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‘Wy:rer:'om Shooting of Her Husband at

" Summer Camp Makes New Chapter

'in Life of Actress

Who Scorns Mpys.

\ Grundy in Her Search for Love

MADE FUTILE FIGHT TO GET
'SHARE OF FIELD MILLIONS

\fOR THE SON OF DEAD YOUTH
Yeoffed at Need of Marriage and Then

! Became Bride of

Broker Who Gave

. Up Business Life to Cavort with Her

]

in Cabarets N

v

“A RE the rose petals of happiness always to crumple and die in the hands

of pretty Peggy Marsh?

Is sorrow forever stalking on the heels of love along the life path that

e shapely dancer treads?

. Peggy's “love neét” in London with Henry Field, grandson of the
fmous Marshall Field, was the talk of two continents.
She asserted—and the charge was not denied—that the young man,

'Mmpﬁve heir to mllllopa, was the
years old.

When Henry Field died, five
‘months after marrying a beautiful
Virginian, Peggy's lawyers began a
memorable fight to win for “Tony"
the $50,000,000 that Field would
pave inharited. The battle was lost.

The former chorus girl who eon-
eaaled no details of her life with
{Henry Field is now the wife of
Albert “Buddy” Johnson, nephew
of the late Tom Johnson, four times
Mayor of Cleveland.

Their wedded life has been happy. |
At least the public has never heard
the slightest whisper to the contrary.
¢ Only four months ago Johnson, a |
former aviator, proved his devotion |
to Peggy by adopting “Tony,” now |
known legally as Henry Field
Johnson, |

A short time ago the Johnsoru,|
Peggy, lier husband and the mtle[
¢hap che adores, went to Lake Cha- |
teaugay, in Upper New York. Thoy]
were at the camp of Jack Clifford,
jone time husband of Evelyn Nesbit
Thaw.

Growing fainter in Peggy’s mem-
ory were those idyllic but unconven-
tional two years in London when
love sang for her and Henry Field.

Her new love and her boundless
devotion to her boy were building
new tissue over the scars of the

[l past. The rose petals of happiness
lay fresh and fragrant in her palm.
« Then a revolver shot.

The bullet tore through her hus-
band's abdomen and penetrated to
jthe back. The accident—they insist |
# was an accident—occurred near
'midnight on August 81.

Johnson, gravely wounded, said
Ilha revolver was accidentally dis-
charged. The guests at the camp had
been at target practice during the
afternoon. Peggy alone, it was
Mated, was with her husband when
‘the accident came, with its threat to
deprive her of “Tony's” foster-
father,

Cliford washed the wound and
then sped across the lake in a motor-
boat for medjcal aid. Later Johnson
Was taken to the Champlain Valley
Bospital at Plattdburg.

. The State police tried to find the
shirt Johnson was wearing when the
Fevolver was discharged. They were
teld it had been torn up for bandages.

Johnson, the police declare, said
the revolver belonged to Clifford.

latter insisted that the weapon
Was owned by the wounded man.
The police tried to find the revolver,
but failed.

Clifford told investigators Rhat
the revolver had been brought to
Phattsburg by Miss Olive Sherring-
“am, little “Tony's" governess, At
Plattsburg the governess insisted

that the weapon was still at the
tamp,

First Mysterious Shot

In Love’s New Dream

'hs'r:m!]l Boyce, of the New York
te police, declared he was far from
Mtlsfied with the statements obtained at
e enmp and the hospital,
lhool gave me two versions of the
b H.., " salil Boyce, *‘Once she snid
f husband had accldentally pulled the
nllr-r. Later she saild the revolver
8 discharged when 1t was dropped.
AL learned 1t was Jack Clifford
meell who maie the dash across the
fm! in a motorbonr for n physiclan
llﬂrclintply wlter the shooting, That 1s
S :I{::‘e of a statement by Zflru. John-
.l;‘?ﬂ‘lhetr?::‘, unkuown camp attache
¢ wanted the wshirt to msee If it
;::I Powder-stained, Dr. Thurber, of
"’I“"l’l\’”l". who went to the camp,
Nlnrl-dm the wound already had been
g \]vith an antiseptic and that if
Ilrnn:-m been powder burns ahout the
- "0 wound they were not present
th he cxamined the patient.'’

atever the discrepancies in the ac-
::f.ll- lll‘ﬂl the police they might be
ann'}m I:u part by the hysterienl mo-
ing Fﬂr Peggy that followed the shoot -
. Iuﬁ:lm“ fright often distorts jm-

" Whilp the State
police admitted]
anre pusaled by mome feuturcl-mof l‘th{

%ting the count thori
ofu' ¥ suthoritles shared
%‘J /‘E ’;l:rl:gu.. District Attorney

