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Mothér Sarazen Had to Work Fast to
Prevent Severing of Diplomatic Rela-
tions Between Son and Margaret
When Her Playthings Were Used as

rasstes and Niblicks |

CHAMPION SHOT FAIRWAYS
WHEN BUT EIGHT YEARS OLD
WITH STICKS HEWHITTLED

His Rise Was Rapid and He Never
Allowed Reverses to Dim His Ambi-
tions— Today Perfumed Missives
From Belles of Country Shower Con-
gratulations Upon Him

OM doll babies to golf cluba!
- That in itself is no small step.
But when the transition is made in one dazzling leap to the American
open championship—that is a matter wherein a nation may well marvel,
Hundreds of thousands of devotees of the ancient and honorable game
{n this country today acknowledge as theif king a stripling of twenty-one
who has forced his way from the obscurity of a humble immigrant's
abode to the bright glare which beats dpon the most enviable title in
American golfdom. '
< And in additlon to this signal honor, he enjoys the distinction of
being the first Latin to win his way to victory in this historic event, for
both parents of the mew king of American golf were born almost within

the shadow of the Coliseum at Rome.
To ‘his proud mother it seems only yesterday that Gene Sarazen was
8 laughing, chubby, olive-skinned little boy, playing with his sister on the
kitchen floor and delighting in all the fancies and conceits which are the
heritage of childhood.

And now the sporting world is
agog over the same lad who helped
his sister wash the doll dishes and
mind the “children.”

Gene was born February 27, 1801,
at Harrison, N. Y. His mother and
father came to America several
years before Gene was born. His
sister, Margarita, two years older,
alto was born in America.

As a lithle baby, Gene was no
different from other bables. He
slept, kicked and crowed, according
to his mood or the time.

He was sent to the Harrison
Grammar School and showed a gen-
nine and active dislike for the con-
fining walls of the schoolroom and a
decided tendency never to open a
book unless there was absolutely no
other alternative.

Has Played Golf Since
He Was Eight Years Old

From the time he was eight years
old he began playing golf. With a
sharp knife he would whittle away
at the branch of a tree until it began
to take the shape of a pgolf stick.
And then with set jaws he would hit
anything in sight which would travel
like a ball.

And when he began his career as
eaddy he would cut down discarded
clubs to fit his size, spend hours
peering around for balls which had
been lost, and then, with “real
tools,” he would get off by himself
and play for hours. Despite the
fact that he was just a boy, he would
keep at it until his little arms were
too tired to swing the sticks.

In the early spring, when in the
sthonlroom, the outdoors called to
him through the windows and he
wriggled about, impatient for the
bell which would release him from
his trouble, for such he considered
school.

At the age of ten he eaddied at the |
Apawamis €'lub at Rye, a place within
easy rench of his home, And then he
was in his element. Rending forward
under the weight of the leather bags and

and would then be set to mind the doll
children.

That was a point which required deli-
cate handling and mnth diplomatic ac-
tion on the part of Gene's mother. Be-
cause he would hold a doll as if he
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Sarazen's grip on driver

thought it was a golf stick, and inva-
riably the peor doll would come to an
untimely end, the broken china face a
tllent repronch for his thoughtlessness,
And then the rister would clench her
i small hands and with dark eyes spap-
ping, tell bim what she thought of him
as a hushand, @rother and *“‘tender' of
her children, I

But on the ne@¢ day, when a warm
sun diepelled the gloom of the rain,
Gene would take his sister out into the |
field in which he practiced and teach
her how to swing a club.

