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Carthy Wins Confidence of Robbers,

Solving Thefts That Baffled Experts |

YOSING A4S TIMMY,’ A YEGG,

HE WORMS SECRETS FROM
BROADW .Y HOLD-UP GANG

WLcarns of $500,000 Loot Buried on Long

Island, Offers to Sell Stolen Securities,

WPiaying a Lone Hand and in Momen-
A 1ory Danger of Death, Gordon Mec-|

Then Notifies Police and ‘Gentlemen

Bandits’ Are Caught at Rendezvous

are compressed in the recent experiences of a young overseas veteran
who became a detective celebrity overnight. ) )

He solved robberies totaling $2,600,000, included in which was the
uking of $1,600,000 in cash, jewelry and bonds rﬂ?m a mail truck on
Broadway, New York, a daring coup that set a high-water mark for
utomobile banditry in this country.

Playing & lone hand and in momentary danger of a bullet in the brain

s knife in the back, he posed as a “yegg"” from the West and gained
confidence of three men whom the police class as super-highwaymen.
It was a case of “crossed trails.”” This keen, cool man-hunter was
king down the men who stole 870,000 from an American Railway
Fapress Company truck when the trail broadened to bigger game,

Gordon T. McCarthy, a special
1 truof the American Railway Ex- Great Skill Demanded
in “Roping” a Criminal

press  Company, is the young de-
G QHADOWING,” as detectives

ive who proves that the thrills'
of fiction are not foreign to everyday term the stalking of crime
inals and suspects, iz compara-

tively eusy compared to “roping,”
which demands a high degree of
skill in impersonation.

By “roping” detectives mean
the process of ingratiating them-
gelves witht the men they are

[
lije.

At his home in Buffalo this mod- |
Lecog modestly related his great
aploit.  He did not talk freely. |
His attitude was that of a man who |
ad tackled a hard job, who had|
done it well, and was ready for the'
next case. | hunting and then, as supposed
McCarthy got his first taste of | confederates, dr‘c'm.' ou!_f!pe secrets
sctive work As an army secreb‘ of some case, big or little.

t, serving at General Pershing’s | It was by a remarkably clever
headquarters, and later going to | bit of “‘roping” fhat Gordon T.
ondon. He worked for a time with || McCarthy, a special agent for the
ondon's famous Scotland Yard. American Railway Express Com-
To give background to McCarthy's || P4"¥, solved the mail truel: hold-
shievement it i# necessary to go | ¥/ on Broadway, .Nen' York, one
pack to the night of October 24, | of the most daring and sensa-
last year, when a mail truck volled | tional robbories ever accomplished

long Broadway with $50,000 in| in the United States,

LL the clements of melodrama, except the wholesale shedding of blood,

ash and several million dollars’)
orth of securities. gangs nuil [I‘l'.”.l!'f! some of them through
As the truck passed under an arc| swviiel Prates;
light at Leonard street a green tour- Oblains a “Lucky Break”;
ing car containing three men drove | Meets Bryce
longside it. Two of the men leaped | g
out and covered the mail driver with MeCarthy ignored o question meant
olvers, In less than a minutell" hr]hlrg sut III"‘IhIilN (llf llllut qlu-sti.t It
o - wns left 1o (he Imagination to picture
! t:{e]:lmrln::?lkt;:u:: ihllm::tf:; O:u‘l,::rd I his cureful stulking of erimionls In the
o x PO viee distriets and the **White Light''
em into their automobile and sped | eltuon varions: eléten,
away,

: : But the “‘shadowing'' did mot yleld
The robbers paid no attention to u hint regovding the express company

he ordinary mail and did not take robbery. As the trall swung in a clrcle,
other rezistered pouches, which later | McCarthy was once more in New York,
re found to contain non-negotiable | bated for the moment but still plug-
scurities.  But by chance or fore-|ging nway,
nowledire, they took the sacks with| Then came whut McUurthy modestly
be cash. the jewelry and the bonds | deseribes ns a *lucky break.'* In the
hich coulil be turned into currency, | underworld the voung special agent be-
came knoww as “Jhamy,"' a yegg or
yeores of Deteclives sofe-cracker who was ready for any
Fail to Get Resulls JFtl\':lfH'llllL' jub that promised rlch‘ loot,
L 'l gut an introduction to ‘Count’
This Broadway hold-up, the first Chapman,'’ continued MeCarthy.,
robbery of a mail truck in New York
or many years, brought shoals of
police and postoffice inspectors on
the trail. But clues were scant and
there were no results,