Coffey were cun-
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father of her child “Tony,” now six

-

wihgwi

v FELwl ¢

. IDYLLIC HAPPINESS OF PRETTY PEGGY
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Peggy Marsh Jonnson and her husband, “Buddy” Johnson, former
broker and now dancing partner with his actress wife in Atlantic

City cabarets

Peggy Marsh and her son “Tony”

enbaret engagement, On the night of
the shooting, he sald, some time was
passed in going over the dance,

“At 10:30 most of us retired,’’ Jack
went on, *'At 11 o'clock I henrd a
screanm from Johneon's room. ‘Then
there were sounds which led me to be-
lieve that a fuss was in progress. |
hurrled up to the door und 'eggy ran
to me."’

Cliford snld Peggy cried:

“Bud has shot himself."'

Says He Gave First Aid
to Johnson in His Room

“Bud was Iying on the floor,”" he
continued. *“'He told me that his re-
volver had been accldentally discharged
when he was putting 1t away. 1 tore
up the nightshirt he was wearing, and
urll-r wnahing the wound with jodine,
bound it wp."

There the matter stands as far as the
county authorities are concerned, ap-
parently. .

Peggy and *“‘Buddy’' Johnson have
been married now for twenty months,
long enough for the honeymoon rap-
tures to be succeeded by loving compan-
lonship or disillusion.

Has Peggy changed her attitude to-
ward marriage and the problem of mated

ves?

. 'i'hn slender, graceful young woman
who danced her way into the heart of
Henry Field did not give two snaps of
her tapering fingers for the marringe
ceremony.

Even three years after Field's death,
as the husband of another woman, and
only a year before ler marringe to
Johnson, Peggy expressed views about
\\-ecllnck_whl'::t shocked friend and enemy
nlike.

**1 am convinced that in a few years
the necessity of a marriage ceremony
will bo done away with,"" she said.

I believe that people are coming
more and more to realize that true af-
fection should be the bond between a
man and a woman apd not the rigid
chalns of the law.

“iNature tells every woman that she
has o right to motherhood and that that
i the fulfillment of her life. I do not
4ee how the marriage ceremony can
make or mar that right. -

v'Burely. when a woman loves a man
it {s her right for that mnn to ho the
father of her children if the ecconomle
welfare of her children is providel for.

Scorn of Society Is
Deemed Uncalled For

“The penalty Inflicted by society
upon the unmarried mother who cannot
provide for her child and whose father
makes no provislon for It I8 too cruel
for many women to enter that state at
present,

‘“Therse are thousands of couples who
live together wholly because thelr af-
fection keeps them together, and are
truly  happy, although unmarried,
Often after marriage the novelty wears
off. ., The man thinks: ‘Well, she is
mine now, I can do as I like,' Often
the woman feels that ahe is tied for-

¥ ihey thus become twe. misersble

mortuls, whereas If there had becn no
legal mnrriage there would Lave been

o thought in either mind of the com-

pulsion to stuy nnd, more than likely,
no wish to separate,

“1 think that a man and a womnn
should live together omly us long as
they care for one nnother. ‘l'iie first
five years of companfonship will tell
them if they care deeply enough to live
together the rest of their llre:;."

But in the next breath, Peggy alrily
tried to sweep away the conmroquences
which even she realized would result
from her radical doctrine of maled
love.

“[ do not mean,'’ she sald, “‘that
men should flit from one wowan to an-
other, or that women should flit from
une man to another, That 15, of course,
wrong."’ '

Wanted Peggy to Hide
Her Romance Abroad

This faunting of her views on love
must have been gall to Marshall Fileld,
3d, brother of Henry and grandson of
the founder of the Iield fortune,

Marshall Kleld, 3d, and his wife,
who was Evelyn Martin, a New York
soclety girl, have thelr hearts set on
brilliant social triumphs on that glam-
ourous isle of Manhattan.

The Marshall Flelds are building a
wonderful home there. The site is in the
mosnt fashionable block of East Sixty-
ninth street., The house will have a big
ballroom and an unusually large num-
ber of guest chambers, indicative of
plans for extensive entertnining.

The sltuation carelessly created by
Peggy and Henry Field in a dazzle of
youth, love and luxury bas been a bitter
embarrassment to the Field family.

The Fields would have lked to mee
Peggy tuck herself away in some re-
mote corner of Europe, or Asia, for
that matter, They wonld have been
content if Peggy had been caught by
the reputed lure of the Bouth Sea ixles
and passed her lfe in an utmosphere of
cocoanuts, palm trees and gross skirts.

