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EVENING PUBLIG LEDGER— PHITADELPHIA,

PHILADELPHIA IWOMEN ARTISTS
VIEWS ON REVIVAL OF T HE

Lack of Public Appreciation Not So Potent
a Reason as Cost of Study and Work, Is
One -View, While Another Affirms
Gentus Will Manifest Itself

g THE day of the old art patron coming back?
Is appreciation of art and artists so lacking in the city of Philadelphia,

which is considered the shrine of culture and learning and the Mecen of |

women artists, that a revival of the old patrons of art is nccessary to
enable these artists to pursue their work?

Yes—and no—say the artists themselves.

It ien't that the public is so unappreciative, explaing Miss Beatrice

Fenton, widely known as a sculptress, who has so firmly established | 0 qhout o dozen minintures of such
herself with her own capable hands that she needs no patron.  But | yiciteness anid delieney that the eyes

#artists must live,” she declares. “Study and work are go expensive and
take so much time and effort that I think it would be a good idea if there
were art patrons today just as there were in olden times,

u0f course,” she continued, “ina, — z
way, we do have art patrons today, | pnint; but this desite soon left her,

pbut it is not the same thing. nnd her }:u1|1|lfll| nmbitions evy#ullized ! Patrons Wouldn't Do
41 think that idea of the Associa-|into a wish to beeome nogreat seulp- |
tlon of Painters, Sculptors and Lay-|tress. She studied at the Academy of |

men who have turned the roof of the|the Fine Arty nnd the Sehool of In-
Grand Central Station in New York | dustrinl Art.

into a gallery and salesroom is Her father, Dr, T, 1L, Fenton, whe | if there is nny ant in n person it will

splendid. was ot one thme president of the Art
“The idea isn't entirely com-{Clube had a friend, Thowmas  Alking,
mercial, you see, because artists who h“‘l"_"l thee young girl and eneonr-
must measure up to certain stand- nged hl-r.ln her |||||l|l!inr|:~.
ards before they can exhibit. But ‘\3::“1“":“"31 ];"'" "';l'::'””\l‘!l”\'II::' \.:‘.L.
R ) nutitute o ieago, the Arvt Muxe
there are _muny artists ‘whose “?rk of Kansns City, the Fine Arts tGullery
s rc;‘]ﬂﬂ[ﬂlmdh::; ::G:;n;:nf\ur:::; in DBuffale, the Acwdemy of the Fine
nevertheless, y

. i Arts of Philadelphifn, the Dlastiec Club
of sales, and this plan will be an| o \woion Painters ol Senlpions’

immense hl.‘l[) to them.” National  Association, She by also
. ' " contributed o exhibitions arvabged by
errdahly' Aﬂt Sl’.l. the  Fellowship of the  Nemdemy, uf

Is What Counts in Art which =he i 0 omemher,  8he glso ox-

Miss Fenton sat in her studio at, "bited nt the ontdonr sonlptor exhibi-
1524 Chestnut strect, where she! finn 1n I‘IITI'IIIHI'!\I‘ Siuare .TITI'| the Art
h f Alllanes lust spring, the sevoml exhihi-
works from early morning .unul late SR LA ————
at nicht, The sun streaming do“’n-lil'ul linving been stoged by the soane
from a high, smn:l windmlv I[it UP | osgantnation tiwe, fents g,
her emooth dark hair, melted into o
the pale brown gold of her smock.l Thinks Pb.”“ddf_’m_“."s
and sent a slanting ray across her| Are Unappreciative
glim smooth hands which were; Tesides Mis Fenton's nu...-r”1-'-|"15'»"‘
clasped in her ]ap_ \'.'url.g: CThe e ewd Il'u-ll.i!rzlilrl.. .“ L=t

Miss Fenton's dark eyes were very | of Ueter -\.l'"'""- f“'l“l"l Ptklent of
perious as she talked, for her work the Axt: Club, iwhich~ prelised  the
fs a serious thing to her, and noth-
ing which concerns it is a matter to
be talen lightly.

