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Mother Ederle Scolded and Lectured
Daughter Gertrude in Vain When
She Learned Youngster Could Out-

point Boys at Their Games

BUT WHEN SHE CAPTURED *
SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIP
SHE BECAME ‘WONDER GIRL’

Plays Baseball Like a ‘Pro’ and Knows
Value of a Poker Hand, and Yet She

Is Good at Housework, Too

T LAST the “Tomboy” is justified!

At last a real place In the sun has been accorded the romping hoyden-
ish girl who refuses to be hampered by the conventionality of clinging
skirts even when shortened to “flapper” brevity.

A girl of fifteen who can play baseball with the most skillful boys of
her own age, who knows the value of a poker hand, who can jump and

swimming champion,

And in every part of the United |

where fond but prudent

parents are shaking admonishing|
fingers at the too strenuous exub- |

crance of girl offspring and saying

“Don't be a tomboy,” the retort un-

answerable is coming:

“What about Gertrude Ederle? |

1«n't she a ‘tomboy’? And wouldn't
vou be proud of her?”

And usually the proud pnrentu:

vlance at the stories of Gertrude
and are silent for the nonce at least,

Into the whirl of New York one
morning a blue-eyed baby was born,
To her parents it was an event to he
heralded from the tops of the high-
est buildings.

To others it was a matter of no
importance. Many more blue-eyed
liabies came into New York the same

hut New York was not interested.

HEN the average eix-year-old
pirl waa playing with a doll
or jacks Gertrude Ederle choss a

baseball,
playing

buneh.”

Beach 1

in the rear.

‘Baseballs and Not Dolls
Were Her Choice for Toys

When lher older sistera were
Gertrude
away phaying baseball with “the

“houge”

When the international swim-
ming racewas ended at Brighton
was Gertrude who led
the field of fifty and one of the
older sisters was floundering far

mwas

| method.

| her own,

| wheel,

Somchow,

But this particular blue-eyed baby | one couldn’t hold out ngainst that,
was not to go unnoticed long, for |

her praises for her recent victory “! boy,

Brighton Beach, where she won the
international championship, swim-

ming three and one-half miles in,

1 hour, 1 minute and 34 2

-5 seconds. |

When Gertrude was a little girl |

he was not satisfied with sitting
about nursing flaxen-haired

dolls. |

Rather was she interested in seeing |
the wheels go round, and she would |

poke her smudge of a nose into the

mechaniem of any and all of her |

toys,

It was nothing less than fatal to!
loave a clock in reach of her prying, |

chubby fingers, because she would
twist and turn it until she was sur-
rounded by a impenetrable maze of
wires and wheels. All the intric-
acies of the inner workings of a
clock would be laid bare before her:

Was Regular ‘Tomboy,’
but Liked Frilly Frocks

To be a “lady” was not her idea
at all, and simply because she was
hampered by skirts she had abso-
lutely no intention of mnot climbing
poles and turning hand eprings, if
e so desired, She was a regular|
Tomboy Taylor,

And yet through it all there was

L

un undeniable touch of femininity
which made her peep into a mirror

tn make sure her hat was “on
straight,” and to coax her mother
to buy sheer, frilly things, which
were sure to come to grief on the
nail of a post which Gertrude hap-
pened to be vaulting.

It is inconcetvable that the mind of |
ons small child could think up so many

iisehlovous pranks, But Gertrude al-
wayy admitted them with such charming
frankness, yet the proper amount of
regret, that forgiveness was eertain,

and sunny, for Gertrude had a strenu-

Rehonl days were intermittently dark |

ous and emphatie dislike for most of |

lier studles, though she did like his-
ey,

But, blessed thought, there wers al- |

Wars gumes (o ba played after school,
il mot n gume of jacks, which meant
Stthng quictly on nostep and bounelng
© ball up aud down,
o that!