.\%nrgnrut was his only glrl com-
heavy (rone ) o | PANiON in those duys, He wonld look
' thnt‘.‘l i) he neemed Bag 29 notled | ghout for eseape 1f he thought definitel

it they hod any weight. With loving | that a gir] wns coming to speak with |
fingers he would airoke the clubs and | bim.  Despite the fact that he wos n|
it the owner woulil pause at a hole for a | decldedly poor seholar, his soft, dark
moment * Gene would swing the clubs, | Tivy, SRLOMIS Jbitighr. 4t the Minny

' Itallan skles of which he had been told,
Mipping the grass as he came through | won for him n plaee Iy the afection of
with a foirly elenn stroke,

his tenchers, and it was indecd difficule |
Bummer vaeatlon came and  the

for them to enforee discipline,

®hoolhonse w . ; When he enme home from school in
terror II’: o H““”M ‘lt1n|lnrnrlly losa it# the afternoon he stuck his head in the |
o '* Wi With hands dug deen | joop 1o gee what chores his mother had |

to his trouser pockets, the same hands |for him to do.  With alarming spenil |
being ns grubby ns he chose to have|he would fly through them nud then |
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®lifice, whistling a bright tune and in- | Stayed Away Until Hunger
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right by w ¢
§ht by with impunity and de Then his mother knew that uniil the
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The smile that won't come off
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ne 0ld Sw‘mm‘ng Hole ently at her small son's stomuch he |

W, P would not lhe nM::. IIIP wits off lu”his

as heloved golf links, where hix willing

A Opular With Gene feot (rudged the faleways anid his bright |
nd the joys thowe days held for him! | eyes penetrated the tangled roughs.

Yot 8o far away was @ swimming lole,

d what a spot it was! He and his

And alwave he dreamed of the Iimol

when he would be a great gulfer. Worn |
tter would ramblo over the countey -
¢ in search of chereles and black-

out from his strenuous day, he would |
. All sorts of mysterious places

kiss hisx mother good-night, expand his
chest and smile upon her as he snii,
W be explored, trees whose branches
#l ta the ground

“Just you walt and see, mother, some
day when 1 grow up to be o man,
you'll hear of me us n great golfer.'' |

fpe, cov with the weight of The mother, who knew little of the

far voted eherries, * game, would pat his head and -’“"l["ll

n:m,.ll.ma'l" J"“'l]*l run a race with her| him seuttling away to bed, wherse e |
=

1er to the tree and then

wou'd lay nwake staring ahend of him
wonld follay A serumble ua the cherrlos

in the darkness, dreaming his dreans |
“m'..l,‘."'l"“'" on them,  Warm, sticky | of the day he would *‘do things™ in |
would Nl;:l n;:l from the ramble, they  the golf world, I
and wigp, :"l Ack to the swhinming poolt  Gene manuged to dovote part of his
watey, 0V splash plunge into the ceol | time to hasketball, beenuse It was o
]lIF.ny dny . [ game and interexted him, e beeam
llunHru ;' Aid not permit of cherry lum\\'n an the ehnmplon gonl shouter of
would oy “'"I the wister nnd bmllmr‘ Arkows,
& the ln':”i tome und play houre,  Gene | plson,
iy wou I‘“”rkl““ bread ewener of the Al then enme
> hinl il l'lall'lf: |I|lrllll;'I L {1 !:ll: l']ll”l.'p,.] wanted u rifle! ll_u.- cannot go un bear be butght,
“N.]a small “*wife, With maseu- | hunts amd kil lions and tigers and
8 Poelta) utt.?;"""" he would subinit to nithlnuu without u mifle,
?_ ¢ trouble in the household, exchequer did not bave money
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New champion and cup he won

! to=hesforgotten day when the pifle ap-
rivod,

i I'I'qrg.-l practive then becnme a part
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ght, eorried nway by lis et b=tusin,
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gray fingers of dawn were just in-
ning to rlip back the dark mantle of
night, his littla body hunched up, he
lid sllently along until he reached the
elub, And there with digearded eclubs
he went about the course until the ann,

mun, higher in the sky, warned him
that for thnt day he could play ne
more,

The eaddies at A'pn\mmis were given
a tournament, and Ciene was ammong the
first to slgnify his readiness to play.

ne member of the elub bet him that
he could not break 0, Confident of
his ability, Gene hoasted that he could,
and was chagrined and mortified to find
that he had done 105,