But the palm and cocoanut groves
that appeal to the pretty dancer, are
found in cabarets and hotel |li\1ln;
rooms. - And as for the grass akirts,
she is willing to don one for a dance
number if the booklog agent requires it.

Peggy does not want to leave New
York and other points Kast. Has ﬂ_.
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in the will meant any issue., Wher-
ever ‘‘legal [ssue’’ was Intended, he
sald, it was always so specified.

Says Young Milllonaire
Agreed to Support Son
“‘After Henry Field and Peggy Marsh

bad erred they acted pretty decently on
both sides,’’ sald Judge Dunne. **When
faced with maternity Peggy Marsh was
neither a coward nor an infanticide.
Bhe bestowed upon her son the love of
a mother., Henry Field proved himself
to be a man. He lavished money upon
the son and the mother, left nothing
undone that would add to thelr com-
fort, and before marrying signed a con-
tract to support them.'

The attorney then introduced a mgr
of the agreement. According to_ the
contract Mr. Field was to pay Miss
Marsh during thelr joint lives $10,000
a yenr for the support of herself and
the boy. As the boy became five and
ten years old the sum was to be in-
erensed by $2500, to go toward hias edu-
eation. Mr. Field also took out an in-

e polley for $100,000, of which
;;n'tnhn: eupnt of his death $20,000 would

| g0 to the mother and the child, and the L

a heritage of war service, Hundreds of | gitorneys for Peggy and Tony,”' or
returned fighting men found humdrum | “Bunny,'" as she sometimes called the
impossible after the exclte- | boy, contended that Fenry Fiell left

ments of war. “issue’’ when he died unexpeoctedly in
Urged by Peggy, Johnson also de- | July, 1017,
cided on & stage career. He was a good hey peinted to Henry Anthouy

dancer when he met the former ciiorus | Marsh, now Henry Field Johnson, and

girl, and he became n better duncer |8ald: ““Thero is ‘the frsue.”

under her expert tutelage, . !
The tracks were clear, the signals|neys for the Fleld estute Insisted that

wers set the right way and success the founder of the fortune meant *‘legal

twinkled up the line for the young cous

It was even rumored that Peggy's

oceans of publicity would not harm

them as box-office attractious.

chlﬁ:;: ::lltlT]:l:llu or leas of lead may [ ms the will stipulated. In the eves of

And what of little Henry Field Jobn- This latter contention was upheld by
n, Peggy's darling ‘“Tony''? the varfous Judges who nmJ tu
uno:Ldﬂd informally as En. among them Judge Dem?l?u ﬁ. C

old's “lnsue”

Peggy Marsh in her English “love nest,” which she left to return
to America to make futile fight to have son share in millions of
Marshall Field estate

Fields, anxious to have Henry's wﬂd|lhr~ law. The Bupreme Court of Il

oats forgotten.
Discreet advances were made to far- | buttles in the lower courts. More than

Governor Dunne, of Illinoie, | $1,000,000 was spent in legal fees, the

P'eggy’s nttorney, An annuity of £4000 | Field estate paying the piper,

was offered the dancer if she would ex-

=L|l°th:l:h"‘;ul.,fmm New \""k. ’f“‘.l “r' old, “Tony'" a multi-millionaire ye-

“urope or far away in the| voived yround that one word *‘issue.”

But Peggy’s *No, thunk you," was| Field Millions Tied Up
not less eniphatie because it was framed ? 4 rs
in the best legal phrareology thut ex- by Well-Rivited Will
.Iu:\llelDEmna as at his command, Marshall Field, the Chicage mep-
X l:j‘ what was more, she went gally | chane tied up his millions in & copper-
nhead ‘with her plans for a stage cu- | oo la™scher fund for eventual distri

“Buddy'" Johnson hud tried his y
band a5 a stock broker. He bad sood button among his grandsons, Henry and

business blood in bim, inherited from In his will the merchant direct
bis father, who was president of the W vrltho Frcted
.\'aﬁmu I“"igm?d ('oﬂ‘itmll)" that if elther died “'without issue' be-
ut the business blood was counter- " y
balanced by a nimble dancing abiiity {:j.:,m'?r" wax. (0'i0 10" the ‘syrviviug
and an Indefinable something that was In summing up thelr neguinents, the

| nois decided that, after hotly fought

Peggy's whole fight to make six-year-

Marshall, Sd.

fore the final distribution of the estate,

“'l|;ony';‘i.lohnnnll;|. who was
when his mother married “Buddy”
and the latter adopted the son of H‘;nr;o:‘?:l‘;?