But theawlng o ball, with a good,
lusky arm back of it Well, that wns

Molething of which any givl might be
oy,

Auninst any boy in school Gertrude |

Wil
hall,

matell her skill T
: bringing cheers of appreciation
fram enthusiastic rooters a8 she slid

batting n|

lome in a elond of dust and a “hlrll

of bothersome skirts und long legs,
Just before dinner when the fading

of doylight and an fnward cmptiness |

would tell her 1t whs time to go home,
she  woull tuck books under arms
Wil ey to slip in unnoticed,

Disheveled, dirt-stronked, face flushed
with the exertion of healthful exerclse
and her eyes shining with fun and the
oy of living, she would listen meekly
0 the seolding which usunlly eame,

Charming Dimple Acted
as Cloture for Leclures

lITrula thut she would grow up to
be u!tomboy and mot a lady, like her
oldet sister Margaret, seemed to hold
B terrors for her, because she would

Ak "
loes . o aBag ls

Any une wml-]l'

Dut,
\

Her baseball
“windup"

somehow,

tion of New York,

the winter months,
ciently proficient to qualify for the relny
team sent by lher organization,
5. AL, to Detroit
| dunior unational
plonship,
bhad attempted auything of that sort,
but slie helped to win the event for
her tenm in record time,

little to say on the snbject. He would

usually maintain a neutral

paper would have uhovm a twinkle In
his eye,

The woman's page of a newspaper,
even the “funnies,'” were passed up
untll Gertrude had turned to the sport-

ing page to find out just what was
what In the world In which she was

most interested,

When she was a!gi:t years old her

family took a cottage at Highland, N.

J., a small’ summer colony some two
Gertrude

hours' ride from New York.
merely existed through the cold win-

ter months, dreaming always of the

glorious summer to come,
Highland is on the Shrewsbury Riv-

er, which meant boating and swimming

to Gertrude’s heart's desire,

When she went to ITighland she lived
Prior to the summer
outings her acqunintanea with water
was chisfly through splashing about in
cold
showers, fBut when she eaw the river

in a bathing suit.

n bathtub or shivering wunder

sho wanted to learn to swim.

| Gertrude Took to Water

Just Like a Duck Does

; She began with the well-known doggy
wrestlo with the largest of “‘the gang,"” has heen crowned an international | paddle to keep her chin above water,

and to exercise sufficlently to keep

warm,

Witliln two weeks she managed to
| keep going with this paddle stroke, and
the faet that ghe had accomplished this
| mueh encournged her and made her
‘want to learn a different and better
She soon realized that the
| doggy paddle was not the thing to do.
| 80, carefully watching others, she ded
| veloped a ‘‘wild'" overhand stroke of
With this she did managas to
mnke more progress, but it was stren-
[uous and tired her very ensily.

JBut it was not all swimming !

In the country she had a chance to!
| turn eartwheels and handsprings,
| & nonk where no one could see her first
sue turned
and turned until she mastered the eart-
Finally she eame out in the

far-from-graceful attempts,

Inpon with it.

Roys whosp famllles had cotiages st
#lt demurely thefugh the parental 1""'!laghlrlnri soon realized that a “‘real
i/ny and lustily proclaimed the fact, | tures and then a suggestion of a qimple | foller"

| would appenr in her check.

gought her when a  bnll

started,

Ihn redoubtable Gertrude,

Defore  Gertruide was  thirteen

it possible for her to proctice during

Soon she was suffi-

the W,
te compete in the
AN0-yard rFlay
his was the first time she

When Gertrude was fourteon she was

stlencs,
though a glance behind his evening

In

was in their midet, and they
game wns
And any boy member of the
It was usunlly Gertrude's mother who erowd whe could not turn handsprings
now the sporting world is singing  pointed out the horrar of helng n tom- '\mull devolo much time and energy to-
her futher had | { ward learning in order to compete Wllh

nlu-

joined the Woman's 8Swimming Associa- |
A lurge pool made

cham- |

gradunted from grammar school. 8he
prepared to stay at home and help her
mother with the hougework., But swim-
ming had got ita hold and trips to the
pool were more frequent.