“Art should be sexless. It is men-
tality that eounts and not whether
the artist is a man or woman,"” she
paid,

Tu her right, against the wall, was
a plaster cast of “The Seaweed
Fountain,” which stands in bronze
at the , =t of Lemon Hill in Fair-
mount Park and which has probably
met with the greatest popular ap-
proval of any of Miss Fenton's work,

“No, | don't think being a woman !
s a handicap to being an artist,”
enid Miss Fenton, _“If you have
brairfs, what does it matter if you
are a man or a woman? When 1
was u student at the Academy there
was a good fellowship—a cam-
araderie, 1 suppose yvou might call
ft——thut was absolutely impersonal.
It did not matter who gid the work,
just so good work was produced.
And the men were as willing to give
credit to us as they were tp a man
in the class,

“Sometimes, though, 1 suppose!
women gain fame just because they
are wonen, but again [ think recog-
nition of their merits is withheld |
for the same reason, i

SArtistie tenining undonbiedly gn’r‘n|

|

& brood viewpoint,"" continued  Miss
Ponton,  “Of o necessity we get down
o the tundmmentals When we #tudy art, |
More thun nny other kind of training.
avtistie teaining meany  self<develop-
ment, 1 think,

SAmd 0 don't believe In oartistie
troaning only for those who inteml to |
Beoaetists—1 think it b3 n goml thing
for every one to llave,

Must Choose Belween
Work and Home Life

Sl if vour vlioose the life of nn
aetist, 1 think  sou st genervally
chonse between that and o home Hfe,
OF compse, el depemds o the indi-
vidual,  Same women see to e ens
pable of being  suecers{ul wives oml
artista at the s time, Bat both

occupations ke el o dewnmd on
tome il energy thiet 1 think one st

penerully  bveotne suboredinated  to the Mrs. Leah Ramsay Alexander, who believes women artists are “emutionally handicapped”

other, and usundly it is the ot which |

does, Ihl':l'l. won  honorable mention g e vadors of a0 lnunting bonuty and wrig-

Yoo osee"" expliined Miss I'nhlﬂl‘l.'II""”:“"'l""'!“" Expusivion, - wiwere 1t jpalin
it Jiet the wetuad thine you speid Wus sent on exbiabation by the At Club, e sle sald, poluting vo oaoelel s Dattenipr g
working thint you must econsidor—even | Miss Flizabeth o Washiington, whn goliden e i sonie shindng leaves in

when o aren't avtundly worklng you Cwon the Mary Smdth pelee at the Aead -
wre thinking wwd planning wnd owons ey of the Fine Aers o 18917 with
derlng how  you  enn dmprove  your |heeo pdeture Wi linkis that
work. Philadelphians os a0 whode are unape-

1 have known artisty who pefused  preclative of aet,

t fet noy one know thede stadio add - S oy eseso 00 s fgnoraiee, shie
dress, beesse to them it was o0 work= D said, “umd only v wid edueation will

Fhop wd even visits trom theie frivids remedy  that.
st gebed them, They kept the It iom
seerel wo they eonld work o absolute
beave gl guiet,

“Even the PR LT (TR af 0 model dis=
turbis e, Miss Fenton 1'u|l||l|lll'l|-:
"Thot is why 1 peefer to work from |

memory ., Of couvse, that s not ul\\u.\Hl
porsibile, us it is customuory o bive |
Your mlel ok for you when you are
tnking o liewid. |

“When 1 ode the *Seaweed Fonn-
talu® | oused live models, of course— |
B oehild aud wopenl taetle” I

Miss Fenton goes all her work |

| Jeslonsy tooenter fnto their minds,

[ and she has put down many of the seenes

Phere nee Jealousios dgoaet Just s |
there wure At wnsbe, bt oy wetist |
whe ylelds o such o petty feeling ene |
dongers s ot and  destroys somee |
thing beautiful which is in him At
:t-.r.hil-i!inllq your lieny exenses ol ren-
wOplE o sl |||-I'>-»'||'-. Mg |ii‘i.':|--1‘
amd others lu‘-ru: neglvetal, It that
i not always the easme, ns there pee
many generows getists who do not allow

L ondwiys HEed aoe padnt, even when
I was o Hitle givl," she sunde “Yon |

Miss Washingtoy pninta feom naturs

nenr Darby Creek and Abington,  Xhe
hias done work in postel and water eol-
ors which are dear to all lovers of
nature who are fumiline with the beau-
tifnl haunts to be foumd nround the eity,
Al in o small satin-enensed box res

soemed  almost 1o twinkle with life-
likeness and the lips rendy to speak,

1 diked to paint eyes,” said Miss
Washington.  *“They mean so much;
don't you think?

Today, Artist Believes i

Cpgrpons woulid hoedly do in this
diy ol nge,'’ she continaed, 21 think

OLD

/l/leﬂt(zlz'UI; Not Sex, Is 1 hat!

e tefilenes noart

come out, for in my spinion not nearly |
all the persons who stwldy art are nr-
fiata, R, many persons seem to be
ab o standstill just beeanse of lack of
menns, and 46 does semn that  there
should be gome way of helping them.''

