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ELOISE turned and could have
heartily echoed his curse, Q was
[l eming along between the bedges, tall
| 8d grim and graceful, Bhe wished him
| o thousand miles away. She knew now
{sty her craving for experi-
ust play out this Ferdy game
move, Q's coming

i ast dangerous
[ 48 the | erhaps a respite,

a postponetnent,
1 be motioned soothingly to .
8 " sent for him on purpose,’’ wshe
aid, at which he prowled back to hls
: and drained his ginss at one
& $eeathless draugh
-~ While Ferdy ¢

irained hls glass, Mine
(rinscoombe, In the very large,
| well-ordered bedroom that had been her
® father's and mother's, moved slowly
taking off her gloves and hat
anging from black silk blouse and
to a sheer gown of
room was closely
¥ guter heat and w

haded from the
ith a light breeze,
uring steadily through the Venetlnu
it was almost cool.
heavy chintz curtains,
Javender in tint, as were the
{es of the enormous
the covering of the lounge,” and
* the cushions of the niﬁl :nli't:onur chalr.
s wera purplis ue,
b | ne . pwhich there
1 in the room, this dim gray-
space with its tall occupant made
ghostly reflections.
.Relda, with her dark-gray halr,
stony-gray face, and
dress, seemed far less solid than
huge bureaus and wardrobes,
gwam about an a fish swims dimly in a
among large rocks,
ted her toilet, she sat
down before the smaller of the two
pureaus and fastened a bracelet on her
The tortolse-shell clock
that matched her brushes and boxes ani
trays signaled to her with slender hands
that it was five o'clock.
The early part of the afternoon had
been spent at o directors’ meeting down
where Miss Helda had
" teen hard put to it In the defense of
. Bales, The protests against his
nagement of the Mills Hospital
had, it seemed,: suddenly taken upon
thamselves o new and startling life and
y had had weight and per-
Not since the lawyer she had
in his defense severnl years
bad so effectively cleared the
physiclan hkd there been any such
wangous attack against him,
was now told of proven mistakes, negli-
reaces that could not be duplicated nor
The workmen
a formal demand for his removal, for a
thorough investigation of howpital con-
ditions, RBuch a removal would be, for
anything ghe might do, n death-blow to
Ma practice in Sluypenkill,
fluence the Grinscoomber
% bear could save I
Igorance and Indolence had, been ad-
mitted by the directors and the board.
Belda had sald what she dared in
not too much,
®ough, probably, to prevent unplens-
She thought now
she would go downstalrs and write
8 forceful letter to Mr. Graham.
of course, do something.
sh of her necessity stung her
She looked up from
fastening of her bracelet amd met
fo the mirror Ler own staring gray
98, That secret timidity of theirs re-
itselt, and ber heart missed its

“It's the face of a coward,’’ Miss
made comment, and wondered for
after thirty-nine
yam of going softly, it might not be
to fling aside the old ugly precau-

Bhe woull like for the rest of her
to d:lnw t{ree breath,

v 8he must in a few minutes

Bt her tyrant, the

fmpered tyrant that, without so much

had enveloped her

o

Having comple

She was tired.

nles, once hin

Bales’ defense,

fagped epivit dully,
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8 & spoken threat,
whole life with n
t sometimes must bave dragged
wn from even a semblance of self-
Perhaps he had heard of the
Increaned ill-feeling at the Mills and
™3 coming to prod her champlonship.
o8 together and
on o o 1ed hlmhdend.
one of the women who, In
More adaptable days, would have carrled
Ir polson In o ring. At the summons
she stood up,
hed & bandkerchief in pungent
& and went downstairs to greet
In the drawing room,
where Heloise and
rry evening tonsteil
o a 01 uit once more in-
vastly more impressive than
- gilded neighbor ucross the hall, All
t browns and duns were now
a brond afternoon light
through four
gh which the dawn and
le in bands of green and
alp was moted and still;
eusts were in full-bodied,
Dr. Rales stood with his
. flood of light and looked
Hlu!lruu o tolld mass edged with
¢ snld, the Instant she came In,
e on rather an unpleasant
ihd because this was so unlike
Indivectness and suavity, Miss