There sha met Low Handley, a swim-
ming expert, and he began to correct
her utyle of swimming, It was in
reality a ease of learning all over agaln

for Gertrude, but she kept at it until into the Bhrewsbury River, swim about |
she had maostered what Is known as tlle a bit and they dash off to get into u
“'gix bent double trudgeon ecrawl)’ ball game, A cousin visited them o=
Her duties at home curtailed her | caslonally, and to Gertrude he was an
practice. 8he visited tha pool only 0« | ohject of envy,
casfonally during the winter, making | fingers in him mouth he could whistle
no wspecinl effort and sncrificing DON® 4 joud, sharp note which might be heard
of her pleasures to get there. [ for n ity block. Ho eousin hecame b
And in the summer she would dip | tutor and she became so adepf that
she abandonod tha feminine *‘yoo-hho.”

Gertrude then began imitating birds,

|
' learned a peculinr eat call, and even

she would put on some pretty and In-
trieate “‘frills."’

|
| Lagt summer,

she entered a hundred-yard dash ot
the People’s Palace, Jersey City, and

individual victory, anid it was then that |
she really became interested
tering th» swimming stroke.
| entering contesta and traveled to Bos-
ton, Buffalo and Canada, With her it
wns ahout the snme motive which im-
pelled her at sehool: she wanted to be
out in front, Then began her real anid
intensive trnining.

And nlmost every swimming contest

cloge tn the winner na to spur her on
tn mare strenuous practice ench day.
The summer at Ilighland Inst year
was o husy ane, - Deplorable ns it might
rooms would get dusty and
mended and pressed,

soom to liep,
clothes must he
the remnining bit of
she wns off for the
a5 baseball in her

been tuken and
dust fHeckerdl awny,
river,  And  just

Gertrude Ederle likes baseball '

|

|

younger diiys Ll Lept liep late for din-

ner, sn Fher swimming practive, Hor

lon now wiys perfecilon in enduronee

When Gertrade vntersd the Iay Cup
raec at gt ] Nugiisr 1 L
L CEPRATE O [ A

nner.  bler elule Lund Do pisi I i
Bang vt and named ey as
withst | forr oo ol thiree

Former Girl Champions
Bowed to “Little Tom-Boy"

bt ns she stomd m ll.-‘-"”-'.“‘: ITHA
Wit "‘I " Il"i o ‘l L"I
[tk I [ Vit g 14 ol
connty N B o] )
1 Poonig-tan " 1|' Cint 1hut
next o * Helen Wiy il
the  Mmervvean wll=upongng clidragoaon,
'.! toer ol o hingtdr Culit b noth
|'_'|' o Stntes, in ]lun\; | mind In
Fourope, il not even opise Rotrinee o
TSI T Nor il the fact that a
Tew feot awny was Hlda Jann ¢, the
youthiful stay frome Girent Medtain, who
bawil e Ithie oeen SE PP 1S T
And right Lesil I.- rowis dudnry Ableon |
Riggin, 1 Vbt o e Bist Olyviapie
Botues, the Ttle swimmer who p
-fft:u'r.--:n “ll I.--.Ii]n:1.'.-llflhl'.
plondies of poyalty with the aplomb of

a veberon.

The presones of (hese vle tors of ninny

an iu[unrl- brttle ;|1||-I Itle outward
Impression on Jittle GeroMde,  PPhe only
thing that seetilngly manrered lm G-
nimity  wos  the  driving vn that
swept across the ocenn !lnu'l whipped
about her bare limbs with a Btinging

| &nnp.

t;“twn‘ came lh:; sharp erack of the
starter’s gun and soon the wat
heing churned by 100 Minla:runlwu

p—

iwllnn whistling a llvely popular tune |

ROMP-[/VG “TOM-BOY” W[/VS REJL PLJC'E /
AS 15-YEAR-OLD GIRL 1S CROWNED WATER

1

becnuse stuffing his |

er|

despite the fact that |’

she had not been practicing regularly, |

in mas- |
She hegan |

won, 'That was her first real taste of | D’d”