In meeting this contention, the attoe-

issue.'" They also polnted to the boy
and said:

““Hu muy be the {ssue to Henry Fleld;
we do not dispute it; but he is not
the legal, lawful, legitimate |ssue, such

the Inw Henry Fleld died childless,"

of Henry

young Chicago millionaire

“The will shows an evident pride in
the perpetuntion of the name of Field,"
said Judge Sullivan,
scarcely be considered consistent with
the ovident intent to have the name and
fortune linked, and at the same time
fund be creawed for the support of
children who could not legally bear the
namae of Fleld.'

The court then mentioned *‘the focl-
mthy naturally evoked
ireast’’ for the child in the
case, and added,

remainder would be so invested as to

“and this could

I
Field promised to warry her or that
xihm_rI ever expected him to marry her,

“but en=es must b
decided on Lthe luw as it exisls and not
B& any ong may think it should be,'’

The battle over the word
was fought all over again in another
mlb. l.t“l‘

Introdueed fo me., He was in Engla
living with his mother and was ju:t :l?t
of college. Ho bad ween me on the

Jhicago court a “‘_" & number of times and admired

Former Governor Dunne's a

ayos ot hicago.

I X

eil'd.“zu is nut ﬂb'ﬁ'& the Cook County Huperior

J

me :
oacreunmthnmm mﬁ'u-!mfmu-m-l
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given a legal name

ring them an income of 5 per cent.
*eggy never asserted that Henry

VENTIONAL WEDLOCK AT LAST CRUSHING

MARSH2"

Peggy Marsh in gorgeous ball
costume she wore in New York
at charity affairs for Babies'

O

his who had met me, 1 was a

ing at the Galety Theatre on the

in a musical comedy, and Mr. Fleld aps
ran & ‘'supper one evening after
performance, I attended under the s
cort of this mutual friend.

Americanism the Bond
That Led to Romance

“I found Henry a charming. unafs
fected boy and we both discovered a
bond at once in our Intense Americin-
fsm. I was born in Chelsea, Mass., al-
though the greater part of iy atage
work has been on the other side, solely, *
however, through thsa c¢hance which
#seeus to guide the fortunes of those
who live through the theatra,

‘““Before 1 went home the night of .
the supper Mr. Field had asked pers
mission to eall, and I hud given it, Qur
attachment seemcd instantaneiud, On
hiz second visit to me he told me he
loved me and I was sure Le did. I,
know that I loved bim., We had many
a little holiday uad week-end trip to=
gether,

“After we Lad known each other
about six montlis Henry propos:d that
we take a small house and [ agreed.
For about two years we were as bappy

Hospital

as two persons ever can hope to be.

“In 1018, when 'Bunny,’ our little
son, was born, 1 think our love for
each other was at its helght. Henry
was itnmensely happy and proud of the
baby. All the arrangements made them
for the little fellow's care were Henry's
own ideaas.

‘*As I have said, in all those happy
months I did not present myself to any
one as Henry's wife. As much as I
loved him I knew [ could never do
that. lle never tried to deceive me as
to what I might expect. He told me
Iwnestly of the plans ithat bad been

mide for his future and how he had
hewn traiped with the idea that he
wane to take his place some day Im
Amsricin business affairs."’

Tbe tranquil Hfe of the ‘love nest**

ended when Henry Fleld volunteered for

service with the British Army.

was detailed as chauffeur for an officer
of the British general staff and had
perved for several months, when his
Lenlth became impalred,

An Indefinite leave of absence was

arranged for Field and he told Pe
he wns ;olnﬁ to America to visit hie
brother and hi
land. Letters came regularly to Peggy
in her London flat. Then the ‘‘love
| bubble'* burat,

s friends. He left Eng-

Henry Field told her of his approach=

ing marriage to Nancy IMerkins, daughs,
ter of the late Mr. and Mrs. T. Mon-
care Perkine, of Richmond, Va. Mrs.
Perlsins was one of the ‘'beautiful Lang-
horne sisters,'' one of whom is L:ﬂ
Antor, a member of the British Heuss
of Commons, another the wife of Charles
Dana Gibson, the illustrator,

Peggy had her first great sorrow

You must understand,’’ she sald,|when young Field becams a byl

ened when o X ]
alter an operation. er one Conses
lation was ‘'‘Tony," budding inte &

“It wus In 1915 that Henry was

chubby, lovable little boy
edly agninst the necessity of ma g
nhe, lm'llhl. to find huppiness In o

she being tr

mo\l':‘,lil her ?I.” fade

Introduction and re-
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tome time before the Supreme Court|in Februnry, 1017. Her sorrow -
decision, ‘‘that I never represented my- t"

[#elf as Henry Field's wife, either be-
fore or after his death. I have never
mlsrepresented or colored one ineident
in our relationship,

died in the following J

Although she had declaimed »o pﬂiﬁ

in & eruoll