I ring for tea?' she asked
and he considered the re-
a full minute, blowing

ying ber look, wis

marshmallows, o roc

Pouring  wteny
Windows, tliroy

Mand out g

elleve not, thank you, Selda.''
N they sented themmelyes, Misw
rawing n curtaln between her
thand the hot lght,
4 be unpleasant, Willinm?"*
“T've had a
All sorts of dis-
up—and I belleve that,
owner of the Mills, wmy

William"' — she
stralght at him and held her-
you should try to

* unsmilingly,

I amn not sure myself that
ither very efficlent or
Your manngement
LI not fair to rely upon
5 0 pallinte your neglect.'

U8 facinl expression suffered
lutlon as though ping

1o AYE heen @

* that It went into

sirvangement. He spread it out

¥ iome inner reassurement.

W feciing “nlong his thinly trousered,

oo g Cf

0. rew up her
velvet-banded neck and William I:‘Illﬂl
hl." eanleat smile,

Helda, I don't like Q. And I want

to warn you that I can’t countenance
llhvl-aeiatltlm with Helolse,"'
v &1y fnintly her grayness dyed itself.
"You—can’t-—countenance?’’ shs sald,
each zllubh A stepping-stome mcross a
ver ugh of deep disgust,

Quite wo. I can't and I won't. The
E“’ man must be put quite where he

longs, which is emf:hntlmllr not in
the B:nilhn of a favored suitor of

Helo W
- &w;r'bn do you know about
“Know ‘about Q? But why should

unﬂy.lng be known about such m per-
son ?

Bales nodded over his fingers, now
aliding about his chin, v

“I mee. You simply let him by be-
cauke you think he doesn't suficiently
matter—Is that it? But, Selda, I want
to tes! you that in justice to your dig-
nity, you can't allow him the fresdom
of your house., He In making a laugh-
Ing-stock of the Manor—all t’lurpsn in
is amused by thils ignorant young ad-
venturer, who s trying to seduce a
hotel waltress and at the same time
trylng to win Miss Heloise Grins-
coombe for his wife,"

'.:What are you saying, Willam?"'

'l:ha truth, I have kept an eye on
Q. T. Kinwydden—think of his name!
and an ear open concerning him, too,
He I neither a very safe nor a very nice
oung man. Take my word for it,

lda, He in playing fast and loose
with any woman .nl', enough to be
romantic over a handsome cowboy, I
don't want Heloise and you to become

a laughing-stock—well, more than
that; it Isn'e safe to go mbout with
him. 8She has encouraged his conceit.
When the time comes, ag of course
it's bound to come, for her to admin-
fster a snubbing, she'll get a shock.
That sort of experience with a man
who Is not a gentleman, whose women
bave been the girla of dancing-lalls
and dingy commercial hotels—who—"'"

""What do you want me to do, Wil-
liam?'' Her voice was llke a trembling
blade, *'Of course I don't accept a
word of this!"'

**Call bim in here and send him to
the right-about. Ile has given Heloise
one fright—some people met her driv-
ing with him, and they tell me she
looked like nn angry ghost,''

‘"But, William, you expect me to act
upon an opinlon which is emphatically
not my own. You don't know the con-
fidence I have felt in him, the—the—*'

“1 don't wint to know anything
except just that I am going to get my
wny in this matter.  You may not be
able to support my interests .nt the
hospital,, but 1 do feel, at least, thag
here, where I am working only for
your interestr, I do deserve the con-
alderation of being believed and ylelded
to, Heloise is being talked about as
Q's alternative pleasure with a town
wnitress, and he I8 quite capable of
boasting In the corner saloon at such
explofts,** +

“You say—'call him in'?"’