The incident that brought Me-
Carthy into the ease occurred in
lagava Falls on December 21, when
motor hundits held up three express
Ompuny employes and escaped with
10,000 in secouritios and travelers'

checka,

"I was detailed to that Jjob," ex-
Plained McCarthy as he sat on the
veranda of his home in BufTalo.
“The usual preliminaries were gone
through,  The company employes
"rel Questioned, Descriptions were
tained of the crooks.

| That was the “‘lucky break'' he men-
tioned. lle was referring to Gerald
Chupmun, alinsg Colwell, allas Edward
Biyee, alins *“I'he Count.'*

Chapan,  tveorge  Anderson  and
Chinrles Laumbert, the three men trapped
by MeCurthy, are now in the Tombs in
New York under 125,000 ball each for
the Federnl Gramd Jury,

“1 gueas 1 locked good to Chapman,''
MoeCavthy went “Soon afterward
I was introduecd to Anderson, known
us “I'lie Professor,” aml Lambert, known
us “I'he Doctor.’

days.  The underworld has its  tests,

men, "'

e ! MceCuarthy did not say so, bur he thue
Phey ol miade o eloan getnway an

“The Couut.u..hli- for the muil trick

“They wore wary of me fur several |

and I was tested for severnl days be- |
fore 1 gained the confidence of the three |

began whar 1% kuown in detective par- |

=

i,

GORDON T. McCARTHY

Overseas veteran and former United States Army intelligence
agent, who, working on a §70,000 American Express Company
robbery, ran to earth the super-highwaymen who held up a mail
{ truck on Broadway, N. Y., and whose robberies are said to have
netted them $2,500,000,
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dress, They had hundreds of good the sophisticated glance of the Tlesd Y
stories on tup and seemed typical men | waiter, the four were well-to-do brok-
| about town with plenty of ‘juck’ amd a|ers, or possibly rvich elubmen. ‘They

knowledge of the good things of Life,

| “Ten or twelve persons sometimes
|made up their parties, The women |
seemed unaware of the other side of | passed over (o MeCarthy,
their Jives,
meal with the diserimination
French dondy."

| After his discovery that the
swaggering highwaymen were responsl- :
liold-up, Me- | teresting sidelight on the
“Jimmy"™ had created.

i first-eluss menl.

of o troleum steck,

three |2Bura Falls,
]

{Carthy got in touch with the New York Men

detective bureau, :
. Cdouble eross,'’
The time was coming for the “grand
lerash,"” the springing of the trap.
Three  detective  sergeants,  O'Brien,
Stepat and Kiley, were assigned to co-
operate secretly with MeCarthy.

The young special ngent had dropped

McCarthy's announced

bonds obtained In the mall robbery, lie |

offered a 20 por cont commission, which | sults from *“Jimmy, '
MecCarthy suld he would split with '
pal in Toledo who would actually place | et the three men hy g
the engraved paper. ¥

Learns Much of the Loot
I8 Buried on Long Island

| band the following day,

“It was welcome news o ‘the (‘ount’

During the many chats that the sup-
posed “Jimmy*' had with the men they
mentioned that much of their loot was
buried near Lake Ronkonkoma, Long
Island. He dared not ask them for the
exaet loeation of the stolen treasure,