#hie entered she either won or was 80| gng 100 lezs and feet.

but the very moment the last stiteh bhad |

instend

through

(¥ .-n...| ns

Just like “Babe”

‘Older Experts of Umtcd States and

British Marvel Bowed in Defeat to
Fifteen-Year-Old Youngster From

New York :

HURRIED TO GET PLAUDITS
OF HER ‘BUNCH’ BEFORE

ACCEPTING FAMED TROPHY

t Take Up Aquatics Seriously Until

She Tasted First Sweets of Victory.
Now She Is ‘Trainer’ for Young
Brother to Make Him ‘All-Round’

Champion

thowing nbove the oeran swells, The

through the wind-swept spray nnd the
Pom-
hal

mist of the rnin it was seen that
Gertrude,'" the unneralded,
slowly forged aliend,

oy

kteady stroke,
wns ulnwly

Using a powerful,
fifteon-year-old girl

Ligts vompetitors,
Wainwelght,
visitor from oversens, Miss James,

Sa it was to the finlsh,

And ns
boata,
ird
the shore,

of going tows
beat hastened to

the surf,

started,

when she

Ruth
I' 1o | Walling 11 1 ;
vVould e v e
rhi ]'.'} Cup arel | Ty
stiee L] w
| U omist 1 li I
TH; tunites ol lere o i (L]} 1
Plein
1 't ¢ % siutopr N o it

I'or moment#
it was impossible to pick out any par-
ticular favorite from the hobbing heads
",

the
but
airely deawing aliend of her more fr-
Bebindg her was Miss
Still further back wns the

she glided past the finishing
Gerteonde turned her stroke aml
the Jjudges®
rin briskly
apparently  wx un-
and duslin]

Inability to W histle
Was Tomboy Handicap

O\f thivg wrarly porfed (;e
friily A Fi' s revurd on “ihe
} i | §TT7]

She eonldi’t wl ithe,

Fven arter sghe ecould sl
that old apple™ with the ligleivnt
of her boy ehums: when she coulid
hr;a__rrf-' maost of them aves in n
friendly vwrestling wmatel :ohen
she could Jump  waklh the most
agile of them—

She simply couldn’t puckey Ler
lipa just vight for the serever Mm}
call that was the signal for “the
binch” to gather,

Then one doy a boy eousin gave
her the seeret. She practiced all
night and wext day the c.m{d
came running to her call,

Gertrude had buuma the per-
fect tomboy.

e not
il had she
w0 wurh in the
ndliore to
steter,'” B8

alea swam in the raee.  She
trindd fur nny
known Gertride wna
lenel wanhl
wateh little

1 TP
Is “Little Wonder Girl”
to Her Older Sisters

Thers s another
was there t., tell
whe  was
liad heen
and little Iommin, who has
“not stopped talking about it vet.  Little
girle in the nelghborbond daily =it about
and listen to Bmima's story of the ‘wone

rooord, nin

shie hinven gone
lier “waonder

Ve,

Helen, whe
[Irﬂ“d
woniderful she
on,

sixtoer,
trortrude liow

of her, Low

na shie swom tirelessly

sjatnge fon,

derful big sister,

After hier back to Highlands
went Gertride, where four of her “'bud-
ed oo greet her, two of them
hanid prid bie proud

virtnry,

dies"" wult

1o xhake hep by the

of it,  Alfred Rick and Albert Castles
baumw, Dboth fourteen wears obd, and
cottugers nfl'llﬁ the river, are her cons-
stunt compunions and they Lhung om
vvery word as she recounted the des
talls of the raen,