"'He's in your garden at present
with Heloise. Can’t ‘he be sent for?
Fadden Is there, too.”

Miss Selda's hands pressed each
other, ‘'Ferdinand Fadden?"’

The doctor's bright, determined little
eyes pricked her. No, he had never
spoken his threat; but now his hand
slipped, as though in absent-minded-
ness, Into pockets, and brought out a
fint, thin pocket-book. He poked his
fingers here and there as though in-
atinctively they sought for old faded
papers. He returned it to his coat ae
.\lihn"tieldn. gray-white, walked over to
a hell.

“Please toll Mr. Kinwydden, Robert,
that I want to see him in the drawing-
room.” You'll find him in the garden.'’
8he hestitated., *‘And tell Miss Helolse
I want to see her, too; that she will
have to excupe hereelf from Mr. Fadden,
And now, Willliam, gince you dictate
this necessity, what am I to say?'"

I'm Not Sure I don't Love Him''

“*Ah, I suppose I can suieiy ieave
that to you, Selda. I am not disturbing
myself on that account,'

“*You have brought no definite necu-
sntions, 1 have received this young
man, He has always conducted him-
welf quite beautifully, I like him.”
She mmiled curiously., “I'm not sure
that I don't love him."

“What nonsense, Belda! You are
to forbid bim the house—and Helolse!"'
“*Suppose she defies me.'’

“‘She will hardly do that."

‘Come, Willinm, you must really
glve me some plausible excuse for being
brutal to a guest:'’

““Tell him that, as a dutiful guardian,
vou have investigated Lim, and don't
like the results.'’

“In other words, I am to insult him
with a lie."’

“You were nsking for help—'' lLe
protested sullenly,

“T believe I can do better with-
out it."”

They were silent. Misa Selda's face
sharpened Into its resemblance to a
gulllotined aristocrat, Presently Helolse
came in, followed h{ Q. Miss Selda,
gripping the arms of her chalr, looked
up at them both with blank staring
eyes. She had =et the guard on waver-
ing and self-betrayal, but she could not
command her blood, which had left her
set mouth, Dr, Sales played with his
watch-chain, moved to the window,
hummed softly.

“Q," sald Miss Belda steadily, ns
one recites & lesson, ''I am sorry to be
driven to a most uncomfortable neces-
sity,”" She paused. Helolse, who lLad
dropped into a chair, stirred quickly,
glancing. at Q. He stood before Miss
Seldn, gently and shyly, a color in his
checks, His foen didn't change, but he
looked slowly across the room at Dr.
Sules' back, then slowly again at Miss
Selida, and his eyes hardened.

“You're ngoin' to tell me that you
huve heepd something against me.”
“No,'"" she sald, "I have heard
nothing againet you., It is only that,
after a great deal of diffcult thinking,
I have got some advice, and 1 have
come to a conclusion, It might, after
nll, be easier for us both, if Heloise
went out—""

At this Heloise rose quickly. *'I'll

go back to Ferdy," she mnid, and
passed out of the room, witchlike and
awift. Q leoked after her, then back
at Miss Selda, Now they were both
nle,
v “Did you eall in doe because you
thought mebbe what you was nagoin’
to hand to me would be too much for
iny health?'' drawled Q.

“Dr. Bales is my—adviser,"”" she
answered quickly and proudly.

She had now, helped by his scoring,
made up her mind to ruthlessness and
lind havdened the one small spot of
compunetion that hud been Q's gift to
her matured worldiness.  After all, such
would, in any ca e, have been the end
of ' courtship—""We have consulted
together on the advisability of per-
mitting your asrociatlon with wmy niesce,
Of course, you must understand that
I maide @ consbiderable concession to
vou in the first pluce, because 1 real-
jzedd that the cleeumstanees of your—-
acqunintagee with her were decidedly
out of the ordinary. DBut won't you
sit down?" 4
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