Vhen he was about twelve years old
ha failed to r n home one evening.
Too dark to be Whying golf. Lls parents
were worried, he morning brought no
glgns of the son, and Mr. and Mra,
Sarazen were up bright and early in-
ﬂ"",'“' for him about the neighbor-
oo,

Left Home Three Days
to Caddy for Woman

At the end of three days he came
home, To the country club had come
a wealthy woman who lived on Lon
Inland. Attracted by the hri1ht face o
her enddy she told him to ask his mother
for perminnion to gn home with her
for a few days to caddy for her at a
game. Almost sure that he would not
be given consent, Gene did not go home,
but left without consulting hix family,

And when at the end of three dnys
he did return with a new suit, talea
of a wonderland into which he had been
given a peek, and displayed ten dol-
Inre he had won, the mother could not
scold him to apall hia plensure,

When he finished grammay school he
wag taken into his father's shop to
learn to be a carpenter. But Gene had
other plans than to be tied to a car-
penter bench for the rest of his dayw.

Mr. Barazen, deciding that business
in Rridgeport, Conn., would be more
lucrative, moved his small fumnily to
new surroundiugs and the first thing
Gene did was to visit the Brooklnwn
Country Club and offer his services as
I,‘nlll']_".

Then he eould devgte his day to the
links. But not for long, because the
filn epidemic whieh swept the country,
extracting toll from the four corners,
brought its wsinister presence [ntn
Bridgeport., 8o (lena lald aside his
sticks mo#t of the dny to aesist the
Red Cross nurses in the hospital.

When his services were no longer
required he joyfully took to his game
agnin, and so intent wasa he, that
Cirorge Sparling, a proat the Brooklawn
C'lub, became interested in the boy.

Gene Often Was Caddy
| for Sparling at Brooklawn

He permitted Gene to caddy many
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SMILING GENE SARAZEN, MONARCH OF U.S.GOLF
SMASHED HIS SISTER'S BABY DOLLS ON KITCHEN TEE

most casual nature, T¥e spoke of the

delightful people he wns meeting, of
the country about him, of nnrthlng
and everything but the, fact that he

wae awakening interest in the sporting
world,

But the newspapers supplied that
which he omitted, and the little family
in Mridgeport would with feveriah in-
terent pead every word,

Became Assistant Pro
at Fort Wayne, Ind.

(Gene was not sntisfied to stay In the
Routh, but wanted
himself. While reading throngh a golf
mugnzine one day he saw an adver-
tisement for an nselstant pro needed
nt the Fort Wayne, Ind., Country
Club. Ramsey Hunter, brother of
Willie Hunter, winner of Ilnst year's

Britigh amateur championchip, was
professional at Fort Wayne at the
time,

(iene answered the ndvertisement and
impatiently awaited the outcome. A
wire suimmmoned him to Fort Wayne
nnd he packed his bag and sturted
Weat,

His ever-present good humor and
willingness to help others, his boyish
grin and excellent game won for him
many friends among the membere of
the elub, and so they sent him to play
In the national open champlonship at
the Iverness Club, Toledo, in 1020,

The first day out he tied Jock Huteh-
iron, and on returning to the «club-
house, tolil xome peaple that some day
he'd “‘beat that guy."' In those few
worde there was an utter lack of flip-
puney, the remark wag made in perfect
serlonsness backed by the helief he had
In his own abllity. The tournament
did not end well for Gene and he ended
in_thirtieth place,

But naturally a Trlendly little fel-
low, he wanted companlonship, and
found it by a chance meeting with Emil
Loeffler, who wus at the time green-
keeper at the Oakmont Country Club of
Pittshurgh,  Emil, or “Duteh,”” as he
15 ealled, who is four yenrs older than
]Hnn--. was walting for the bus ta take
him to the course, when (Gene came
along, also going to the club.