In o Jong, narrow rootme ot 208 Wash- |
ington squure, i the studio of Leah |
Ramsny Alexander, who hing o person-
ality s enlorful as the beocades which |
deeorate lier rovin, I

SPhiladelphin women artistg-—why, |
I know  weveeal whome yon shoul] go
aned weey'" she sy gracionsly as she
nushers yon into her workslop, modest]y |
aned  slneerely exelnding herself from
rhut group,

SJust owomdinte, plegee, the light is
wlhnest gone amd there is something 1
mtst do o this batik,  Batiks are whit
I do o oearn wmy living,”" she swiled, )
Cund these are what T do beengse 1
love 10" She went over 1o whers o
group of  pietures were plaved faee to
the wall amd turned up o nunihey of
devornt fve puu-urul-inl.-_. minld winler |

v 4 ;‘*

01.D DIFFERENT

TIME ART PATROLV:

i

Counts and Chotce Must Be
Made Between the Life of

- Painter or Sculptor and

Home, They Matntain
tli thin (st m-..-, a Tl ve e oehat tencling o fine and perfeet

‘.:I. |‘..- detients (H o i itowhich art was
' ra mned notoo haxiry, Miss Har-

| Tendency in Art Vaite ey B Gbied owith  the
Is Wholly Modern donts of Lor fathiors o fainous engraver.

\friipe At e ot the Aeislemy angd N
Ll il e L Sartaln
ile byee Cfastitbmiemt wlt o Rl'ul'll']‘

" pin ig oedbcidually under his
Annee el dlreetion ¢ cxponding

GEE AR cexhibited in ool
i Vogadlens } this country

f ‘ W
1T ||:|\'l'l1.‘.
whieh ore

' . o “1 thank 1l wedent whielh  how
iy . T e i verpllodd nretists
; { {frovig renting stu-
R T TEAIT .. ' TR b b1y sk for any-

.\|. e HLI,..-, Wt Suetpln. ol af 1 i 1 Yoop K uften when
el of 1res it WWhitsoitie | Fié e Friele 1 tue et =tibdios thes find [hat
fiepady in thee 1 f orrmdition gy b sl ' il TS (TS heen

For 1l bl I pe i \ Wi Lo o nothing

o Tl ey i piel vl | Wear ~ gted ik tea and tey

2 ul tiy Z'i:.',l:ll..'lrl-. . I'his Terenoe between o veal artist
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ahotlior prerdre il sope vellow spony |

e wonsin's gopgeons gown, s g0l gnow ow 1o
pgpeer cat out ol pustnd ong Tt owiny |
ot Do ovtlionlox, ™ she pedded with e
lowe, ploasant langh, “but 1 love to de
it
Mo Alexamder ling exhildted ar the
Al aml ¥ar various  water-color

shiow
ook men are very genevous in '1”...““,,_|.

thirie P il nppreciation of wolien | will Hiwl tinw
wrthets vhe swabd, "o fact, T think

[h,...l- sttt willing to coneede eredit

the g et than to o man,  Avtists |

are all et she exeladmed Toynlly, 1

don't v o el nearly ng muaeh

Jonltgss anong them s von de guong

Erops unother  profession nusie, |

I fop fnstane
[ *Phere 15 no mental handieap for a

know lhow o ehild will tike a box of | v a wwnan in any business or pro- |
clay; from (hut ft s cast In plaster paints and muke amd color pictures, | fession=—bit 1 think there is un emos |
and then the bronze or marble statue] g o0 s only In the lust ten yenrs

tionnl hamdieap. It connes down to her

15 made, thut T have really been able to 'study | from the uges. It is the naturnl thing

A8 a child, Miss Fenton wanted to|as I wished,
"

for her lto marry and have children—

vl give npe thie otlie

what you want to i wnly visis

strongly enougl

IV OrsUt lon,

losh voonin for (liow.

woman who B oan artlst, o musiclan |

Miss Beatrice Penton, sculpror, hapes fur the return of

the old-time art patron
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1
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1 Towe tiniin s,

i!lg NN uttetpt b ].N'p the conversmti
impersonal and then vielding in sy

“why, yes, 1 will show You my et e
if you really want to ses thew,*
she broughy oul gorgeously colored |

Miss Harriet Sartain, dean of School of Design for Women, who belieyves that the home enviranment
£ mucll_lmpruwd through murringe, when the wite heapens to be interested ir art, and who insists '
that artists haven't the vies nor the virtues so of ten att. huted to them

o Pt the  finer

hisin ot waorth

TR veral voull only look ut

vgn gl thie exyen of an prtist,
how  much  more  wondeg

everythilng nppears'’ \ s
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