On Sunday, June 235, the *Count,"’
[ the “Professer,'” the “Dactor’ il
MeCarthy met in n New York hotel,
Chapman, ““The Count,'” drove up in
[ liis 8THO0 motorenr,
| To the casuul eye of the doorman and

voad again, They plunned to *stick up'
|a Jewelry store in Neranton, Pa.
“But when I old them (e eash was

they agreed to meet the following afrer-
noon on 1024 streer
avenue,

| Highwaymen Trapped
at Their Rendezvous

[ "D gent a tip to the dotectives and
the postoffice inspectors, gl everything
"wns set for the pinch,
‘Professor,” left the party (o get a cup
of coffer,
by O'Drien, Stepat amd Kiley, who
nabtibed him and hustled him (o the 100th
street station,

near Amstordam

Awderson,

It seonng] tlost fpossible to raeo lanee ax “roping.” the most difieult ey he d
ol through Wi o e (e 5K of the socret agent. The detective, | ien the detectives hurriel to the
B woenr they nsed, ne : Z rendezvous,  Chapmnn  and  Lambert
bope rownain Thnt postng s o erimdbunl or a friend, must "
] . " s - 3 \ 11 1 [} - '] L) > 14
e i owas In the ap wor Bimself Into the onfidence of thel were walting for me when the Now
ranes of wome  of  the  pravelers’ men he stalks, | York ddetectives  walled up wnd e
theeks e Landirs obtalned, Tt theu, handeuffed before  they  ronllzol

A fulse stepe o ocarveless word, o sys-
picious actiou, woulid shotter In n mo-

. Wikh
PRI they o thelr confederates would

Iy 10 sl o

"I hag formation of eeftain EONEN
:::.: “";"" uperating our of New York
“'l!‘[q Eowas merely womatter of roun-

g there und start the hunt. One

of the cliveks shiowm] up there in Fob-
Foary,

"
L 0[1“ el eleek o Charlie Fisher,
?t‘t‘urd. gild 1o have an Inteenational
mmwﬂ‘ u forger, althougl he s about
3 ull, I ohd 10 work
:::.1{7‘11_~|‘ with Fislier, and T wos 2oon
ced he knew nothing of the ENnK
wm““’ the: ‘papert out,
Then uy Muvgh 41 think that was

the iy

liem somew hpe,
over a perlod of many weelis,

will e shot or stabbed, paying with his
Tt foe L during,

Three Men “Big Spenders”;
All Had “Plenty of Jack’

I owas after 1 had  known "The
P Count” and the others for a1 while that
I diseoversd they were the men who
looted the wall track on Brondway lnst
Chtober,"" MoCurthy  =aid,

“1 had been working on the expross
vompnuy angle, but this wos o0 new gl

Feurs

W Mrxs, M - S s
™A g | ureha. Faller, | whe nnexpected compliention, T showml no)
LR (T , "
ol AT e o astoni=shment over the mail robbery, 11
W stolen eheeks |

w deparviment
werested el
e frome o

took It ns n motter of course,

“The theee men were by spenders,
Life for them was an almost eontinuons
ot of wibil parvties in hotels, road-
il cnburets, 1 spent money
feeely with them,  There wore no hulf-
und they took ber | way mensures with that gANg.

Luter she was discharged. “Ocecaslonally when they held a mt:l
LU Gile T kept tabs on several | in some big hntel all of us wore evening

Bore, - Rij g

! Tegrmni
b dig inta 1 lis

HNE,
i LT

gy b bvwsgipe vconvineed i
Woman wis only

nosmall parety dn
denl,

The polies of Ningura Falls
" lhoweyer,

IJI‘Il!!".‘-

tient the contidence built up earsfully |
There ix |
always the ehanes that o =uspeetd ngent |

 what bad happened,

*Meanwhiie I had gone to an apart-
ment house to nab a friend of thoe gang
who wus wanted ns a muterin winess,
I wanted to be on hand when the thpes
were arrested,  The witness tried (o
escipe, however, nud that deluyeil .,

“When Chapuan, in prison, saw me
for the first time afrer lig wrrest he
sald.

Yot Timmie, you're lucky you weren't
i bumped olf,"

** *Don’t be sore at Jimmie,” O'Brien
Ilohl him.

T never get sore gt g copper und 1
don’t hold any grudge against Jinnie,"
Chapman replied,

A dittle dnter MeCarthy was  glone
|with Lumbert, the *'Doetor,**

“"Come clean, Charlie, and 11 will
help you, T told Liu,"" suid Mot ‘urthy.