A eonvereation was started, a friend-
ship ensued and Gene and Loefler were
together for the pemninder of the time.
Loefler pot only liked Gene, but real-
ized that he played a good game, Gene
wanted to stay in or anround Pittsburgh,
where he could strengthen the friend-
ship with “Dutel’ and play with him.

Turned Down Position

as Pro at Fort Wayne

8o Loefler promised to be on the
lookout for anything which would in-
terest Gene, In the meantime the boy
returned to Fort Wayne, He was of -
fered a position asg pro there, but re-

poe-gersp

Gene is shown here at the com-
pletion of his swing 4

thiues when he was practicing Bpar-
'I.llrg kept un oye on bim, directing his
rh]lul‘. carrecting s mistokes gl al=o
Ruve fim oo new ger of sticls When
Gene tfifteen  Sparling gave him
Ul thae, took him under his
{professional wing, and taught him some
[trieks of the meade. e also gave him
L Job i the elub honse ns his pesistant

Wils

e

and theye Gene learned o olean and
| repair elubs

| When Gene was seventeen Sparling
tlkesl with him amd W Gene realiae

Cthat he showed extraordivary ability,

[and that Le, Sparling, belleved thar in
time Gene would e one of the hest
golfers In the eountry This aeted as
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moneentive bowns sHlL more of an |
impetus, because elose pasoviaion with

Sparling Lol tanght Gene 1o wihinipe
the man and vespeet his opinion
Wilter Hagen, winner of he ok
e eharpbomshitp,  visited  the oln®
el vide-cxod Gime wintehed the g oo
man pla Atid rhen it was he il
for o aictindte =tvie, amd sPent i
Lisirs s g copy Hagen

Chver o certadn twist he wonlil devot e
By ll:l_\'-

deterimdned 1o conueg i
Nouth, wirh blie

s vy il
waving palms, called to him an TG
lefr Beidgevort and went o NMingl, 1
Wits not until then thar the woprly of
= mane was venly oot feay] RS
CRO T il st weiters with w4 keen
Vi saw dn the boy of siglitess ECHE
promises and o some even unde  ppedi

thoms bt the day wonld vomie wlivn !
Ll b Beard of in more than o cos
"y

Heticent, nog glven to talking about

When the Jong ' hiwmself, his letters home were of the
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Sarazen and his sister Margaret

to strike out for

take charge of the greéns. He did so
such snccess as to get in close to
with the leading members, and
he wan asked if he knew of someond
to act as professional, he Immediately
nuggested Gene, and was told to ha
the boy come on for an exhibition.
This was done, u foursome pla
and Gene showed forth to such exesl-
lent advantage that
contract,
it until

was offered &
However, he would net
he returned from playing

Inwood t‘nunlr}- Club on Long I

Thera he defeated Harry Hamp!
and alwo fulfilled the promise he m
himeelf that some dauy he'd ‘‘beat t
guy'' for he defeated Hutehison,

Back to Highland he went and with
his nose to the grindstone he spent his
entire day at golf,

After Beating Hutchison
He Lost to Cyril Walker

Shortlv after Sarazen defeated Hats
chimon, he in turn wag defeated
Cyril Walker by a gcore of 4 and 8,
Then it was that the onlookers wers
wnre that It was more chance than skill
?'hirh gave him the vietory over Huteh=
son.

Having burst Into popularity he re-

celved offers from other clubs, but comn=
sldering carefully the one at Highland,
he declded it was the best nond so he
signed the contract. For there was
his friend Loeffler, and also W. C.
Fownes, Jr., once national champion,
and Gene realized that by playing with
thoka two he could learn much to his
advantage.
’ Last winter he played and won &
| tournament at New Orleans, which was
up to that time 'Pllm the biggest avent
in his career. he'players were high
In the golf world, and he defeated such
men ag Jim Barnes, Hutchison and
every other {nlbr of note, with the
exception of Walter Hagen,

And then Gene went to Plttsburgh,
where he put in a spring of constant
practiee, satisfied In lhis mind that he
could enter aguinst the biggest,

the course. For three weeks he played
around, making caveful ealeulntions and
finding nut what ghota he would have to
practice, Satisfled (n his mind that he
wis to be the winner, be would not take
o chance on the course, anid that is wh

be allowed himself o much time, .
even figured out in his mind nbout how
some of the other men playing would
come out.