Anid the other “Luddies*' two lnye
marculute poodles, Queenie and  Girlte,

wagged and wriggled a cheery welcome,

Gertrude s now teaching hep twos
vear=old brother. Henrey, 10 swim, The
sonng=ter will not begin with a doggie
maddidle, for e is gotting first-hand ine
formation from one who knows, and his

e arms epiash about in orthodox
fashion,
I Ilemrey, ns well ns all the little hroth-
ers and sisters, joogn ardent admirer of
Asertrude: in facr, Lo dogs her steps
nlmost worshipfully. If sote one in
o nearby  cottage teachies him n new
by treick or word he waddles home te

hgeptrpde with gt

At slster stumls by ol laugls am
e watehes,  Flee foeot six, and weighs
ing 145 pounds, eves whiiech are ynusgs=
ally bLilyge n tothe tan of hep "1‘“';
and <hort by nly tiertriile presents
a  most Lenlthy peelen of Young
Ameriean wordilpoa],

Has No Regular Routine
to Keep Herself Fit

She has ne set enles and rezolutons
o follow It is not o ense of —
Arise gt sovin,
Fexervise tor fifteen minutes on emply
S THTR T
Lie still for ten minigres, ote,
Penty ol sleep gl healthy  exeps
i (TT T Lot 5 Y | noare ahogt II"
‘ ot hers tih Al to
I the humed sl receive g
. T Y i v over the
by wdi reoane) aasenlne arme and
vl qle b s apparent bhee

I ||-l'f" e, |'|'.i|- I l]] hins
tant admirer, nml we Jdnek

|-r' into

fnorone
[ vemipe
Hangs
ght.”" Last Tuesidny
et Nat Penddloton wrest led
nt Thighitin she il Ler twa shad-
ows, Xlfred and Alberr, wores nmong
the tiest tocaerive ard the list to lenve,
Grorpeide Tthes 1o wreesstle, although
shie luas Ml anporrin for thin dl=
Sheowotld ke tor wirestle wi h
Nat Lilm it e evaded
o, ot arordsed d peomised
Livrtrinde enn
ouree

ey box ol

| the
enth Liaven wof ds

cYening

the great oll,

the ehinller

1] hieh J+n

T 1l il hns
Lty ' Rk B hed o Goorirade
et ivgs ! (R STH L g 1'hy T

Music Also Has Charms
to Stir Her Nimble Feel

Teo skating, ) I P of hee
linm
eral
r hale

of

«eyand ety '
L i : Vit o

iertrigide R Y rrus In
ile gitnd ok LT L LAY R B TTCR FTR A -
\Ka Jalen | L ¢ torgers for

ni £ o and

Mgl +lu Torgets the piercing

1 when slhie
L s "t v trle v ey Inte
vntll hie
tii of the

ey nirias, 4 s

Ir 1L It . ' W moon e
lilming o ! Phtis ' vt il
eyl i LT o prrerel e the
Lell with n "y il wrinkd Or,
pskiep
Hnmy,
the toor

disereotly

Hinintiined et el the gyening

per whien Glertvinde was just o Hrtle ¢
3T proclnim to @
||I|ll_v -
benps a KB
nil nny N

vt ] T ) vyl
vl of Lis | b weritkileor 11
proviston store In Noew York.
e wWlhioo tent o b tiertende startg
Wit off on o | foamihe With ©
s jnen tgolftt g the gnngle \wrd.
and  they  will put Cinenyg (I

disensa jr

But with Mr. | word e
Cherteaede, "t Mo wmitles, tries nat te
tink telling

Rl L
il LT
deple

thie

Inok oo prwil winl thear b

of that girl of s, and the 1) +be
oan o, |“|=.
| The mothier «till shinkes |
' e her
| sometimes over hep tom hoy glel, o g

ond

Iher weoldings wre becaning lllllfh‘l

her c-rlth*i-‘mu ure by no e
\riuclnl'. ;:;Llh:hi;u”‘l m'a:ro-":::I?I‘|l Mra,
Ederle re proud of t

Pore ..lll:i , hix husky

.