“Lambert ‘enme clean' with g full
confession,  He tol] where the  suff
wis burled, A blg tree was e minrker

x for the trensure,””

After ninety minutes of digging McCarthy and the three detective
they uncovered a box containing |sergeants burrled out to Long Island
$500,000 worth of securities. aud easily located the apot,

f/ -

Lot a private dining room and ordered |

This transnction in jtself is an in-
confidence |

of the|
underworld are notoriously afruid of the |

purpose was
to semd the securitios to Toledo, There, |

aecording to the story he told Chapman, |
1 . o ‘
they would be placed with an estate, |
wlhere no reckoning would be made for!

jand the others,” resumed MeCarthy,
“They had about decided to take to the

voming for the paper they gave me

the |

He was met, I Jater learned, |

Then the $21,000 in securitles were

Among them
“Ihe Count® vould vrder a (were Packard Motor and Mexicun Pe-

| 0

About $£3000 worth of | ’
{the securities hud been stolen st Ni-

|

It his tl bj ¥ |ten vears at lest, ‘: )

: iree *‘subjects,”’ us men P
BEe 0.3 ' | Instead, the secret ugent turned the LM
under survelllance are termed, that he | gooivitios over 1o o0é o ihe detes| . !
3 - . o (4] e detees | o J
muillt;;m«::xi:iispnu of securities, They | tve wergeants. The three *dress-sult |
S e s ., bandits™ were shndowed constantly. A

After some parleying, *‘the Count'  week passed, and the ready funds of
agreed to turn over §21,000 of the the gung were running Jow., “The! |

Count'" became Unensy and wanted re- |

On Sunday night, July 2, MeCarthy,
ppointment and |
told them his pal had ecashed the se. | 3
curities and would have the mouey on

land was promoted
went through the Argonne
und was ehell«shocked,

The young soldier's recorl wna o
| good that he was recommended for n |
| pommiesion, Then he wns transferrod
| from the 300th Infuntry to the tll.'lll}"-'ll
il'.lurorul of Criminal TInvestigation,

It was in that seeviee that he lenrned
| to meet emergencies. His work hrought
him Into many cities and towns in
Northern and Southern Franee, and
[earried him across the Channel to Eng- '

| Tandd,

Handled Delicate Cases
With Scotland Yard Men

In London he wns nssigned to «everal
| delicate cases nnd he got an "imidi'!
[ view' of Scotland Yard's methods,
| Many a device of the detective’s art he
tucked awny in his memory, ready to |
bring them forth for use when the nwcl:r
arnse, I
But wild horses, apparently, ecould
| not get McCarthy to talk about that
part of Lis eareer, erligpe he galned

to wsergeant.
offensive

oversens the knowledge thot enabled .
him to establish contact with  “‘the
| Count."’ But MeCurthy  ealls  that

'

lm-hiﬂwnwnt merely *'a Jucky break.'

TRAILS AND TRAPS $2,500,000 SUPER-BANDI

He  the clevks but one to lie on the floor,
"The clerk left standing, with his hands

upralsed, then wns ordered to tie the
hands of lis comrades.

When this was done the pohber made
the elerk lie down beside the others
and bound his hand¢ aml feet, Then
the bandit tonk a knife from his pocket
and began slitting the registered mall
gacks, removing what he wanted.

e jumped from the train as it drew |

Into Kansns City, Mo,

About a month Inter Horace T, Wal-
ton. a former mail elerl, wns shot and
killed by a Chicngo policemnn after the
robbery of an Ilinois Central train be-
tween Kunkakee and Chiengo.  The
body was ldentified as that of the “'lone
wolf'* who robbed the Banta Fe train.

Another Mail Robber’s
Buried Loot Recovered:

Another instance where the procesds
of 8 mnil robhbery were buried by the
thief oaccurred in April, 10920, when n
mnll messenger In San Diegn, Cnlif,,
wns held up nnd robbed of f60. 000
worth of registered mall.