And then the week of the tourna-
ment, the fingl totaling of the scores
which showed that he had won the
championship and had taken away the
famous old eup from Jim Barnes who
won it last year and brought it West
with him ten dave ago.

Sister Rejoices as Gene
Is Crowned Open Champ

Telegraph wires began to burn with
the news und the sister Margnret, who
with so much pride has followed the
success of her brother and now livin
in Rye, was told that Gene had mmz
the pinnacle,

"I just couldn’t belleve it at first,”
the said with a happy laugh, *‘but
{ there was no doubting the head lines.
I I rushed out ani telephoned my mother
| and father at Mount Vernon, nng my
| ded thought I was kidding him, I
| finally made him believe me and he
{ could hardly talk. He hnd been in bed

when I phoned, but got dredsed amd

walked about three squares nway to the
r"an to get the papers and read all
about It for himself.'’

| While in New York he staved at
ithe Biltmore. Calls of congratulations

vy

44

as they looked in the davs whi

golf in the Kitchen was a popular pastime with them

fuse ir,

beeanse {1t wigll menn tking!

iy the position of the man for whom
he il heey wuirking

S lhinter was et g0 10 make it nll
right fur Gene's way of thunking, 1d
that was=n"t 1o his wanner aof thinking
urowll o lie gave Nis posienation, wmil
Ol nore Luarne] 1 okl Jinguzine LET]
wec U e woild Le able to vead of sopi
thing for him

Th vonnrey eleb ar Firasville, Pa
was dn the i ket for oo profes<ionan
wd Giene sigied vt 1 [
(] Iy YVonine holes el Lape
Provcin g e | wunt [ B e
und play kamtnst the b Tl hhls
l' i W e ! Wi 14 0 el T -
M I ! \ (| i ity

Loeiller, by working har Iyl got -
ten Yt a paesinin L at e Beavaey
Villey  Counres’ Cluh, WA Ful'w,
| promptend b | vther prie
forsbomuls LT T it Linne
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S then the Iligh"snd Countey Ciaky,
at Wesview, vutsile of |} itehargh,

]
utlileg the last nine Loles to juy eighteen
bole vourse and Loefller was usked to |

potirsd In upon fiim, girls wrote poems
fabout hine whiteh they sent on colored
shievts  of perfunm! paper,  reporters
flocked abont L Fovervwliore lie was

in demuand,
Groll, yes—he woulid nnswer any fjues=

Hons  he mdghit be wsked, bar e odid
Hot  cure to rplk abour Jimiself ‘\'llh
no'desive to Le bnpallte, his eve would
rove toward the vliek, becauss in a
short  time he war lenving for Mt,
Vornan, where e wis 1o spcin] the evas
ming wirh his family

Today he plave 8 tournsment .13
Philmont Connrey Clah with Jos Kigks
W oo e Mstrplinn st Walter
Hlagen wng Cliurley 11 v, the Philae
de Pl prafessiona) Jovk Tutehinson
had heen gskad 1o play, bat I« in Wor
TETREEN When Rurnzen wus .u-]..ml] to p
take Lis place he pmaedintely e repted,

Many  tournmments  thronghout the
countey huve beep arveanged for him,
il full wiven be will go to England
to slay the vourses thers that he nay
|III My for the Brivsl gpen thsmplons
Y

Pt thie e o<t venvirbable thing of all
i the 1 bels the same une
ifertod . unostontat e oy wha p iyed
o with Lils elster el confldentislly
kil 2 Motier, when 1 grow up to be

a big man, you'll bear of me ax
golfer.'" ¢ -'

the Profexsional Golfers’ Associa z
championship which was held at ;
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And then he went to Skokie to try #
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