity of their
leaders by aiding them in material
wrogress and  internal  development,

Make it the interest of their people to
act with you. Loose the bands of sec
tional prejudice that bind you, and aid
by every constitutional power in recon-
structing their highways and opening to |
your own people a market for thewr
manufactures, May weo not recognize
the fact that political recunstruction
bas failed of its primary purpose, but

| that business reconstruction and ma-

majority against them of 110,000 they | terial progress are tho aims of the South

| groap two-tairds of the congressional

and the interest of the North and that

delegation. This is partly the result of | those whose [.rinri‘»lu and practice fol-

an infamous apportionment, but it is
much more the result of skillful manip-
ulation of the politieal situation, of the
unscrupulous use of enormous sums of
money, and of the disfranchisement «f
masses of democrats for non-payment
of taxes, No such political domination
has over existed snywhers as now dom-
inates and controls the repubiican or-
ganization, and through it the political
er of that great State. DBold, dar-
ng, and defiant, they tolerate no inde-
pendent thought. wield their or-
ganization as one man, and the end
with them justifies the means, Sixteen
thousand white and black
voters in Pennsylvania are cient to
elect a Congressman, but it requires 44,
000 of theif opponents to do so. If we
carry it still furthet and look to the in-
ner of State politios it is
worse. senators and .

{ 1ow the path that

eads to these will ba
esteemed the best friends of their whole
country,

Mr. Buarse, Before the Senator site
down 1 should like to ask him a single
question ; I did not want to interrupt
him during his speech. If there is this
great tyranny that has held Pennsylva-
nin in its ruthless grasp and ruled that
State =0 mercilessly in the interests of
the republican party, how does the
Senator, a leading democrat, happen to
be on this floor?

always comes an
elements become convulsed. An earth-

T

beg

that
dred
him
with

£33

i

livelihood, seeking a market for their
manufactures ; and just such men as
the Senator from Maine these people
look to for leadership in thst path.
Mr. President, | smn sbout as serious
a Senstor who deliberately on this
floor attacks the fourteenth amendment
of the Constitution and the decisions of
the Supreme Court—a republican Su-
preme Court—made thereunder, which
in their very terms deny the right to
take representation from a State for the
causes slleged in this resolution, and
undertakes to initiate 2n investigation,
which investigation must inevitably te
s and powerless to bringany such
result. | am about as serious in my
charges, surely, ss he is in the initiation
of such nn investigation as this,
We nsylvania have initisted
con lests g mtimidation and fravd
1 they will be settled
inal created in the other
The Senator, « e contrary,
intimidation and violence and
ud he uses a power that has no
right, that ean in no way apply 8 reme-
dy, that is not given the authority in
any form to correct the wrong. It is
a brutu it bedone, We, on
the contrary, whose voters were intumi-

ne

'

v
irsud, o

fulmen if

dated—] renssert what | have said
whose voters were Lribed—and | reas
sert what | have said—whose voters

were deprived of the right of suffrage

by be riven away from the polis m
113 ks cause they bad not pad their
taxes wihen the republican organization

hud paid taxes for masses of black und

Mr. Peuse. Pat did not the law re-
e the taxes to be paid

Mr . Certainly. 1 sm
o the law; it is a
guard simply coniplaining
use of money in the way in Wi
was used, the purchase of tax reoes
n bulk to equip a black voter and 1o
drive e Lhe poils
n tl n  Tha
what enial snd an
al s right of suttrage, §
you not such = 4 -
. r the of
. wde. her the Conssiie
tion or the laws can deprive the Svow
of Pennsylvania of any single msemuber

in her representation in the other Hoger .
And here | come back to
which | direct attention, wn Vim
weeding is utterly f ; thmt 0
n result in no good ; that the law s
ared on the statute n e

Live jw

to

1 iemnm

K,

Constitution, and by the Supreme G,
lem tes that of all this were gy
én no resuit ecan oome save pesliosenl
\gitation, sectional turmoil, neprivation
of empl ent In buviness; wuile 0

the other line, the line of e al b b,
to a contest under the power of e
House, be taken, all the wrongs ven we
shown, everything can be wwde puten:,
and right and law can preval. Toa »
what this people want, orderly meth
ods, appeals to law, sworn lestuneny,
non-partisan judgment,
B -
How Necretary Sherman Jueveased the
Bonded Deit.

From the Philadelphia Times

When the Times said that Reeretary
Sherman had been steadily IucTessing
the interest-bearing debt of tue Unitad
States and that he had been overnd.
ing the laws that he might pluck the
feather of resumption for his cap, the
organs rushed to his defense and show-
ed, to their own satisfaction, that 1he
Tunes wus all wrong and that the Seo
retary was all right.  Perbaps they oen
now be induced to spenk cut and ex-
plain again, to their own satisfaction, f
this little sum in subtraction is 0ot our
recily performed :
Total debt, bearing intorest in onin, Jan-

vary 1 AN i - Liks S5 T )
Total debt, boaring interest i cdn. Jan
L0 R TR | NEEER——— eeens 1IN

Tncrease in debd, boaring Intarest in coin,  SRUSIWIAN
let us anticipate the explasat

that they will offer. It as the

that they made before —t st the in-
crease is only apparent; that the sixes
bave been called, and the money »in
the Treasury to pay for them. Indesd,
did not the ¢ himeclfl tor the
first tune incorporate into  the Janusry
statemnent this explanstion in ordyer w
suticipate oljection? Bat there were
called bonds aue and unpaid v the 1t
ot January, 1878, just as ihete were vn
the lstof Junuary, 18°0. Let us see
how phe statements com jpare :

i

[0, TR L ——

Less than & million more of
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