In forty-eight liours the postal in-
spectnra lind narrested IL G fiarner,
who less thian a month later was wen-
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McCarthy met the three men hy

ap
pa

pointment and told them his
1 had cashed the securities

and would have the money on
hand the following day,

The threa men tow in the Tombs are
not moviees to pricon life,  Palice roe-
ords show that Chapman tlid

| V'steetehes™ in Elmira and Sing Sing,
that Anderson sorvod time in Joliet and

tenced to twentr-five vonrs in the Fod-
eral penitentlury  at MoeNoils T«lind,
Wash, Tle confessed that he haed bupled

the loot in o eanyon near Del Mar, It
WIS recovered,
In still another ease a pobler lin-

rersonated o policemnn nnd got nbonrd
aomoll wagon In Atlunta on the night
of June 15, 1020, A driver and a
teansfer elerk were on the vehlele,

Aftep the wagon bl

gone n whort

wnu maved,

e
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Other Notorious Bandils
Pygmies Besides Mail Gang

Tf”'.' old stage coach robbers of

the Western plaina and Eng-
|| land's eighteenth century "'gentle~
| men of the road" shrink to pyg-9
mies in achievement compared
with the highwaymen who looted
a mail truck in New York City
lugt October.

The truck contained regiatered
pareels mailed by numerous brok-
erage housea in Wall Street. The
matl pouches held £50,000 in cash
and $4,000,000 in jewelry, astocks
and bonds.

On the night of October 24 as
the autotruck moved along Broad-
way it was halted by three ban-
dita in a green tourning ecar. The

hold =up oceurred at Leonard
street,
In less than a minute the

bandits had taken five registered
jml}(".‘!'x 250,000 in
ecach and £1.600,000 in jewelry,
bonda and stocke, After the rob-
bers dashed away in their car a
eurtain of mystery dropped on
the big theft.

But behkind the eurlain worked
Gordon T. MeCarthy, a special
agent of the Ameriean Railway
Express Company. MeCarthy, a
young former service man, was
working on another case when he
came acrosg the mail truck
looters.

The epecial agent's account of
liis experiences on that case is a
brilliant chapter in the history of
crime detection.

canfaining

triin No. 4 left St. Louis and spon
afterward halted at Tower Grove sta-
itlon.  Four masked boarded the
traln there and wenaeed the crew and
Passengers,

When the got  under
ugain two of the robbers stood guard
while their comrades walked through
the car. (ne held revolvers
at thie heads of the clerks and the other
took five registored pouches to the deor.

The bandit then pulled the signal
cord, and as the train slackened speed

men

train way

1o mall

lie threw the pouches off, The “‘go-
ahead™ slgnal then was given, after
which the robber cur the eanl. Al

four masked men then leapeid from the
train.

Three Highwaymen Trapped
After a Similar Robbery

A frw when inspectiors
“till were waorking on the Missourl s
cifie. robbhery, n  Chlcago, Burlingion
and Quiney traln wus bourded by two

weeks later,

robbers as it moved between Unigy |
Pacltic Tran<fer and the statlon
Couneil Rluff=, In

The robbers foreed their way Into
one of the matl cars and waited uneil
the trealn mode 1= regular stop not a
erossing. Ten pouches thien were tossm]
off. A rconfuderate was waiting there

with a motorenr.  This  eanfederute
sofzed and drove off with five of the
sacks, while the two ledd=up men
esoaped  with four others,  ‘T'he tenth

poueh was recovered,

Later the
.. Collins,

inspectors arrestel

tie ddriver of the

Keith
maotarenr,
Who was sentenced ta tifteen vears in
Lenvenworth I'risen.  Fred 1. Poffen-
barger and Orville Phillips wers ar-
restoel as 1o hold-up men gl also g0t
long terms in prison.

In anorther instanee whore the in-
speetars spoedily eaptured the robbers
RINDLOOO  In cashi amd securities were

tuken from o mail niesserger ot Mount

distance the bhogus pollecmen deey 1 *
: I fm "Wt R 1 o ¥ . ,
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